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1'ol1ce ch’en {on
lorry attacks

Sunday feléﬁraph]ﬁ&pnﬁcr
Young Liberals are fo be ques-

Honed ““by . “detectivés . about
attacks on juggernau Adotries in
gau!s of East and North London
were Jot oM aa g e
blacked. With faigk,

i, ]
sthe attacks
series of anony-
e calls, The cal-

Responsibili
was claimed in
mous tclﬁphg

levs, wh ¥ B ; JERS in | : tribution facil-.
mnbiliscas’ lo **‘72,,," ;m' ;;.\%}{Ifxf S were thig shortage, de"elopmené:!f ?t?e(:r. %wal‘:i also mean
sised they were Spealding for on | | woek faced with the this scale 18 UNACCP™ yg5"qyellings, a public
independent group acting in sup- £ Haw table. : has house and a man-made thing as a "p
port_of ‘a campaign. called by prospect of a The firm which has o= oih 50 yyater;lde

Mr. Peter Hain and other Youn
Liberals to ghjp_juﬁgfernau'tg g

One caller said "he . did’

: L he . did; not
represent the Young Lib\a‘tﬂﬂs
”}llg 4 number of members” of
1 organisation had take

in the attacks. S pal:t\

.

giant development
on Hawkinge air:
field with 11 separ
rate applications for
outline planning per-
mission.
Many 'see
cations asa disguise for &
TIR container terminal,
and local councillors are
concerned that even

turned down.
the appli-

| Tuesday.

The Deputy Town Clerk,
Mr Keith Hunt, told members
of the council's original pro-
posal to ban lorries over 10
tons or more than 26 feet long
from the city. :

This had been put to the
Department of the Environ-
ment, the Kent County Coun-
cil and Kent Police who had

an alternative route but it
already carried more vehicles
than the A2, and had several
sub-standard features which
could not stand extra heavy
traffic. :

TIR ter

though there is a housing

the applications to
Eﬁxﬁn Courr;'cil {s Truck
Inns Ltd. Last year they
applied for, permission to
build a hypermarket and
TIR terminal but this was

As (the application
\smnds.‘ the development
would be a shopping
centre with supermarket,
department store, shops,

storage and office space

flats, = ** T e

The plan also includesa €™
200-room hotel, lorry ]
and distribution depot, set’
in the downlands of
Folkestone, just outside

are

Although a decision
from the council could
take months, villagers
are already angry at the

| h lorry ban

PLANS to ban heavy forrics from the A2 in Caner- | | dev
| bury are to go ahead despite objections by the police, Kent |

Her

. package to disguise
h.] a,ObIe(:ﬂve, a

tainerterminal,
™K ° She said that
1 o 1

needed I the i

b At ths

the village of Hawkinge. ' gpe. 'Vi;ifzv.}!am i@ e

m“cins a whole nj

| villages in his own

| of Swingfield would be

A totally opposed to sucly,
development which woy"

‘sure thel

" them

with Fol|

1

all objected to the plan for:

more or less the same Tea- |
sons. ! AAh )

The Department said the
A20 had considered as

| County Council and the Department of the Environment,
ithe City Council’s: Public Works Commmeedcmded on

But_ Clir Mike Fuller said

the plans should not be de-
layed any longer.” . ‘
“The Department may well

step in and pre
ing them out, buf we must
‘show the depth of our feel-
ings about this matter, be-
cause in many respects the
A2 is 'so totally wunsatis-
factory.” e sl
“i'Added Clir Eric Hanscomb:
We cannot be econcerned
with what' 'alternate  routes
‘these vehicles take. We must
protect ourselves."

'The committee decided to

use its executive powers so
that the proposals conld be
put into operation as soon as

revent us carrv- |

|
i

stone. ! ,&;_ i -
Councillor R. Hagq |
-said that he will argue|
the villagers in \
council chamber. i

‘possible.

—

A

badly needed
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This campaign has b
1 . The power
the anti-lorry lobby ha
grown to the extent that th
restrigtion of truck operation’
and the forcing of traffic onto™8¥

During- the week ending

bumper to bumper frem the
1 30th September

dock gates to Kearsney.

=, =orET
e, Pl ety T3 \
AUGUST 22 saw the start of “Operation’
Snowball” sponsored by the York Trailer
Co Ltd, a publicity campaign aimed at re-
dressing the balance of i
the anti-juggernaut lob

app:

passing

|
e

the ayerage

lorries

of
through Dover to the docks
was 537 a day.

number

iblic opinion

f":Nu sulimission

and

come increasingly |
t that unless the
| road/rail'question is resolved:
i| in the immediate future, the!
development of British in-
| dustry, and particularly. of
mechanical handling, is likely

to be seriously. impeded. i

Bt

| trailers and on-t

At the risk of preaching to
the converted, heavy road |
transport is an integral part in
the manufacturing and dis-
tribution i
tainers, swop bod

ind 01 ck -handl-
ing aids have all helped to
make heavy road vehicles
more effective. R

This advantage mus
allowed to be lost, el
submission: to. th
vironmental lobby’s h
or by overcompensation
the transport industry re
ing to accept that in ‘cer

areas, large numbers of h

——————————————————

eavy |

trucks do cause am un- |

3

trusion,

desirable environmental in- |
P TR |

i

It is undenia

bfe-that the |

blame for .this.rests wholly |

with the lack™ of a co-

| ordinated. national" transport

policy from* central govern-

ment. A typieal instance of
such a faily 18 the develop-
.| ment o‘f ‘Daver into one of
| Europe’s “foremost roll/on

roll/off ports without the es-

g

sential road back-up having ‘

een considered. Let Bri
on the A2 ha oty ridge



creR ExPRets ST
§10w that
trathic!

IT HAS BEEN announced
that Bridge will -eventually
have it's own by-pass once
the route has been decided,
but it's compietion will prob-
ably take tweg years. Mean-
while - the residents sufler
from danger tp life ard limb,
damage to buildings and ex-
cessive  noise; mainly - from
heavy lorties, travelling at
o0 great a speed.

At the approach to Bridge
on the AZ from Canterbury
there 15 a 40 m.p.h. sign. A
few hundred yards beyond
this at the start of the steep
incline irto Bridge there is a
“Reduce Speed” sign. Reduce
it to what? 3

Surely, (it would be plain
common , sense o exchange
these signs and aty the same
time to reduce the 40 m.p.h.
to 20-25 mph. Also, both
sigrs should be in three lan-
guages, English  French and
German - with' the - “Reduce
Speed Now” and limit signs
in Kkilometers as well as in
m.p.h., so that Continental
drivers can have no excuse
for failing to comply with
traffic regulations.

(Mrs.) Jane Du BosHay,
11 Mill Wall Place,

JUGGERNAUTS
could be banned from
the A2 in Canterbury.
Machinery is now in
motion to create an
order that would

force drivers to turn
round and go anothe
way. af
The City Council’s Public
Works Committee has decided

1o go ahead with the ban as a
demonstration that Canfer-

bury means business over lor-
ries, and fo emphazize the
need for a by-pass. :

If the order comes into
effect lorries over ten tons and

more than 36 feet long will be .
in a fix. They will not be able to*

come any further into the city

than St. Peter’s roundabout on
Rheims Way, or the Dover
Road in the other direction.

But even if the council do
make the regulation the
Department of the Environ-
;pem could overrule the ac-
ion. ¢

- JUGGERNAUTS COULD -
‘ ‘IN CITY

The basic idea is fo break
the link in the M2, A2 route fo
the Channel ports, and divert
traffic elsewhere, and bring-
ing the point home that Canter-
bury must have ifs by-pass.

Deputy town clerk Mr. Keith
Hunt told the committee that

all enquiries to the police,
Kent County Council and the
Departmert of the Environ-
ment had brought more or less
the same reply.

The A20 route carried more
traffic than the A2 and the
authorities did not wish fur-
ther to overioad it.

Clir. Mike Fuller said they
had to press ahead and hope
the Department of the Envi-
ronment would publish the by-
pass plans for Canterbury.

‘"We need to go through with
what we said we would do,”’ he
added, ““in spite of the fact that
the Department of the Envi-
ronment will step in and pre-
vent us carrying out this order
tostop lorries.

““We must show the depth of
our feelings and prevent jug-
gernauts from using the A2
route through Canterbury,*

Clir. Eric Hanscomb €om-
mented that the situation was
serious with possible damage

BARGRICY, to buildings and free move- =
Keni. ment of people. -3
“’We must protect our- =
selves,” he said.
The committee decided to =
use their delegated power to
act on the implementation of
the order.
OVERLOADED juggernauts = week that the park should be f : : i =
impounded at the Kingsmead set aside for us:aby the people m;iu:g;mhi Desidatific -
Road car park, Canterbury who are going to work at new :
(seen here), by weights and District Council offices in _Now council officers are to
measures inspectors will soon Northgate. find alternative parking space
have to go elsewhere. Canterbury has allowed the for the outlaw lorries after
The City council’s Public county inspectors to detain discussions with the Weights
Works Commitiee agreed last juggernauts at the car park. and Measures Department.




MR. John Peyton,
Minister for Trans-
“port Industries,an-
nounced yesterday
that the Department
of the Environment
has authorized Kent
County Council to
accept a £3,088,689

‘tender by Mears

Construction Ltd.,
for building a by-
pass to the villages
of Boughton and
Dunkirk on the A2
five miles west of
Canterbury.

Work will begin

soon: It is expected
that the project will
take two years to
complete.

The by-pass, about
three miles long,
will leave the exist-
ing trunk road
immediately east of .

Brenley Corner
roundabout, pass
south of the two vil-
lages and rejoin the
A2 near the Gate Inn
public house.

It will have dual
24ft. carriageways
with 12ft. grass

£3m BY-PASS
GETS THE 0.K.

verges and a 13ft.
central reservation.
Access to the by-

‘pass will be prohib-

ited except at its
terminal points
where grade sep-

arated slip roads -

will be built.

The scheme will
involve the diver-
sion and re-align-
ment of minor roads
affected an
construction of five
road bridges, a ped-
estrian subway and
a footbridge. §
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A HEAVY goods vehicle
skidded over on to its side on
Saturday afternoon at the
Rheims Way/ St. Peter’s
roundabout, and blocked the

P e

road for several hours causing
considerable traffic con-
gestion.

The fire and police services
rushed to the scene to clear the

road of highly inflammable
diesel oil which leaked from
the articulated lorry‘s fuel
tank.

Its driver was Mr. James

Roffay, 23, of Fenner Square,
Battersea, who was taken to
Kent and Canterbury Hospital
suffering from a cut eye. He
was later discharged.

The lorry was carrying
crates of foam rubber which
were strewn for many yards
around the accident area.

CA072




Fighting the juggernaut
menace

Bridge is the village in Kent
on the A2 Dover to London
Road which has suffered so
n‘wch both physical destruc-
tion and fearful disturbance
from the “juggernauts’ up to
70 feet long which tear through
its hitherto relatively quiet
High Street on their way to and
from the Continent.

