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ously and illegally overloaded, the -

juggernauts mutilate our roads, tear
chunks out of beautiful old buildings
and pollute the countryside.

One fifth of all lorries inspected by
Weights and Measures men last year
were carrying more than their legally
permitted load.

And in spot checks a few months ago

4 at Folkestone, Kent, nearly all Contin-

ental lorries arriving by ferry were well
over the 32-ton permitted maximum.

Headlight, the haulage industry’s mag-
azine, reports that in a two-weeks’ blitz
check at Newhaven harbour, Sussex, 40
per cent of lorries were infringing some
regulation and half the lorries weighed
were overloaded.

Death traps

According to the Department of the
Environment, a heavy lorry is setting off
somewhere in Britain with an overweight
load every two seconds.

These overweights of the road are
potential death traps. A recent Road
Research Laboratory report found that
at least 50 per cent of car occupants are
killed in crashes involving lorries,

What are the police doing about it?
In some counties, nothing at all. In
Kent, overloaded lorries were not the
responsibility of the police until three
months ago. Even now there is no

special squad, only a few traffic officers,
to cope with the growing menace,

Traditionally, Britain’s police have

tended to leave checking of overloaded
lorries to Weights and Measures inspec-
tors. But with inadequate equipment
and too few men, it is impossible for
these already overworked men to operate
effectively.

The police are also impeded by the
lorry drivers’ Jealously-guarded code
whereby drivers warn each other with
flashing headlights of checkpoints ahead,

And there is an effective grapevine
that keeps overloaded lorries away from
ports on days when checks are made.

Without the protection of a police

uniform, the Weights and Measures men
sometimes are abused and intimidated
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Nose to tail ! How
many of these
are overloaded ?

by lorry drivers they catch cheating.

“Guilty lorry drivers are very hostile,”
said Kent's chief Weights and Measures
inspector, Mr. J. Stokoe. “Most drivers
get paid by their load size. Asking them
to carry less is like making them take a
whacking cut in wages.”

Phone threats

Mr. Stokoe's deputy, Bryan Dixon,
was given police protection for three
months after threats on his life.

“[orry drivers with a grievance broke
into my home and poured red paint over
everything,” he said.

Drivers have driven straight at him
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: ﬂ.rﬁtggwﬂﬁw when he has flagged them down in the

ery day Continental
drivers hurtle their -
monstrous lorries
through Britain
thumbing their noses
at the police . .. and
little is being done
about the

course of duty, And there have even
been phone calls threatening the lives of
his wife and five-year-old daughter.

Mr. Stokoe and Mr. Dixon head a
tough manor, With the Kent ports of
Folkestone and Dover still inadequately
equipped with weighbridges, hundreds
of overloaded Continental lorries pour
into Britain every day.

Because the EEC countries permit
heavier loads than Britain, foreign
drivers are a major cause of our appal-
ling road problem.

“I’s a matter of economics,” said
Mr. Stokoe. “A driver may travel
across Europe from Hungary to Calais

with a weight of 40 tons. He’s obvi-
ously going to take a chance on the few
miles left to him in Britain.”

But despite this, it was not until the

Foreign Vehicles Act came. into force
last August that offending Continental
drivers could be prosecuted.
: A French lorry loaded with steel was
impounded at Southampton dockside in
September—the first victim of a prohi-
bition order under the Act.

Tt was 26 tons overweight!

Feeling against the heavyweight in-
vaders runs high in towns and villages
through which they pass.

In Bridge, the Kentish village on the
A2 from Dover to London, a house has
been knocked down. Elizabethan cot-
tages and an 18th-century terrace partly
demolished, and many other houses are
crumbling because of the Continental
lorries that thunder through.

Following a recent fatal accident,
hundreds of villagers protested by lying
down in the main road at Bridge and

W blocking the traffic. And all this in a
W village that was recently named as a
conservation area!

Residents of eight Sussex villages
around Battle sent a strongly worded
protest to Mr. John Peyton, the Trans-
port Minister, complaining about the
damage that giant container lorries are
causing to roads in their area.

Stopping all foreign lorries as they
come off the ferries—even if the
jmmense amount of: money and the
huge staff needed were forthcoming—is
just not on. It would bring chaos to the
ports and strangle Britain's ecopomy.

But Britain's lorry drivers are as bad
if not worse than their Continental
counterparts, says Mr. Stokoe.

“] can prove that several well-known
firms with fleets of 30 lorries or more

habitually overload,” he said. :
Even if law-breakers are caught, fines

are frequently as small as £10 and cannot
exceed £200.

So while the overloaders rampage
unchecked, innocent lorry drivers suffer
because of their colleagues” greed.

“The boys are sick and tired of being
knocked all the time without being given
a chance to reply,” said an official of the
Road Haulage Association.

The pickings are so rich, however,
that it is asking too much of human
nature to expect drivers to obey weight
restrictions whose enforcement is sC
haphazard. 3

Busy ports
The Department of the Environment,
whose 800 inspectors supplement - the
police and Weights and Measures men,
is introducing portable weighbridges in
smmamasbutlhismaytakuyms::

lorries to Britain’s busy ports.

Recent talks about the weight limits o/
il broke down, but are to b
resumed later this month.

mGovzrnutntshou!dnothitfu
the chaos that will surely ensue.

Fines must be harsher.

Licences should be withdrawn froo
persistent offenders. :

And lorries should be checked by @
much larger force, specially_uaincd by

frecing the hard-pressed Weights an<
Measures inspectors and police for othe!
duties.

The lifeblood of Britain’s economy
flows down her roads. Last year 63 per
cent of all freight went by road.

As we prepare to eater the EEC, w¢
must not let our relentless pursuit ol
economic wealth drive England’s onc
green and pleasant land to the brink ol
becoming Europe’s battered, tatty lay-by:



13th June 1972

Dear Mr. Purchesé,

1y Mr. Thorpe
Enclosed 18 @ reply ot Transoort

nas received from the Minister
which you mighb like Lo See.

I don't Know 1ff¥ ou %re %ﬁ%ﬁgngf
the terms of the Road Traffic Regu.lc
Act, but it may D€ pessible for your A85001a%10n
to brlng more pressure on your local authorl Y
to implement it in quch a way as to relieve

the AZ.

Yours 31ncere1y,

PerqonaJ“Eggjz%ént to

The Rt. Hon. Jeremy Thorpe M.F.

John Purchese Esqg.,
25 High Street,
Bridge,

Canterbury,

Kent.

Mr John Peyton

Local authorities have w1de powers under the Road ftaffl
(5

Regulation Act 1967 to restrict classss of vehlcle fr
using their roads. ' =
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Froms David Crouch, M.P.

June 13%,1972

Dear Mr.Lewis,

Thank you for your letter of June 8th
concerning the recent terrible accident at Bridge
and the urgent need for the proposed improvements
to the A.2 including the by-passing of Bridge and
other villages to be given much greater priority.

I entirely agree with your concern in the
matter and I am determined to do all I can to persuzde
the Government to revise its plans with a view to
hastening the improvements to this road. I believe
that the real answer is to complete the motorway - the
M.2. - to Dover. Any other solution will be second-best.
I further believe that our entry into the European
Economic Community has altered the situation and the
need for the motorway is now of top priority and urgent.

As you probably know, I have been campaigning for
this road improvement for six years and I was prepared to
accept the sclution of making the A.2 info a dual-
carriageway road with by-passes of the villages when I
saw the Minister responsible two years ago,providing the
Government got on with the job with speed. I also obtained
from him the promise,at long last, of a by-pass for
Canterbury. Our entry into Europe must make us think again.
The motorway is essential. I have therefore asked to
see the Secretary. of State,Mr.Peter Walker,to ask him fqr
a complete reappraisal of this road problem,with the object
of giving a safe highway to the continent as soon as
possible.

Yours sincerely,
Z)Z\)__,q'g( (::::tLJuh_1221 -

Brian A. Lewis,E8q.,
'Weston Villas',

1, High Street, Bridge,
ganterbury, Kent,




WHITFIELD PROTEST ASSOCIATION

Treagurer:
AR e v, Dampier
Chairman: Seoretidy : SRR B - DOMPAST
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r. A. % Thowss HE GRS Ledh) 4 Arvchers Court Road,
\ o . -‘:1 2 ’ g Rewsbw:y Gregcent, “mitfield
Archeis TIOW . A b - e LG,
rchers W s “mitfield. Dover. L
bt " Dover.

Honeywoad Road.

20 A
‘Thiv o ield. Dover. Keavaney 3903

8th June 1972

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Thank you very mach for your letter.,

Unfortunately I shall not be sble to attend
on Sunday morning as I shall be away.

If T cen get someone to be over there who
is good in front of a camera I mpst certainly will.

Regarding contacting people I have not
stopped from the word "Go" and I have now the Dover
Harbour Board and D.R.D.C, on my side and Dover
Borough in a somewhat hesitant mood. ' el

Yours sincerely, -

fPt@-Kﬂi\-Y,.Tiﬁ,gbp‘gpa

s A SN (s

John Purchese, Esq.,
Rosebank,

High Street,

Bridge,

Canterbury.,

ik,
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The A2| Group

Lhairman:
Dr. A. X, Thomss,
Archers Arrow,
Honeywood Road Whitfield
one; ; g Whitfield. Dove Hhitfie
it ieldaD & 55 e L
_____ Doverr, Kearsney 3503 Dover.

WHITFIELD PROTEST ASSOCIATION

9 Bewsbury Crescent,

l4th June, 1972.

Mr., John Purchese,
Rosebank,

High Street,
Bridge.

Dear Mr. Purchese,

It would appear that the time is now ripe
for a concerted effort to improve the whole of.
the A.2 from Brenley Corner to Dover.

I understand that your M.P., Mr. Crouch,
has spoken on these lines and I have written to
him today to suggest that a meeting of all
interested parties should be arranged.

Do you think this a good idea? If so, can
we meet fairly soon and discuss ways and means?

I am very anxious that we should go full
steam ahead as no doubt we shall not get another

opportunity as good as this.

Yours sincerely,

Chairman. o M
i %/Z.ﬁ ;

y gt misag€ e

il At T s

¢

2 Sy
:Q_EEL‘E.‘_E:A; : Treasurer:
Mr. J. A, Lewis, e G Ry

‘. Dampier,
6 Arcliers Court Road,
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residents of Bridge

" successive governments to
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s is a particular nonsense
some Ll others will
) isti 2, while '
mcntsgé fwtlsgml:igdc{,\ t20 follow a- single
t width carriageway (0 be f_;m"
through the Ha
estate  and Dukes
Meadows.  The Cantegbury
by-pass, the route of which 15

“The start of the by-pass pas

We do not know y¢

R the County Council ' structed

| property, . The i i ically defined, is too
L | rty, . The village has long term solution:|pot publically de s ‘
’I }getgnpepa{]mt long enough m!diOinhocusl;,igtoextendtth.Z close to the city and must

]

{ problem.

| thunder through ,
e A  planned and the whole scheme
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¢TIt could. L pal:tiallyl i;?é ;
A Harble- A.2 improvement scheme
; ‘and terbury and Lower Harble- the A2 imp

‘hesc 1?13 Aa;(;i down st(’Br'P?lSS» as well as the because it was warned that

that would improvement of the A.2 o jt objected to it and agitated

-

| Peter Walker and Mr, Page.

| Meetings with local authori-
Jﬂu have also been ar-
dranged, -

; This is a solution :
“be almost impossible to en- Dover

~action after

turned
. tend the

| ‘stead of a mo

| The road is a death tr.

| Mr. Crouch faid, “|
‘determined g .

~ larly the very
~speed limit, .

from

TOICE 3k 3
3 %

Crduch fo o The A2 deéi‘h toll 'fisé.é

press for

m“NO” : ‘

The Government has
down appeals to ex-
M2 motorway to
Dover. But Canterbury's
M.P., Mr. David Crouch, is
determined to have the
motorway extended.

i
{
*
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Boughton van

the promise of a by-pass in
']9’]})' does not solve either the
| “immediate or the long term

| The immediate problem is e
| the massive build-up of Cars w0 the purchase oi_land,.ifo e
et contamer]traﬂico,l_ge:mﬂc‘g;m the moment there is no

arge \ v

the village

Crouch, Minister of State
at the nt of the
; Mr.  Graham
:go said that ,mli exist-
i proposals should prove
adequate 1o  meet  ex-

needs. The

_pected traffic
| route will not be extended
until the mid-1970s. :
. Said Mr. Crouch, “I am[
not at all satisfied with this

answer. It only reveals that |

the Department of the En- |

vironment continues to un- ' dq
deresti /

imate the problem of
the A2 and the feeling of
‘everyone who has to use the
20-mile stretch from Dover
1o Brenley Corner. |

“They all have to ex-
danger of drivi o

of Criving - on an | ‘Arthur H. Page, of Ashford, who
English lane in-  wag uninjured, although he was

perience frustration
countr
n motor=
way. And, as those who live
on the route , the
r is very real indeed,

al

p.

The Secretary of State’s
deeis::n is almost certain to
arouse anger among coun-
cillors and residents who
have to live in fear that
another dea

r death crash like the
one at Bridge will again

t somethi
must be done. | believe u:;gt
with a united effort we can
bring to Government
feet :“ﬁyﬂutmwwﬂnﬁymwe
a :‘anfhl;o;l;'" i 'ch t';e

oW arr a
with Seoretary of State Mr.

i1

lunged into a row of sh ¥
' Bouses shops and

It is obvious 10 resylt in unnecessary dcmo]y

to Dover. : ¢
everyone Who liyes near Can-|ion of good houses.

apparently not to Nl 3
Iﬁi";‘ﬁaﬁi&éﬁt‘.’ Evefx if this egz]a;tﬁ;gg;ya t::;_rgxsrgybut o
were agreed, it would take (wo & e iaciontly far away
‘|Wincheap from - the - cily
centre, '

The problem is, what ci?ln
ted as a matter of urgency: | be done?: Some years ago the
i:e'?"o“ld save both the Can=| Council was forced (o support

tentative route.
It only a route could be

if
for the M2 extension, it would
get mnothing, but

oot

‘l‘b-bﬂ“’

_The_Lcw.er Harblcdown-_"byf not only

' driver killed in

* ./'. . »anothéi', ~:diS%lStér at
 Bridge averted

HE u'aﬂic terror of &;‘c A2 trunk road claimed another victim
yesterday (Thursday). In the early hours ‘a’ 26-year-old

the !

lanother eight years? Are the
\villagers of Bridge prepared

id divorcing. part. Of\ e anewer, surely, is “No™.

‘the Minister down here to sce

[views of local people.

rsonal
:i’oulgebe_far better than all

the local resolutions and well-

would . forfeit “the Courlty
Council’s support for the by-
Pagifr Member of Parliament,
David Crouch, has kept up
pressure on the Minister .of
Transport 10 accelerufe .[hc
programme. He has suc-
ceeded in getting the by-pass
in the ‘Ministry programme,
but a start is not envisaged
before 1978 and completion in

19%(2‘.[1 we, in Canterbury, wait

to. wait for four more years?

The only hope of achieving
action speedily is for David
Crouch to attempt: to bring]

for himself and‘to hear the
Such

confrontation

intentioned “‘sit downs".r

t Council offices.
t?%fglfgarget of the protest was
senior Government road engin-
eer, Mr. Rex Hammond, who wai
attending a special meeting o
the council to discuss the A2.

% Before going 1in, Mr. Ham-
mond listened patiently as Mr.
Purchese explained the protes-

'‘case. . :
tEﬁ-r.mérm'uch also attended the
meeting. " 2 &

Great emphasis '
" After the meeting, Mr. David
Foreman, the Deputy  Clerk,
said: “The many shortcomings
of the existing road and appar-
ent delays in overcoming the
difficulties were put by members
“with’ great emphasis to the two
Government representatives who
explained the many hurdles that
even small schemes must jump.
~ “Mr. Crouch revealed that Mr.
Graham Page, the Minister res-
ponsible for roads, was con-
cerned with local people’s con-
< cern over the A2 and Mr. Crouch
emphasised his intention to get
that concern translated into
action. Mr. Page is to visit the
area shortly.” .

Mr. Foreman added: ‘“Mem-

bers made it clear that needed
as soon as possible were the
Bridge by-pass, Canterbury by-
pass and, ompletion of dual-

Boughton man, Mr. Leslic R. G. Milburn, of 167b The Street,
led after his van was in head-on collision with an articulated -
lorry drive unit near his home. The accident happened soon after-
‘1'am. on the Fayersham side of the village at Nash Court Hill, |
near the ‘junction of the A2 and Chalky Lane., :

The tractor unit was being|'
riven towards Dover by Mr,

e tnounteaiﬁéi'ﬁi;éﬁgh‘t_;"h;d,
decided  to. stop ‘there | rather
than risk re-crossing the road. I,
was}x{x’t ou]t of control. .
Tt's alo aul down the hil
and I think the brakes may ha.v'elz

treated at the Kent and Canter-
bury Hospital for severe shock.
After the impact the van was
embedded under ‘the front of
the lorry and it took firemen
{)mm .g'rgverlshigm and Canter- ‘dax
ury - minutes .to free : ;
driver’s body. e L
And on Wednesday at Bridge
there was near-dlszster whgn ]
the brakes failed on a. lorry!
only yards from the spot where
an  articulated meat lorr

%
Y lay, Mr. Jo

of Bridge, -’ra.' leadin, hca

for  an end

xrror{ ,’saﬁld:
ITy to hear about the Bo

ton tragedy but hoth these in-

\cldents underline our cage)’
Mr, Purchese and his  co- ro-

Testing " ap toonglog a

me . a e County

Canterbury, which r,

killing the driver,

Loaded with tons of' ge
uice in barrels,. :heo‘lg;%%i?f

und lorrynlezvheducrossB ig
Hill, mounted” e pavement and!
stopped Inches from a row of
houses, S oo SR
b uI;:‘texiothg drlv%:l-,"; a Mr, 5
1 ondon,  blamed .m, next B %
eldent on & brake defect, | %nnterﬁury’rggggr.
‘He to entish. Gaz- ,Cmach. Who has ta
very slowly "gw"ﬁgﬁelﬂghmd overn-|
"%Jga'te. lf‘a‘v’eruham'd II&“P.R% ::I!

Jover M.P, Mr, Peter: Rees, will

ublic|
otel,
1 start at'

‘Mr. David!

Pepp
the. Tn:

y

en up the |

carriageways  between villages

| by. the police to enforce speed
limits.

| “The members gave friendly
but firm notice of the 'council’s

intention to continue to press

| Véry hard’ for these improve-

| ments,”

| Mid-Kent Motorway
The Department of tHe En-

| | vironment revealed this week

that Mr. Page will shortly an-

nounce proposals for a further

ngyml(lﬁ:z g)f ttt:et Mid-Kent Motor-
‘between Maid

and Folkestone. s

The announcement is expected
to be made on June 27 and at
the same time related proposals
will - be ublished - for inter-
gl:&rﬁgs\ avgetegsergl_aung roads and
Totarway, es. affected by the
~In a statement the depart-
ment says: “The M20 motol}')w;ty
forms part of the lans to re-
lieve the heavily congested all
purpose roads south and east of
London, in particular it will re-
lieve the overloaded A20 trunk
road, If it is decided to build a
Channel Tunnel the M20 will
become the _Principal route for

Tunnel.” !
¥ The department is organisin

@
‘the e iti

“will be in St

and, immediately, some action

| road tra@c'-to and from' the

Xhibitions, One will'be hel



“The by-pass is .urgently re-
quired to relieve congestion and
difficult conditions ¢
heavy through traffic using
TIATTOW

7 and tortuous section,”
Mr.-Page said. 2

The new' road, 2,51.6-9 yards
mmwg : 4:t§y v:—inuf car-
f =) Y - . ecar-
riageways with 12 ft. wide grass
verges. e
It will leave the j A2
about a half-mile west the
fﬁouﬁlﬁ e E;miging}tha g
e village and rejo
DAL tho Dloveh Tox end it Hnks
(-5 2 N €
up with a'o;e‘;r, lengtgd £ dual-
j Ti ' on which work has'
S ; - T . . S g 3 = ith the Lower Harbledown by-
The A2 claimed another victim when the d_rlvef of this Morris Minor van died after it was in g;s,_whl ittt w?hed toatatl
collision with an articulated lorry tractor unit at Boughtoq early yesterday (Thursdgy). in 1973, although Bridge-Blean,
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e il s . s e s

e La

| e e Wedaaaday This imiea heavy bery suffered
| Another incident on the A2 at Bridge brought homeithe village’s vulnerability on Tednan Xicl Bl

‘ : a wall
brake trouble and ended up on its offside of the road only inches away from & WEk L

Aaaie

| Joseph’s” Roman Catholic Hall, K
A'\B.rrabean”}{oad, Cheriton, on |

July 14 gnd 15, {

| Plans of the proposals will he | (b6~
;(LJIT(I display and officials of the |

'[w.l/! ﬂ:{ -L 7\-
Partment’s ‘South Eastern

‘ ST e |
Treh | oienert VOTARRET  Mulilingulst== | - ¢
| Road Construction Tnit will bei #lﬂ s.f'..’:.[o“,l* A e
|Present to explain the proposals § i :
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‘}Lt’cau:,-n of the ‘inter-relation- 1 \RE E:Mh“dmgm e ' p
“ -::ip’of e i ST Folation- fenly 0" needs ch‘ldfﬂgdmc no feesa = Py "
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O Pregent as complete a picture :

48 poggible of what is proposed,
;l':i“"’m-ntutivcs of thup dgpnrl-
l'ml:“.' Channel Tunnel Studies
Roy and the RBritish Railways
'1',':“1 Wwill also be present to
o Vith questions about these
Hu"};? and material showing
Will 1 iannel Tunne)] proposals
o0 On display,

1€ motory ‘ay project s under {
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Oonfrontéﬁon—betwcen Government road

0

engineer, Mr. .

Rex Hammond (centre) and ‘A2 protesters, outside Bridge-
Bie:n Rural District Council offices on Mo:;day‘. Afterwards, -

Mr. David Foreman, Deputy

Clerk, said the council mem-

bers told Mr. Hammond that it would conﬁnuihto pr;élss'for :
| improvements on the A2 and would ask for the po ice to
T , enforce speed limits. - ‘

A TOP Goyermnment road en-
gineer was confronted by pro-
testers calling for an end to the
A2 traffic horror when he came
to Canterbury yesterday (Mon-
day) for special talks with

%mromgthe
i re-
cent death crash in the narrow

N e———

e

‘A2 protesters.
Ministry man

ut- | Wil nolt dismiss as enamymw.

ter | Exastern  Docks,

%

o ot

downl t0 seé the road within the
next ttwo or three weeks, =

stepped for-

was held behind locked doors. |
- After ‘the demonstration M,
Purchese said, “Wie have given
the Ministry a two-week ultima-
tum. Unless something construc-
tive is done within that time we
Hold a: demonstration  the
day's” E
- Mr, Purchese and his co-pro-
tiesters are considering the pma_m-
of holding a' major

b rmm— e S R S

fobby |

" | publie.  highway . and . therefore !
/| not liable to' police action., ;= |

PO | nassing through the docks dur=
Cene ing® March ‘inicreased
%ne{a- at the Department of the

3 it, who has special ey
responsibilities in  the  South-| =
Bridge-Blean - Rural  District e :

e b6

hinder the movement of. heavy |
lorries, but would niot be on the |

e

My, Purchese added, ‘‘We have’|
just seen the latest figures for
Dover which show that. in' 1972 |
the mumber of heavy Jlorries

s

44.46 per cent over March last
4 T RSGR ee

TR - i

; pi - B

€.
demo ‘at  Dover's
. which  would




man Mr. Rex ‘Hammond outside Bridge-B
offices yesterday (Monday).

 Bridge lorry
crash mystery
still unsolved

A2 protesters buttonheling Ministry lean Rural District Council :

| Inq'u_c»St—itloldf"of ol

_ driver’s pains
. —fox;x lorry demolished a._Bridge

home “remains_ an  unsolv
Wilfred Mowll, on Tuesday

HE accident in which a 31

mystery,” said the Coronér, Mr,

at the end of a two-

Reginald Chr
of 11 Cornwa

¥ o i
jorry -erashed S S

90/92" High Street,

‘He had found no evidence of
peptic ulcers, br.}t,? ' found a
sizeable = cancer -of the. lung
which could have ‘cauised the
pain in his shoulder ‘and back.
This cancer was . inoperable
{and Mr. Christopher ‘would have
| died within the next year cr two.
| ' There ' was' nothing wrong
‘with' his, heart or brain and he
was in‘ a’fit state of hedith to

drive the lorry. No alecchol was
found in‘his blood..” =
| . Dr. Forbes gave the cause of
deéath. as fracture. of  the “spine.
| Death was instantaneous.
| © "Mr. Leonard Turner, of Forge
4§ Cottage,” 51 High Street, Bridge,
said he had been awake before
| the accident and heard a heavy
lorry coming from Canterbury.
| Its engine was making a whin-
| ing x:imse and sounded as if it
was doing 40-50 m.p.h. Then
heard the crash. B 4 he\
Master baker .Mr. Edwin
BaKer was working in his
bakery in High Street, Bridge,
when he also heard a whine
from a larry coming from Can-
terbury just hefore the crash.
He 'said the whine ‘sounded as
ifi.it came: from the transmis-
| sion. 3 i
| Police Sergeant Brian Foster
| said he had examined 'a Scania
| lorry of similar design, but had
found no way a: driver could
| catch his foot under-any of the
| pedals, 3 :
|| ‘High revs’ S
#||. The whine could have come
1| from the vehicle being driven in
°}{ low gear at “high revs™ so that
| it could climb the hill on the
. other side of the village.
| Police Sergeant  Stanley
|

Groves said that it was not until
0.15 a.m. that Mr. Christopher
was released from the cab ofy
|| his 40ft. lorry. 3
| * Set. Groves read a report from
| an inspector from-the Depart-
ment of the Environment which
outlined the ‘damage to the
vehicle. :

It said that the vehicle had ||
heen serviced on May 14, and
the trailer had good:tyres and
brakes. The tyres on the lorry|
were only 10 per cent. worn,
but because of the damage the
brakes and steering could not
be! tested.

No mechanical fault could be
found which might have caused
rthe accident, -

Mr. Mowll said that although
the brakes and tyres appeared
to be in good order there had
been no sign of brake marks on

fore the acei- oad surface.
ner woke him | tBe 1050 SUGLE combined elr-)
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DER NEDERLANDEN

KONINKRIJK

AMBASSADE VAN HET

ROYAL NETHERLANDS
EMBASSY

Economic Department
38 Hyde Park Gate
Tondon S W 7

2
No. ..9463... 15?bwﬂuﬁﬂm192mmemm“”

Dear Sir, .

I refer to your letters of 18t and
to advise that I have

10th June, last, and wish 2t
handed your letter, addressed to the Minister of
Transport, to the Netherlands representatlve. at

the European Conferernce of Ministers of Transport
held in London this week.

; However, I ishould like to point out
that the proper person to whom to address your
representations is the Minister for Transport
Industries in the Department of the Environment.

Yours faithfully,

C.H.A. Plug, VA
Counsellor (Economic).

o AR ot

Mr. John Purchese
Rogebank

High Street
Bridge .
CANTERBURY |
Kent.




From: . Roger Moate, M.P,

ity

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA

3 21st June 1972

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Thank you very much for your letter of 15th June on
behalf of the A.2 Group. May I offer my own congrat-
ulations to you on the formation of this group and
wish you every success in what I believe to be a
vital cause.

I am very sorry indeed that I will not be able to
attend the meeting because of prior constituency engage-
ments but yoy can be assured that I am whole_heartedly
behind alljefforts, not only to improve the A.2 but to
ensure that the Government takes steps to remedy the
previous failure to make motorway provisions from
Brenley Corner to Dover.

The maps of the proposed motorways of Britain demonstrate
clearly the glaring ompfission of proper motorway connec-
tions to the crucial south east ports. We mud strive to
correct this, both in the interests of the quality of
life in the south east and for the sake of commercial
common sense.

At last we are getting the proposed Boughton and Dunkirk
by-pass and I have been informed that, subject to the
satisfactory completion of the statutory procedures,
work should commence in the middle of next year. That
we have had to wait so long)for this piece_meal approach
is a major criticism of all previous Governments.

J. Purchese Esq
25 High Street
Bridge
Canterbury
Kent
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terror of the A2 reached a new;

jalong the road mandated the
\“whatever action necessary” to|
ichange the Government’s mind.

There were calls for a “com-

strong audience at the County}
| Hotel, Canterbury, which would

& > i e P S —
SROTESTS: against the traffic in 1970 it carried 16250, said L O ced. than tho other |
: o the ! end, he said. There were 14,000 |
con- & day here but at Dartford the

Cllr. Payn

peak at a public meeting onlbusiest in Europe and A
~ 3 = ol £? In @ 1962, Higu
Friday. Angry villagers living ;i e-(flreig?,t Jorries were shipped, Where the money in Kent had

ugh the port, in 1970 there | been spent.

Dover  Harbour was

expand.

)

ire-formed A2 Group to takeWere 83,277 and the 1971 figures . ~O¢ "0AM LR P50 S Yeing

ere running 49 per cent. up.

a total of 230,000 lorries a:yea
by 1975.

‘mando group” from the 300-}- The protesters must be deter-

mined not only to stimulate|
action but to ensure the job

| | take direct action.to press de- lgri improving ' the A2 was!
: 2iH {

jmands for a continuation of the
/M2 motorway.

| | One speaker suggested: “Hire
2 TIR lorry and take it to West-
minster” and veteran cam-
paigner Clir. A. J. Ross. said
{they - should sit down on the
Minist of the Environment's

Traffic problems at- each of
ithe villages on the road be-

were outlined and Kent County
Council representatives reaf-|

lagainst pressing for a motorway
#0 much that other work was

| The A2 Group, which was first’
formed in 1965 and died through

tween Brenley Corner and Dover |12

{firmed their support, but warned |/

hed, he said.
ONLY AGENTS

Cllr. R. H. Cooper, chairman
of Kent County Council's Roads
Committee, ' said they sympa-
thised but-were only agents of
the Department of the Environ-
ment.

He pointed out that in fact |
injury accidents at Bridge were ‘
If the national average for

that type of road. ;

‘“We would have liked to have
seen  a  motorway 'very, much |
but were not able to get it,”” he
said. The County Council wante:
z'help people living along th

“Help us into a coffin,” a

lack of interest, was re-formed
%the_ meeting which elected|
committee members, Wwho
f represent every affected com-|
munity.
. Three local M.P.s  were .in-!
vited to the' meeting but none
jattended. Mr. David Crouch|
(Canterbury), Mr. Peter Rees
(Dover)  and Mr. Roger Moate
| (Faversham) sent apologies and
| g\{:,meir support to the pro-
K TS.
Mr. Crouch wrote that' the
motorway sho}.l;ﬁ have top|
rﬂo » especially as entry|
‘into e Common Market had

1a1tered‘ the situation.

| _The meeting’s chairman, Clir,|
| /Tony  Payne, of Harbledown,
| jllldw : “The t:;mtm:hsltuauon is|
| worsenin suc! n
[ tnat it 15 seriously interterins

usly interferi
with daily life” e

Villagers could not walk the!
pu?:;mvgm :“d?:ﬁu" le?r and |
re at r) eve th
|own homes, ho eaid, ik 4
e reasons for situa
were a total lack of ov;‘:j-gll}
planning for roads in this rt
lof Kent’ ﬁnd gw Tailure of tggne
responsible Erasp the el
mentary evidence otp their. o%v?x'
S rne A%s1 capacity Wasl
e A2's capacity 9,
passeénger car umu’i:&ﬁm

e

! bug,”

woman ecried out. {

‘Mr. Allen Smith, the County
Surveyor, said: “There is an
overall plan, for the road—ad-
mittedly it is not the best planl
The County ' Council certainl
wanted a motorway and‘ wer
p;gsslng for this . back

Work took so long becaus
of the statutory processes whic
were

took 10 years from start t :

finish, he pointed out.
“A lot of tripe—liés and hum

said a woman as sh

walked ‘out of the meeting,

It was central government!
policy that the M20 motorway b
extended from Maidstone °
Folkestone, said Mr. Smith.

MAIN ROAD

Asked whose fault it was tha
the A2—the main road fro
London to Europe with entr
into the Common Market. com
ing—could not cope with th
traffic, Mr, Smith sald: “It
the fault of all of us, it is th
fault of the elector.” »

Since - the Wwar successive
governments had not spent the
money on roads which was
needed, he sald, fl

-

ey

icte ked into but junctions were
LR TN predmter} :%‘l)ateivcly close and tolls would

be expensive to collect.

| Traffic terror prbféSts
~ reach new peak

This énd of the A2, was more |

is 50,000 and that was

Toll roads were suggested, and

Mr. Smith warned the pro-
festers: “Do not press for a
motorway .so much - that the{
present work is stopped.”

Dr. A, K. Thomas, of Whit-
fleld Protest Association, said
the proposed line for the Dover
eastern  hy-pass was unaccep-!
table as it ran through the hub
of Whitfield. | \

A second’ line was being put |
forward by the County Council |
but the whole process of a public |
inquiry had to be gone through,
he said.

Cir: C. B. W. Stevens, of

{_:_B Some of the 300 A2 protesters who decided on Friday totharlfei‘r‘whaftgver action necessary” to get a motorway from _B’ffify cm’"ef_ to Doyey,

"A2 Group is re-formed

IN OPERATION

i
[

Buchanan = Report of
!19;5%}%‘0 had said nothing could
[ be done about traffic’in the city
| untjl a by-pass was in operation.
{ The proposed Upper and Lower
| Harbledown _ by-passes = would
cause a block when the traffic
reached the built-up areas of
| Canterbury. )
| N Cllr. MYchaet Fuller, chair-
man of Canterbury City Coun-
cil's Town Planning Committee,
said that a by-pass for the city
was vital. 1

The City Council was getting
together with other councils
from Brenley Corner to Dover
to co-ordinate joint action to get
the road finished.

Cllr, Ross said he had been
fighting this battle for 12 years.

“It. must be apparent from
what they themselves have to
say that the County Council can-
not do anything except support
our protests,” he said. “They
are only agents. The pérson you
have to get at is the Minister of
the Environment,

“If you cannot get any satis-
faction out of him, go and sit
on his bally doorstep—and . if
you are aggressive enough you
will eventually geét something
done,” said Clir. Ross.

There were two lines of action

Boughton where work on a by-
pass is due to start, also warned
of the delays caused by inquiries.

. Their. public. inquiry lasted!
only eight hours instead of an
expected ‘four . days ' 'because
many objectors failed to appear,
he said. y

Mr. John Purchese, of Bridgpi

said that the village's problems
were caused by the hills' at each
end and the closeness to the
High Street of the speed limit
signs. T }

It was nonsense “to expect
traffic to slow down to the cor-
rect speed in the distance given
he said.:

There - was . no *

€ pedestrian
crossing because

one—any other' Kind was use-
less.

Of the section completed
above Barham and Kln‘g)stoer?,
Mr. Purchese, said: “They have
tackled the open gections first
and it is sheer bosh.” ‘

People driving from these two

villages still face the Pprospect |-

open to the A2 Group, Said Mr.
Purchese: The official channel,
which meant getting more facts
through a census and then push-
ing ' through . eveny - avenue of
approach, and the unofficial sit-
ing ax}\lddmala)rches.

: a een  suggested that
the best place to sltg,rwas outside
the Eastern Docks at Daover
and, if there were enough of

them, it would be im

ja‘i% thtcr]r(l all, he said Gt toi
0 take unofficial action they |

needed the mandate of the megt“:‘

ing, he said, Thig was given

unanimously, !

he committe
el}:zctcd were: Mr(A= .'I(‘tl*lmnc m;:)*?;tz.f
gogs;g (Bridge), M., Roy Sea-

(Cnnterbury). (8)1] =~
%hael Fuller (Canterbury)r,' Chl’{:-
conl‘é Payne (Harbledown), Clir.

LB, tevens (Boughton).

come  from

villagers -
wanted a pedestrian-controlled -

and Gusto

wlﬁ}g;il Lydden, T%‘mple Ewell.i‘

K. 2690

of joining an A2 where vehicles
\x’xvue;(;\ passing at more than 70

Mr. Roy Seaborne, of ¢ £
bury, criticised ' the. ‘x?oigltg{e
starting time of the Canterbury

“pags of “the late 19705 oy
early 1980s." V. iniey

[ il

{

T




TANTERBURY and villages Zaldﬁg the AZ qfn;c‘)m'

Brenley Corner to D

‘mando squad determined to take whatever action
necessary to make the Department of the Environ-
ment change its mind over the extension of the|

Mn2|

Anger over the hazards in-

flicted on villagers by gigantic
lorres using the A.2: was

brought to a new crescendo

over have formed a com-

- when a 30 ton T.LR. meat
transporter - demolished
house and -shop at Bridge.

| killing the driver.
The commando squad move

meeting at the County Hotel,
‘| Canterbury, on Friday when
the village protest groups con-

County Council’s Surveying
Department and the chair-
man of the county Highways
Committee Mr. R. H. Cooper.

People came prepared to listen
and pto answer back. Angry
hecklers: who challenged Mr;
Cooper's-statement that the A2
improvement programme  was
#rolling = ahead acording 1.3
‘schedule but taking.a Tong time
either walked out of the meeting
or stayed 0
-~ But the. militant protesters
wg‘e warned by Mr, Cooper:
“If you are prepared to scrap
all the work in progress c{n
improvements you will " have to
go through all the public en-
uiries involved in a new roa
and it could take 19
: e meeting wa
!Br'irgllge-mean‘ Rural Dist‘ﬂfot
| Councillor 'Tony ' Paynteh e
fgave two reasons for e A

I situation. } b <

J 5 as a total lack
| Firstly there W trafiic in
iof overall plannmgafé’é' g,

men's S
AL mnc[-;,evqt-ig,?) % 4

-{a port.- In
lorries' were shipped through ! been

‘ﬂ. B

Ifollowed a  packed public|

fronted a feam from Kent|

to hear the full story. ||

15 to 20 years.” ||
s opened by |

he

i

to grasp i_h.e“él'emei'ﬂ;r evi-i
dence of their own. Stétis%tics. ¢ |
FREIGHT FIGURES |
- 'He said the A2 road capacity |
'was’9,000 car passenger units (al
method” of estimating used by
officials) but in*18700it" carried’
161200, S B sl R g =4
. Dover continued to expand as
1962 2,052 freight/|

Dover - harbour. By 1970 this ||
figure“rose” to- 83,277 ‘and last
.year’'s figures were 49 per cent|
up on this, .

y 1975 Dover Harbour

Fool ‘ :
- Board confidently predict that
“they will be handling 230,000,
~ CONTINUED ON PAGE S
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Mr. Smith produ
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A.2 CHAMPIONS :
All the protest groups alonz
the A2 were given a chance to
speak to the meeting and among.
them was Bridge
| John. Purc

.campaigning
the village te

illor

ne,
for Harbledown, said
ridiculous to consider building
a bypass for the village before =
the complete Canterbury &

d the pre
e proposals

representing

County S %
Allen. Smith, said. the e
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ed a list 0
improve-
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ITALIAN EMBASSY

No. 1599 - E/5/Trasp.

John Purchese, Esq.,
Rosebank,

High Street,

Bridge,

Canterbury,

Kent.

Dear Sir,

LONDON, WwW.1 €

14, THREE KINGS YARD
[S

3rd July, 1972

T refer to your letter of the 10th June 1972
to which you attached a communication for transmission
to_thewlhaldansMifistersofafransnoni=onwthe question

From: Peter Rees, Q.C.. M.P,

30th June, 1972,

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Thank you for your letter of
29th June and for the newspaper report of

your meeting, which I read with great interest

and sympathy.

As you know, I am working with your
own M.P., Mr., David Crouch), towards the same

objective.

Yours sincerely,

John Purchese, Esq..
"The A.2., Group,

25 High Street,

Bridge,

Canterbury,

Kent.
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BRIDGE-BLEAN RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

CLERK OF THE COUNCIL: I.F. SOILLEUX, D.M.A,
TREASURER: B.G.S.HASTE, AAC.CA, ACCA,ARMA.
ENGINEER & SURVEYOR! R J.THACKRAY, C.ENO, AMLMUNE, A M. |LH E.

SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR: J.W. A.BREWSTER

Your REF.

i mer | RIT/SD
3 July 1972
Dear Mr Purchese

The Council at their meeting on
their Building and Planning Comm

take steps to have the lettering remove

90/92 High Street, Bridge

COUNCIL OFFICES,
OLD DOVER ROAD,

(ENTRANCE FROM COSSINGTON ROAD )

CANTERBURY, KENT

TELEPHONE: CANTERBURY 664Ii (4 LINES)

28 June adopted a recommendation from
ittee that I should be instructed to
d from the boarding erected at

The Council appreciate your group's motive in painting the boarding
in this way at that particular time but feel that it is not now

unreasonable to ask that it be removed

I would point out that the letting constitutes an advertisement for
which planning permission should strictly have first been obtained

and that Bridge is within an area in the Kent County Developement Plan
designated as one of special control for the displaying of advertisements

In the circumstances I should be pleased to receive your assurance that
the letting will be painted out a2t an early date or a planning application

deposited for its continued display

Ygurs ely

f::::::::::=r- “

_ Engineer and Surveyor

J Purchese Esq . -

25 High Street
« . Bridge

Canterbury

Kent

P sy nn iy




Brian A. Lewis,

Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Hon. Sccrelaqr/ Treasurer:

1 High Street, Bridge,

Please reply to:- Mill Cottage, Bekesbourne, Kent.

P.J. Thackray Esq.

Engineer and Surve}or. / padd iy
Bridge-Blean Rural District Council,

0ld Dover Road,

Canterbury, Kent.

PJT/SD

Dear lMr. Thackray,

I am very teful that you should have written to me
concerning the property at 90/92 High Street Bridge, because - firstly -
it gives me an opportunity of expressing the thanks of everyone in the
village and those sympathetic to the road problem in the County for the
extremely efficient and prompt way in which your Department and you
yourself coped with the immediate problem of safeguarding the property
at the time of the incident.

As to the slogans BAN TIR NOW and BY-PASS ERIDGE, you
may be interested to know that a great many people reading the decision
of the Planning and Building Committee expressed their surprise that a
local body could be so far out of touch with the feelings of those who
have to live in the vieinity of the road., I am not speaking of young
radical people but middle-aged and elderly and responsible folk. Ome
man of 66 volunteered to me to paint the sign back if your Council was
foolhardy enough to obliterate it (his words) .

We are not anxious to create diﬁiculttu with aa:i el
Authority who has no control over the road; and there must of neces
be only iome weeks left before the hoarding is dismantled for rebuilding'
of the premises, 80 I would be grateful if you would send me the Council's
planning application form which we will return completed at once to the
Council, so that a Planning Application can be nade. After all, the
wording has a salut

where we have interviewed TIR drivers at
A2; and life and 1limb ghould be firmly in the fo front of the

priorities in thie matter.