Wimpey pensioher F. Harris and
his wife have lived at number 12
High Street for the past five years in
a charming residence known as
Regency Cottage. This has a period
quality and | was impressed by the
plaque on the front with the
number Xll in Roman numerals.

The village is approached by a

f x b sy "
steep descent from either side, and : . b
has been the scene of many acci- A typical mnnsrer‘/ony en route from‘ the Continent negotiates _fhe narrow Hfﬂ'l'
dents involving lorries. The Har Street of Bridge in Kent. Heavy lorries thunder through the village at intervals
o - 3 S I i N s Led
ris's premises have not escaped i@ St’imm’iﬁy and night Photograph by courtesy of Associated Newspaper

unscathed.

Unlike 50 of the village houses
which front straight on to the
pavement, Regency Cottage has a
brick wall between the small front
garden and the roadway. This wall
has already been damaged by one
of the juggernauts

But even worse, says Mrs Harris,
is the continual noise and vibration \

from the huge lorries. She thinks
they are fortunate to have sold their |
house so they may seek peace and
quiet elsewhere. |
Coincidentally, opposite the cot- Issue 382
tage lives Brian Lewis, who is a
guantity surveyor with Wimpey October 1973

Department 18's Maidstone office.

Narrow High Street B Coun(:il urges

Brian is also the A2 Group
secretary who has conducted the

campaign against the gigantic lorries ; Sup
using the villkage's High Street, ¥ 3 o B
which at one point is only 18 feet R A
wide, while pavements narrow to

% -. et L ¥
18Trllgc:aet:paign has been success- ]uggern

ful in obtaining a promise that a by-

pass will be constructed. A start Ca.ntér‘bury ST, Counciif
is to be made next year, but it (S Lol urseditta apiit its | : =
will take three years to complete the v&}eight gb ehind’ theh C% r ‘Pl‘,lgged away
oS Cfu 1.}111;(33'; ]‘?;?Séi?fﬂd s . The -party A2 Group had
3 At a meeting of the District io';alﬂtf, ﬂﬁ?ﬁ*-D‘ﬁlﬁEﬂ'{ﬁéé&%ﬁt
Council last Thursday mem- aC i 'déahnqu R tL
Worse: foicoms bers agreed to. refer to its GompRd QAL aaqd tuN
oy Commiitee i motion | e b e ana tmorove

a
Ko Sl

Meanwhile the villagers go in

fear as accidents occur, people get City Council's fight, and thﬁfﬁ'ﬁﬁiﬁﬁtﬁﬁﬁi 18
hurt and their houses are damaged. urging the Dapa.rtm:;:(tl o{{gﬁ ang. Mk Cwhich | wesieannot

Brian tells me there is an average gox::vt“%g\g::lﬁto press for- ignore 'is a by-pass 'fo,r‘ (i%rl‘-
of only four seconds” gap between warg 3"71“—1 ‘plans_for a Can- g%i&%’glﬁlﬂ.b‘g“mgméd i
vehicles passing through the High terbu byzpass a.ndt &2: hear that motorway, standard
Street, and @ census revealed that a upgrading of the Th:}n;rm Va¥: | roads will be putting traffc
: ' ! h the || . The movedicame fr on to our eity’s roads network.
heavy lorry thunders throug Mike Fuller, who said he

- DL “Because .of this, .for the
village every 46 seconds day and wanted the council to take a | ., =50 57 thet,neople’ of the

night. He computes that over vote on the motion and make || Gy oo™ around, thel City

. : ¥ nite decision. This was d th
500,000 lorries use the route in the gvgsr?uled the chairman, gﬁ:‘mt::’l bl?rfl?:oty\tro.{ra%c. e
course of a year, and last year the Clir Tom Castle, who said | "lqy 'go01q be nice to:think |
TIR traffic increased by 29 per || that it shotld be referred 10 i iyq¢1 this \ could  have been |
cent, with worse to come }:w apnrﬁel;i:t*l% :"mm'“"'e o, &?‘ntrolled w‘“}f\?fx 2:95?& :1'
g s cons i © pressure on 5 -

Said Clir Fuller: Ehe bncl&; men,: sodabl by ourMP. and

Eievyone The provlema of thel| £ SPEEH DU Bk 67 0

veryone, as 0

izr;yre everyone's problem in| o are left with trying to

this distriet,” mt%ﬁa our own area from
he .

“I want  support for the
action that the City Couneil
has taken and to keep up the

tgw"all iy,
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THREAT TO

A BAN on heavy goods lorries using the A2 trunk route
where it passes through Canterbury, Kent, is being sought

VER ROUTE

by the city council — despite official discouragement by the
Department of the Environment and the police.

The effect of such a ban on international haulage vehicles using
Dover would be immediate and serious in aggravating congestion.

The city council is being
asked by its public works
committee to make a draft,
Order prohibiting vehicles
over 10 tons or 36 ft in
length.

The move is the latest in a
long campaign’ by councils
and protest groups along the
A2 through East Kent to ban
international haulage vehicles
from the route, which narrows
to 18 ft in parts of Bridge
village, four miles on the
coastal side of Canterbury.

A2 Group formed by
residents along the “TIR
Trail” claimed that a census
they had conducted showed
that a heavy lorry passed
through, on average, every 46
seconds.

They claimed that this was
'a 29 percent increase in the
number of ‘“‘juggernauts” in
one year, and an 11 percent
rise in the number of all types
of lorries. ; }

Secretary Mr Brian Lewis
declared, “Since the faceless
ones at the Department of the

for creating this problem it 18
up to them to solve it.

“T don’t see why innocent
residents here should pay the
penalty for successive
Continued on page 24

|

Dover route

Continued from page 1
Governments’ failure to
prepare for entry into the
Common Market.

The Sheriff of Canterbury,
Councillor Michael Fuller —
who is prospective Labour
Parliamentary candidate for
the constituency — initiated
the moves to ban lorries.

Altarnaﬁve

Councillor Fuller suggested

that the alternative route.

should be the A20 or
“preferably, the Canterbury
by-pass”. This route, not yet
defined, is not expected to
begin construction until the

|| 1980s.

f the |
In August, members of the |® The! one shipping com.

'Eany virtually certain to

enefit from any ban on com-
mercial vehicles passing
through Canterbury would be
the recently launched Thanet
Shipping Line, whose roll-

on/roll-off service connects |

Ramsgate and Flushing.

The Thanetway is recognis-
ed as one of the best roads
into Kent, avoiding towns and
villages, with the turn-off for
Ramsgate being only two
miles from the Thanet Line’s
terminal in the harbour.

Environment are responsible [Steet, London, W.1. and printed by Swale

ESSRLa. e e
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~Notices announcing the ban
= which would affect lorries
gevgl' 10 tons or more than

t in length .- ‘have been
published by  the ‘eouncil. It
&ould cover the A2 between

e Rheims Way roundabout
and the junctions of the New
and Old ver Roads with
bt Lawrence Road, Canter-
ury. )

International ' Freightin
‘Weekly, mouthpiece g thg
road hauliers, deseribed the

B;%pom ha.:nlas ‘immediate
ous In aggravatin
T .
T n Lewis, secretar
of the A2 Group said that ig
the “‘strongest possible terms”
is organisation supported
th'e' City Council.
I view such action as sen-
sible and practical” said Mr
Lewis this week. “It should
not only demonstrate the
urgent need for ‘the early
completion of a Canterbury
by-pass, but will have the
effect of  ridding the A2
villages, Bridge in particular,
of the TIR menace.”

RECORDS BROKEN

Last month Dover broke
all records with, 'its lorry
throughput, said Mr Lewis,
with 15,000 vehicles being
handled. This daily average
of 500 compared ‘with 300-a
day last year.

Mr Lewis added: “Since the
faceless ones at the Depart-
ment of the Environment are
responsible for creating this
problem it is up to them to

“I don’t see why innocent
residents here should pay the
penalty for successive
Governments’ failure to pre-

pare for entry into the Com-

mon Market.” RoF SN
The ban was initiated

earlier this year by::the

Sheriff, Clir Mike Fuller, as a
means of drawing to Govern:
ment and public attention the
concern felt by peopleiliving
on the A2 over the. TIR
lorries. ; N0 A Al
Clir Fuller suggested  that
the alternative route’ should

'Pposition

n

e h. oy
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ban
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by David Rose:

. b

&I;IL-QUT pport for the City Council in its moves to
heavy lorries from the A2 through Canterbury came

week fmmtheA2 Group — but the plan has met

massive opposition from many sources, including inter-

national freight haulage companies and the police.

be the A20 or “preferably the

Canterbury by-pass” The
route for the by-pass is not
yet known, although the

Government is ‘expected to
reveal it shortly.
Mr Frank. Lyon, of the

told me that any attempt to
impose a “ban on certain
vehicles over the A2 would be
“entirely impracticable.”

He continued: ‘It is the
main route to Dover, and the
idea of diverting the lorries a
long way round ;will only
lengthen . their. journey and
add to the inconvenience of
someone somewhere else.

“It doesn't solve any prob-
lems. The .obvious solution is
a by-pass ds far as Canter-
bury is ~concerned which
would take the traffic away
from residential 'areas, It is
too easy simply to say ‘We'll
kick these wvehicles out.” If
everyone said that none of
our members  would be able
to turn a wheel.”

Mr George . Mijtchell, secre-
tary of the association’s High-
ways and Trafic Committee,
said he hoped.his organisa-
tion would; soon.be having
talks with the. City. Council
to discuss the new order.
_“Our particulap concern is
an : alternative: /Toute’™ said
Mr Mitchell. #*We‘are the first
to agree to any scheme like
this if there is an alternative
route but . I+ can’t:see any
suitable alternative in this
case.” -

Mr Mitchell added that for
a long time his association
had thought that Canterbury
and similar authorities on the
‘A2 had a good case and cause
for complaint.

“But then, "Kent County
Council ~is the only county
authority in the country that
does not have an agreed road
development plan.

“I dan’t know of any other

allow a motorway like the M2
to go so far, and then not
press for its completion. It

Another
A2 safety

measure

black-spot’, where 'three sol-
diers were killed in a crash
earlier this year,

At present, pavements stop
on either side of the bridge
and pedestrians ‘are forced
to walk in the road. After the

at Lydden and Temple Ewell
demonstrated for safer con-
ditions at the bridge.

Authorising KXent County
Council to accept a £37,000
contract for the subway, the
Department, of the Environ-
ment has admitted that the
restricted wvisibility on the

ork on the subway, which
will be bored through the

et v Wohruary and e . |

Ewell, the notorious accident |

triple fatal accident, villagers |

S-bend under the bridge |
makes it hazardous for
pedestriang.

railway embankment, should |

routes. The problems..of the
A2 and its villages are appre-
ciated, say the police, but
overall the A2/M2 route is
preferable to the AZ20.