Yours eincerely,
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Department of the Environment, Hoom S6/05

2 Marsham Street London SW1P 3EB
Direct line 01-212 7102
Switchboard 01-212 3434

Your reference

B A Lewis Esq I
Weston Villas ur reference
1 High Street TPRA 23L/19/01
Date
mgg;mmx )3 June 1972
Kent AL S
Dear Sir

1. I have been asked to reply to your letters of 5 and 8 June, both with enclosures,
which were addressed to the Minister for Transport Industries about the Az trunk
road between Brenley Corner and Dover.

2. T should like to say how sorry we were to hear of the recent fatal accident
in Bridge. Our Regional Controller (Roads & Transportation) is investigating the
circumstances of this with the local police to try to discover its cause and to
determine whether there are any measures which might minimise the risk of further
accidents.

3. I understand you have already written to the Department about the improvement
of A2 and that replies have been sent to you from the Regional Controller's office
in Guildford. I am afraid there is little I can usefully add to what has already
been said to you. As you know plans are already being implemented for the conver-
sion of A2 to dual carriageways from the end of M2 (Brenley Corner) to Dover,
with by-passes of the villages along its route. The schemes associated with this
comprehensive improvement are going ahead as fast as resources permit.

li. Then the construction of the proposed by-pass of Bridge depends among other
things on the making of Statutory Orders which are required to establish the route
of the new road, the layout of the associated side roads and possibly for the
compulsory acquisition of land. These 6rders have to be published in draft form
and a period has to be allowed for objections to be made. Dependent on the volume
of objections and their nature it may also be necessary to hold a Public Inquiry.
I am afraid these are time-consuming processes, but they have been designed to
protect the interests of the individual by giving those who may be affected
opportunity to comment on or object to the proposals. I am sure you would agree
that it is essential for the interests of the public to be so protected. We expect

to publish the draft Orders in the autumn and if they are subsequently nade, work
should start on the by-pass in 197L. L ehind {

5. Because these statutory procedures have to be undertaken I am afrasid I can
offer no hope that an earlier start of work would be possible as you have suggested.

Yours faithfully




REGIONAL CONTROLLER
(ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION)

Department of the Environment

POFTEACCIA NI AA Y =2a e na'a
(South Eastern)

Edgeborough 74 Epsom Road Guj - it oo
Telex 85335 AB Drese Guildford lldford Surrey

Telephone 0483 (Guildford) 71101 ext  2T4

J Purchese Esq Your reference
g:;;bg:];eet Our reference
e DSE 200/09/TR 34/020
Kent. - 4 July 1972

{
Dear Sir |

LONDON-CANTERBURY-DOVER TRUNK ROAD A 2 — BRIDGE BY-PASS

1., Mr Harold Wilson MP has passed your letter and enclosures dated 5 June 1972 about
the need for a by-pass of Bridge to Mr John Peyton, Minister for Transport Industries,
who has asked me to reply to you on his behalf,

2, At the present time, the main through traffic routes between Iondon and the Channel
Ports are by way of the A,2 and A,20 trunk roads. Ultimately, however, it is proposed
that these two routes will be superseded by a Mid Kent motorway running roughly parallel
to the A.20, details of which were published in draft form for publie comment on 27 June
last. This new motorway, when comstructed, would attract much of the through traffic |
|
|

which now uses the A.2 trunk road and would also provide access to the Channel Tunnel if
constructed. It is however, still accepted that it will be necessary for the A,2 to be
improved, and this is being and will be achieved by providing second carriageways along=-
gide that existing where possible and constructing by-passes around the villages including
Bridge. It is anticipated that this work will be substantially complete by the mid 1970s.

3. Preliminary work on the preparation of the Bridge By-Pass is now in hand and is
proceeding satisfactorily. It will not, however, be possible for any construction work |

and 9 -

to be put in hand until such time as the necessary Legal Orders under Se?timn 7 l
1971 have been made, These Orders are required to establish |

e e o teration of side roads which would be :

the route of the new road and to anthorise the al
affected, and it may well be necessary, because of objections, for a Local Public Inquixy

+ is hoped to be able to |
to be held. ection with this, I can advise you that i l
publishetheselgrgznrz in draft for pu{ﬂio comment later this year. It will also be N |
necessary for the land which is required for the scheme to be acquired, Whilst ;te pnfto ‘
to acquire such land by agreement wherever possible, it may be necessary to r:ao
oo s, 1 thoh i 8 D T T i i e

c

JEoooTRBL o1 dooa denigars e okzln; :o be affected the opportunity to comment

public whose property or interests are 1q: s e

do
opals, Whilst these processes do, AN
= O:Fdobj_ggt 2 thz p;-ozime to complete, you would agree, 1 am sure, that it isazas e
b, St tected in this way. T am attaching a coRy

for the interests of the public to be pro A
bogkle: which is published by the Department about these Oxders whio
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ted the guggestion that heavy 890 T AR
o ;arefully inﬁﬁ;ig? he A.,2 which passes through Brids..olT%;ah:mmoh ;“
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pavid Crouch, MaEq ‘N\:

July 6,1972

Dear Mr.Purchese,

Thank you for your letter
of June 29th and the newspaper yeport
of the meeting of the A2 Group 1in
Canterbury last week.

I had already seen one report,
but I was glad to have your copy as it
served as valuable material for my meeting
yesterday with the Parliamentary Under-—
Secretary of State at the Department of
the Environment,Mr.Keith Speed, M.P.,with
whom I discussed the whole problem.

I will keep you informed of progress
in this.

Yours sincerely, i
John Purchese,Esq.,

Y)«M‘a& C ol
The A2 Group,

25, High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent.
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M, R, Crux, A.R.I.B.A., M.S.I
Helios House, ’ i
The Street,

Barham, Nr, Canterbury.

5th July, 1972.

q4%1-339

J. Purchese, Esq.,
Rosebank,

High Street,
Bridge,

Nr, Canterburye

Dear Mr, Purchese,

I attended the meeting that you held in the County Hotel a fortnight ago

and made the point that the road proposal to by pass Dover has been

designed as a single carriageway road, If there is to be an Inquiry

about this road it seems to me that your group should make representations
about this proposal which in some ways seeils to me the most extraordinary
proposal of all when one considers that no major road nowadays is built to
single carriageway., I visited the Exhibition at Dover when the road was
first shown and asked one of the Ministry's designers how they had arrived

d should be single carriageway and he assured
me that this had been done on the basis of projected figures for continental
traffic in 1990. By chance we hed obtained forecast figures from the Dover
Harbour Board sometime ago in connection with another purpose and on checking
through these figures I cannot possibly see how they can be reconciled to the
Engineer's claim, According to information that we were given, the Harb?ur
Board were expecting a compound annual increase of 12% per annum of traffic
until the opening of the tumnel., This would bring about by 1977 a load of

23 milli i . Should the tunnel be built somewhere about
% lion vehicles per annuim e e

1978 th hat this would halve the amount of
ey estimated t at natthril 085 they

th 3 Sd om] Ound er annum S0
ere would then be a rise of &F comp P We were also

though k to 2 million vehicles per yeal.
gt they wom e ted traffic per day through=-

given information showing the amount of anticip
out the year which showed that in mid-August of 1985 there WOﬂihbgiigitg;};:iy
in excess of 13,000 vehicles per day going to the Harbourhin eart e .
I would think we must assume that at Jeast 15% would be the so S e
traffic about which we are all complaining and for these, 133 {guone direction
passenger car units are allowed making a total to be cal‘l‘r:ment of the
only of 16,912 p.c.u's. As far as I could tell the Depa B load in excess
Environment recommend that dual carriageways o
of 9,000 p,c,u's so that clearly there must be a ce.:*zke1 for oo even oo oane
and in fact if the calculations are only 20% under the
for three lane dual carriagewaye :

d otherwise
I think someone must press for the PrOPartd?lSiichf.rgg;Bo:m
think we chall soe LRESELCE Bituatioz tgiat :ect.ion above Bishops
a second carriageway is %0 pe added to O ow year's 8gos If, of course,

: d

was built as a single carriageway rod raded to motorway
pass Dover upg

we could get the section Oftﬁgaghngggld village problem because

standards th 1d solve o) & may per
no longe:- ma}j:.: ﬁgg ofsroundabouts on the road atb all w

best solution,




ro Hon. Secretary/ Treqe
Brian A. Lewis,  urer

G ‘I 1 High Street, Bridge

Canterbury, Kent =

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

please reply to:- {11 Cottage, Bekesbourne, Kent,

D. Crouch Eeq.y MePuy 1199
House of Commons,
London SWi

Dear Mr. Crouch,

Last week the Committee lembers of the A2 Group mét to
plan the first moves over the road following the public meeting held in
Canterbury.

Ve are going to hold & 24hr. census which will record
types of vehicles as well as numbers, and as soon as we have held this
we will provide you with the figures obtained, broken down into hours,
numbers and types, together with any analysis we feel would be helpful,
One of the problems as we see it is that the Department of the Environment
surveys have only counted axles (with the electronic counters) and made
these figures up into peu's rather than checked what vehicles are involved.

I enclose a copy of our newsletter sent to the 200 .
people who attended the public meeting. TYou will see that we intend’
delivering a memorandum to the D. of E. at 2 Marsham Street SWl on
Saturday week. The intention had been to ask you if you would be able
to attend to help in the handing over; but Erian Lewis (our Secretary)
was due to enter Kent and Canterbury Hospital for the extraction of four
wisdom teeth and botlnon/ﬁ have not contacted you early enough to give
fair warning. What we will do if we may is to give you an advance copy
of the memorandum early next week, and should you agree with the contents
poesibly you could endorse the views. Ve wish to stress to the Minister
the need for overall planning, & minimum of duwal carriageway the entire
way from Brenley Corner to Dover and some sense of urgency, with the EEC
s0 close. The latest figures from Dover are disturbing; in the month
of April 1972 there was a 37.93% increase in goods vehicles compared with
a year ago, and the tonnage carried stood at 190,542 tons sgainst the
previous year, an increase of 22,69%.

e e

Thank you for your barrage of questions in the House
last week. I agree with your published views that it provoked some thought
Ethoundnotthcmthoritylndcouldnmt in a speed-up in bringing the

up to fit European standards.

Yours sincerely,




% I005~BLEAN BURAL DIOTRYCY |

- Address:
41 014 Dow
- Canterbury

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACTS|

7 July 1972
Advertisomont siga 99/92 Hy

In any future correspondence
please quote

Dear Sir(s), aaTes AT : 1 g E
Your application for planning permission dated the 7 July 1

Council Ofﬂqes

™o

| STE o

)

has been received and if within T two/Hee¥ months of the above datek you ha
Local Planning Authority of its decision, you are entitled, unless the application

72 | Py}
not been given notice by the
s,already- been referred by the

Authority to the Secretary of State, Department of the Environment, to appeal to the/Minister in accordance with

Sections 23 & 24 of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1962, by notice served w

in six months from that date.

(Appeals must be made on a form which is obtainable from the Secretary of State, De?artment of the Environment,

Whitehall, London, S.W.1.).- You may, however, by agreement in writing with the
the penod in which a decision of the Authonty is to be given.

To

| J Purchese Esq,
Mill Cottage
Bekesbourne
Canterbury

T Delete when necessary,

gcal P mngAuthonty, extend

s

[N
-

Py e
by



z Gro Ho.n. Secretary/Treasy,
‘l I. Brian A. Lewis, |
1 High Street, Bridge, [
i Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2 ‘

S—

Please reply to:- hatd (ottage, Belehorne, Kewk . |

The Minister of St‘tQ' 22.7.1972

The Department of the Environment,
2, Marsham Street,
London, SWiP 3EB

Dear Mr. Walker,
I have been instructed by my Committee (which was elected at a public

'meeting held recently in Canterbury by some 300 interested people) to write

to you concerning the Department's attitude to the A2 trunk road.

In 162 days from today's date we are due to join the Common Market,
but there appears no sign of recognition of this fact when the present
piecemeal improvements on the A2 south of the M2 are examined.

The A2 is at present carrying a high proportion of the heavy goods
vehicles arriving from countries in Europe and parts of Asia by croes-
channel ferry at Dover. "In the month of April 1972 there was a 37.93%
increase in goods vehicles through Dover compared with a year ago, and the
tonnage carried at 190,542 tons was 22.69% up". (Freight Transport
Association). = ’

The A2 in parts is 18' wide. Following the Brussels Agreement 40 ton
lorries will start using the road next January. We feel that tremendous
danger will result for both the drivers and the people who live on the
road. There has been no hint of urgency put into the work of improving the
A2 where roadworks have started, and we continue to receive bland assurances
from all official sources that the A2 is adequate. The Member of Parliament
for Canterbury, lr. David Crouch, recently tabled 11 Questions on the
subject, and we join him in his anxziety.

The M20 is offered by the Department as the answer to the A2 problens,
but even when this is built it will not present the relief your Department
suggests, since - for one thing - there are no links at the ends. The
proposed 420 stops at Folkestone, so Dover traffic will be impeded reaching
the 1M20. At the London end it does not link satisfactorily with either
the Dartford or Blackwall Tunnels, but lurches into the suburbs of
Lewisham. Excepting for a short section in the Rochester Way area, the A2

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT,

In any inquiry please quote 9 MARSHAM STREET,
IﬁNDON’ s'w‘]"

"""""""""""""""""""""""" ; Date as postmark

dated
Receipt 18 acknowledged of your etter

02 July 1972

reference A2
jon
which 18 receiving attentl

o . 886 |
2';1'::;]:2 M720640 100M cWW.LTD l




Brian A. Lewis,
1 High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Hon, Secretary/Treaauier:

Please reply to:-

provides an excellent road from North of the Blackwall Tunnel all the way
to Brenley Corner, with good connections for the Dartford Tummel.
Consequently, when one also considers that the A2 is the old Roman Watling
Street, you have a straight line road from London to within twenty miles

hovercraft link between Foulness International Airport and the Herne Bay
area of the Kent coast will additionally load the A2 with goods and
passengers,

The census figures on which so much of the Department's calculations
rest, appear to be pcu figures obtained with electronic counters. Ve
are not satisfied with this, end propose to hold a 24 hour census of our
own, analysing types of vehicles as well as numbers, in hourly groupings.

Tc make the EEC countries aware of the risks their TIR drivers
take in journeying from Dover to Brenley Cormer we have been in touch
with the Ambassadors of each country, and their Ministers of Transport
were contacted when in London recently for discussion with Mr. ‘Poyton.

We now propose to ensure that the commercial interests of the EEC
countries sre made aware of the inadequacies of the A2, They may be
surprised, as it is commonplace in Europe to find motorways right up to
the principal ports, as you probably kmow.

A German Television team hes already filmed on one of the bad A2
spots. The crew were in Britain posing the general question "Ig Britain

ready to join the EEC"?

If the 112 is not to be extended from Brenley Corner to Dover, an
immediate concerted programme must be implemented to include & Canterbury
bypass (taking in Harbledown), bypesses for the villages undertaken and a
route ®r the Dover Docks section so designed that does not bisect the

village of Whitfield.

ving in its
He 162 daye is not long. If the Government is serious i =

attempts to med:ym“" of membership of the Community it might n:t.
now, be far-fetched to suggest that the Departmnt of the Environmen
treat the matter as one of national urge

Reference No, Department of The Environment,

0 7 The Divisional Road, Engineer (South Eastern),
@DJQ/T{LSQ'IOZO s "lé‘g;emrough",

Epsom Road,
Reference No, P Guildford, Surrey. .

Date 2717&,\}1119 1972

Yours faithfully,

ﬁ" Divisional Road Engineer,

17/7 M727834 13M Cww,L1D, B86

of Dover - and the heavy goods driver will continue to use A2, The planned

—— et seeal e e
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Hon. Secretary/T y

?'}ih?‘:hA- Lonit reasurer:
Street, Bridge,

Canterbury, Kent %

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Please reply to:- Mi11 Cottage, Bekesbourne, Kent.

18.7.1972
D. Crouch Esq., M.P.,
House of Commons,
London, SWi
Dear M#, Crouch,
£ Thank you for your letter receiwed this morning.

By this time you should have received the draft memorandum
to lir, Peter Walker, so in due course we will hear your comments.

I shall be having talks this evening with my colleagues about
the Census, which we agreed in principle at our last Committee Meeting.
The problem of course is how to hold one on a weekday/night 24 hours, as
figures teken over a weekend would tend to be impacrate. Erian lewis
and T did in fact have a Census back in May 1964, where heavy commercial
vehicles ﬁmoduced the following facts:-

Highest numbers: 4-5p.m. 8 heeding N, 23 heading S
Lowest e : 12 midnight - 5a.m. None heading N
12 ae " Gacmn NOM h'&dins S

Tpaffic flow was 6,645 vehicles for 24 hrs.

I have the full figures, but they are rather academic now.
When we have held the Census (about two to three week's time) I will see
you get the figures ahead of any publication we pake do.

W)
would be good enough to telephone or write

If your Secret Bridge - Tel: Bridge 254 -

to Brian lewis, (our Secretary), at 1 High Street,
we would be ve;'y(happy to hold a special meeting with you to discuss common

I telephoned
arrangements and strategy. I hope you got the information
through to Mr, Brow: whﬁ I saw in the Gagette the liet of your Questions

aeked the other day.

Yours sincerely,

5 | 2T 7 (L‘K,\‘J.L,A,_,,D Rotanaw i,
profofomn . Thew usere A M‘*«‘J aﬁa-mu* e
) ' cuk M.Lc.tﬂd-v) i
Gﬂ“_“’(""‘ 1ar-l (AJJ‘_,\W - (lda M .
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THE A2 GROUP Newsletter *1
TR 8.7.1972

The aims of the A2 Group are to persuade the Department of the
Environment, and the Ministry of Transport Industries, that the;r
present policy of piece-meal improvemgnt along th§ A2 Trunk r;gbl
from Brenley Corner to Dover need radical rethinking. .The P ¢ Len
is one that should be conceived as one major problem, with traffic
densities far higher than envisaged at present. There should be
dual carriageway the entirve lengtn pf the road if the policy of
extending the M2 to Dover is not foilowed.

These points have been made in Perliament by our Members without
the Government giving any sign of recognition of the size of ?he
problem, To help *hem understand this better the A2 Group will be
delivering a Memorandur to the Department of the Environment at 2
Marsham Street, London SWiP 3EB on Saturday July 22 at 14,30 a.m.

It would be helpful if our supporters who can mansge it could be
there to give some encouragement. We can arrange bus transpor? from
East Xent Bus Station in Canterbury to and from Marsham Street if
sufficient members wish to use this means. The cost would be about
70p per head. Would anyone wishing to go please drop a note to the
Chairman at the address at the end of this Newsletter, by Saturday
July 15 giving details of numbers resquired, name address and telephone
number please.

On Saturday August 5 we propose tc hand in Memoranda to the Consuls
of the EEC countriss who have offices in Dover, followed by a Note to
Dover Harbour Board. Meeting place is 134 Snargate Street, Dover at
10.30 a.m. No buses will be laid on for this as there are plenty of
ways to get to Dover cheaply. Naturally, we would be delighted if
you came to both gatherings with posters, placards or devices saying
that action must soon be taken over the A2 as there are only 176 days
to our joining the EEC (as at 8.7.1972) !

People you may wish to contact in the A2 Group are:—
Sec/Treasurer: Brian A. lewis, 1 High Street, Bridge, Canterbury,

Cllr. A.G.L. Payne, "Woodside", Bigoerry Hill, Harbledowm, ot

Canterbury, Kent
Roy F. Seaborme, 11 Manwood Avenue, Canterbury, Xent

Cllr. WMichael F. Fuller, 33 S%. Michael's Place, Canterbury, Kent,

Cllr. C.B.W. Stevens, 1428 High Street, Boughton, Faversham, Kent.,

Although a lot of figures are availab
number of sources, few of these cle
cars, lorries and the very large TIR lorries: the peu i
sincg the electronic counters merely recordea the iumbgii:fWZEISEV1sed
passing thg check point. We will be mounting our own traffic census
at a midpoint firstly aiong the A2 to get some fresh figures, and
one who could help with this work which would involve shifts’ov zny
24 hour period, should get in toueh with the Hon. Secretary. 8

le of traffic returns from a
arly differentiate between private

Qood campaigning. We will be in touch with you again shortly.

JOHN PURCHESE,
Chairman A2 Group,
Mill Cottage,
Bekesbourne,

Canterbury, Kent,

.
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As the hard bargaining between ﬂ-.#m?..u:n_, the Six E.E.C. countries on
a common road transport policy gets under way FRANK GOULD looks at
the background to the dispute and its likely outcome. :

YHIS week a high level
~ E.E.C. delegation is visit-
ing Britain to discuss. with
government officials the E.E.C.
proposals for the weight and
dimensions of road vehicles.
A Common Transpont Policy
is a part of the Treaty of Rome,
~and, once a member of the
mmunity, Britain = will ' be
bound by whatever regulations
are adopted. S Eaie
These discussions are likely

to be the beginning of a series

of long, drawn-out negotiations
because to accept E.E.C. propos-
als would mean increasing the
maximum weight of lorries per-
mitted on our roads from 10

I: _to 11 metric tons per
e weight and ' from 32 tons
to 40 tons gross weight.

The British government has
expressed “very strong reser-
vations” on the E.E.C. proposal,
as it is entitled to do as an
applicant ™ country. Its opposi-
tion to - the Community’s plan
is supported by the three other

applicant countries—Denmark,
Eire and Norway—who all
broadly operate a maximum

limit ‘of 10 tons per axle weight.
But this is not the only reason’
why - the  discussions are likely
to be protracted. It;has taken
the Six E.E.C. countries ten years
to reach a compromise on this
problem which affects not only
transport costs but also the
ability of lorry manufacturers
to produce and sell to the whole
E.E.C. market. In addition it
affects other extremely sensitive
social issues like noise and  air
pollution, congestion and
damage to buildings, especially
historic ones, caused by very
heavy lorries.

The French have hitherto
operated a maximum limit of
13 tons per axle weight. So have
Belgium and Luxembourg. Ger-
many, Italy and the Netherlands
have previously only permitted
a maximum of 10.

So among the Six a consider-
able compromise has already
taken: place. It therefore seems
extremely unlikely 'that  with
the original Six ranged against
the four newcomers any further
downward compromise will be
reached. The French —group

have, after all, already retreated
from 13 to 11, which is quite a
steep drop, and it seems unilikely
that the .other three, having
conceded a rise, can now renege.

One of the pressures on the
countries with the lower weight
limits to. raise them' has been
the growth of the large roll on/
roll off sea containers and the
increase in ‘the use of articu-
lated vehicles. But there have
been pressures working in the

.cgoﬂ"m direction too.

‘What seems to have brought
about ~ the E.E.C. compromise

- on a figure ‘towards the lower
~ limits operating among them

was the new evidence on the
effect of lorry weights on road
surfaces. Broadly, these new
studies show that increases in
weight per axle have propor-
tionately a far more destructive
effect on road surfaces than
increases in' gross weight.

It | is, precisely - this . evidence
that makes the proposals for an
increase in weight per axle to
11 tons so important for Britain.

The Government has not dis-
puted the estimate that an in-

\crease in axle weight to 11 tons

per axle would involve costs of

£200m. for road and bridge re-
inforcement. But in addition to
these would have to be added
the environmental = costs “of
heavier lorries in what is already
a pretty overcrowded island.

As far as heavy lorries are
concerned we haye of course
seen nothing yet. Although the
number of big, heavy, Contin-
ental lorries on our roads has
increased dramatically over the
past’ year or so, once we are
inside the Common Market
intra-Community road haulage
will increase even more rapidly
along with the rapid increase in
intra-Community trade that will
take  place. In the last two
years as it:is the U.K. Road
Haulage Association ' estimates
that ‘road' haulage between
Britain ‘and the Continent has
doubled:

The increase in maximum lorry
weights will of  course, if it
materialises; be welcomed for
economic ' reasons by. British
road hiauliers. Greater maximum

weights increase the . pay-load
and simultaneously their pro-
fits. But it will also accelerate
the existing trend towards a
greater and greater proportion
of freight being transported in
heavier and heavier lorries.

The econorhies from greater
pay-loads if the E.E.C. higher
maxima’ are ‘adopted are un-
likely though to lead to lower
transport unit costs because a
further aspect of the common
EE.C. transport policy which we
would be bound by is the pros-
pective eight hour driving day
of the E.E.C. in contrast to our
own 10 hour driving day.

Applied to the industry overall
this would mean a 10 p.c. in-
crease in labour - costs which
themselves comprise about one
third  of total costs in the
industry. In round figures this
could mean an increase of £100m.
on the industry’s wages bill for
the year. This would more than
offset any pay-load economies
which. would in any case only

accrue to operators at the heavy
end of the industry. \

Harmonisation of transport |
policy is very precious to the
Community. It is clearly highly
inefficient and costly for lorries
on international routes to have
to unload part of their freight as
they pass through one frontier
to conform with a lower maxi-
mum ‘weight limit| or to travel
underladen because of differ-
ences in weight limits in different
countries.

Of course there will be a time
period over which adjustments
can be made, which makes the
change a little less painful, and
for Britain it is possible that an
extension of time on this will be
made available. It is also likely
that the heavier lorries will be
restricted to “ designated ”
routes which means that small
villages should escape the less
attractive side-effects. Even so,
the environmental lobby can be
expected, not unreasonably, to
scream blue murder.




The n z G'oup Hon. Secretary/Treasurer:

jan A. Lewis,
llaf;l?:h Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

ly to:-
Please reply to ‘Wertan B10a" .
1, High Street,
Bridgo ’
Canterbury,
Kent.

16th July 1972,
Your Ref: Trai 234/19/01,

Devariment of the Environment,
2. r&rshaﬂ Str..t.
London SW1- 3®B,

Dear Sirs,

With further reference to your letter dated 29tn June,

I understond from the third peragraph that 1 should have received
& communication from the Aegional Controllers office in Guilford,

i have waited until thie date (16th July) for a reply and
Row my patience is expired, The interdepartuental efficiency can
be described es nothing othsxr than disgusting,

Let us be quite certain about the issue. Ve are entering the
Common larket in January, just 168 days from now and are totally
unprepared. Your Department are responsible for providing litile
other than a cart track between Brenley Corner and Dover, The
fact is that 40 ton intercontinental freighters into an 18 foot
wide ro cerlled 'highway' wong 804

The present A2 situstion must be treated as g national

emergency. Lives are at stake on this stretch of reoad and no body
living on it wishes to finish up as just an

other stastic entered
onte a file and forgotten,
Can I assume that tne Regional Controller ig that apathetic
that he can not even bother to write?

Yours faithfully,

Brien A, Jewis,




Department of the Environment .
2 Marsham Street London SW1 P 3EB L]

Direct line 01-212 7102
Switchboard 01-212 3434

B A Lewis Esq

Weston Villas L |
;r;iégh Street Our reference

e TPRA 23L/19/01
CANTERBURY Date i
Kent 27 July 1972
Dear Sir

1. Thank you for your letter of 16 July.

2. I am afraid you have misunderstood para 3 of my letter

of 30 June. When I said that "replies have been sent to

you from the Regional Controller's office™ I meant their
letters of 20 November 1970 and 8 December 1971 in reply

to your letters to the Department of 28 October 1970 and

22 November 1971 respectively. My letter of 30 June was

in fact the Department's reply to your more recent letters
of 5 and 8 June to the Minister for Transport Industries.
There was I am afraid no intention that Regional Controller
should also reply to these letters.

3. As I have already explained the statutery processes,
with the provision for public objection to proposals, are
time consuming, they simply cannot be speeded up and I am
afraid I can offer no hope of an earlier start of work
than 197kL.

Yours faithfully

W H ALEXANDER




26:7.72

There is a great deal of confusion concerning the pros and
cons of the construction of a proposed new road to relieve

Church Hill, Harbledown.
In a letter to me, dated 10th July, the County Surveyor said:

tyou will recall that Professor Buchanan supported
the construction of a single carriageway by-pass

to Harbledown in his report on canterbury and the
Department of the Environment has my full support
in its anxiety to bring some relief to the residents
of Harbledown.'

Because this statement is far from representing the true facts,
I am enclosing a copy of my reply to the County Surveyor,
together with the relevant extracts from the Buchanan Report.

I too am most anxious to see relief brought to Harbledown, but
I _am quite sure that the only satisfactory solution is to build
the Canterbury by-pass with the Wincheap road as envisaged by
Professor Buchanan. This should be proceeded with immediately
and all our efforts should be directed towards that end.

A senior official, during a recent visit to the Bridge Blean

R.D.C. agreed that this could be completed in five years. Let
us see that it is done! ;

Tony Payne




A2 Group

DOVER

walkabout

PROTEST

Meet at Snargate St.
Sat. August § 10.30am.

Demand a safer A2 - bypass
Canterbury and the Villages
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By DON

A CLARION call on a
bugle sounded in a West-
minster street was the
latest move in the villa-
ers' campaigp to win a
better A2 road for'Bridge,
near Canterbury.
* The musical” reveille
was performed by Mr.
Robert Richard Milford,
who plays the bugle with
the City of Canterbury
band.

It was his contribution
to the Bridge residents'
call at the Department of
the Environment offices
In Marsham Street to
present a memorandum
for the Minister, Mr. Pe-
ter Walker.

Explained organiser
Mr. John Purchese: '‘The
reveille was to wake up

the Ministry to the needs -

of the village.'"

About a dozen cam-'
paigners travelled to Lon-~
don on behalf of the A2
group. Their written
memo was the latest ef-
fort to win a speeding-up »
;f improvements and a
oy-pass at an early date.

The memorandum said
-hat introduction next
January of 40-ton lorries
on the A2 would cause
“tremendous danger’’ for
drivers and roadside resi-
dents.

It said: ‘““There has
veen no hint of urgency
put into the work of im-
proving the A2 where
roadworks have been
started and we continue to
receive bland assurances
from all ‘official sources
that the A2 is adequate. '’

Among other devel.
opments in the A2 con.

—_—

rallies
protes{te‘ré

Protest: 1 ,200

sig

—— -
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".'?3:;
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Protest:

B

A2

PACKHAM

troversy this: week was
the news that the pro-
posed Canterbury by
pass is not scheduled to be
completed until the ‘‘mid:
1080’s. "' ! e ¥
The news came in.an| = :

answer to Bridge-Blean
Rural Council's telegram
plea for a meeting with 3
the Minister of Transport, WA
Mr. John Peytoni He " ;
he is'fully engaged with
meetings at present but | °

he expressed sympathy [ '

for the council's prob- X ‘. ¥

lems.
KCC divisional surve-
yor Mr. Gilbert Bragg
has agreed, to a request
from Bridge Parish Coun-
cil to position a name-sign
‘‘Bridge’’ onithe ap-
proach hill from Dover to
TWO strongly worded protests,
dealing with entirely separate
subjects, but both- affecting the
lives ‘of hundreds of people in
villages around . Canterbury,
were sent this weekend ‘o Mr.
Peter. Walker,. the Secretary. of
State for the Environment.

give drivers as early a'
warning as possible. ;

"One, a petition, signed by 1,200
angry residen

237,72
R.M-

A2-Group seeks urgent action

e

nvironmen

The memorandum points out
that there are only 162 days,left
before Britain enters the Com-
mon Market but says there ap-
pears to be no sign of recog-
nition of this when the present
piecemeal improvements of the
A2, south’' of ' the M2, ,are
examined,

It says that the introduc’iion

A

a Canterbury bypass

on the A2rof 40 ton.lorries mext
i TRUse tremend 0TS

4 concerted|

" W
[danger;

for.both the drivers and

[STRY
STILL ASLEEP
70 OUR

of the Environment on Saturday.

A2 protesters outside the Department

't e people of Sturry,
'?J\i;fr?;ttbc}ﬁ,: :;‘Ad ii‘ordwich, to “put
an end to the polution” from
Canterbury Sewage Works,

waor the ather p‘rutest, mem:
bers of the A2-Group, 51.,“;
héadlng the fight to end 11:11’1‘c.
ehaos on the London to Daver
trunk road, went 'to London on

y to hand In a memorais
Salmduyum Department of the

um to L]
g:nvirnnment offices.
[ Prof 2 a A2-Group, ré-
protest 2: The A I
:r{:;:n‘\i‘;xg villages along L:J}:\(j
{'unli road, took with it 'LO-d 1
dlun Mr, Richard Milfor o
bugler from the City of (m? @ ;
. Band, And while the memo
A4 a5 handed In, he cére-

randum was
moniously blew r;;flc;‘
to “wake up thezu

problem of the A2

ille in a bid
istry to the

! ) W relon the road,
the Reople. who Hvg oo, Sk f | of membership of the E.E.C, it

-| taoted Ambassadors and

“There has been no hint o
urgency put into the work of im=
proving the A2 where roadworks
have been started, and we con:
tinye to recelve bland assurances
from all official sources that the

A2 Is adequate.”
The group feels that the pro-

pdsed M20 Lon«!an-l“ulkest?ﬂu
motorway will not l't‘]iave’ 0\
A2 problem and has alveady ton<

Tran:

sport Ministers from the EEdC'J
countries to outline the roads
dangers. .
The memorandum  adds: ‘-\S:e
now propose to ensure that the
commercial interests of 18
F.1.C. countries are made nwan;
of the inadequacies of thelt.r\l.
They may be sur rised, tlti I)m.;.'
commonplage in urope

motorways = right up to .the
principal ports.”

e

its attempts to make a success
might not, now, be far-fetched

to suggest that the Department |

of the Environment treat the
matter as one of national ur-
geney."

der fir

It urges Mr. Walker: “If
M2 ‘is not to be extended froi
Brenley Corner to Dover, an’ i
mediate concerted programm
must be implemented to imelu
(taking
Harbledown), bypasses for t
villages undertaken and

Docks

1': e ’ “  i
n_anti-smell petition %'Qé'i'!,

e |

It

S Ko
SO
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9 GROUP
GENSUS

l(gmbers of the Az Group will
be on the march a.gﬂn tomor-
TOW (Satnltday) - im. ‘protest
traffic m.n&
‘main ]ink betwaen London an
Lthe Channel po % |
They p]an a “walkabout a.t
starting from ‘Snargate |
su-eet at 10.30 a.m. During the|
march through the town’s main
streets, they will call at consu-
lates of ‘Common, Market coun-
‘tries to ha.nd in a memorandum
nnwing ustrialists’ attention
to the dn.nger their drivers tace

the demonatraf.nrs

icket the port's Eastern
gxmugh whlch the giant
, lorries pass on thelt way

m London. .

1:3 penin their village!
e.m" el (e e
on e-Blean Ru
District Council and the choice
of words is apt— the incubation
period for r schemes is long
and one is sure what will
mm@fbe hatched!
Joking apa.rt.there is no doubt
W the other villages
Harbledo is

parish council.

o wants
opinion, then there are important

criteria to be observed:

(a) It should be well known,

Desperate Harbledown ‘i~

If the village
to have a poll to test

in advance what the poll is
about and voting must be for
a known proposition.

(b) Everyone eligible should
be invited to take part.

(e) Care should be taken to
ensure that visitors are ex-
cluded from the poll, although
they may have a valuable con-
tribution to mke to the dis-
cussion.

What a tragedy 18 wlll be if

the village becomes divided over

a problem which affects eyeryope
and which is capable o
vious - solution satlsfactory

f an ob-
80 T

all.
if Mr, Finn, whose property is
g so mpch at risk from collision

with traffic, l;ouu talk with his

A
C TRAFFIC (‘()NDlTION
THAT THEY ARE GOING

Members  of .the A2 Group
have sent a‘letter.to Mr. Graham
Page, the:Minister of State re-
sponsible for road trafiic.

| They posed the question that,
I| with only: 162 days before Britain
joined the Common Market, was
the country ready to accept the
volume “of traffic which could
legal]y use our roads after our
Hf ehtry 2 2=

Forty ton larries would < be
able ' to" 'use “our roads, they
|| pointed “out, “and " that included

the A2—at present on]y 18 feet
wxde in parts B s

'rhay aiso questloned the
valldity of the Government’s
1 comments that the M20 would
: relleve the. crowded A2.

3 ’I‘remendOus danger would
result’ both -for residents and
‘I'drivers after our entry:into'the
|| European Community and the
fact. hat! M?.O would ‘lurch
rbs of Lewisham”
M2 provided an
from “the" fiorth

f the. Blackwall: Tunnel -would
attraet: driversito it in pre-
¥ Ierence ta. the new road.

. group is plannmg a 24-
hour' ensus,: of - traffic because’
Csay -that the Government's

- are not.satisfactory.

2 'excellent roﬁ

3 Ambassadors of the European
countries have: been~lobbied by
the-group. in‘an effort to bring!
exr attentkm the conditions

&

e

It is .the. Canterbury by-pass
which stands at the centre of
this de‘bate. and a little su{) ort
from Canterbury city wou
welcome. Does anybody live or
work. at Wincheap? Here is an
area practically choked' to a’
standstill and which would find
‘almost total relief with the
construction of Canterbury’s by-
pass and the new Wincheap |
radial roa('

dents’ association which will |
join in the fight? Is it not
realised ‘that if the Lower
Harbledown Road is constructed .
as planned, Wincheap will prob-
ably be
bledown with the New Dover

ad will be the principal routes |
1nto tﬁe;‘

‘city? Are there no active
iving

Dlait notbpretlen% l1;)}7;».1: hhtg
roblem can be solve 0!
o the toralocky‘tg the |
0

in New Dover

R T BN LR S ST NS I S P s S S g S I

LAN

MPAIGNERS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF

S IN EAST KENT HAVE

TOLD THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT

TO CARRY OUT THEIR

OWN SURVEY ON TRAFFIC USAGE OF THE A2.

i
-

their drivers are:likely fo en-
counter. in Britain.

The A2 Group Is planning a
{)ersonal approach to the minis-

er ‘and ‘hope that Mr. David
Crouch, - MiP,;- will ~accompany
tHem. 25gasl

The letter eoncludes:

’DTOPO% to ensure
ihat the commermal interests of
the - Common:. Market countries|
are made-aware of the inade-
quacies of the A2. They may be
surprised, ‘asiit is commonplace
in . Europe find  motorways
yight up: to‘the principal - ports.

; “Havmg 182 .days is not long.
1f the .Govel'nment 15 -serious 1n
its “attemptsi to*make a success
of . membersi of - the: com-
munity Jit imight’ not, now, be
far-fetched o7 suggest. that the
Departmen! ofﬂthe Environment
{reat the cmatter. as. one of
natwnaE urg :

1

Is there not a traders’ or resi- |

left out, because Har-

1
1

l

]

Ay



Sir Clifford Jarrett,
Chairman of the Board,
Dover Harbour Board,
Dover,

Kent.

Dear Sir,

Mill Cottage, z:u'bmm., Canterbury,
t.

Jrd August, 1972.

Your Board has been placed in an impossible position by
H.M, Government, in that however excellent your cargo-handling
facilities, however many your berths and the ferries to operate at
them, the road system feeding the port of Dover does not meet

requirements.

Your latest published figures show increases in every field,

42.14% for heavy goods.

We are joining the Common Market in 4+ months

time, and the Department of the Environment are acting as though
an 18' carriageway (in the villages) is the most appropriate road-
way man's wits can devise for 40 ton TIR lorries.

I understand that your Board has & member from the Department
of the Environment with & watching brief. May I respectfully
suggest this is made an acting brief so that some reduction in the
appalling pressure of traffic along the A2 from Brenley Cornmer to
Dover can be expected before next year's flood.

Yours faithfully,




e, & Caoss.
11411 Cottage, Bekesbourne, Canterbury,
Kent.
Srd Avgust, 1972.
Dear Sir,

Britain is now only 4% months away from joining the European
Common Market. You, Sir, being directly conceined with the import
export trade of your country must be avare of the Yremendous
inerease in shipments of goods through Dover ¢ Le oxpected.

Even before joining the EEC, traffic has becn increesing at a
surprising rate., Dover Harbour Board figures for Mgy show sn increase
of 42.14% over the previous year's month of Nay for heavy goods.

All thie traffic would be welcome had the Lritish Government
shown awarensss of the results of its own actions. Unfortunately
it has ignoved the road feeding the port of Dover - the A2 - €0
that village streets of 5+ metres width have to cove with 32 tom
vehicles now, and 40 ton vehicles next year.

For the safety of your nationals who drive heavy TIR vehicles
we urge you to point out to your trading interests the r8 of
the inadequetc road leading from Dover to the 12 at Brenley
Corner.

Yours faithfully,




A2 GROUP. Fress Release for Saturday August 5th, 1972. "Walkabout Dover",

The A2 Group is concerned about the A2 Trunk Road from Brenley Corner to
Dover. Because the Department of the Environment and the Previous Ministry -
of Transport have failed to recognise the problem of a country lane carry-
ing an ever increasing number of 32 ton lorries, numbers which will flood
next year when we  join the Common Market, the A2 Group is Publicising the
danger.

Reggntly the lMinisters of Transport of the EEC countries were in London

for talks with Iir. John Peyton, Minister of Transport Industries. We told
them of the problem. Now we are telling the commercial interests of

the European countries.  Today we are delivering letters to the Consuls

of Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, Spain and Sweden.

We are also delivering a letter to Sir Clifford Jarrett, Chairman of Dover
Harbour Board. The Board has one of the most brogressive ports in Britain
under its control, and the one port which will, by far, be affected by the
entry to the EEC, due in 148 days’ today. ke

Are we to see these 148 days pass with masterly inaction at the Department

of the Environment? We sounded Reveille outside their cofrete head-
quarters in lMarsham Street, London, a fortnight ago. We hoped it would
wake them up.

Now we say it plainly. Bypass Canterbury and the villages on the A2 as

a matter of national urgency. Otherwise life, property and even money -
will be lost when the real flood of traffic comes. ‘ P
Text of letters: John Purchsse:,Chairman A2 Group.
(To the Consuls) : S
Dear Sir, gt ione

Britain is now only 4% months away from joining the European Common ..
Market., You, Sir, being directly concerned with the import/éxport trade
of your country must be aware of the tremendous increase in shipments of
goods through Dover to be expected. { : PO

Even before joining the EEC, traffic has been increasing at a surprising
rate. Dover Harbour Board's figures for lMay show an increase of 42.14%
over the previous year's month of May for heavy goods.

All this traffic would be welcome had the British Government shown
awareness of the results of its own actions. Unfortunately it has ignored
the road feeding the port of Dover ~ the A2 - so that village streets of
5%-metres width have to cope with 32 ton vehicles now, and 40 ton vehicles
next year,

For the safety of your nationals who drive heavy TIR vehicles we
urge you to point out to your trading interests the dangers of the inad-
equate road leading from Dover to,the M2 at Brenley Corner.

Tours faithfully,

John Purchese: Chairman, A2 Group.

Sir Clifford Jarrett,

Chairman of the Board,

Dover Harbour Board,

Dover, Kent, s 8al e

Dear Sir,

Your Board has been placed in an impossible position by B.H..
Government, in that however excellent your cargo-handling facilities,
however many your berths and the ferries to operate.at them, the road
system feeding the port of Dover does not meet rqulrements.. I

Your lategt published figures show increases in every field, 42. 4ﬂh
for heavy goods, We arve joining the Common Market in 4% mon?hs ti?G: an
the Department of the Environment are acting as though an_18 carz Efegay
(in the villages) ig the most appropriate roadway man's wits can devis
for 40 ton TIR lorries.