A pedestrian subway is to |
be built alongside the A2 at |
Watersend ridge, Temple

Road Haulage Association, |

county/ authority that would |

is 'a 'most extraordinary |
attitude. by Kent'  County
Councill 4,

Kent ‘Police said they <do |
not supportithe ban "because |
of unsatisfactory alternative-|
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What has

A2 group |
wh. d 9 : — RN The driver of this TIR

€

d(_ leve . Could we not credit the }grry was taken to the b
A FERENCE s h:u‘h\\,,\ \Uthority with ent' and. Canterbury

LS SE musement t]h 1 having seen the error of its Hospital with shock and

it is with amuseme hat ways and ing to make the y

vead every week about various best of a bad job, Let ot cuts on Saturday after it

claims from odd bods who them a nice oig bouquet just overturned at the St

think they 'l““",“ moved the for once. Remember that Peter’s Place roundabout,

highway aut hority to action. soft words sooth the savage 2ies : Mr 329

Now we have David Crouch, beast. ; ¢ gaﬂ buryed e ]! : r

MP for Canterbury jump- Mrs, J. Burkimsher. otiey, ag , of 1

ing on the bandwagon Clerk to Lydden Parish Fenner Square, Battersea,
e - con 20 Stosen was allowed to leave after

Everyone concerned has con- 20 Stonehall, Lydden. i

tributed a  bit, . Sir John : | va s‘wﬁf#ﬂnmt' i

Arbuthnot got the footpath |
from the bottom of Lydden E -
Hill t Stonehall Corner.
David Ennals got the im-§
provements from Stonehall
corner to Temple Ewell (to
alter: the Watersend Bridge
would be a major and very
expensive operation indeed, |
we are told by Her Majesty’s
Inspector),” Mr. Peter Rees
has got the by-pass. S

The A2 Group has been |
in existence for years now,
but I can’t recall anything
at ail “'which they have
achieved for Lydden, Temple .
Ewell or Dover for that mat-
ter. &

Being modest, I will' not
say what the parish council
has done, but we agree with
Temple Ewell Parish Council,
in that patience and persist-
ence wins in the end, and
although 1 have heard of
faith moving mountains, 1
have never heard of a de-
monstration which = moved
anything at. all except
motorists to dire thoughts of
murder.
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out by Peyton . |

TI R TBRRR answer lay In providing a |

o T . e
e~ S ——

modern road network. He
said: {‘To ban heavy
lorries from roads such as
your own ring road would

CANTERBURY'S
roposed ban on
avy lorries may

thrown out by - .___ . dmply mean that traffic
W.hiteh.all, the City came from the County came from secretary Mr wmﬁg be forced into || !
ncil learned this council’s weights and Brian Lewls. residential streets and }
week. . measures inspector, Mr  He sald: ‘It Is time the villages and minor }
Mr John Peyton, JackStokoe. County Councll stopped wu?d!;aflronda \;thch |
td 'i&lﬂniltez"’. has VERWEIGHT it i u:hhe:d é“m.i?ft’ mﬁr J:h:“\\?:ll::bceﬁalr- |
told the ¢ouncil he feels he o ﬁﬁglgx'n O e tar iman of the new County |

n 2,600 »

&un-t consider g;aum% . ngtcler;m::e cm% - ‘f r?ng too complacent for far too gouncu s Plann!ngl and ‘

| ~Gouneil :;3,,, mmﬁcmg six months on the A2 and 'long and must get to grips 2 © ansportation.
the ban on A2 h A20 trunk roads, 497 were With this situation. Committee, sald last
on A2 “h?l . found to be: outside the  In a letter to Councillor week: ‘‘The city council
nvited themlr 8. He ool " legal limit. ‘When similar Alfred Walker, chalrman haﬁ‘x been informed that
by Octobe b chocks were’ made, five o Canterbury's Pubi¢ o0 liB;ithere /18 every
81, 13771 lorries Works Committee, Mr gmpamy with its views,
By e course of action

He may call for further rs ago, only 71 lor e ncern
information and opinions  were °"m“f5hgnﬁ“'£§wt 108 attoct %f heavy suggested cannot be

end that could mean & Reaction fi wns and supported. "’ |

pul Grou ch represents lorry traffic in towns P!

f blicinquiry. v!llap'ev:':’ andprgther cities never designed to A?a. Roads Committee
t the same time, an E accommodate it. meeting, the proposed

announcement that one in  residents campalgning
five lorries are overladen for a better trunk road, GARE et depertin 8
- — “Wialt

A

He considered the ban was described as lﬂ?
i
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B.\mE plans were being
made in Folkestone  this
week to fight a scheme
which would farce heavy

. lorries off the &2 — and
on to the alteady over-
crowded A 20,

The grave tramc threat,
which would hit villages from
Capel to Sellindge, as well as
the town of FolKestone, was
Dosed on Tuesday by Ganter-
bury City Couneil. It pub-
lished a plan which would -
bar lorries weighing more
than 10 tons or more than 38«
fpet long from entering the
Cily boundaries.on the A

The staggering outcome of
the move would be to force:
all cross-Channel T.IRs' on -

to the A20. Lorries to andf

from Dover as well as Folkes.
Stone . would crowd the'
. ®lready overburdened road.

e—— s
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Fierce opposition to the
scheme has already been
Voiced by the police, the AA
and the Freight Transport
Assoclation,  But the city
council has gone ahead” ahd
approved it e

Objections must be sub-
mitted to Canterbury towfi
clerk Mr. Christopher Gay
within the next 17 days
Then the council has to.de-
cide: whether iy goes @head
and seeks Ministry approval.

Alderman, JEric Hamer,
chairman of Folkestone's
highways committee, has
already called for a copy of
Canterbury’s plan. He told

“Ea;;m;nemu this week: *“'The

Departiment of the Environ-
ment  has indicated to me
that ' this! plan will not be
confirmed. }
1 ®As a form of protest this
plan is bringing" pressure to

e

W2z

4

1172 MWFZ20N PN 2 V22 WP727,

of

showing that: urgent action
is necessary to solve the

problems on the routes to the‘

ports.

The highways committee
meets on Tuesday and is ex-
pected to decide to lodge a
formal objection to the
scheme, Other organisations
in the area are also expected
to protest.

The Frelght Transport
Association 1s reported to
have warned that drivers
might hit back at Canterbury
by blocking the A2 for all
trafc.

CONTINENTAL trafMc¢ was
already placing an almost in-
tolerable 'burden on Kent's
roads, Mr. John Grugeon,
leader of the new Kent
County Council’s Conserva-
&ive group said on Wednes-
ay

Environment Minister

|

coriference that a new road |
traffic Bill and environmen- |
tal protection Bill were to be
introduced by Parliament.

The Government would
give local atthorities in
towns every support in pre-
paring plans for controlling |
routes for heavy lorries, he
said |

Existing legislation, enabled
juggernauts to be kepf off
unsuitable roads. The confer-
ence carried a resolution call- |
ing on the Government to
ensure that the immediate |
heighbourhood is protected
from adverse effects of the
Channe] tunnel and Maplin |
airport.

By ensuring that adeqguate
road and rail links are builf,
heavy traffic on unsuitable
roads could be diminished
and the quality of life of the
whole country improved, said

Geoffrey Rippon told the the resolution.
bk Tl ekt .03 INTE

|

ft

“Don’t need the Archbishop’s blessing as w I, do we?




E in five jugger-
uts travelling on

o killer '* A2 is
er the legal weight
it. The shock an-
uncement came
'om Kent County

puncil .

More than 2,500 vehicles
sre weighed as council
fcers conducted a six-month
rge t overweight jug-
ymauts — and 487 were over
© legal safety limits.

The 24-hour checks were

irried out between March
2d August on the notorious
2and A20 roads.

The report comes from
tent's chief weights and mea-
sures inspector. The stagger-
ng statistics are released in a
County Roads Committee

report. .

In a corresponding cam-
paign five years ago, only 71
_lorries were found to be over-

l—':l'ﬂ.v—-r

By
SIMON FOWLER

@ loaded. This means that today
| nearly eight times as many
overloaded juggernauts are
travelling through the city.
| According to a survey con-
|} ducted by the local A2 Group
|j| in August around 250 * illeg-
] al "’ juggernauts travel
il Lhroughﬁerbury every
([} day, and of them, apart
from a minute percentage, are
evercaught. | . . : ; 2 : : FATEAS |
ea‘n;dARaGrmtp survey show- P | < B \ : POLSTERMOREL
4. juggernaut passes i ; : 4 ™
e I pames ‘ ‘ : : UPH. FURNITURE
every 48 seconds. And a total
of about 2,000 travel the
Canterbury stretches of the A2

Bridge every six months. But
in the whole of Kent only 6,274
lorries were examined by the

8'%0r!ﬂs.-kr¢dmﬂarpenod.

ousands of ernauts

from the M‘ggre thun- &

dering through Kent each day 2

m“?:!in‘r of prose- ~_Big lorries and narrow.
in lln':iilé"- “ 4 lis Canterbury s_treeis just do no

100,000 e about mix — as this scene at Stou
SN e _.gh Jugger- Street junction with the High

Street, last Saturday, proves.

;O B;’c"kpage

| L s
B e RSB it 5 II
s NI'QIIIIIH-* ounded And at the same time as ing in Holland. The company is -.utonlg i
hlu:':‘m y could  canterbury City Council is using a new purpose-built ves- s 2w N0
fime with a new threat — this  setting out fo ban juggernauts sel — the *“ Admiral Carrier THE Canterbury, Society is
“,.M lorries heading  from the streets all fogether of 1,000 fons and a capacity of calling a special meeting
A the Brifish Road Federation up to 40-foot trailers on each tonight (Thursgay) to discuss
of m m the major ports  announces that if the new M20 five-hour crossing. the city’s traffic proplems es-
Néw heayy fre. Folkesfone, a is finished on time it could help Thanet Shipping Line hopes pecially the' Sty Dunstan’s and
operati M t ferry isnow  the worsening traffic situation to carry up to 500 lorries a ¥ : % Broad Street areas.
u,’"!""’!ﬁl. in East Kent. week on the new route and ) . i As one" offthe’ city's most
ferry ing Lines, the The Thanet Company say states its competitive rates Overloaded lorries in Kings- influential amenity groups the
with the fors, are coping they chose Ramsgate Harbour compare more: than favour- mead car park. CA1126 society has bent public opinion
of huge vehie increasing load  for their new ferry ferminal ably with the big commercial on many: major. schemes In
gh.n,,.lv'”ﬂ‘i that cross the  pecause fewer people are dis- operators. at the country’s free shop. Canterbury.
"llinhi' and the company jurbed by fraffic on the main ports. 1f the new ferry is successful Soclety members made a
vehicl most of their  approach routes than any- Apart from the freight the company will charter a special request for the meet-
Thanet | travel along where else in Kenf. accommodation the ship has second ship enabling them to ing which starts at 8.00 p.m. at
fod missing the con- New shipping line runs plenty of facilities for drivers use both daily tides. the County Hotel.
o ':‘d Canferbury. petween Ramsgate and Flush- including catering and a duty-



Trafic
Cantarbur;n
double in the-

a ol 10 years,
Thural.y;‘ mh“'.?t

said last

per et by Hate by 50
sy eet the figure
Efu‘s mated at 88 per cent,
Stephm Road just

over 100 per and in Win-
cheap a:remuch ‘as 120 per
reWt Neure sl L he
Mr Kenneth . chair-

R‘t}n of the society's
-committee, - open
meeting by ou : ned {ﬁ:
developmeg{s in Canterbury’s
traffic problem:

o P ; s over the past

When the Colquhoun R
eport

[ap in this year it

";: S ﬁht‘éhﬁﬂ pubucnhl'{terest
chanan Report of

three years ago, he said. |

In the interim report of

J , 1970, Buchanan men-
tione four possible road
systems. The development plan,
a very old idea to build a tightly
drawn circle of road round the
city, was not really practical
because of, the increase in

' Other three

Buchanan gave much fuller
consideration to the other three
routes—the sub-surface route
going near the Westﬁ]ate Towers
and g with Wincheap, the
northern route which was very
slnmartoonegouct forward by the
Canterbury jety, and the
southern route which would take
traffic along Broad Street and
Military Road.

In his final re‘})ort published in
October, 1870
scrubbed out the development
lan and the southern route as
ing damaging to the
environment. He also dismissed
the northern route, which he had
rated very highly in his interim
report. Y
This left the sub-surface route,
which Buchanan split into two
forms. The innér sub-surface
route would run along St Peter’s
Place, underground near the
West Towers -and emerfe
roum‘fg about St Radigund's
Street. The rail route would
come near

Whitehall Gardgans

d the railway line, under-

= d to avoid St tan’s

and re-emerge on the far side of

the city. - %

Then, at ttl:‘tf beglm;:lng h:é‘
on e coun

e go ahead with
<X

decided not to
either route. 5

#Js 'a do-nothing policy
ss?ble'.’" asked Mr Pinnock.
“Because that is what it seems
to me that the council
decided.”

e']:‘he question of whether there
were any viable alternatives to
the two sub-surface routes was
put to the meeling. Mr Derek
‘Abbott, formerly with the City
‘Architect’s Department, dlc?:
cussed the northern route, whi
at one time the society had been
very keen on. i

Abbott said Buchanan
dlsl:'(nrmdb this route because it
lJacked accessibility to the
central area of the city. It was
the second mOS . expensive
route. 9, a‘:.ft:} ;rm i
innock 54 e northe:

roﬁrel\)wu not worth the extra
cost because it was 80 far

' traffic to
le in next
ears?

parts of |
would more t! |
han

| down

Buchanan

u.u;‘h

outside the city centre that it
might encourage traffic to use
the existing ring road.
et
mber of the Counell’
lélgghwm Oommittte{a. Mr Ro;
aborne said the cost of the
b T e T
e ve because
planning m’imion had been
ven for the Forty Acres site.
it w&:elelio l;e u:r:ry muﬁh more
back the land. RRintL . o
Mr Seaborne replied to the
question of what would be the

councillor and

. tions having to cross the

effect of the Canterbury by-pass
and the Channel Tunnel on the
city!s traffic problems.

The by-pass rt would be
out next month, he said. There
were five suggested routes ||
link ;,he Bridge ?hd l{lurble- |

-passes—each at vary- ||
ing distances south of the city ]

The one most likely to be
recommended was the middle
route which went round the
outside of the schools and the
hospitals but was still close
enough to the city centre to act |
as a connection with the
Wincheap radial route.

This by- would probably
reduce traffic in Canterbury by
about half, sald Mr Seaborne
but there was still the Channel

e
Tunnel to consider. Although
this might reduce traffic as a
:hole, : eg wotngl;tm be ém&ll'e

eavy lorries geing roun e
city, even with a by-pass.

Mr Lee Evans said it was a
pity the council had not come to
some decision. {They commis-
sioned £50,000 worth of work in
the Buchanan 'and Colquhoun
reports. Therefore this council
has a moral obligation to take a
decision on these reports, not to
equivocate, which is what they
have done.

Mr Pinnock called on the
city’s Sheriff and chairman of
the Planning.-Committee, Clir
Mike Fuller, who was in the
audiencey to answer’Mr Lee
Evang’ accusations.

Clir Fuller said one of the
council’s biggest Tn blems had
been. the y producing
reports. i

He disagreed with the coun-
cil's policy in ' that' it was |
putting off 'a_ decision about
the ring road'in the most con- |
troversial sector of the town,
the Whitehall’and Westgate
areas. ! 5

Might change

Mr Pinnock asked for opinions
on whether the whole problem
might change‘in ‘character in the
near future. For example, there
might be such,k,.nhot&sg,e of oil
and petrol that'the number of
cars on the road would suddenly

drop sharply. :
" The most p ar -guggestion
was that public tr: . could
be used reater. effect. One
person askégr,\:h ther a free bus
service could be run ‘in the
Z sttgg.

central traffic-free area,
ping at various points so s
people could travel in from iﬁ
city outskirts to do the
shopping and return home
Mtggutﬁavlng to use the car for
such a short journey.

at such a ||
Clir Fyller repga%empracucal

e would N
?31"1 :Tlty the size of Canterbury.

«'People would either have to

st

have &
metropolises. If you o llion
pulation of tgver two e thix

been
in the large

abo!

ou can sta
Erre blic transport as a
S0 ut‘l,;rfret: p;c‘ur tra:tf: prob-

lems. 1

i

ey SRR i
Baptists =~

o
4 f

blame AZ
for sale
of church

The danger tc;mnh‘l‘ehﬁ
is among the reasons why
Canterbury have
decided to negotiate the sale
of thelr churech in St
nuwl{g:;:e in ghan{’vhmlsﬁhla

{ u*‘ e ) I'. ; e

If negotiations are success- [
ful, the church will be sold
to office developers, -faore
news. ls ed within the
next two or three weeks, |

The Baptist Minister,” th
Rev Robért W.-’F:!'Arche:.
told the Kentish Gazette
that about 100 people at-
tended a church meeting |/
and unanimously decided to
o i, s o

.the bullding" . ¢on-
structing a new one. il
. Mr_ Archer admitted that
they had been oﬁrgq‘ a /"'coan- k

|
|
|

siderable sum"” for the
present site, but said that the
reasons for the negotiations
were not economic but
pastoral. FRLNRIAL TS !
“We are not,trying to|
make a bomb ;_n.t‘"t.'tje.[ex?ense
%d‘omce, development,” he

“ What we dre trying

is to serve people wheére they
live in premises where people
can come ' and /go in‘safety.
The A2 is'a dangerous road
and people, ‘including little

children, risk' life."and' limb ||

&
|

crossing it.”' {

Mr Archef sald that ai- ||
though they had had offers ;
for ‘t}gbs{f;i?ﬁ,. 13 élt' they,|.
now thought the t' was |
right to proceédr. < |

They hadrgiven the go- |
ahead for! negotiations to see |
if a viable programme could |
be worked outland were .
looking“atitwo orithree pos-
sible gites in theWhitstable |
Road areda.’ s it o i

“No éqn‘é‘;a?c'f‘ghi:‘ve been
signed and ‘no final decision
has beeni taken,” ;added Mr
Archeryto-iyus ol B

.Cantéi-bﬁi-y,';jsa tists ' this
year celebrate their 150th an:
niversary and have been, at ||
the present chureh ' since
1823. Before that they had
bought the old King Street
Methodjst Chapel for £800'in

\A

- Reasons why

Listing the reasons why
the  present considerations
are being made, Mr Archer
n(dld that n;l,] o-r=e'.-aigd a_o r:'
elderly people could not ge
up. the church \steps, cars
could not stop to pick up

engers in St George's

lace, they were'likely to
lose some car parking space
now. used by congregations,
the building was co stin
mare and more to,repair an
renovate, and there was no
Free Chu z'mh',on‘_.:t‘l;e_‘qther
side’of the city. . L

The Whitstable Road area
also had many home d.
Mr Archer said they f
wanted a church
weren-hp\;nes, a




traffic probl

S —

Mr Peyton visits Canterbury next week

i $I% itk
’I:ANTE_RBURRY’S'Y trouble-
ame heavy lorry traffic is to
I investigated personally by
r John Peyton, Minister

or Transport Industries,

He is coming to the city on
‘hursday, November 15, for an
xhibition on proposed routes

or the Canterbury by-pass.

Mr Peyton will have secret
talks at Tower House with city
scouncillors and officers over the
controversial proposal to ban
heavy lorries from the A2 within
the city boundary. He will then
walk to the Beaney Institute to
hold a press  conference and

open the exhibition.

The City Council's plan to ban

the lorries from the

between the St Peter's round-

ki, 6. |1.0g

oads Minister
to probe city’s

”‘m

a2

about and the

Kent Police and international
haulagehco?‘lpaniesig.rshamong Wi
those who have saj ey are
against the idea. % ;ﬁl‘f‘?s theichairman, Clir

Yesterday (Monday) was the meeting before then.
closin{g date for objections and 1
by late morning 33 had been

orks Com

A2

By-pass

plans
o

FROM PAGE ONE
on the Nackington Road; =
This would rejoin the A2 at
the Canterbury end of Bridge
by-pan.B el
Route .Md'ﬂ)ll’ll.l’!g“ CY
Rnadwmubeumm'tolku:
planned development of
g:mrol:ury and leave a

e workable farmland
b;att;veenﬂienewr&du!dﬂw
Cl .

It is thought
would bllo\sh S (s routs

furthest line
Route € {nyolyes more
en| - This route leaves
the Upper Harbledown by-
pass near China Farm

ton and sl houses in New-
vouse Lane, Nackington Road
At st

would be raised between Mer-

ton Lane and Nackington.

After this the road would
follow the lie of the land and
then meet the line of Route B
to join Bridge by-pass.

The consultants say i
not be worthwhile ‘to
link road between Thanington
or Wincheap with Route 'C,
owing to the long detour
necessary.

The Department of the Envi-
ronment ‘say that the close
routes would give better value
for money in economic terms
because of their shorter length
and greater benefit to traffic.

The cheapest by a small
margin is Route A, 4.6 miles.
Route B 1s 4.7 miles, and C is
5.2 miles.

Disadyantages are its prox-
imity . to the hospital, a large
school, possible demolition of
homes, and the division of

rms.
mcons\nmnu say that the fur-
thest Route C, would not be of
benefit to local traffic, would
take up most farm land, would
ntrude more in the environ-
ment, but addl would
provide a wide green belt
around Canterbury,

The official consultative
document for the by-passes
maintains that predicted traf-

") Where work
| has started

I R TR i

i Work ; on ['the' £23 million

i Boughtoh-Dun by-pass has
started. Engineer -’{“_ﬁ:gzedmma

' week on the first: es of the

trunk ' roa 1d
finished In two' ydars,
provide two 24

ways, with centr:

roads
by-pass. e P
A pedestrian. subw
constructed at D
and a pedestri
Poplar View, Boughton.
will also be. two. fa
modation brid

planting schemes w;
out where appropriate.

g of more than a single will be moved.
reway by-pass, except . > !
66 Harbledown end of G | be constructed »Alsibq‘

at  Dunkirk

junctigns  of St "‘rec_:e_w_eq -by :the Town Clerk's

Lawrence Road with the New Dggag;mcnt.,,,.'l‘ e council had
and Old Dover, Roads — alsd had ‘four letters supporting
been heavily criticised. “1ts action® "1E STy

These will ‘be considered by
the next meeting of the Public
ttee on December

decides to call a special

2.year projecﬂn ‘bbﬂd_-a 31 -mile

loop around th'e"viua.g_e_;s_.a:,\"gl

' The by-pass will be biilit on

the south side of the'existing A2 [
g‘?“mg)&sh be

oot carriage-
-reservation,
. || and will have two over-bridges
and one under-bridge carrying
which  traverse  the

: will be
k Road
“footbridge at

n:accom-
es and, when
com?leted, landscaping and tree

be carried

During the contract — which
has been awarded to Mears
Construction Ltd, of London —
nearly 1% million tons of earth

The highest emb. nent to
hiﬁh
e

Alf

et b T LS

lere

e
L

ot L

carria v it deepest cutting will be of 50ft at
; r-m'myg to the top of Boughton Hill*
ild Route C, and near £5 The existing section of the A2
" million for the other two will remain open for local traffic
routes. £, €3 P after the by-pass, which is bein

Canterbury's M.P. Mr,
David Crouch told the Kentish
Observer he would favour the
building of Route C because of
its minimal interference with
houses, and he would press for
dual carriageways.