I understandrth:t your Board has a member from the Deparzmggzaoistha
Environment with a watching brief. May ; respectfully sugges B
nmade an acting brief so that some reduction in the appﬂlllﬂg p:ed ol
traffic along the A2 from Brenley Corner to Dover can be expecte

next year'sg flood.
Yours faithfully,

: Chai A2 Group.
Purchese: Chairman,
5??? Cottage, Bekesbourne, Canterbury, Kent.




TEMPLE EWELL WITH RIVER PARISH copyg
L

Mrs. ). LYONS,
CLERK I5 coxy
ILL
GARDEN

T-I-ghonn
KEARSNEY 2293 RIVER,

Doy,
2nd August 19;;'
J. Purchese fsd.,

High Street,

Bridge, Near Canterbury,

Dear Sir,

This Parish Council is gratified t
your interest and efforts regarding thg 232311
menace of traffic on the A,2, which affects ing
Temple Ewell no less than Bridge.

It is regretted, however, that you
are not directed through you; parisg aﬁdegﬂggfs
District Councils, which are also working to this
end. T am asked to point out that certain
Government departments do play one group off
against another, and splinter groups acting
independently can of ten delay or cause a settle-
ment contrary to their interests.

: This Council, therefore, while much appreciating
your good intentions, would ask that further
publicity and meetings be held in conjunction with
your elected council representatives and support.

Yours faithfully,

J&ﬂg‘;ﬂ/—

Clerk

~3




We care about the 42 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

[+

Hon. Secretary/Treasurer:
Brian A. Lewis,

1 High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent

Please reply 10:- Mill Cottage, Bekeaboume, Kent.

' The Clerk to the Council,

Temple Ewell with River
Parish Council,

15 Coxhill Gardens,
River, Dover.

Dear lirs. Lyons,

Thank you for your letter received this morning; noting your
Council's interest in our activities, and saying that your Council would
ask that further publicity amnd meetings be held in conjunction with your
elected representatives.

On the Committee of the A2 Group we have the Chairman of
the Roads Committee on Canterbury City Council, the Chairman of Boughton
Parish Council and a Couneillor on the Bridge-Blean R.D.C. and we work
with two County Councillors - so I feel that you cannot say that we are
operating outside bodies that are elected to Local Govermment,

Of course the Department of the Environment will play off
one body against another. All the more reason why there should be a
concerted push by the collective Parish Councils along the road, and
the A2 Group would be happy to see this happen.

Z If you would care to appoint one of your Councillors to
repésent your interests on the A2 Group, who are well aware of your local
problems; we should be delighted. Maybe you would keep us informed of
the moves you make in the matter.

Yours faithgully,

Cfua.\',u.._.‘“ i A:'_ G—«r«f



The A2| Group

Brian A, Lewis,

1 High Street, Brid,
Canterbury, 'Kentl i

s

ST

$orbrtesres

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Please reply to:- Nill Cottage, Bekesbourne, Canterbury, Kens

10.8.1972
The Chief Constable of Kent,
Sutton Road,
Maidstone,
Kent.

Dear Sir,

The continuing growth of TIR traffic on the A2 prompts me to write
asking for information on three points; but I would like to preflace this letter with
the sincere thanks of the A2 Group for the co-operation received from the Police at
Canterbury and Dover during recent demonstrations about the A2 and its traffic.

Yesterday at Bridge there was & slight accident between & private
vehicle and & TIR from Ypgoslavia. There was quite some delay in clearing the
affair up, I understand, due to the Yugoslav driver and mate being unable to speak
English. My query is: are there any plans to deal with non-English speaking
TIR drivers? Might I recommend the system used in hospitals when a foreigner
is admitted who cannot be questioned about gmptoms etc. Nearly all hospitals
have Red Cross Cards (of which there are about sixty - one for each language) where
questions that might need to be asked are listed with the translation alongside.
The question is pointed to; Yes or No answers are obvious; more detailed answers
are printed as alternatives and the foreigner points to the correct one.

If mobile Police carried cards which said (for example):-

"Write down in block letters your Company name" '

"T am & Police Officer, come with me to the weighbridge"

it might facilitate enquiries at the roadside.

We have been told by & senior person in a firm dealing with TIR
at Dover that many vehicles his Company handles have not got road fund licences
displayed. Apparently this matter has been referred to the Police at Ashford
but no action appears to have been taken. Could we have your assurance that
British owned TIR noted as not showing proper licence details will be questioned
further, and action taken?

And, finally, could you indicate what system of vouchers or other
documentation exists to qualify the foreign TIR w cles access to the roads of

Britain?
Yours sincerely,

Hon. Secre(ary/Treusuwrv



TELEX No. 96132
MAIDSTONE 65432

EXT. No. 308

REF. No. 179/197/01

YOUR REF.:

KENT COUNTY CONSTABULARY

i,

SUTTON ROAD,
MAIDSTONE.

16th August, 1972

Dear Sir,

I am directed by the Chief Constable to refer to your letter
dated 10th August, 1972, relative to the growth of TIR traffic. In order to assist
both the police and foreign drivers in relation to the language difficulty, traffic
patrols of this constabulary are issued with foreign phrase books. As you remark
the 'yes' and 'no’ answers are obvious, but difficulty does arise in the more
complicated matters,

The use of unlicenced British vehicles on public roads is
primarily a matter for the relevant Taxation Authority, and the police co-operate
in these matters. TIR vehicles are dealt with in the same manner as any other
vehicle, and any evidence of unlicenced vehicles is forwarded to the Taxation
Authority.

The question of vouchers is, of course, one which is dealt
with by international agreement and it is possible that the South Eastern Traffic
Commissioners, Ivy House, 1-5 Ivy Terrace, Eastbourne, may be able to supply
you with further information.

Yours faithfully,

ke

Chief Superintendent
Traffic Division

Mr, J. Purchese,
Chairman, A2 Group,
Mill Cottage,
Bekesbourne,
Canterbury, Kent,




. Pean countries to prot

\ . “Hoods™ of 40 ton lorries.
| Members are - concerned
| | about the use of the stretch
! | of trunk road from Brenley
. Comer to Dover after Britain
- Joins the Common Market.

# - In a press release issued: on
{~ Eriday Mr: John Purchese, the
L kﬁhalrman of- the: group, said
- “Because the Depariment of the
| [ “Environment and-‘the ‘previous
| ¢ Ministry. of Transport: have
| Aailed to recognise. the problem
| 3= of a country:iane carrying an

ever jncreasing number: of 32
E Vtan_lotr‘xesx numbers which will

ect Iocal villages from the dangers of

flood next yea; when we join
the Common : Market, the A2
Grouy is publicising the danger.”
On Saturday leiters were
delivered to- the consuls in
Dover and to - Sir. Clifford
* Jarrett, chairman of _Dover
Harbour ‘Board. :
Mr. Purchese pointed out that

he board had one of -the most
progressive - ports - in- Britain

under its control: — %“The one
port which  will, by :far, be
affected - by the entry ito' the|
E.E.C, due in 148 days today.. =

“Are we to see these 148 days.

i ggss with ~masterly inaction: at:

e Department of the Environ-

ment? ' We sounded Revyeille

Il outside their - concrete  head-
| quarters
| London,

in Marsham Street,
a fortnight ago.” We
hoped it would wake them up:
~ “Now 'we say it plainly. By-
pass Canterbury and.the vill-
ages on the A2 as a matter of
national urgency..  Otherwise
life, property and:even.money
will be lost:when:the:real flood
of traffic. comes.” -

| The -letter- delivered . to- the

consulates-of Belgium, Finland,
France, Germany, Italy, Nor-
way,; Holland, - Portugal, Spain

T is an experience to stand h
L 2t the side of Rheims Way
~ watching the traffic passing
>n any evening. It is jammed
ose fo tail. There are thou- p
ds of private cars, very few
“which have local registra-
n plates, with roof racks
 covered ' with luggage and

Snteriors crowded with holi-
 makers; there are caravans

" and, of course, the enormous i

container lorries from 2
 European countries, Look-|
-~ ing .’@wn‘%ﬁt- the
. Westgale

o)

Squeal o brakes or
tyres and the hiss of

t
~ mean
)

t

-

traffic flow in order to'pass up
St.  George’s -Place “on its
journey
ort of Dover. at
within a few hundred feet of
‘Britain’s finest cathedral, at
the entrance to the old walled
city,
in which :
gress clashed with the protec-

1l of Britain’s historic cit

at the beautiful yehicle production and only
Gardens . and the paijally possible to, control
id Stour, the peace Was ji usc, but it - becomes in-
 jarred by the creasing evident that roads.
profesting should be built to
air brakes _private and commercial fraf- pass.

Sﬂs-;ffkwu,‘!ab‘?‘-‘@tﬂthé motorway _ construction
- really programme must include

. i o oy ot o

and:Sweden reads: = Sl ol
VEQEDLean s s

ad o cross the opposite

to the coast and the
At that spot,

one could watch the way

on and ‘preservation of one

It is not possible.

to. halt

‘carry this
It is vitally urgent that

by-|

sses for all towns and

of priorities
pletely: fresh-
“land has: the_ finest and best
kept minor roads in Europe the need for
and the worst record for build-_priorities on highway expendi-|
ing new major roads. ]
has to be reversed:

tch the way Sevenoaks to Dartford,
man’s scientific pro- came obvious  that hundreds
of thousands of pounds are
one peing ' spent, shore
| ham and Eynsford, on widen- e dange:
_ing the best.and safest section! property is the greatest.
of that route. That amount
of money might well have|ihe policy at government
paid for the Bridge by-pass. ;
Work has now started on
_the Upper Harbledown by-
Why should that have ount of 1 being |
feguarding | spent on building those vitally
erbury? * |and ]
the road particularly the moto
eims Way and

priority over the sa
of the City of Cant

as 4 petween

nes. Whitstable Road is desirable, | Preserve out
vi

NEW A2 CAM
oTs U

\

B

| B ST‘EPHNG‘ up its campaign for a bypass for Canterbury,
e A2 Group has appealed to the consuls of 11 Euro-

“Britain. is. now only 4}
month§: away from joining
the  Buropean Common
Market: ““You, Sir,"ibeing
directly concerned with the
import/export trade of your
country must: be aware ‘of
the ‘tremendous -increase’ in
shipments of’ goods through
Dover to:be ‘expected.

“FEven before joining the
EEC, traffic has been in-
creasing ‘at ' a; surprising
rate. Dover  Harbour
Board's « figures . for May
show: an' increase of 42.14%
over - the . previous k year's
month  of. Mayfor heavy
goods: :

“Allthis_traffic. would be
welcome  had; 'the . British
Government, shown aware-
ness of ~the results: of :its
own ‘actions. Unfortunately

Lo, S0

S 71 TERPILCSS

LE
i

‘flattened <a lamp post..

Down comes a

: crossed’ another:r
demolished a house. The driver. struggled for more than
half 4 mile t6 control the vehicle before leaping.to safety.

it has ignoted the Y road
feeding the part of Dover
the " A%<=4dp  that “village
stheets of 5§ metres width
have tp ‘copé With 32 ton
vehicles now, and 40 ton
vehicles next . year,

“For | tHesafety of your
nationals who' drive heavy
TPIR veHhiclés we’ urge you
to point ouf to.your trading
interests the dangers of the
inadequatey road leading
from Dover to the M2 at
Brenley Corner.

In the letter to the chairman
of . Dover Harbour ‘Board the
proup  maintained - that = the
Board had béen placed in an

impossible position = by = the
Government. ‘

However - excellent cargo-
handling .. facilities,  however

many- berths and the ferries to
operate them were provided the
road system feeding the port did
not meet requirements.

“your latest published figures
show increéases in every field,
42149, for Heavy goods. We are
joining the Common Market in
4% months time, and the Depart-
ment of. the'-Environment are
acting as-though an 18" carriage-
way: {in the villages) is the most
appropriate roadway man’s wits
can - deviset for: 40 ton “TIR
Jorries. R o

I understand that your board
has.a member from the Depart-
ment “of the Environment with
a watching: brief. May 1 respect-
fully suggest this is: made-an
laeting brief so that some reduc-
tion in: the ‘appalling pressure
'of - traffic along the A2 from
Brenley. Corner to:Dover can be
'expected; " before next  year's
\flood . the: letter concludes.

e pugia?

xS

10

; A:i(h N ‘lorry loaded wi 1 careered down a '
A hill' in Folkestone yesterday, crashed through railings,

ercroad; and ‘then

" He sald later that his brakes failed, =«

R S ———

thinking. - Eng-

Thls

Recently on a journey from

‘between Shore-

We aceept that

t a but would not -thc,pfior«-qqn-.lp;ecioua'— llage community |
o struction of the city’s by-pass life. . SRR v S ohes],
b sirctionof the /s REERASE e oot M )

requires- com-;

it be-f ate
‘the urgent need is to remove

'traffic from the urban areas

remove much of its i.;pmadiate ‘
T e l

These examples illustrate
ltering  the |
ture. Admittedly it is easier
to acquire farm land and plan
construction . of roads . in
sparsely populated areas. But

and the village main streets
where the danger to life and

It.is not too late to change
] and
County Council level. Cut
down  the expenditure ~ on
|country lanes . and increase
the amount of money being

urgently required roads.

ays or |
‘near motorways. . .
out cities and our

AW
o




e

tion against the heavy waffic
using the A2. ; ‘
Rty e 5y w33 \ I
s protest by a/representa;
tive group of. people living in
villages along the road came at
the end of a march during
which letters were handed to the
consuls’ of 11 European coun-
tries and the Harbour Board.
Led by veteran campaigner,
Mr. John Purchese, who is chair-
man of the A2 Group, the group
stood in’ the path of the lorry
for.a short time waving placards.
Earlier -Mr. Purchese told the
marchers: “We have .told the
political people about this road
—now we have to tell the com-
mercial interests. You, have got
vehicles worth £12,000 each and
drivers’ lives are at stake.'
~In their letter to the consuls,
the A2 Group say traffic through
the harbour in May had | in-
creased by 42,14 per, cent on last
vear's figures.

Protesters -, .

A2 pro
protesters blocked ‘the | | -
a large TIR lorry.andf = =
it Dover Harbour on|

_araay as a token demonstra- |-

%

P oy
BEntry into the ‘¢
Market would bring a “ti mend-
OUs increase” in the shipments
of goods. tNEd 3
. “All this traffic. would be.wel-
come had the British « Govern-
ment shown awareness of the
results of its own actions, the
letterfcontlnﬂes.‘ P
“Unfortunately it has ored
the | road | feeding - the: ;%?E of
Dover — the A2-=go that village
streets of 5} metres width have
to cope with 32-ton vehicles now,
and 40-ton ve.h‘lcles next year,

“For :the * safety of = your
nationals who drivé heavy TIR
vehicles we urge you ‘to point
out to your trading interests the
dangers of the inadequate road
leading from Dover to the M2
at Brenley Corner.”

Mr. Kenneth Davis, general

manager of Dover Harbour, ac-
cepted the A2 Group's letter to

. and their target. Forty nﬁi’éhen .warned 11 foreign consuls and Dover Harbouf B
of the inadequacy and danger of the A2 on Saturday when they stopped one TIR lotry at the docks
in a token protest. Meanwhile 60 TIR lorries blocked one lane of Lydden HiII.wwa‘ifing to get to the

~ '+ harbour.

MIN, _
|STILL ASLEEP |
~70 OUR
. \NEEDS!

Com m:on \

X

ock

Dover

2o AR \

Sir Clifford Jarrett, chairman of
the Harbour Board. x) ¥
~This said:'that the board had
béen' placed in-an “impossible
position” by ‘the 'Government.
However excellent the cargo-
handling " facilities, the  road
system feeding the port did. not
meet' requirements. b f

It:-was' understood that the
board had a member from' the
Department of the Environment
with a watching brief.

The  letter suggests "this is to
be made an acting brief “so that
some reduction in the appalling
pressure of traffic along the A2
from Brenley Corner to Dover
can 'be expected before nex
year’s flood.” t

The protesters had an example
of the’ inadequacy of. the road
system close at hand. On Lydden
Hill some 60 TIR lorries. were
parked nose.to tail in the near-

oard

3 IR 5. e 3

S

lorry's

side lane, waiting fér a chance

én [

N e !

to enter the h Ry
And on . Barham - Downs
another dozen, Iorrlerﬁ;a.d‘ﬁee:e
stopped by police_"%(:: thelay-by |
to prevent too much congestion.
Heavy’ lorries  through
Bridge make as mueh 4 i
a 3de3te aircraft gkmg’tzgfx”aﬁ
yards away, accor figures |
released exelusiv'efy?:g. the “Kent
Herald” by Mr. Purchege, = -

UA, student lrovx'at ~(t}he£' =y
niversity, Mr. W. G. Marks.~
visited the wvillage on Prkﬁh; z
morning. He is working“on a

“noise maip" of Britain and took
readings in" Bridge High Street.

Noise levels reached a maxi- |
mum:98 dba —a reading repre- |
genting the noise pressure on the l
instrument. a5 e E

“This is equivalent to a jet afr-
craft taking off at about 100
yards,” said -Mr. Purchese. .

“So obviously the: noise levels
are considerably higher than we
would have expected. I was very

The minimum

surprised.” |
reading takem
was 74 dba. 3

The Channel tunnel

PFrom Mr A. G. L. Payne

Sir, Your observation {August 7) | that
the Channel tunnel is of more benefit to
the French than the British, is one which
should be given more and deeper con-
sideration. N

It is generally not appreciat &
even noi’ Kent is having to bear the
brunt of our increasing trade exchange
with the Continent. Last May Dover
Harbour Board handled 43 per cent
more heavy goods lorries than in May
1971 and that year was 40 per cent above
the year before. Within a short. time
of entry with the EEC the present flow
of one heavy freight lotry every four
minutes will increase to a flood.

The diversion of British trade through
France via the tunnel is less Slrp‘uflﬂ‘ll\l
than the diversion of traffic from ll'!:
Continent, which will benefit France
to a greater extent, ;

If built the tunnel will concentrate
even more traffic in Kent, at the ex-
pense of other east coast parts. Already,
Dover is the focus for traffic entering
from five continental ports, nameli
Boulogne, Calais, Dunkirk, Ostend .t;':
Zeebrugge. No wonder the roads on e
continental side seem empty When cgm [
pared with the A2 Dover to Lnnfm:
Road, which is still only sighteen }1?2
wide in any place along the twcnts' mlu:-ﬁ
to the Motorway M2. No won c,: n;
A2 is called the “Bridle Trac

Surope .
Yours faithfully. :
A G. L. PAYNE. 81 ]

Woodside, Bigberry Hill, {
Hartblcduwn. near Canterbﬂn’-‘ |

August 8 |




LEVEN foreign consuls
24 were warned of the inade-
‘guacy of the A2 road and the
dangers to drivers using it-ina/ -
{Hetter delivered by 40 protesters
_whommchcdﬂ\roughDovnr on
| Sawurday.

|l Their march ended at Dover
AR
|| Blocked 25 an:t';oken demonstra-

gnagﬂnst heavy traffic on the

by - veteran campaigner,

placards.
Earlier Mr. Purchese told the
marc]iezs: “We ha the

political people about this road |
li—now we have to_tell the com-{

Y
msaﬂbyﬂ.upercenton last
;mu‘s

into  the Common-

‘ m:ket would bring a “tremend- |
{ous inerease” in tha shipments
ot goods b ol

‘Own actions

- “All this traffic would be wel-
pome the PBritish Govern-
ment awareness of the

mnlts af m own actions,” the

e "'Ung:rtuna,tal it has ignored ||
!eodég the . port “of

0 er—-—the A2 —so that village
metres width have

‘__to cope vehlcles now,

i

to your t
ere of the goua
from Daver the M2

nley Co
Kenneth mvia, zeneul
ofﬁowr‘

{A2 protests go to.
~ the Continent

“to prevent too much congestion.

| - the path of the lorry |
i ora; shﬂrtt.tmewawng

was aentooa tm’ he
vc'ﬂ-)'

A hrge TIR lorry md traulu- was stopped at Dover Harbour by 40 marchers on Sntm'day as a protest agamst the inadequacy

and danger of the AZ2.

“ The letter suggests this is to
be made an acting brief “so that
some reduction in the appalling
pressure of traffic along the A2.

can be expected “before next
years floed.”

The protesters ha.d an example
of the inadequacy of/the road
system close at hand. On Lydden
Hill some 60 TIR lorries were
parkéd nose to tail in the near-
side lane, waiting for a chance
to enter the harbour.

And on Barham Downs
another dozen lorries had been
‘stopped by police at the lay-by

Lorries
like jet
aircraft

Heavy lorries passing thx‘ough
Bridge make as much noise as
'a jet aircraft taking off 100

‘| yards away, according to figures

rreleased exclusively to the

“Kentish Gazette” by Mr. John
Purchese, chairman of the A2
Group of road protesters, [

A atudent from the Open
University, W. G. Marks,
visited t 3 vlllage on Friday
/morning. He is working on a
|“noise. map” of Britain and took
readings in Bridge High Street.

Noise levels reached a maxi-
mum 98 dba —a reading repre-
senting the noise prensure on the
instrument,

| “This 15 equivalent to a, jet air-
craft taking off at about 100
yards,” said Mr, Purchese,

“So obviously the noise leyels
are conglderably higher than we

Age ‘would have expected, 1 was very
of | Burprised.” iy

0 ] " 'I'he lnlmum randl ta
'qu Fl A n"" ken
in “ ‘( ‘_b - i SR
by the Gﬂ%rnment.
excellent the cargo-
facilities, the r
system feeding the port did not
eft requiremen

from Brenley .Corner to Dover |

l

M.P-. sees
A2 for
himself

' An on-the-spot investigation of
|the proposals -for the Harble-
down by-pass was cs.rrie& out on
Friday by Canterbury's ‘M.P,,
Mr. David Crouch.

He went to Harbledown to dis-
cuss the by-pass and the prob-
lems of the trunk road with two
members of the A2-Group com-
mittee, Cllr. Tony Payne and
Mr. Roy Seaborne, who .was
also representing the Canterbury
Society.

.The importance of the Can-
*erbut'y by-pass . was discussed
ht length and Mr. Crouch said

2 had gained a great deal of
\‘,\forma.tiun and appreclation of

1e problem from his visit.

" He felt convinced that the
Minister responsible should also
isit the area and see for him-
self the need for| urgent  im-
provements to the A2.

Mr. Crouch offered to join the
A2-Group at a public meeting to
discuss the  whole problem 'of
the road. |

He assured Cllr, Payne and
Mr. Seaborne that he would
give every help to bring imme-
diate ‘relief to the vi]lages and
Canterbury, -

ks n@'h,




ehicles along  the
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French ‘‘Le Monde'!
L ian“LaSta,mpa"

dnext, they intend to
e their case rlgh:c into

the next few weekl

e Group will bel:

ertisements in leadin
ropean newspaperu
rning trading organ
itions about the hazards
ivers face on the nar-

, Inadequate A2 be-
een Dover and Faver-
lam. . *

"The A2 Gro
confrontation wllh*'
ope came on Sati
when members

'ountry Lane'' . .
Roman Trackway

Mr. John Purchese, the
‘oup's leader and, spo-
sman, told of th

ctic on: Saturday when

led a demonstration by

out 4onupporterl to the

POLITE
Then behind an nuq&
ment of placards t
demonstrators, h‘f!l
the busier streets: to eas:

tes of Dover's Eastern
hl and car ferry ter-
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B 7
CAR FUMES TES'I?:»J
ON CUSTOMS MEN |

Blood samples taken from
Customs and immigration 0
cials who work at Dover Dot
are being studied by Depart
ment' of Trade and Industty
analysts for possible poisoning
from petrol and diesel fumes.
The officials check the assen-
gers pasisng through. the car“
ferry terminal.

The terminal is used dally bi
up to 500 freight lorries an
10,000  holidaymakers’ 1
which pollute ' the  area w
their fumes. The hlood test8:
were ordered after three Ofﬁceﬁ {
were suddenly taken ill. |

5 ‘emerged from

cheu, from Mill Cottage,
Bekesbourne: '‘We. are ]

ures. We.

obis, stry
A R vehicles are far | 1

edocks. '
ing through at an |
_The driver sat patien :r:::.go ‘of two a minute.
“_the prote!tor And H bo?.dm:;?s‘ 5|
i I tistics repor . 42.16 per
M |‘qo:'1't increase of heavy
| 412 | lorries passing th
. the port in May corr
to the same month
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ROYAL NORWEGIAN VICE-CONSULATE
(DOVER, FOLKESTONE, DEAL AND RAMSGATE DISTRICT,

i S —————

LIMEKILN STREET T

DOVER
Tw: DOVER 1301 Tmex: g6ary 11 Agust, 1972.
DER/GM

John Purchese, Esq.,
Chairman A2 Group,
Mill Cottage,
BEKESBOURNE ,
Canterbury,

Kent .

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Further to your letter of the 3 August I have now
received a reply from the Consular Division of the
Royal Norwegian Embassy, London, and they have asked

me to acknowledge receipt of your letter on their

behalf and that they have noted the contents thereof.

Yours truly,

-T==>c4__;:’;;;?:t==§=£q:=;—::i:::)

— N
David C. Ryeland

Vice-Consul.
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Dover Harbour Board,
Harbour House,
Dover,

Kent.

11th August, 1972,

J. Purchase, Esq.,
Mill Cottage,
Bedesbourne,
Canterbury,

Kent.

Dear Mr. Purchase,

Thank you for your letter of 3rd August, which I read
with a good deal of sympathy, The Dover Harbour Board is
very conscious of the effect which the increasing road traffic
to and from the port inevitably has on the quality of life in the
towns and villages between the harbour and the M.2. In fact F
for several years past the Board has consistently represented ‘
to the Minister concerned the need for good road access,
particularly to the eastern docks, for the steadily rising volume
of traffic which uses it. Whether the fact of entry into the
Common Market will produce a sudden upsurge in this traffic
remains to be seen; but certainly a continuing uptrend seems
highly probable and the Board will continue to draw the
attention of the Department to the problems which this will
create until the link with the M.2 is considerably improved.

I am sending a copy of our correspondence to the Department.
I am sure you will understand that the Board member who is also

artment of the Environment has to maintain

icial of the Dep
Ao of the port and its hinterland on

a palance between the interests
the one hand, and on the other,
with which the Ministry has to grapple.

yvours sincerely,

Chairman,

the overall problems of priority 4
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||into his father’s garden.,
||such accident in the village in

NI

ing through
garden walls and shrub be-
fore slewing to a halt feet away
from the home of an 83-year-old
pensioner.,

" The London-bound | 0
carrying 20 .tons of 0?1{‘0!;1{,
:csyt#egadom&;m. {:eleﬁ{aph %ole
of Mr. .aubeﬂ;l'!a %anlesteg:r of |
Pemellm.,hudon Road.

It was the sort of crash —
only 200 yards from the scene
of an almost identical smash last
! mber —that Lydden and
gothet: Az villagers' have come

| This time three lorries were |

volved, two TIRs and a Kent
'County Council maintenance
van. -

. The front of the council van |
was crushed  and its two oc-
cupants were rushed' to Buck-
land H : |

.and Mr. John French (54), of
‘The Street, Nonington, who. was.

allowed . home after treatment
for lacerations, T
.~ One L TIR _drivers,
Frenchman N ille Logereau,|
aged cated for a

scattered over the
road and nearby gardens.
_The accident happened at
111.30a.m. and {ive hours later
the road was still partially
blot:%:ld 1?5 bre?il;‘ti&wn men %sing
Ispec: eavy g gear strug-
lgled to drag’ lorry back on to
|| the: road: A “

{! A SEE’ X
|[was rushed t

oL onions was

L emergency tesv.x‘z-r
the scene to make |
||safe the power cables that had

| fcrashed down across the road.

HEARD NOISE

. Mr. Banister, who was alone
im-his bungalow, said he heard,
2  noise fbut - thought nothing
len he looked out of
he saw the mam-
moth 16rry 'in his garden.

- He said: “It could easily have
come into the house, I was very |

His son, el E. Banister,
hbouring Lyd-
d he had been

e--office when he
‘heard a bang and a crash. Look-
ing up, he saw the lorry “flying”

He raid that this was the third

recent years. 3 :

'We are always having near
misses, especially by the a.nﬁque
shop ( p the hill), But e

ved,
anker and trailer,
1tly damaged, and
was to continue jts
‘journey to Dover. : 5

Loy

f,Tgrirfyéton |
- Ci’aSheS in‘l'O'

lorr
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7,310 per cent
\ traffic rise-

| Slr,
The density of traffic on the
i A2  through the will 8 of
Bridge. and Harbledown has in-
| |ereased tremendously this year
.| |and now with the doclk strike
! |we have large concentrations of
TIR Juggernaut lorries  walt-

E for long periods at Barham
(three deep) and Lydden Hill
(two deep).

The fol]uwmg’ facts that I
presented to the County Council
at Its last meeting may  be
of Interest to ggur readers,

lorries :
hhmug'l rt.he port'.of Dovpe:?!?g
1072, 162,000 (estimated), 'This
s an lncmﬂ.aa of 7,310 per cent!
Bsame . period ' (10
Yﬁll'ﬂ) 'Lhe,mnbtry of Trans-
port has been busy doubling the

Lorry plunges
thl'ough gal'den ,','-“ carrlageway from Brenley Cor-

YETanodu-maddmster on the A2 nMondnr-thts e W e R
. jured and a 30-on TIR lorry. ;‘}éﬁ’;f:ﬁer the year 2000 "6

‘2 garden slewing to a halt feet away from the | | com
] 83-year-okd pensioner. The Londoncbound. 101y, ot ™ et oy, 4t
carry 20 tons of onions, scythed down a telegraph pole as it m,;ﬂm‘;’“ﬂ?gﬁ;dm;‘m“
mto m ga!dm Of Ml‘ AM Bﬂnlm’ f Bmlan“ :wmg- that !)Ory tra.ﬂlc shouleg

. :);d. ek ‘ﬂ : r on’ the railways!

_ It was the “sort of cmsh—- lng\u he w eorry'!in i  ALFRED
lonly 200 yards from the scene |into I?i'a father's §aril _n- : Out Ehnated Farm, i
of an almost identical smash last | He caid that this was the th_lrd ha.m i

Decem‘ber—ﬂut _Lydden and |such accident in ‘the village in’

ther A2 vilhgera hnve come' | recent years.
;l‘h lorri involved, Qv' 'maﬁ?ybhﬁ' nti ;

ree 0 el were nvolv misse: al e a
two TIRs and a Kent County |shop ( ust?:; t.he hi lh’Bqugve Now that the !tmking of TIR
Oound;“:naint nece truck. 3 n‘eiv::'l hud one . just he vehicles &.rr{ov;n ora.tsolglover h}z:s
. The nt o e council truck |a ‘been  going e weeks
‘'was . crushed and its two. oc-| The "other TIR: lorry involved it has been  possible to draw
ah k % conclusions from observations

cupants were rushed to Buck-|a Swiss beer tanker and:
|land Hospital, Dover. was only slightly dam%‘ged. made. The Dover Harbour
| They wue . Brian Parker, | was allo + to con Board and the police have been

aged 28, of 17 Botler Cottages, Joumey ‘to Dover. S
‘Eastry, who was detained with
head injuries and lncerations.

keepflnf the Eastern Dock clear

& n.adil?.g Bup t,okslzo ’¥IR at
onnaught arrac a further

dxeckpolm: on Lydden Hill has “‘"“' T

and Mr. John French (54), of|

‘The Street, Frogham, who was|_ been seen holding up te 80 at I ,l'
FNowed 3 aft : a time, and Barham checkpoint 2N
for e : treat.menf. ‘has "been called into pla313 on O 3

Omussunu:ed\

occasion, At Farthingloe TIR
~ One of the TIR dnvers.

|| arri via the A20 have been
y | ‘lheld‘ :

!ﬁtnchmu M. Camille Logereau, Tt is clear that 90 per cent of +
aged 24, _treated for a || TIR traffic is using'pthe A2 to
m'hl'. Part of his load $n | reach. quer. The numbers held ‘
minmsmmt‘hemd-over the 1 { at Farthingloe have n de- 8 E L
&mﬂ,and_ 3 A risory by comparison. Even

when a crash at Lydden the ’ ] ’
s oo S Rooeen, e, o 11"
diversion sign& that would have
led them

s “heavy lifting gear Strug-| oo to the A20. And yet

m drag the lorry back on, to e Department of the Envlrgn-

gxemd. o § R S R o mﬁem.\‘say: that the A20 is the

s o o G RCERC, E e SR e R

| WS S 4 1 figyres the

E the cables that had Gmwp ‘is mounting the first of
she ,v:mgc;‘nis “the® road- two traffic census operations this

Banister, who was alone | r' week. From Thursday
4 L midda Aug'ust 24, to Saturday
midday, August 26, we will have
ma:nnin of a census
gax:nt south of Ca.n-teﬁbury The
rst 24-hour period will repre-
sent weekday activity, the
second will show abnormal week-
end loading at a holiday period.
The figures from this censua
will be complemented b{o
second census to be held shortly
L afterwards on all the Canterbury
radial roads ,simultaneously.
This should indicaté traffic flow
and demand. relative to the A2.
The figures and ana) will be
m.a,de»a.wﬂa.hle in the first in-
stance to Mr. David Crouch,
M.P.; for. Gemtenbury who has
asked for: them to help in his
ﬂ;e Department

R0 PUROHESE
JOI:NM Group)
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Eighty-three-year-old Mr. Albert Banister surveys what remains of his garden af Lydden,
TIR lorry ploughed through it on Monday. -

VILLAGERS
FIGHT FOR
BETTER A2

By HUGH FERGUSON
Environment Correspondent

VILLAGERS = who have

been protesting about
the ‘ appalling inade-
quacy ” of the A2 from
the M2 to Doyer, are to
meet Mr Page, Minister for
Local Government and De-
velopment,

They will  demand a drastic
acceleration of the road im-
provement programme when he
makes a factfinding tour on
Sept,, 12,

Successive governmenits have
refused to consider extending
the motorway for the 23 miles
to  Dover since construction
ended near Boughton in 1963,

Instead the A2 has bheen
slowly converted to dual car-
riageway but the amount of
traffic, particularly heavy  lor-
ries, has increased all lhf! time,

Mr Page's visit follows urgent
pleas to him and to Mr Walker,
Environment Secretary, by Mr,
David Crouch, Conservative M P
for Canterbury,  Apart from
hearing the views of the vil-
lagers, the Minister will confer
with county council officials and
Kent'M Ps,

Market entry
“Qur entry into the Common
Market makes it an ill-‘i"ml’l‘g
prospect. Dover will be’ the

chief port for Europe and, with
the likelihood of the allowed
length of goods vehicles being
raised from 32ft to 40ft, a road
which is only 18ft w:rlsf in places
will not be sufficient.’

He felt there was an impera- [

tive need for the Government
to wuse *crash'' measures so
that work on the A2 and Can-
terbury by-pass could be finished

| considerably sooner.

which was destroyed when this

FRENCH JUGGERNAET

26 TONS OVER LIMIT
STOPPED AT DOCKS

' By JOHN LANGLEY, Motoring Correspondent
A LARGE French lorry loaded with steel was

more- than 26 tons overweight when
officials ‘checked it off a ship at Southampton.

Its ' gross ‘weight was 58 tons 10cwt, against the
official British maximum of 32 tons. It was impounded at
the dockside to become the first victim of a prohibition

s ~—jorder under the Foreign
Vehicles Act.

The Act came into operation
on Aug. 1. Until now the

has been using cautions to give
foreign vehicle operators a
chance to familiarise themselves
with the British regulations.

The Department has announced

the new law more strictly from
the middle of this month. But
the lorry was so overweight that
in this case they operated the
“ get tough ™ policy on the spot,

As well as being overloaded
the French juggernaut was
found to be more than four feet
longer than the British legal
maximum of nearly 50 feet.

The French driver was told he
could not continue until the
excess part of his load had been
removed.

This was done and the load
of steel continued its journey tg
Hartlepools in two lorries.

Weight checks are now being
made at the ports used most
| by Continental hauliers,

Officials are hoping that the
warnings they have been giving
will be some deterrent on over-
loading by the time they begin

earnest later this month.

operating the new *Act in|

Department of the Environment |

that it plans to start operating |



Mr. Crouch has askqd me to
ltt you have the enclosed interim ! 2
reply from the Dopartment of the

1

_Envirbnmont about thc A.2. ¢ =

te to you'aga'
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- But village wants

; EdOP LE living ini the traffic-battered A2 village of Harble-
th’owx} are in danger of losing their lives and their homes

ere js any more delay in ridding the busy trunk road of
1cs, Lhc Rector, the Rey. Cyril Munt, warned on

|if
 heavy' lorr

Harbledown’s Rector, the Rev. Cyril Munt, who Torecast a loss of lives and homes to the ever-growing volume ofru'aﬂic on"

‘Rector warns of danger
to lives and I

" HMonday,

betwee
the

During

the

village-.
Imediate Lo
{ pass;
fideferment

4. nolsy  confrontation
n”the\ divided factions of |98becially but thought something

ong seeking an im-|Bad to be

¢ Harbledown by-
ﬁlher wanting * its
r,

] sxy, o i
We are concorned with preserv-

Ing our fiyes
‘I sometiing |
;Iuicl(!yl, Yoy 1
osing hoth. 1n elght years ; .
of us will’ have Been killed ‘on
tl:(edrund by the
ated ‘by the fume

becnuxseumS i ol
not be habitahle an

- smal]
angry: villa
scheme tg
definite oyt

by-pass s
Sptcial mteﬁng

L

b
Cu
w

move

called
Harbledown,

By a

The Yote

gers'

May
for

but thig
lminated
eeks ago

Wi

and our homes.

8 not done véry
are 'in danger. of

been killed on
lorries, asphyxi-
our houses will
more,"”

majority,

e for'the Canterbury

agreed,

49 for deferment

ainst-—was take
Mmeeting b6 takel abin
""mm-il
eal ng
lors made {ngs

called by the
to gauge vil-
before

;llu- parish  council
1 ¢ iaterim Lowe
road to be put back

ledito protests, which
g three ‘P

N, 4 ‘meetin

when yillagers gald,

Munt' stressed: | ¢hurch hall,

the N ra .
gers plumped for Lhe,m““m‘b in another
be put back until a

counell- |
a‘firm decision

. |the

]

the A2 at a meeting about the village’s by-pass on Monday.

houses
by-pass shelved

traffic from London would still
use Harbléedown as its way into
the city.

The Harbledown road would
be elevated and would affect
many homes in'the village—al-
though !'alievlmi Church Hill.

Cllr. Payne thought land for
the Canterbury by-pass could
more easily be obtained because
fe\lverd' individual plots were in,
volved,

He did not favour ither road

' done soen, Traffic had
increased, causing, danger ta

pepple going. to the ‘church or
He hoped his fullowt-::]x;unuil!lora

= would not “commit a village’

jInthe st nine month L It gisudirous . permanent)

down, Fortunately, they were not | mistake,

killed but unless something was Villagers at present suffering |

done they would ‘see ‘a loss of |the effects of the heavy traflle
life, he said.

In 1058, a parish
held to discuss the
by-pass and Mr,
they, would mot still

meeting was
Harbledown
Munt hoped
be holding|
20 years.

Eight years' delay was & figure |
given by Kent Countﬁ Council In|
a letter read by Mr, Norman Up-
son, the parish council chair-
man

M1t is bound to be geveral
years before the Canterbury by-
pass is bullt and, having at long
last got the Harbledown by-pass
scheme almost to fruition it
would be a great shame to drop
the scheme at this stage, sal
county = eouncil. “Doing 80
would do nothing to support the
Canterbury by-pass.”

ublic inguiry

SjuagyJeo-e-Juay

stae( Aaaypopn

| wanted the village by-pass to be

built now-—with demands for a
Canterbury by-pass to come
later. :
But one woman—living in Lan-
franc Gardens, which will be af-
fected by the proposed road—
appealed: “Let us at least learn
by a bit of experience and not
make another bad mistake.” .
“You have got to build for the

| future,” -urged another speaker.

And a third warned that soon

|| 40-ton lorries could use the new

single-carriageway by-pass. ‘The
road would not alter the situa-
tion, just those affected by it

A2 census

Members of the A2-Group are
today (Friday) halfway through
a continuous 48-hour census of
tratfic passing through Bridge.

The survey—“a vital part
our campaign,” said one of the
organisers — started at midday
yesterday and will finish at the
same time tomorrow.

It is intended to provide an
accurate breakdown of all trafle
the toad from' which the

:1\8;-“ roup hopes to be able to
deduct lt:he: number: of heavy
lorries.

Pwenty-three members from
Bridge, Harbledown and Canter-

bury are helping with the pro-
jm:t’.'r which is based in Mr. Brian
Lewis' garden, at 1 High Street,
Bridge.

Dqulng the helght o‘tu 1&:
Bridge by-pass campalgn
al clé‘nsu!; was taken which

howed that 6,700 vehicles ssed
fhrough the village in 24 g:)urs.
26 &M




~ in and covered the whole downstairs

~ With red paint, said Mr Dixon.

- ‘Even .my children’s toys were
~ slashed and daubed in paint.

DREDS of juggernaut
lorries rumble into Britain from
- the Continent ever day in
ance of the Government’s wei

“Driverswith overloaded lorries have
riven straight at me when I have tried
flag' them/ down, and the insults and
) ‘Have become common-
place, I sat in g'transport cafe one day
nd ‘overheard some drivers, talking about
‘me, saying they would run me over next
time_they saw me.” y
.. Mr Dixon has a staff of 20 inspettors.
: Tht%‘t»“de,al with between 2,000 and 3,000
complaints each year, ranging from holi-
ys that go wrong to short changing at

~The lorries make life almost intolerab
_in dozens of villages and fowns and fe
ds which were not designed to take

ous loads, L ik

restaurants. ‘On top of all our normal work -

We now are having to cope with lorry
inspection,’ he said, ‘Our organisation is
_ just groaning at the seams, Even with ‘half
a dozen exira men, we would still be
- unable to do the job properly.’

n spot checks at Folkestone, Mr Dixon
discovered that nearly all Continental
lorries arriving by ferry are well over the
- permitted maximum of 32 tons. :
r-‘Drivers'are',-ﬁqw being given warning
- notices, which they must take back to
eir' firms,! Bu !
which came into : ugust 1
have the power to hold lorries until
_they have remove d excess loads. T
i that there is no weigh-

“hope.”