If Routes A and B are
chosen about 20 houses and a
shop could be demolished.
Economic benefits to Canter-

" bury however would be good.

Mr. Crouch has eaid that the
‘by-pass - could be- started in

1 ;g'{s ‘with a finishing date

- around 1978,

Coples of the Department of

Environment's consultative
‘document can be obtained
" from the councll offices, and

- offices inthe area.

" The exhibition of plans and
drawings with a model of the
three routes will be open on
Friday 16 November 10 a.m. to
8 p.m., on 17 November from
10 to & p.m. and on Tuesday,
from10to 4 p.m. ! |

B?e Environment, is open.
i ;

£ S
gl let

id for. by the Department o



hese, o ;
%'A‘z?{lciz)l::gg:. Bekesbourne, 1 High Stree;.‘E B;xdge,
Canterbury, Kent Canterbury, Ken

The n 2 1 Hon. Secretary/Treasurer:
roup Chairman: Brian A, Lewis,

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Please rep!y to:- Mill cottage’ Bekesbourna’ Kent.
27.10.1973

The Regional Controller,
"Edgeborough", Epsom Road, o
Guildford, e8e o
Surrey. !

Dear Mr. Oversby-Powell,

Thank you for your prompt letter in which you categorically
deny that the Canterbury By-Pass would possibly start at Knight Avenue, at
the northern end. I shall see that the person (who is of some prominence in
Canterbury) who made the assertion to one of A2 Group Committee hears of your
comment.

In due course I would be most grateful to hear your thoughts
on the effect of the Channel Tunnel project as far as A2 is concerned; which
was the second point in my letter to you,

In case you fear that you will never hear a compliment from
the A2 Group, let me congratulate your Department on the work now being
in the Barham area, where the road is being made up to dual carriageway with =
some of the bends being removed from the existing line. We have also noted
the preliminary stumping out of part of Bridge By-Pass with satisfaction.

Finally; you doubtless know that DRAG (Dover Radial Action
Group) had intended & demonstration today at Rochester Way, Eltham; on the
A2 north of the M2; because of the perilous situation in that section of the
road. The demonstration was called off after the Police had threatened the
DRAG Committee with prosecution for comspiracy. I sincerely trust that the
improvements now under way at the southern end of A2 will soon be available
to our northern colleagues. {

Yours sincerely,




Reporter: DENYSE WREN

TODAY the Kentish Observer publishes
exclusively the three possible routes for
Canterbury’s long awaited by-pass.

This is the news for which
people and Canterbury City
Council have been waiting.

All the routes are proposed
to start at the end of the
Harbledown by-pass, and to
join with the near end of the
Bridge by-pass. Currently it is
proposed tobuild single car-
riageways.

‘Two pass fairly close to the
city, and the third is placed
further out in farmland across
the Stour Valley.

Cost is estimated at over £3
million for routes A and B,
nearer Canterbury, and route
C, the longest, will cost more. =

And for the first time
Canterbury people are to be
invited to comment on the
proposals before official . en-
quiries are held.

The Minister of Transport
Industries, Mr. John Peyton is
to visit Canterbury next
Thursday to talk about the
city’s traffic problems.

He will open a four day
exhibition of 812 by-pass plans
at the Beaney Institute during
hisstay. Ts

ROUTES

By-pass lines A and B would
follow the same line from the
Upper Harbledown by.pass
near China Farm (see map) to
a point east of Thanington.
These would allow a junction
with any Wincheap radial
road.

The radial road is in the
county council’s pipe line to
improve traffic access from
the south of Canterbury. r

More definitely Route A be-..
yond Thanington Road would
follow a path to pass Simon
Langton Boys’ School and
Canterbury District Hospital

® PAGE25

Here they are. Take a good
look — the three possible
routes for a Canferbury by-
ass.
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POSSIBLE  routes ' for  the
long-awaited ;Cameurtburzr t:ly"-
pass, pressured out of the
Governmeit by  the City
Council’s ‘ threatened ban on
lorries using the ‘A2, were
published on:Wednesday and
immediately roused a storm
of controversy.

3. \

All three routes proposed
by the Government would
sweep south of the city, link-
ing the Upper Harbledown
and Bridge by-passes and
would cost roughly the same,
about £3,300,000. A

But the Department of ‘the
Environment has stressed
that present traffic flows
would not justify more than
a single-carriageway road.

This suggestion . has
stunned many of the people
who have fought for a speed-
up in the by-pass and. oven
the years have taken «for
granted that it would be, a
dual-carriageway road. /. 4

Another major disappoint-
ment is that nowhere in"the
Department of the Environ-
ment’s consultative decument
containing the proposals  is
there the 'slightest -hint ‘of
when the by-pass work might
start. ¥ty

AT

“The lack of a defiite start-
ing date and suggestion of a
single - carriageway a ke
these proposals painfully in-
adequate,” said Mr John Pur-
chese, chairman of the A2
Group. o

This view was strongly sup-.
ported by Clir Mﬂi ¢ Euller,
chairman of the C?}: Coun-
cil’'s Planning and!! 1

Y &5

P ~
Court™
by

ment Committee. iyefmnl

“I am very ' congérnéd
about this suggest‘_iblf, g4
the by-pass should be ' a .
single-carriageway,” ‘he d.

“I think it is very impor ?!.
{’or thg fl]xture that,_;‘t,‘,ishoq% L

e a dual-carriageway. W
am sure that is | is. ‘;g#{e-' $
thing that the
will be pressing for’=.

LONG PERIOD

of lefin
starting date and added,
am concerned about the |
it’s likely to taker before the
Department of the Ehviron-
ment reaches a decision.
h“Ilt.hink ‘ivoil afl}.welc&ge
the long per or' ulta-
tion with the pub)é?%i{{ e A
don’t think the .depa‘r nt,
can go much beyond, 1
b deg

their hand.” {

Clir Fuller wlll“bq,’&pe of
the City Council) representa-
tives at Thurday’s meeting™
at Canterbury with  the
Minister for Transport In-
dustries, Mr John Peyton.
Also present will “be Cilr
Alf Walker, chairman of the
Public Works Committee,
whose strong-line tactics on
the A2 lorry ban sparked off
Mr Peyton’s visit to the ecity.

“I think the most important
question to ask is when is
work going to start. It's just
not on for them not to give
a date,” Clir Walker said on
Wednesday. NS

“They've been ,smlnf on
their backsides over this re-
ﬁrt for so long—it’s been in

e Minister's hands since
June, 1972—that I think they
ml'g have given a starting

ON DETAILS

Cllr Walker, who did not
want to comment on details
until he had studied the re-
Fort more closely, forecast
“probably a lot of trouble”
over the suggestion that a
route could be caryed through

Mr y Seaborne, of the
Canterbury Socxg‘tly, the cltf‘s
most  Influenti amenity

up, found it impossible to
lieve that a Government de-

way would not
erybody,

consultants have repor-
ted on the city’s traffic in the
past, has always accepted the
n for a dual-carriageway.”

nation of the single-
g‘m y move also came
Da 's MP, Mr
T wvid Crouch o described
S 2frmbisd s prom:

; : n

a dualcarriageway. . O

o A

" ROUTE COMPARISON
ROUTE A ROUTE B
DATA Subject to detailed design - ) :
Total length - 4.5 miles A7 piles
Cost (including land and property) 1972 prices. R AL 0
- Single carriageway L £3,200,000 nggggo
Dual carriageway £4,950,000 % 30,000
Junction with Wincheap Radial and A28 £ 250,000 e od
Economic benefits 4 Good i" i
0
Property demolished 21 houses l? shop
; 1 shop 38
Agricultural land taken Grade 1 (very good land) ST 4
(Acres) . Grade 2 (good land) 30 L
Grade 3 (average land) = i LT
Grade 4 (poor land) _5_ 8,7
Total 82
oney
] _ Good value o n
. Good value for money a for
ADVANTAGES 4 g:orw B e b. Short rout® B2, pic
by-passable traffic sed by local
¢. Could be used by local 11
traffic as well as
through traffic
d. Least dintmsive in
j landscape -
¢. Marginally cheapest route
DISADVANT  Involves some housing 10ss
d A & Posible serious severance
s ¢ 'R effect on farms ol
k f i c. Passes close to hospit:
C R and school site sia
to w €
v d. Passes clost ' 3 green

ROUTEC
—_— 3
5.2 miles

S gaasl —
i EsJéO
: 8

Fair
8

!
= :
B o
F
-

10§

" Avoids demoi™” °rv

3
property. . beit

. Leaves wide " " .
to City
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\ " the
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SEME i
Clir Alf Walker — COlir Mike Fuller —

“When will “Concerned about
work start?”

Mr Roy Seaborne —
“Need for dual-road
always accepted.”

O G " 1PN . A 5 Nt ‘rf" ] /-
ANTERBURY SOUTHERN BY -
Vi Alternative Houtes- ) 2| /
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Mr John Purchese —
“Proposals painfully

inadequate.”

‘s'lﬂlll plan of the three routes, specially p.-epm-c;j by
th artment of the Environ-
|, the Kentish Gazette from a Dep:

| g ) t map, farm and place names have been enlarged "
: e the left is the
4] idea of the route. On
12 :o Kigg e ::.Iel:r‘:; t of the three alternatives,
s

:howlng; how routes A and B are clearly favoured.
les . r"—_——_”__
B What they
» r .-. e :'." 4 1
| = 2 3 .du L
L \ -~

e 1970
7 . o
o ‘O ised estimat h
) ur revise

that by 195, the fiow  bf

e fl f
through traffic on ll?l‘g :2

in Canterbury would be =
ficient in itself to warrse:lnfi

tion of = & two-lane dual carriage.
¥ way road . .. as g by-pgss
«een belt g the  tiyr” Golin

Buchanan and Partners’
final report on the Cantet;-xi

X bury Traffic St
1 ok 19%' udy, Octo-
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i\ slammed as a whitewash

city
centre

cred her baby from showers of
"2’ Continental juggernaut overturned and
e b} s o AGARE A 1]
038 subway at Canterbury’s St George’s Gate
n-Wednesday, It was a copybook accident
anterbury has come to fear and underlined
for -banning monster lorries from the ‘A2,
from the ‘London” direction:
't going very fast,

shifted 'as it 't
wards St Geor,

bound © ‘juggernaut . slewed:
across the road

0~
ge's Place,” he

The lorry driver, Mr Walter
; \ofry Graz,eAu'stI;g a‘l':;; “helpful talks with the council

€ Kent and Can-

‘feet of  railings
ped out of their con-

© | a8
toppled on to'its side, sp
part of its load of wallpaper
and mechanical components

Yesterday. (Thursd.
was being examined

into the pedeStrian subway.
The lorry cab disintegrated
and windscregn
thrown over aj.
' the subway, as

| and her bab

vehicle examiner.” "

shortly after 230
within minutes traffic

ced to.a stand-

aged to all
One eye witn ge allow tr

proaches t.o th

‘crash as he wal

her baby, comin,

& crawling queue of v,

a ‘as - o
blocked while the

4 A Ll re gl g {

. CANTERBURY’S  visit

" from Transport Industries
" Minister Mr John Peyton
' yesterday  (Thursday)  was |

campaign to placate the City
Council over its plan to ban
heavy lorries from the A2

- __The attack came from Liberal
Clir Tony Fisher, a member of
the six-man delegation from the
council which met Mr Peyton to
discuss the heavy traffic prob-

3

lem. :

_The Minister, who came to

Canterbury to open a four-day
: exhébmfan Conﬁtge pb-r;posed
. routes for:Canterbury by-pass,

travelled by rail, After ‘a.rr?\?in
for his three-hour stay. he wen
to Tower House for the private
meeting‘,mfzesided over by the
.Mayor, Clir Mrs Hettie Barber.

Afterwards ‘Mr Peyton said
the talks were ‘‘Helpful and
constructive .and I think we
understand one gnothers’s

But 'Cllr Fisher said’ council
members‘at the:meeting were
likely''to *press the -rest of the
couneil to take its next ste,% in
introdueing’ an torder: to ban
heavylorries from the A2 within
the c’ty boundary. - PR

s Wes A g '3

Heradded; ‘I personally feel
that, although:in some respects
the ' Minister appreciates the
problem; in ‘general the whole
vigiti‘today was. originally
planned‘as a whitewash ‘cam-
paign. o .

‘‘He came heré to placate us

d € our idéas on the
lorry ban. But I think I can say
that the feeling’ of the majority
of the council’is that 'the lor
ban  will ﬁ? on' and we ‘will
proceed with the application. We
can only hope that the Minister’s
remarks about a 1976 start for
the by-pass are sincere.’’

A veiled - warning of what
might happen if the council did
5? ahead with the order banning

e lorries came from Mr
Peyton during a, brief Press
conference at the Beaney
Institute before he opened th
exhibition, ;

‘'The Government has some
residual powers,” he said, “‘and
if it became clear that there was
a real eonflict of interests and it

“‘would . be  undesirable, in the }.
view of ‘the Government, to |
proceed, then the right thing
would, be to have 'a  public
lnquh%,and -the' Secretary of
State to direct on it,”" =

But he added that he did not
‘want to anticipate any decision
by the council. “‘I have had ve

this morning. It is not for me to
make the decisions of the
council but the&f are very
conscious of the difficulties that
face them.”

He did say that no useful
u; would be ed by |
g heavy traffic off one road
and putting’it on another.

A

.. <entish Gazette photo-
graph of Wednesday's TIR
crash




Les U.R.C.P. a I'écoute

AR MR RS AW NN L R W —-—

OTTober 1473
L Prfﬁw[.mﬂ.,
Pouties, .

de la securite... a I'échelon Europeen

| Avant la période de vacances, le Conseil
tional des U.R.C.P. est intervenu prés de M. le
Lﬁstre des Transports du gouvernement bri-
nnique pour lui faire part de l'insécurité que
Frésentent pour les chauffeurs de poids lourds
jrtaines portions de la route A 2 de Douvres a
yndres.

| Cette intervention a été faite en accord avec
Ltre camarade Franck Bevan que tous les

Chers Camarades,

| Nous remercions trés sincerement votre
|grande organisation pour laide qu’elle nous
|apporte dans notre action prés du Ministre
|des Transports de Grande-Bretagne, en vue
|dobtenir une amélioration sensible de la
| circulation des poids lourds sur la route A 2
| Douvres-Londres.

| Ces interventions sont un exemple des
\moyens que nous pouvons obtenir et utili-
ser et de la solidarité qui nous unit entre
|syndicats de la Communauté européenne.

| * Il me parait nécessaire dattirer latten-
|tion de tous nos camarades qui voyagent en
‘IAngleterre sur les dangers que représente la
conduite de camions semi-remorques sur cette

iportion de route Douvres-Londres.

Nous avons été informés d’accidents trés
sérieux dans lesquels sont impliqués des
chauffeurs de poids lourds et il nous est
donc apparu utile de vous faire connaitre
(ci-dessous) les dangers qui vous attendent
sur cette chaussée mal préparée @ Pexpansion
européenne.

Bien amicalement & vous tous.

Le Conseiller, Franck BEVAN
Canterbury
ANGLETERRE

| — La partie la plus dangereuse se situe
ins les premiers 36 kilomeétres partant de Dou-
£s, au commencement de |'autoroute M 2.

' La route est étroite, sinueuse et trés dange-

se. A certains endroits, dans des villages
imme par exemple Bridge, la chaussée ne
talise que 6 métres de large.

Les habitants des villages traversés par
itte route se sont d’ailleurs constitues, depuis
€s de 10 années, en association d'urgence,
ur que des améliorations soient apportées a
itte situation,

Des tracts ont été diffusés par cet organisme
jnalant les points dangereux.

— On attire I'attention des conducteurs sur
passage de la ville de Temple Ewel ou les
oisements sont dangereux ainsi que sur la
ute en forme d'épingle @ cheveux qui passe
-dessous de la ligne de chemin de fer de Tem-
3 Ewel,

C'est un endroit trés accidenté avec peu de

chauffeurs qui fréquentent nos congrés connais-
sent bien.

'N.ou‘s avons recu des réponses des person-
nalités britanniques lesquelles nous ont assuré
que cette situation serait réglée avant 1976,

Nou's reproduisons ci-dessous la lettre de
remerciements que nous avons recu de notre
cher ami Franck Bevan qui est actuellement
conseiller de sa région.

visibilité ol les camions remorques sont sus-
ceptibles d'empiéter sur la ligne médiane.

— Attention également au croisement de
Barham ou la circulation transversale peut aug-
menter subitement.

— Dans le village de Bridge, la route forme
un S, les trottoirs sont trés étroits, il y a trés
peu de place pour dépasser.

— A Canterbury, le périphérique peut vous
induire en erreur aussi, il est recommandé de
regarder trés soigneusement les panneaux rou-
tiers, sinon, vous risquez de manquer I'embran-
chement de I'A 2.

— En approchant de Harbledown, la route
rétrécit en haut de la cote et redescend par une
pente raide qui se termine en S. C'est I’endroit
le plus dangereux aprés Bridge.

— Vous trouverez un autre village, Boughton
avant d'accéder a l'autoroute M2 & Brenley
Corner, laquelle vous conduira jusqu'a la ban-
lieue de Londres.

Il reste cependant encore un endroit dange-
reux appelé Rochester Way ou la route se
rétrécit sensiblement.

Ne pensez surtout pas que toutes les routes
britanniques sont mauvaises. Nous commengons
tout juste ‘a construire nos routes longtemps
aprés d'autres pays européens. Un grand nom-
bre de routes accédant a nos ports ne sont amé-
liorées que parce que notre pays devient mem-
bre de la C.E.E.

C'est parce que nous sommes inquiets pour
votre sécurité que nous nous sommes permis
de vous donner ces conseils. Nous continuons a
compter fermement sur votre appui pour nous
aider par vos interventions au plan communau-
taire ou autres afin que les chauffeurs profes-
sionnels puissent circuler sur les routes britan-
niques avec un maximum de sécurité.

Merci et Bonne route.

Nous ne manquerons pas, pour la sécurité
de nos camarades de continuer a apporter notre
soutien a nos amis britanniques.

Nous profitons pour remercier notre ami
Franck Bevan de nous avoir permis d'épauler
son action et celle de ses concitoyens.

e Ll



Department of the Environment

Regional Controller Roads and Transportation
South Eastern

74 Epsom Road Guildford Surrey

Telex 853356 Telephone 0483 (Guildford) 71101 ext
T ey
J Purchese Esq Your reference
The A 2 Group
Mill Cottage Our reference
Bekesbourne DSE 200/09/1/TR 34/01
ERBUR at
Emf 3 3 November 1973
en
Dear Sir

1. Thank you for your further letter of 27 October.

2. On the question of the Channel Tunnel and its effect on traffic on the A 2, I do
not think I can offer you any better comment than that given in the recent HMSO ko
publication on the Channel Tunnel (Cmnd 5430) a copy of which can be obtained from
Her Majesty's Stationery Office (price 68p). From this it will be seen that the
estimated freight diversion from the Dover/Folkestone area to a tunnel (1970 fizures)
is of the order of 83% and 60% in 1980, whilst the reduction of passengers with ;
vehicles using the shipping services on the French straits routes in the same year is
expected to be of the order of 82%. Most of these vehicles would arrive at the tunmel
by the M 20 and therefore the reduction of traffic on A 2 would be considerable.

3. No doubt you will have seen from the recent Canterbury By-pass exhibition that eve
in the 1990's, the amount of traffic which is forecast would use a Canterbury By-pass,
and this includes cross channel and more local traffic, could, on a consideration of
capacity, be accommodated on a single carriageway if the Tunnel is in operation thenm.

4. The possible improvement of the northern end of the A 2 in the Eltham area is the
responsibility of the Greater London Council, as highway authority, and is not therel_'o
a matter on which I can comment. If you require any further information on this :

subject, you might wish to contact the Council direct.

Yours sincerely
e
¢ g

G H OVERSBY-POWELL ——— -
Regional Controller R




BRIDGE-BLEAN RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

CLERK OF THE COUNCIL: |.F. SOILLEUX, D.M.A., M.LL.G.A.
TREASURER: B.G.S MHASTE, AA.C.C.A, A.R.V.A, A.C.LS.

ENGINEER & SURVEYOR: P J.THACKRAY, C.ENG., M.L.LMUN. E.. AM.LH.E.
SENIOR FUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR:! J.W.A.BREWSTER, F.AP.H.I. _

" Your Rer.

wrer H5/55/1

7 November 1973

Dear Mr Lewis

HIGHWAYS - BRIDGE

B % RS b S kAT T A A A S SN R

COUNCIL OFFICES,
OLD DOVER ROAD,

(ENTRANCE FROM COSSINGTON ROAD)

CANTERBURY, KENT
CT1 3DH

TELEPHONE: CANTERBURY 864ll (4 LINES)

Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter
dated 3 November addressed to the County Surveyor.
Could you let me have a copy of his reply in due

course

Yours sincerely

Glorkc of the Council

B A Lewis Esq
Secretary/Treasurer

A2 Group

{1 High Street

Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JY




KENT COUNTY COUNCIL Roads Department

A. D. W. SMITH, KENT HOUSE, |
B.Se.(Eng.) C.Eng., F.1.C.E., F.I.Mun.E., M.Inst.H.E. LOWER STONE STREET'
MAIDSTONE, .
COUNTY SURVEYOR KENT, ME15 6LA.
YOUR REF. This matter is being dealt with Maidstone 65400 Ext. 238 !
by Mr. Smith (STD 0622)

MY REF. 12JLB. S4/bB/2

Traffic Conditions, Bridge
Thank you for your letter of 3rd November, 1973.

i

A L

maintained Trunk and Class I roads in the County. A length of road eof.. =

0.1 miles accumulating 20 points or more is entered on the County black

spot list. The points are found by allocating 4 for fatal, 3 for serious
i and 2 for slight injury accidents averaged over 3 years. Some locations
appear persistently and obviously these are given priority when “
considering remedial measures. Others may appear infrequently or perhaps f;‘“
‘ only once. This is the first time the junction of High Street and ;
Patrixbourne Road has entered the list, and it has 21 points. The two
unfortunate fatal accidents near the junction in May and December 1972

[
! Every year a review is carried out of accident records on directly = =

-
LS

? PR

u;‘.'

accounted for 8 points. The list is prepared for investigation purposes Toig
and it does not follow that each location qualifies for 'Black Spot' signs.
These are only used in exceptional cases with the authorisation of the hot ]
Department of the Environment. et

Locations falling within the black spot category are passed on to the
County Road Safety Officer. I understand that the information is given to
Road Safety Committees, so they are more than likely discussed at meetings
of these organisations at which the press are present. I presume that
this is what happened when the Kentish Gazette mentioned the junction of
Patrixbourne Road and A2.

>

The 30/%0 m.p.h. speed limit signs should be illuminated and an ordér .
was placed on Seeboard as long ago as January this year. Because of ‘
! staffing and other problems they have been unable to undertake the ‘work in
spite of constant reminders. I now have their assurance, however, that
the connections will be completed before the end of next week.

I am glad that the yellow bar markings on Bridge Hill meet with your
Group's approval and as far as Town Hill is concerned, I have been in
touch with Mr. Finbow. I understand that the provision of bar markings on T
that side of the village is still under consideration and that the Regional.
Controller will be referring the proposal to Department of the Environment '
headquarters for decision at that level. '

E.A. Lewis, Esqe., Yours sincerely,
Sec/h'emrer’ (8 )ﬂ'f"d C(‘ouv'a ES‘?. h.P Q
Eenﬁh(};::g;t, l-S. Séilleox - clech ’@@- b
BRIGE, ¥ Budye - Bliocr oc.
Canterbury, Kent. County Surveyor

T4 5JY. %

Please reply impersonally to The County Surveyor quoting my Ref:

VG
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The A2 Group

Chairman:

John Purchese,

Mill Cottage, Bekesbourne,
Canterbury, Kent

T TN R e AR D 1“‘“‘”“}“1’[“;'”““{,

Hon, Secrel::{;g{Treaswer:
Brian A, Lewis,

1 High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

CT4 5JY.

at County Council,
House, ‘
" Stone Street,

Traffic Conditions, Bridge.

D y-paa‘s .

ks are expedited.

Thanking you for your co-operation,

Yours sincerely,

6{5@9. ﬁw

8., David Crouch Esq.,M.P.
‘ .3; I,F. Soilleux Esq, Clerk of Bridge-Blean R.D.G.

S 1

h

32

; Brian A. lewis:
s Sec/Treasurer, A2 Group.

Please reply to:- 1, High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent,

14th November 1973.-

‘Thank you for your letter dated 9th November, 1973.

I appreciate your detailed analysis concerning accident
Spots', but you will note from the text of my letter dated

ember, that I am not requesting the provision of su.e'l\;g_{:_s,igng.
reiterate that I am grateful for the interim safety measures

in the village, although nothing can replace the early completion

I am pleased that at long last Seeboard are 1':0 carry out
umination of the 30/40 m.p.h. speed limits, and find 4t
hensable that 10 months should have been allowed to dapse before

With reference to the yellow bar markings on Town Hill,
be grateful if you could secure a decision from the Department !
nvironment headquarters as soon as possible. Perhaps you would

nough to inform me of their decision in due course? '




Department of the Environment
Regional Controller Roads and Transportation

South Eastern

74 Epsom Road Guildford Surrey

Telox 85336 Telophone 0483 (Guildford) 71101 ext 280

o % : Your reference
a5 r
B A lewis Esq
The A+2 Group Our reference L%
1 High Street DSE/200/09/1/TR 34/01
Bridge Date
\ / Wovember 1973
Dear M lewis
. BRIDGE BY-PASS

1. Thark you for your further letter of 10 October.
.

2, Whilst I appreciate your concern that work on the By-pass should begin as soon
as possible, I am afraid the soonest that a start can be achieved is as wr Speed
told the House of Commons in June. I am sure you will appreciate that not only have
the legal requirements to be met in establishing a new road, but that structures
have to be designed, and there are a number of these on the Bridge By—-pass, and
documents prepared so that a contract may be let for the works. I am equally sure

- you would agree that to build structures on which people will have access without

~ sufficient time for proper design consideration would not be acceptable.

3. With regard to the yellow bar markings on Bridge Hill, the results of speed
measurement checks and observations made of their effect on traffic are at Present
being evaluated and I anticipate that a decision whether or not these should be
provided on Town Hill will be taken shortly. T will of course write and let you
know what the decision is in due course.

Yours sincerely

s

K M J FINBOW
for Regional Controller

This paper is suitable for Dyeline photocopying



: i Hon. Secretary/Treasurer:
The A2 Group Chaimar; o v/ recclll
Mill Cottage, Bekesbourne, 1 High Street, Bm.’.ge,‘";r'w o,
" Canterbury, Kent Canterbury, Kent TG fie
211 O A

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2 T

1
— ey~

Please reply to:- 1, High Street, Bridge, | :
Canterbury, Kent. CT4 5JY, . {

efs H 1l 14th November 1973.

I.F. Soilleux Esq.,
Clerk of the Council,
Bridge-Blean R.D.C.,
Council Offices,

41, 0ld Dover Road,
Canterbury, Kent.

Dear Mr. Soilleux,

Re: Highways, Bridge.

Thank you for your letter dated 7th November, 1973,

As requested, I enclose a copy of the County Surveyor's
reply to my letter dated 3rd November, together with a further letter
which I have sent today.

We appear to have been successful in the illumination
to the 30/40 m.p.h, limits, and do not relish a similar delay before
obtaining a decision on bar markings for Town Hill.

In this vein, perhaps you would be good enough to
assist us by taking this matter further in your capacity of Glerk
of the Couneil? &

If you do decide to take such action, I would be !
grateful to receive copies of any correspondence which you may enter
into. : &

Please let me know if I can be of assistances =

i S

Yours sincerely, '
&S

4 p b il ~ :‘.‘i:t.‘.

4 g % e A

lan Q AT PR
A ‘V?‘
-_-____———-—_" n ;:._'Ew"

A
F ': .i/‘.pl ,
% “bﬁw.""

Briah A. Lewis:
Sec/Treasurer, A2 Group.
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Department of the Environment

Regional Controller (Roads & Transportation)
South East Region

74 Epsom Road Guildford Surrey GU1 2BL
Telex 85335
Telephone 0483 (Guildford) 71101 ext 280

. J Purchese Esq
Mill Cottage Your reference
Bcjdcm.;ggn{f;;e Our reference
Kent DSE 200/01/2/TR 34/09

Date
4" December 1973

Dear Mr Purchese

1« I refer to our telephone conversation on 28 November
- when you advised me of the meeting which you are proposing
to hold in Canterbury on Thursday,

2+ I have considered your invitation for a representative
of this Department to attend this meeting but regret that I
mst decline, As you know, we have only recently completed
a Public Exhibition on the by-pass in Canterbury at which
representatives of the Department were available to answer
questions about the proposals In view of this, I do not
think any real benefit could be gained from a representative
- attending a further public meeting so soon after the
exhibition.

Yours sincerely




DemementoftheEnvhonment

Regional Controller Road's and T, ransportation
South Eastern

74 Epsom Road Guildford Surrey
Telex 856335
Telephone 0483 (Guildford) 71101 ext 274

e —— N VO R )

Brian A Lewis Esq Your reference
Secretary/Treasurer

A2 Group Our reference

1 High Street DSE 200/ 09/TR 34/020
Bridge Date

CANTERBURY Zo November 1973

S Rent T R S

Dear Sir

I refer to your letter dated 14 November, enclosing a
copy of an advertisement which appeared in the Intermational
Freighting Weekly, the receipt of which is noted with
interest.,

Yours faithfully

K M J FINBOW
for Regional Controller




Wheeled freight that crosses the Chan-
nel comes in lots of different weights,

For timg» full story of our routes, facilities
and services, let us send you a copy of our

shapes and sizqs . . . Yet every single ‘Great for Freight’ booklet. It’ll help you
vehlcle and_ unit load must be handled solve your transport puzzle—and with
swiftly, efficiently and safely. never a cross word !

A real puzzle, sometimes.
But one it’s our business to solve! One
of the world’s most experienced freight
and ferry operators—adding at least one
new ship to our fleet every year—we help
to back your overseas sales effort by
offering routes and services specially
planned to fit your freighting schedules.
We’ve never fewer than 15 sailings a
day (except on Christmas Day), and often
over 40. And our exit ports of Southamp-
n and Dover are most convenient,
| fwherever your loads are coming from: O
i gover links the M2 with Zeebrugge and. 7 /
'\ Calais: and from Southampton’s end of %
" “the M3 you can head for Cherbourg, and
the Normandy Motorway, or pick up the
E1 Motorway from Le Havre.

Dover to Zeebrugge Dover to Calais
Southampton to Le Havre
Southampton to Cherbourg

= [IWNSEND
HORESEN

Great for Freight

At Dover: Port Office, Eastern Docks,

Telephone 0304-205676 Telex 96316 (Town Dock)
At Southampton: Car Ferry House, Canute Road,
Telephone 0703 34488 Telex 47619 (Car Ferry)

FREIGHT MANAGEMENT, November 1973
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BRIDGE, Mu%uua — wm.
fore the :Emmﬂ.nmzﬁ: this
was a lovely English .&_me.

Nestled alongside the Lit-

uua_anm directly into'a visi- predicting NS,QS this year. trucks..
tor's.ear to make himself
heard over the thunder of a.
motorized mastodon rum- ports is being f
bling - past. tarrying Danish
gﬂ to London stores.

LRINT ok N AR S e T T

el o~

gas mﬁnon w:mu%nr E&. with' 'so
Yet this seemingly-end-

elled the

along -~ narrow Ke

Stour - River, - the .red .8
Pl b ome. Tt could just as easily of wzamml.wméu.n been . size

brick cottages and flintstone "
parish church possessed the
character:of a tourist roﬂ.n

poster.
They still do, mwdwun guﬁ

“For Sale’ signs are sprout- *

have been from France, Bel-
B:E. mme or ﬁmnn_muu

ing on cottages along' the
main sireet and  the
church’s stained-glass win-
dows are cracking. X

There’s nothing lovely
ghout a village when 45
tractor-irailers roar daily
down its - marrow —main

"street, from-4 a.m. lo after

midnight.

This -~ juggernaut  on-
slaught and that's what the
villagers actually call it—is
part of the price some ordi-
nary mnm:muu_nu.&.m paying
so their country can join
New Europe.

Towns quiver

While Prime ~Minister
Heath extols new airports,
the Channel Tunnel and the
Concorde SST, small towns.

London with' the ports of
Dover and Folkestorie are

quivering 1o Eau founda-

S

tions.
“It’s ?Ewus.- that are
nmﬁ_uwwun.mgs. says .

on the highways Smnm&u«m:\.,.mhn ;

;s nmm@s‘

: Belfian ' .Ewmmwum:
- Dover. ;

The British and

less stream of tractor-trans- aligned against the
E:.cuwmn mncuosﬁ

which—like the main u:.aae the BBE_E

A ‘juggernaut’

Sn—n.mﬁca .m-:.emm .:-Erwoa. along urﬂ narrow main mL

= —— =L

But some country gentry wznmm
have only  themselves to
.. blame. for the current pre-
g dicament.. They form the.
o{ia. ‘backbone of Britain's anti-
.roads  lobby, - -which = “has
blocked _hundreds. of - plan-
. ning schemes to bypass such
. narrowstreeted villages with
ncmnw new highways.. . "
. /', Now they are‘hoisted on
their. own ‘pétard. Continu-
: Em.s oppose: u&%,gﬁmam
"B oren %E.B“,ﬁ ey admire w
would: invite roa&. ‘uumvu.m. nd aTices ..dmmaw 5
. juggernaut wheels. i
Yet.a rear-guard defense
rs,. has been’’ Boﬁg against
“% this second -Norman Eﬁ.

striking: n_rsn .
rejected a union'T
joint cmwwﬁummn,.

" The ‘anno : ,
lowed a rally”at city ‘hall have to
Tuesday morning 3 nco& foreigners’
400 5 Wi nou.ﬂ Ssa to. u .




NOVEMBER 22, 1973

“KEEP your noses clean, don't
make too many comments on
your questionnaires, forget this
nonsense about banning  heavy
lornies from Canterbury and a
start will be made on your
bypass in 1976 rather than four,
five or six years hence.”

_This is the interpretation
widely put on the message that
John Peyton, minister for trans-
port industries, gave the people
of Canterbury when he opened a
public exhibition of alternative
<ity bypass routes last week.

or though the minister'’s visit
was ostensibly to highlight DoE’s
first efforts in giving public parti-
cipation facilities at the planning
stage of a new road, he ﬁad also
come to apply a little weight
against the acity’s troublesome
highway authority.

And stick-and-carrot tactics

may have been thought neces-.

sary at government level to
quietly . scotch  the authority’s
,Flan_s to adopt a hard line policy
orbidding }ﬁssage through Can-
terbury to TIR juggernaughts.
ganteylzuryl is increasingly pla-

Juggernaughtmania is not' a
new phenomenom and awareness
of the problem and consequent
protest is growing in proportion
to the numbers of lorries. More
than one other cilr council is
waiting for the result of Canter-
bury's test case and the DoE is
anxious that a precedent is not

set.

So the issue is being kept
very low key and arguments
about where lgc traffic would go
if not through Canterbury and
the dangers to other areas are
mentioned now by the Depart-
ment only as reinforcement to
the hint fhat understanding and
co-operation all round will bring
a bypass sooner rather than
later.

John Peyton made this clear
when talking of the part which
Canterbury’s citizens have been
called to take in choosing one of
the three possible routes for a
bypass- given in a consultative
document now being circulated
in the city.

_This document — based on a
much more comprehensive report
from consulting engineer Brian
Colauhoun and Partners. — not

_

| Open minded, or just plain stalling?

That is the question being asked of the D
city of Canterbury, scene of the Department's first e
bring road planning nearer the people. Ty Byrd reports. .. :

CONSTRUCTION NEWS

sideration” of the géneral public®
somments will take or _\uh%n an
future — announcement = W
made. :
John Purchese, chairman of
the pressure A2 group, summed
up local feeling when he said:
“The lack of a definite starting
date and  suggestion of a single
carriagcwa{ make .these propo-
sals painfully inadequate.”
As for direct public participa-
tion. one dispirited council offi-
cial gloomily said of the ques-
tionnaire “it gives the people of
Canterbury the choicé of bei

n; ; 4
shot through the head, or hangeé *Eﬁ”’#-v'f Sic "
{Ie three alternatives for the Canterbury b
Pt il LA 4

by the neck.”

“ ‘,“b‘e-ﬂ

fforts to

yellow
Tha Departmestrefita i
the En

vironment . is ') €
placing another set of yellow

bars across the, A2 at
Bridge_in'-,an‘m'empelp‘. !

 directiom. 1, .
Earlier in the year,
bars were laid across
road at Bridge Hill, r
a series of multiple crashes
involving TIR juggernauts.
The effect of the markings,
which give a driver the im-
pression his speed is in-
creasing and therefore en-
courage him to brake before
entering the village, has been
carefully: watched by the De-
parf.mem!"l“]%t e Environ-

1
"Mr Brian
ment said it was

Town Hill, on
' the village.
: “Since the

Bridge Hill
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THERE 18 hope that
the rape. of New-
ington, ‘the little
villa.fe:' threatened
by . h.pi_"":c

v -t
[
S

hould be

months to whether

| or not to go ahead.

That was the theme of

| an address given to a

conference in London on

Tuesday by Mr. Alan

approved, will have the
effect of making part of
the village a conservation
area.

The committee's deter-
mination to try and
minimige the effect of the
cross-Channel rail link on
the village and the
neighbouring hamlet of
Peene is contrary t
expert opinion, i

Chief Planning Officer

Cornish, Transport Con-
sultant to the .Channel
Tunnel Opposition Associ-
ation. i

The two-day conference
organised by the Finan-
clal Times on ‘‘transport
links between Britain and
the Continent’’ centred on
the Tunnel plans. i

Mr. Cornish drew a
spirited ‘objection from
Kent County Council Vice
Chairman, Alderman Wil-

may be avoided

Richard Clarke has
advised the committee
that it might be better to
delay a decision about
conservation. i

But after careful
consideration members
decided not to accept the
advice and to go ahead
with a deslgnation order,

~The committee's deci-
sion has the warm

liam Simmons, when
accused the KCC of being |
muzzled by the Govern-
ment in its consideration
of the Tunnel. AL
Mr. Cornish said the
Government had not
given opportunities for
discussion on any impor-
tant aspects of the
building of the Tunnel. .
He claimed that there
was no need for another
means of crossing the

y '?‘iJ'-BNL I ¢ inguiry will | roads has been clearly its present form. try. These are a matter of
A almost_certainly. be held revealed” he added. ‘Nevertheless, the vil- concern,” hesaid.
into the £33 million Sand- - Congestion at Dover 1,.¢would remain physi. It was necessary to take
wichiE -pass scheme, Kent . and Folkestone has been a7y intact under present a hard look at the road
County ' Counc . this a warning of what wo“-ltd proposals, and could still and communication net-
week, - o happen if we conglnue 0 be regarded as an areaof work, particularly
At ,‘eﬁnﬂa of l\:eashe[;‘grrétmmc TOUE! spech:l’ and historic a{ound Dover and Folke-
dwich -~ Coun ough Lt interest. "' = Ao :
ssl?:r:re;ok]{nlr. 3 . lands | %
said k.‘eo!npnlspl:y.- s on
land owners bout fo be s .
miade by; the K.C.C=but it is:,
B Bride likes vellow bars .5,
1 3 + fi { 5
o Rl o Bridge likes yellow bars o, -
| firmed thls"wlth-'ihag)ﬁw‘?r ‘ ; : 3 : Il o it RS Fier St
g said @ ‘realistic . FUC ISy Whae 5. VL LY ¢ i : (b :
ExpriiSies ;%'5m:. the The Department of the En- | partment of the Envirani iy the - Coron on b
by-pass bad now been marked vironment _is _consldering | M5 jetter to” : under consideration,”
\ ?K;mt?éﬁ;‘rst half ‘of 1975, placingianother “ﬁgor y?;m;‘r’. secretary, M., Brian Lesvisyiia t final decision
| Sanmdwich councillors ha bars across the A2 road &% |, Department said it was jawou aken by the De-
a  C 3 due Bridge in an attempt to s‘?i\iv waiting for "of | partment of _the Environ- |
been’ told . a v down traffic entering the vil- Sf bars befors | ment. B,

&
a2l
%
=
RER

e
£
£
g

okesman, is over

Sp 's ik
i . the sale of
Home beeé!ltﬁxq

. bowee SXPEESS

SANDWIGH -

BY-PASS ...
INQUIRY
LIKELY

direction.
Earlier
nd.

lage from the Canterbury

bars were laid across the

| Channel and he accused
the Government of faking
figures and leaving out
matters of great economic

| importance.
| During lunch Mr. Jghn
Peyton, Minister for!

Transport Industries,
said the great increase in
traffic flowing to the
south-east had to be
handled somehow.

A tunnel is probably the
cheapest and most ef-
ficlent means of doing
that, causing a good deal
less impact upon Kent
than the alternative of
expanded existing
means; he said.

‘Inadequacy of Kent

IS B IR o, e ¥
in the ")7'9‘131:'."‘-i the' b

‘completely transformed if

the ' first ; ; ;
ieying mojs &5 SOXATIRLINN 2 mepn rovealed ‘:'nmlﬁ

Rape of a village

M

approval of Elham Rural
Council and the Com-
mittee for the Protection
of Rural Kent.

The threatened viila-
gers are grateful but
cautious. wiit 7.

. They feel that, although
designation would pre-
vent' the wholesale de-
struction of their homes,
the close proximity of the
Tunnel terminal inevita-
bly would spoil the quiet
charm of the area.

If the Government is
able to go ahead with
resent plans for the
erminal Newington
would be sandwiched

~ between - a road inter-

change to the west,
terminal facilities to the
east, slip roads to the
north and the main
Continental railway' line
to the south. -

The Government -has
made one concession to
local amenities. It is now. -

proposed that the major °

part of a loop line which -
would encircle the termin-

al should be underground

in the interestssof
Newington and Peene.

Mr. Clarke said: ‘‘This
is seen to be a major
improvement and with

extensive and sympa-

thetic landscaping by
earth mounding and tree
planting, the noise and -
visual impact should be
kept toa minimum. i

“Clearly, the setting of
Newington would be

the Channel Tunnel
proceeds in anything like

set

‘mm-mﬁ