!lcmselv%s.'. said Mr.

fet
o 1 ssible-to get 3k
shed‘and almost 1m905="’12551y overlw’(‘i

g
if we find a lorry to be e nowbett

it in, t! het:
d refuse to let it in, g
g:rk without blocking the P hecked IJ
* I watched a lorry BeNS o pe o
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explosive resin—and at 8 pemi®
36 tons was f(ﬂu :oz;ss O;Z‘;e a!mosérgwrr
imum,  The tyr 1 The 4%
::%xme was splitEclanthEff’“;;-:j qorived ?
who spoke no EDSUS o
Folkest%ne from Dus5cm‘ ‘
. ‘If he is in an accl 4 Mr DI % b
a terrible explosion; ‘537 1¢ 1 bo
what is the alternati¥¢ ke part &
here, another ta?;(ege‘gangemus‘ﬁe.ﬁq.
. ‘That cou with |
}loaﬁg-empty tankers, eacbyhere\ L
swilling - about /insl e.t pim §97
alternative but to e

ort altos

u
re ¢4
Continental firms 2

to
with lorries to carry upe Conte®t
ive all over ! it

They dr And




/EY ELLIOTT
2ONMENT REPORTER

detérmined not Lo unload and reload
GeEEE e e

into two smaller lorries just to drive
B B ety gy

in England,

ot

At Dover no weight checks have been
made at all yet because there is no weigh-
bridge near the docks. So 300 lorries a
day, nearly all of them over the 32-ton
limit are rumbling off ships unchecked,

“If we did bring in proper checks there
it would be chaos,’ said Mr Dixon, ‘The
port is finely adjusted to 2 smooth traffie
flow., We would have to take vehicles
across the flow of traffic on to a portable
weighbridge and weigh each of their axles
separately. Then, if they were too heavy,
we would have nowhere 10 store them,

So the lorries continue to pour. Into
Britain. And ten miles up the A2 from
Dover, they reach the embattled village of
Bridge, where one house has already been
totally wrecked when a heavy lorry
ploughed through it; and many others are
crumbling.

in’s herita

centuries-old cottage with a neat garden at
the back, which overlooks a Norman
churgh and a row of elms, But the lorries
now pass within inches of the front door.

‘Five years ago the traffic was not too
bad,' said Mr Rose. ‘But within the last
year, the big lorries have come, They go
past every minute of the day and night,
throwing up fumes and dirt and shaking
the house to its foundations.

‘We paid £6,500 for this plage. I doubt
if we wuy]d get the £500 back now, In
a year this village could be a ghost place
or a heap of rubble.'

The villagers tricd blocking the
_'_'_"i[!.c_!’}__iﬂﬂ‘, down ln the, road.
:!.h_"L‘fEﬂe_‘-’fl"J"@rm;;s sign call-
.["!!J"L‘_'lﬂi*,"‘""h';[l to ban the
heavy lorries. And those who could

moved out.

The Government is under pressure
from all sides. Environmentalists . say
juggernauts must be banned because of
the noise, the fumes and the sheer hell of
trylng to live with them, Sclentists say
they must be banned because British roads
will crack up under the weight,

But road hauliérs.claim that the bigger
the lorty, the cheaper the cost of transport.
‘We will be able to pass’on the saving to
the consumer,’ sald a spokesman.

_ The sad fact is that the Government
will almost certainly have to capitulato.
Talks aresnow un 3

der way in Brussels fo

A ‘
v i
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set a limit which will be standard through-
out member countries. It is likely to be
over 40 tons. - Transport Minister Me John
Peyton I§ frying hard to get it lowereds
But few people believe he has much
chance, L

Already plans are being prepared for
special routes for the monsters. Some
expetts want lorry parks on the outskirts
of cities so that juggernaut container
wagons can stop and offload on to fleets of
smaller delivery vans. Even so, to get to
the main routes, lorries will have to pass
through villages and tiny twisting  back
streets, And the haulage industry is not
likely -to co-operate in the lorry park
schemes If they can deliver door to doar.

So we will inevitably face even heavier,
noisier and \Jirtier juggernauts on QoUt
voads in the next few years The cost of
repairing the roads and bringing them.up -
to the required standard is reckoned to be ¢
£150 million

At home, the policy of overloading by
many British companies goes on. They are
pald by the ton, and if they can get ten
tons over the limit it represents & ‘profit.
But every ton over decreases the efficiency
of the brakes and adds. to the weight of.
the steering wheel. :

Owners who are caught face a fing of
£200 for overloading and, under new regus = -
lations, the loss of their licence if they
can be shown to have committed other
offences. But with such a shortage of
weighbridges and inspectors, they are pres
pared to take the risk. * e R

For them, the profits are.egormous. Fol
the rest of us, the future looks. i,

¥ J 1Y i
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| ‘Swatting albatrosses |
| [with a butterfly net

I\WE DON'T WANT these monster lorries
| lon our roads.
:Th'ey pollute our lives with their fume=
* Jaden roaring. They chew up our road
sutfaces, - They barge their gargantuan
way through once peaceful villages. On
the hills they grind other traffic down to
©a nervestwitching crawl.
| They arc';‘n menace.  And, of course, they
| “are illegal. 4
i No lort}ﬁforcign or British, should when
 Joaded exceed 32 tons gross weight on
©  this tounfry’s roads.
| That is not meant as a pious environmental
hope. It is the law.
Yot itis a law which is now being flouted as
i a matter of cynical routine both by
| British and by Continental road hauliers,
{ Weights and measures inspectors, who are
{ supposed to administer the law, are few
and sometimes have to face physical
intimidation from the drivers.
| Weighbri to. ¢check the
i inaccessible.
“Lorry parks for lightening the load' of the
{ Continental juggernauts when: they come
i through the docks are non-existent.
(It is like trying to swat-albatrosses with a |
& butterfiy net. .
‘ But the real scandal is political. ;
" After ten years’ haggling the six Common
{= Market countries have agreed on a 40-
| ton Dimit for lorries—that’s eight tons in
[ excess-of ours. And nobody, either in
. the offices of the bureaucrats.in Brussels
or in the boardrooms of the British road
- hauliers, “believes - that - Mr  Heath's
Ministers have the will to veto it.
| Well, has the pass been sold or hasn’t it?
I There’s only one way for Mr Peter Walker
1o prove the courage of his environ-
“mental convictions . . . more inspectors,
“more weighbridges, more fines for
*  Brtish firms and more Continental
= drivers forced to unload their over-
I weisht lorries.
 This is not'a side issue. It is-just the sort
* . of civilised ground on which Britain must
stand and fight when she joins_ the
Common Market. P

lorries are

7
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A DRAMATIC upsurge in the
numbers of vehicles using the
A2 has been revealed by a
round-the-clock watch kept at
Bridge since Thursday lunch-
time: ¢
Thirty members of the A2
Group from Bridge, Canterbury
and Harbledown, marshalled by
sectetary - Brian Lewis, . have
ticked off and catalogued every
car, .motor-cycle, bus and TIR
lorry, thundering, through their
checkpoint' in ' the :village High
Street. 4 : .
At the 80-hour mark Mr. Lewis
told the “Kent Herald” he had
been on duty for 46 hours, sift-

" “What that information added
ap to, he said, was firm proof
that the traffic far exceeded the
capacity for which the road was
built. B : i
The census was originally
planned to last 48 hours, but the
organisers. decided to extend it
so that they could get the whole
picture—peaks and troughs in-
‘cluded—of a bank holiday week-
end. The detailed check was due

(Monday). | -

‘ OTH LORRIES

In the first 24 hours 16,494
vehicles of all types passed-the
checkpoint in Mr. Lewis’ garden
—one for every 5.2 seconds of
the day. Of the total, 4.3 per cent
—T708 —were mammoth TIR
lorries, one for every 12 min-
utes.: 3 g g ;

Two years ago the Ministry
of Transport carried out its own
census, which showed that 16,250
passenger car units passed
through  the village. Applying
the 'Ministry's same formula,

r. Lewis’ team has worked out
that there were 20,502 p.c.ius in
the first 24-hour period, an in-
erease of 25 per cent. A
- The maximum capacity that

carry, according to figures giveén
to an A2 Group meeting by the
Kent County Council, was 9,000
p.cus a day, said Mr. Lewis.
In the second 24-hour period,
although the numbers of vehicles
went up to 18,194 (22,368 p.c.u.g),
there were fewer TIR lorries,
because, Mr. Lewis 'believed,
there was a holiday on the Con-

tinent too.

T TN

- = ——

‘ing, checking and ctoss-checking [t
[the information gathered by his
| members. - ¢ 2 S

to end ' at midnight yesterday|

the existing A2 was designed.to |

Minister
to see
road for
himself

The third period—midday Sat-
urday  to midday *Sunday—re-
vealed ' an overall decrease to
15,734 vehicles,. which ~was' ex-
pected, particularly as an R.A.C.
survey  showed less  holiday
traffic about all over the coun-

2 ARG J
7.0f the census, Mr-Lewis said:
“It underlines and strengthens
our case that the A2 is not cdap-
able of coping with today's
traffic. 7

“Eight ' years ago the group
carried out a census that showed
that 6,720 vehicles passed

pecially
e Commey 4

[increase, ag, :
=% according |
survey, is 24g pp"g 9 g
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“Until the Minist,

he intends
himself-in Septembe;

Said Mr. Lewis:
invite  Mr.
night at my hous
—if he can—in m
that he can get

told (g
Mr.. David (g
tg inspec: ity

It

FHa

to see"
himself

* The Government. Minister re-
sponsible’ for roads, Mr. Gra-
ham Page, is coming. to East
Kent to see for himself the
traffic-crammed A2 and hear the
views of people living in earshot
of the road. ’ i

- Mr. Page will also be discus-
sing the progress of the A2 de-
velopment. This visit is a result
of representations. by Canter-
bury’s M.P., Mr. David Crouch,
to ‘Environment Minister, Mr.
Peter Walker, and to Mr. Page.
. “Mr. Crouc .tg_ld them

they = did-“mnot: m.pfpvm ate the
st_i'g‘};xgth ‘of local feeling about

the  inadequacy ‘of existing|
tovernment plans to improve the
A2 to copé with the rapidly-in-
creasing volume of trafiic from

| Dov:r. dld not appear to recog

y ey -
'nlgp ythe implications which'
Britain = joining the Common.
Market must mean to an ever-

he said.

{
jgr'eater traffic flow on the road,
i ‘Mr, Crouch has been pressing

the Government for a complete
revision of its plans to get an

rogramme of im-|
'Igﬂa improvement |
epleved in the next
'y

'with & '50-m
mclmomﬂ'uto "t‘
elop a city of on |

luﬁm' pbg’ple to’ support it in
eight years, it should not be
oo much to expect the A2 to be

52

t up to standard within
ouEtnt "Liveyears, " says Mr,

e

-, Page. |
he felt 1
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The A2 Group

Brian A. Lewis,
1 High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Hon. Secretary/Treasurer:

Please reply to:-

'Weston Villas',
1, High Street,
Bridge,
Canterbury,
Kent,

24th July 1972,

Hoger lioate Esq., li.P.,
House of Commons,
London S.W.l.

Dear lir. lioate,

I enclose for your information & copy of an article
which appeared in the Sunday Telegraph on 1l6th July together
with a car sticker currently being circulated, The article, I
think you will agree, is alarming for those of us living on the

A2 when it is realised that we enter the Common larket Jjust
160 days from todays date,

Yours faithfully,

Brian A, Lewis.



!' COUNCIL  OFFICEg

BRIDGE -BLEAN RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 1
| OLD DOVER ROAp

TELEPHONE: CANTERBURY66411 t4 L'NES' (Entrance from Cossington Road)
CANTERBURY, KENT

30 August 1972

Dear 8ir,

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, 1962 :
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING GLNiRAL DEVELOFPMENT ORDER, 1963

APFLICATION No, 85/6/72/369
ADVERTISEMENT SIGN, 90/92 HIGH STREET, BRIDGE

With reference to your application in connection with tho above dovolepmont

I have to inform you that although every care has been taken to avoid rlelay,’

owing to wnftresoon ciroumtanoeai it will not bo jossible for a decision 1o
9

be be given by the 7 September 1972

It would be of considerable assistance, therefore, if youwuld agree to an
extension of the period within.which the application is to be decided until
the 7 November 1972 although of course, every effort will be made to
determine the application boefore this extended period ends.

If you agree to this extension of time, perhaps you would date, sign and
return the lower section of this letter to me by return cf post.

IF YOU DO NOT APFROVE OF AN EXTENSION OF TIMB, CR IF YOU PAIL TO SIGHNIFY
YOUR AGRESUENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE THE COUNCIL WILL NO LONG'R HAVE THE
POVER TO MiKE A DECISION ON YOUR APPLICATION AND IT WILL NOT, THEREFORE,
BE FRESENT-D TO THE MEMEERS PCR DUUERMINATION. IT IS BSSENTIAL, TH:REFORE,
THAT YOU SHOULD REPLY BY THE DATE STATED.

Yours fajithfull;
J Purchese Esq. 2 4
¥ill Cottage S ;
Bekesbourne /-J /ﬁc.’ér?

Canterbury
Engineer and Surveyor

e M TIPS T eyt 2 i N :  — —— —-aqﬂ
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EXTN. No. 230

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL -- ROADS DEPARTMENT

g ; “—mw____‘_“"
Memorandum to; ....COUnty Road Safety Officer COTNTo R

CLERK's l '
e L My Ref.: 12.PIK. O’; F;_I_S?aténgNT19.‘.72

nﬁﬁ—.mﬁ*
20 JUL1972

ACK.
] e g e

ANS,

Accidents, A2

I refer to your recent request to Mr.Kimgersley 5 3
for the total number of gccidents on A2 between rilillery’_orn-r
and Dover Borough boundary, The figures are as follows:

Year Bigf&iyf?c; Total in Total from
Canterbury Canterbury Canterbury tc Dover
1966 110 LO L5
1967 106 3k 48
- 1968 96 3l 38
1969 105 25 51
1970 91 21 b2
1971 122 L3 51

Hne

0 County Surveyore

J‘

GRS




n 2 Group Hon, Secretary/Treasurer;

Brian A, Lewis,
1 High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road t(; Dover from the M2

Please reply t¢..

'Weston Villas',
1, High Street,
Bridge,
Canterbury,
Kent.

29th July 1972,

Sgt. C. Dunster,

Kent County Constabulary Sub Station,
Bridge ’

Canterbury,

Kent.

Dear Sgt. Dunster,

I would like to bring to your attention the apparent
lack of Radar Speed Neters in Bridge High Street, A2, during
recent weeks.

The Folice were at one time providing traps at the
rate of approximately one per week at one time but it is evident
that such frequency is no longer being observed.

lr. John Purchese, Chairman of our Group, spoke to
Inspector licKissock at Canterbury police station about & month
ago concerning the excessive speed of certain Continental T.I.R.
vehicles heading for the port of Dover, and assurence was given
that more frequent traps would be set up particularly during the
early evenings when traffic flows were reduced and speeds
accordingly increased, Since this has not transpired, I would
be pleased if you could apply whatever pressure is necessary so
as to ensure that the welfare of the villagers of Bridge is
protected.

I fully appreciate that the police force as a whole is
fully stretched due to understaffing particularly having regard
to the traffic delays which currently exist at Dover, however,
as you are well aware, we can not risk a reoccurrence of the
tragic T.I.R. accident which happened in the village last month.

Yours sincerely,

Brian A. Lewis




We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the p3

Please reply to:-
Neston Vil
1, Higp
)tr
BI idg 8e, i t’
Kent,

181;11 Auguﬂt 1972

The Chief Constable,

Kent County Constabulary,
Sutton Road,
Maidstone,

Kent.

Dear Sir,

As you are aware, the A2 Group has been reformed in
an attempt to achieve a safer road from Brenley Corner to Dover,

Both the A2 and A20 roads leading to the channel porig
have recently experienced a growing number of accidents involving
heavy intercontinental vehicles T.I.R. These vehicles are
currently being held by the police at Barham, Lydden Hill,
Farthingloe and Connaught prior to their embarkation.

It is evident that the control points have been
necessitated flrstly due to the dock strike, and secondly due to
the vast build-up in heavy goods traffic which we are likely to
experience from now on with entry into the Common Narket pending,

In spite of entry into the E.E.C., the Department of
the Environment fail to acknowledge the necessity of an 12
extension to Dover and insist that the A20 is the main highway

to the port from London. In this knowledge, may I enquire
1, What proportion of T.I.R. vehicles are being

held at Barham and Lydden A2 compared with Farthingloe A20.
2, What the estimated cost is to thg taxpayer for

the continuous manning of the control points rembering tnat
approximately 30 offl.’t%ers, floodlights and traffic vehicles

are being employed.
Yours faithfully,

(Brian A. Lewis)




The A2 Group

Brian A, Lewis,
1 High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent

We care ahoy, the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Hon, Sécrelary/Treasurer:

Please reply to:-
'Weston Villas',
1, High Street,
Bridge,
Canterbury,
Kents

29th August 1972,

David Crouch EsQey M.P,,
House of Commons,
London SeW.le

Dear lir. Crouch,

I enclose for your information a copy of an article
which appeared in the Daily Mail yesterday concerning T.IL.R.
vehicles., You Will note that special reference is made to the
A2 where it passeés through Bridge.

I understand that lir. Graham Page, lMinister responsible
for Roads, intends to inspect the A2 in September and would
be pleased to know whether or not the A2 Group can be of any
assistance to you at the time of his visit.

To further emphasise our plight, HMight I suggest that
lire Page spends the night at my home 1, High Street, Bridge
so that he may experience the delights of living on a highway
built for little other than horse traffic. I would be more than
willing to vacate my bed which is just 24 feet from the road.

The Census is now complete, and we will be forwarding
the results achieved in due course.

Yours sincerely,

Brian A, lewis.



New move
over A2
lavatories

A new bid to get public lava-
tories built beside the A2 is to
be made by Bridge-Blean Rural
District Council.

At Wednesday's meeting, Clir.
‘|A. J. Ross (Barham) recalled
that a previous scheme had come
to nothing. Now, he thought,
there was even more need for
lavatories, possibly on the lay-
by at. Barham, where TIR lorries
were being held up before being
allowed to continue to Dover.

Cllir. Ross said that one notori-
ous weekend @ recently,' when
docks-bound  traffic i stretched ||
back nine miles from Dover,
people’s gardens at  Temple
Ewell were used as lavatories.

The Clerk, Mr. Ivor Soilleux,
said that under a new Act, high-
way authorities were allowed to
build lavatories. Previously, it
was the responsibility of the
Transport Ministry.

As a result, he had written to
Kent County Council asking if it
was the intention to provide
lavatories for the A2. He had
been told that it was not because
schemes in other parts of the
county had prmrity

It was decided to refer the
subject to the 'Public Health
Committee and take it up again
with the County Council.

.
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NAA REGIONAL CONTROLLER (ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION)
Department of the Environment

(South Eastern)
Edgeborough 74 Epsom Road Guildford Surrey
Telex 856336 AB Drese Guildford
Telephone 0483 (Guildford) 71101 ext 296

Your reference

J Purchese Esq
Chairman

The A.2 Group
Mill Cottage
Bekesbourne
CANTERBURY
Kent

Our reference

%sr:/200/09/ 1/TR 3L/01
ate

,‘QL] August 1572

Dear Sir
LONDON=CANTERBURY-DOVER TRUNK ROAD A.2 -

1« I have been asked by the Secretary of State for the Environment to thank you fop
your letter of 22 July 1972 about the improvement of the above Trunk Road between
Brenley Corner and Dover.

2. There is, I regret to say, very little that I can add to what has already been
made public about the improvement of this route. The Department is of course very
much aware of traffic conditions on the A.2 and T can assure you that we do not

Department is completely committed to the overall improvement of this road, but, as
I explained in my letter to you of 4 July last, the Department is bound by laws
which have been designed to safeguard the interest of the general public to follow
certain set procedures which are unfortunately lengthy. Whilst T appreciate and
fully sympathise with the concern which is felt by local residents, I regret that
in view of these legal processes, there is little that can be done to enable work on
the various by-pass schemes which are outstanding to be put in hand any earlier than
programmed., <

3. In addition to the proposals for the Mid=Kent Motorway, the Department is also
carrying out a feasibility study of the route between Brighton and Dover with a view
to its ultimate improvement. This study will of course take full account of the
likely traffic flows on the section between Folkestone and Dover following the

~ opening of the Motorway. At the western end of the Motorway, plans are already

being prepared for a link road between the Dartford Tunnel and the Swanley By-pass.
The line for the road was established some years ago and it is anticipated that
subject to the completion of the outstanding legal processes, that this road will be
opened to traffic prior to the completion of the Motorway. A link between the
Kotorway and the Blackwall Tunnel is being investigated by the Greater London

River Thames and Dover. This new road system would attract much of the traffic
which now uses the A.2 and would become the main access route to Europe be it by way
of the existing ferry facilities or the proposed Channel Tunnel, The improved A.2
will quite edequately cater for the volume of traffic which it is expected will use
this route after the construction of the Motorway.

This paper Is suitable for Dysline photocopying




4. The traffic census figures which are quoted by this Department are based on

16 hour manual and automatic counts. Perhaps it would be helpful if I explained at
this stage the meaning of the term P.C.U. The results of traffic censuses only
provide information about the mumber of vehicles which, as you will appreciate, can
be misleading as vehicles of different types will require different amounts of road
space because of variation in size and performance. In order to allow for this in
measuring capacity, traffic units are expressed in Passenger car units, the basic
unit for which is the car. The weighting of other vehicles in relatiom depends on
the type of wvehicles involved and their effect on the road. For example, a heavy
goods vehicle on a rural road is rated as equivalent to 3 cars, but on an urban road
only 2. By expressing traffic figures in this way, the capacity of all roads through-
out the country can be compared regardless of the type of traffic involved.

5. I would finally like to assure your Group that everything possible is being dome
to enable the overall improvement of A 2 to be completed as soon as possible bearing
in mind the necessary legal processes. So far as a by-pass of Canterbury is concerned,
this has been included in the primary network of Trunk Roads to be completed by the
mid-1980's. Consulting Engineers have investigated pessible routes for the by-pass
and their report is now being considered by the Secretary of State. Until such time
as a by-pass can be constructed, it is considered that the proposed by-passes of

Upper Harbledown and Harbledown and the new Canterbury Ring Road would cater for the
present and expected traffic flows on A 2.

6. I trust that the above information fully answers your enguiry.

Yours faithfully

sk
P
K M J FINBOW
for Regional Controller




wis,

Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Please reply 10 m431 Cottage, Bekesbourne, Kent,
3.9.1972

D. Crouch Eeq., M.P.,
/House of Commons,
/' London SW1

!

/
| Dear Mr. Crouch,
;‘ Ve have now received a reply from the Department of the
! | Environment to our Memorandum delivered on 22.7.1972 to Marsham Street.
| It is & most unsatisfactory answer in that the D. of E. still view the A20
| improvements as the answer to the TIR problem, but they have no firm plans
! for the essential links (Dover to Folkestone, A20 to Blackwall Tunnel) and
. are proposing to study these problems when the Motorway is built.
; Goodness knows when in the 1980's that will take us!
E: | Because it is clear that the D. of E. still see no urgent
, | action needed on the A2, we in the A2 Group must have the opportunity to
; ij . talk with Mr. Page when he visits the area. If on his return to London
' | there is not a prompt and definite reappraisal of the timetable on by-passes
. |,and a bringing forward of plans for Canterbury itself we shall be forced to
| +\take militant public action to bring a mational enquiry into being.
il ;
foA The intention of some businessmen in converting Hawkinge
| serodrome (it was a Fighter Station during the last war) to a TIR park with
[ capacity up to 2000 is monstrous, because it creates more problems than it
' Solves, for the access roads to the site from the A2 and A20 are worse than
' the A2 for narrowness, hills, visibility and other factors. Considering the
~demege done to Connaught Barracks where wholesale resurfacing of the roads
- and parade-ground is now needed after three weeks of lorry parking, we are
| saddened by the prospects of damage to the amenities of Hawkinge that the

! proposed plan would bring. This is in the Dover Divisiton, but should
f,f_-nnt be overlooked. )

5
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-3. Yours sincerely,

G Hrm_ SC’I‘VE?EI. i /T
The A2 Group e Ty reasre
i

1 High Street, Bridge



l 4 .(‘,W].‘l,
‘ngh Street, Brig
(amcrhury, Kent o

The n z G'oup grul’:m 3:‘(""’1mv / ’!'rour;mn, ;

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the W2

Please reply to:- Mi11 Cottage, Bekesbourne, Cantep,

ury; f-/.ent
(Tel: during working hours: Bridge 485)

- nmonin? officer
rie
Treaport & Oeneral Vorders Union,
1 Voodville Road,
Maidstone, Kent.

Dear Mr. Clayton,

Your members have to drive up and down the A2 daily, and all myst
be aware of the dangers when they leave the !'2 and start working their way
through the villages and the outekirts of Canterbury on their way to Folkestone
and Dover docks. Indeed, on May 26th. this year, one of your members wag
killed when his 30 tonner left the road in BEridge and crashed through a row of

Shaps. The A2 Group has been trying for years to get improvements 1o
the road hurried up - indeed our view is that the M2 should be continued al)
the way to Dover - and we are just as worried by the present conditions as
must be your members when negotiating the hazards of Boughton, Harbledown,
Bridge, Lydden and the approaches to Dover.

At last the Minister, Mr. Page, has been parsuaded to see the
road for himself and his party will travel by coach from Brenley Corner to
Dover next Tuesday afternoon (September 12th).

May the A2 Group suggest to you that to coincide with this
visit, or shortly afterwards, the T&GWU write to the Department of the Environment
&t 2 Marsham Street, London SW, to say that the road is extremely dangerous to
use and by this means exert some considerable pressure on the Department to
bring forward the planned by-pass of Canterbury due to start in eight years'
time, and to hurry up the bypasses of the villages.

We would be interested to hear your views on this matter.

Tours fraternally,







THE A2 GROUP,

Hon. Sec./Treasurer:
Brian A. Lewis,

1 High Street,
Bridge, Canterbury,
Kent.

29.8.1972

CENSUS RETURNS:

Would you please note that the column beadings numbered
from 1 to 5 comprise the following vehicles:-

{. Motor-cycles, mopeds.

2. Private cars, cars and trailers, pickups, light vans.

. Buses, coaches.

3
4. Large vans, lorries up to ten tons.
5. Lorries over ten tons.

T

The column marked T shows the number of TIR with trailer.

The pcu figures have been calculated on the basis of
rural pcu conversion factors,

No car trailers have been counted.

No pedal cyclists have been counted.

The period covered includes a normal weekday 24 hr.
section, and a complete bank holiday. R.A.C. reports
on the bank holiday declared that traffic flows were
nationally lower than a summer Sunday in their opinion.
The weather throughout the Census was dry and cloudy.

The capacity of the A2 has been calculated as 9,000 pcu
daily. (KCC figures)

The latest official figures available show 16,250 pcu
daily. (KCC figures for 1970)

The first 24 hr. period of the A2 Group Census showed

a daily throughput of 20,502 pcu. This is an increase
of just on 25%

All enguiries please to the Hon. Secretary.
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A2 GROUP TRAFFIC CENSUS SUMMARY - A2 BRIDGE
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Hon. Secretary/Treasurer:
Brian A, Lewis,

1 High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

" Please reply to:- i
'Weston Villas',

1, High Street,
Bridge,
Canterbury,
Kent.

17th September 1972

Graham Page Esq., M.P.,

(Minister of State, Department of the Environment),
House of Commons,

London S.W.1l.

Dear Mr. Page,

I was pleased to accept the invitation of Mr. David
Crouch to travel with you between Brenley Corner and Dover
on Monday last. :

You will recall that I told you of a course from which
I had just returned at Slough. From my experience, one is only
able to retain a certain amount of information in a given
period. Such must have been the case when you visited the A2,
since a large number of facts and figures were forthcoming
from people intimately connected with the road. Whilst your
visit was brief, I trust that you were able to appreciate the

- overall piciture of inadequacy which exists.

I noted that you were informing the press that a third
of the existing A2 has been improved to dual-carriageway
standards. This of course is correct. But the point which you
clearly have not grasped, is that the completed sections are
all without exception in isolated country areas. The priorities
adopted along the route are senseless as not a single dwelling
has yet been by-passed. This is the reason why we keep stressing
that the construction of the Canterbury by-pass together with
those of Bridge and Harbledown must be treated as a national
We do not accept that entry into the Common Market

emergency .
bR le effect to the throughput of traffic.

will have 1litt

Tunnel is built or not; already at
gegiagﬁzier season 7,500 vehicles a day cross
the Channel and two thirds of these use the
A2 between Canterbury and Dover. In one year
alone there has been an increase of 40 per
cent in heavy freignt vehicles for roll-on,
roll-off traffic. All this is before we enter
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During the journey Mr
John Purchese, chairman
of the A2 Group campaig-
ners, squatted on the
coach floor and appealed
to Mr Page for slow- down
zones on the approaches

mph limits round danger
spots.
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double yellow lines right
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After inspecting road-
works at Barham and
Lydden, Mr Page said
that over the past four
years ane- third of the 22
miles between Brenley
Corner and Dover had
been improved.

In the next four years,
he said, they would be
improving another seven
miles ‘and another seven ,
miles would ‘be covered:

or
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R
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He aecepted there were
troublespots it was im-
portant that they get the
right line for by- passes.

He sald the acclident
rate and the traffic rate
on the A2 did not justify a
motorway. They justified
improvements.

Mr. Page said, ‘T am
deeply concerned and I
have seen through the
demonstrations the feel-
ing “of the people. I am

grateful to the
ing out ag the
done,”

Mr David ¢
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in the whole ppm,
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ing programme whichen-
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venties, and a Canterbury
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Mr Page did tell me
that as a result of his
personal inspection tour
he would be better able to

severalschemes. . .

He expressed the hope
that before the end of the
year a decision would be
made an the ‘‘'where and
when’’ of Canterbury by-
pass. ; ;

FIRST DEMO
It is this road, round the
‘‘heritage’’ city, that

|

Dover Road, Canterbury,
\ md_m ©

many campaigners say is
the key to the problem,
and it would also relieve
neighbouring
‘Harbledown of the jug-
gernaut menace of TIR
lorries. ¥

The bus tour set off
from County Hall with Mr,
Robert Cooper, chairman
of the county roads com-
mittee and his predeces-
sor, Alderman William
Simmons, now council

a hot

 Roads
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coach trip

AVPROMISE that the programme of A2 improvements would
£ A be re-examined to see if any time could be saved was given
by Mr. Graham Page, the Government’s Minister responsible
Toads, after he took a coach trip along the trunk road on

Tuesday to see conditions for himself.

© And people fed up with the|Canterbury’s M.P., and after
continuous thunder of the TIR |pressure from local councils and
motorway monsters through |the

| their villages gave the Min
reception. Women waved

their fists' at him in Boug

and banner-waving protesters
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Canterbury and Bridge.
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ister

hton | now be done to

I am only interested
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Afterwards, Mr. Crouch said
he hoped that something would
improve A2
conditions. “I am no longer in-
terested in other road priorities.

to Dover and that it should be-
come a top Ministry priority.

“I will continue my pressure
on the Ministry and the Mini-
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how dangerous the road was. B
also spoke to the Vicar, Cand
Colin E. H. Perry, who urg
that improvements should
made,

Very strong

The Minister told them R
realised feeling was very stro
and that the road had not bee
built ‘for/ that sort of traffie
However, it took a long time &
plan a road and . carry Ou
those plans. 3 :
Mr. ‘Page told the “KentisH
Gazette” that he was takl
a careful look at the particularly
dangerous sections of the m:j
He hoped that in time the main
traffic would be taken off mﬂ
gllxch as \t!as A2 and put on i€

gger roads, E |
1s visit, he added, would help)
him to judge the value of adg
vice and information he W
8 about the. read and

no

im-|

a




_trunk ‘routes 'and

03 days;" Mr. Pur-

orries. on our roads to be
to\ those that  already
. existing weight rest'ri_cj

Cllr.  Tony Payne, of
own, told the assembly,
king regulations is  one
, but.breaking people, their
~and  homes, ‘is another,
" do you restore someone's

= ! At i
e 1s a very real danger
part of Kent from ‘the

‘told of villagers ' he knew
re unable to: keep orna-
n_ mantelpieces -as they
off 'whenever' a/ large
‘hit ‘& particular manhole

| the problem of noise, CIlr.
e said, “It is not. just the
and the bangs' but the
intense vibrations. ' You

‘them as well as hear
b S ; e
to understand the prob-
filth from the' lorries he
‘It is something to experi-
Ride ‘a bicycle for a mile

ts ‘and see the dirt ‘on
. skin and  clothes " after-

Dne  can then  realise! the
dlems of mothers and chil-
who have to live their lives
ds a lorry passes alon e
o Dover, Y P 8 along th
hese lorries must be: given
;ﬁer routes away from

fhls is ot a new idea,” Cllr.
be added, “There used to be
lally designed routes . for

upport
Ir, Payne was g eaki in
Elorl of an ‘amendglent ttlg re-
it the Juggernauts which the
mbly later overwhelmingly
;ed to. add ‘to their main
lution on the environment,
¥. Purchese followed  Cllr,
Pe to ‘the rdstrum,

Ve in Kent suffer and guffer
¥ously' he said, “Phe A2 in
meis only 18ft, wide and the
lenis are 18 inches, Con-
?3&;)\:!1&% that meang,

| Partment of -
Bment entirely faj] AL

d be a continuing
any lincrease in their

or shop if it .is' demo-|

| pollution.

 strictions be
a road whichl takes' jug- |

these routes, Every 50|

Y vell}ﬂcle, they were called tod. £ R it ¢ ' ‘
B8] | The r!sqmuonmu: passed, . |
14 B W m——g

ong term' solution, (the| : " ther:
s agreed, all juggernauts | (
* restricted to specific|

C ar the docl
can be no. systematic
s little wohder. tha
regard overloadir
able rigk. . 1

“we can expect 40|ha

network.
“With juggernan .
has come .to say . b r
heavier is not bgb% it/ co
be disastrous.”

In_ the main 14
Liberals agreed t
setting up of a re

lation  Inspectora:
powers 'to ‘monito

or. commercial agencies, that
nature = conservation be  intro-
duced as a school subject, that

prohibit: ocean  dumping, that
with extinction be

‘. They further ag
Put on

oil
in “the Engl ;
there be a ban on productive
processes giving rise to noxious
substances ' and that *more . re-
search be carried:out.into the
problems of
thetics.

Gerald Cass, prospective Parlia-
mentary candidate for Hastings,

wantonly damaged.

—
=

lived 'the 50. Yet despite

prophecics % :
orld could be a good place to.
Yoa i it we take decls Ve action
s & 8 S

Mse the probl

 td] em, There have
ﬁuuth;:wcmenm to the A2 on
Over,
i mxagSeven miles have been

| re there are no h

L‘.’,“',i’ sheep haye benuﬂtzg?es
m]_mnmcent visit, Mr. Page
Etor ‘i?t Minjster respon-
lition ‘::‘3:?’ admitted that
\vlnage of Berldlgg{:derous in
o umendment h

d by Mr. M ad been pro-

he amendm ent ig
to 2

B of partiey-
0 ﬁzmi “lhe resldlenrttslc:)lf
Dblerlx‘?ladi' but the destruc-
te et of juggernuut

gov?- county ang city. :
Lstlmat,e?l f}? spokesn:xan
Untmenl.al at six ‘ont of

JUBBernaytg are
re i
fanad Klﬁatlons_

it lega
aid should be extended to in-
dividuals | and - communities

the United' Nations  works to |

" ;
Loil tankers
sh ' Channel, that

‘indestructible syn- .
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NI Wrie Robinson. South Shrop-
Tﬁu\l- AU-4 .9,

here.

oy ~has. entirely |
failed to recognise the con-
| sequences of > -going
ot ‘ B A gyE

wanting to fight threats to their
environment from . Government

furs' and other products from
species “of animals . threatened :

a7 vironment has been
St ate, ‘m?M‘an-,cannotu‘
live the next 60 years as he has.
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In considering the present problems of the A2 road from
Brenley Corner to Dover it is necessary to look back over
the past ten years of road construction in East Kent.

When the M2 was built it was called the Medway Towns
by-pass, and since the official view was that the route to
Dover from London lay with the A20 through Maidstone this
is all it has ever been considered.

The M2 immediately became a very popular road, and
traffic flow on the A2 increased sharply as it became the
major route to London. The northern end of M2 was ex-
tended by improvement to motorway standards first to Dart-
ford, and then to Bexley, moves which at a stroke gave
excellent access to the Dartford and Blackwall Tunnels.
The fast access to Blackwall and the rolling programme
north of the tunnel forming a link with the East Cross route
made the northern section of the A2 very efficient.

South of the M2

At the southern end of the M2, from Brenley Corner to
Dover - following completion of the Medway Towns by-pass
- nothing at all happened. The authorities were waiting
to see if Britain would join the Common Market and whether
the Channel Tunnel would be built. This complete stag-
nation of activity was in large part the cause of the present
problems of the A2,
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Mr." Banniste, ‘.

well-kept, garden ‘—'F;}n‘ 0y 8
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his home.

Today the
across like a rir
ipped nia,
fabric-:scmed x'ri-eg.f" n;
an out-of-contro] g3 20

garden .4, ,

tom

ulated lorry’ “that o0 ang
through g telegraph s 0
e garden  fence .,
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The " village is Lydden
miles “out” of Dover
London road, the A2

The A2 i 3 main
road ‘that along e
Ccovers ground as motory
three ‘lanes. each Way dipl
CAITIAgeWAy . . and at Lvé
den'a ‘country’ road: paie
/ide enough' for two Jorrj
pass without' touching,

Lydden s in the path o
constant droves of huge conts
nental container lorries,
Type 'o0f commercial = vel
recently labelled by RAQ ey
utive Phil Drackett as: “gha
Frankenstein monster,”

Crunch
is coming

Said' . Mr. ' Drackett: " “The
crunch . is '  coming—|
Soon Britain must make a
cision between life worth |
ing and an existence deafen
battered: and ‘'threatened
that - Frankenstein - monster,
the' lorry.”

At Lydden: the crunch has
already’ come. ' Lorry-scarred
lawns-and the cracked ceflings
of . vibration-wrecked = houses
tell' the tale. :

Forty years of work in Mr.
Bannister's . garden were
wrecked in’ minutes. He is ‘oo
old to rebuild the garden. Lapd-
scape gardening fo repair it
would cost £600.

“The lorry that did the dam~
age: had collided with another
lorry just up 'the road there,
Mr. ‘Bannlster 'told me, point-
ing to the'narrow A2 ‘and it
Just: went out of control.

“Tt came through the fence,
demolishing the telegraph poie
on the' way,, ploughed across
my. lawn . and. stopped to the
side here, just past.the house.

¥ e
“It closed my is0n’s garag
(the petrol and service station’,

s e



annister bought a'b
llage. He' chose the s];lyi
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His greatest jo
is
h colour that su{'rburfg:

Mr. Albert Bannister, of Lydden, in his once pr

next door) for the day, becal
the ;,c;-!lrm}ty was knghkedac}ge.
S can’s remember . how
TUARY accidents . there have
; !*1 this village, Every time
One‘(i lbrakes squeal T think:
100, ear, there, goes. another
; L;tl)me‘s keep me awake at
‘.m"l here s little  other
i en, and you can’t help
i them belt through the

Terrible

ne that crashed. into
was loaded with

everywhere,

- irden, 1 don't

nions!

the ‘road, in @an=

galow, lives Miss
the  retired

"“‘:.‘EI.

| assistant matron of Dover Hos-
 pital, four and & half miles
away. :

at 445 in the mOrmneg,. she
was ' awoken by “a terrible
| noise of scraping tin” 8

The . day before, she had
been to a wedding. A friend’s
new parked: in  her

W AT Was
driveway. /Outside, in the

front garden, the car was
write-off - — squashed upslde
down under a large articulated
jorry which had nose-dived
down from. the road into the
front lawn.

Tt was an expensive accident
__£500 worth of damage to the
garden, 4 new car wrecked, @
Jorry. written-off, and’ its valu-
able £10,000 load of computer
parts damaged.

The lorry had jack-knifed on
black ice in the early morn-
ing, Now at last nine months
1a compensation has  been
pald, and landscape gardeners
have moved in to patch up
Miss Knight's garden.

“1 have lived heré sinee
1950. The change in that time
has been appalling. NOwW it is
getting worse and worse, !

Hiding
the cracks
«1 came here {from the Mid-

lands. I thought Kent was a
peacelul place. Now 1 have to
sleep at b e because 0of
the noise, and the cellings are
lled to hide the cracks from
the yibration.”

Drive on along the A2 from
Lydden towards London. and
you come to the village " of
pridge. The don’t like lorries
in Bridge; W pub i mildly, and
I Ving. through, (D9 vilage,
you can't {all 1o know

fact. curves
shere the Zm r !
wher i 2 oarded

Just b
{ontly, there 5
Sl Y1 re & house front g

o be. i
. slogans _are painted
Huge SIOZ8DS S0 a. skull

On December 29 last. ‘year, :

oud front garden, now ruined in a recent crash by & oarvurrr.is‘g

A country road ou
pass a lorry: ith & ove
\ A g, 44
fear of. Hving o “the* path ot
orries, 7 R0 TIVENEY
Colyn and his wife Pamela,
married In “Maroh; bad lived
above thelr’ shop: only ' two
months - when the . crash
ocourred. A
41t was like 8 pomb gxplod-
ing. You have never seen any-
vhing | ‘lke the . wreckage of

that crash.
“1t s hell \iving here. You

cannot sleep at night, and the
pollution from . the lorries
comes 1n {hrough the windows,

e In !ea{o of apother
Jorry. crashing into our home.

Repeated
story

Walking: ghrough the village
i is. RSy Al agine 1L as.

“her industries.

Fticulated lofry.

R it -

t of Lydden: barely wide enough for a car to
rhanging load, 3

'-\gl}fe % fortnight, around. mid-
nlghty  He has a wulti-tone
Nom.  Andeas he comeés past
that slogan, he puts his hand
on the horn . - s

Lydden and Bridge are just
two small villages in Kenf, but
their story Is repeated In doz-
ens. of other Eopgkish villages
in the path of heavy lorries;

Britain needs the commercial
)ite-blood of road freight. for

i But does that

mean Jife must pecome UnDeRr=
able for people unlucky enough
to be living on voutes, totally
‘unsuitable sor heavy vehicwar
traffic, used py the Jorries?

Britain's current T
keeps lorry axie welght to 10
tons, and overail welght to 32
tons, That & quite enough
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3 == A MAJOR row is brewing in @o:m._,.:on
: over the visit to the area on Tuesday
of Minister for Local Government .ﬁ:m

Development Mr. Graham Page. |

Mr. Page saw-trouble spots and improvement projects |
on his whistle-stop  inspection of the A.2. But, claim
Boughton residents, one of the.major trouble spots —
theit own village — was almost completely _czc:&

To make- matters worse,  {inn or the life ncoQazm lives
“hordes of police” .descended on the A2-afid has fo endure
on*the village ahead of the gay atiar . day. So.how-: could
Alinislerismcoachuandwremoved ™ n. " ccass” the problems  And
every i.-possible  obstruction put ‘more energy and drive
from Boughton’s streets. ' into  improvements  program- |

Parish.  Council  Chairman, med for the road.” i
Clir- C.. B, W, ‘Stevens, who  Councillor Stevens  has
also represents the 5::3 on spent ‘years fighting' for im-
Swale RDC,- told the Faver- provements to ‘the A2 He is |
m:.ﬁ: Zmiﬂ i § :3:1.: :.m so, -incensed: by <the .whole

L__osoa to see _:m sort o_. con-

.>.~<H>Q=.—.“U. i I' can assure .:_EL

Simae _pad 1




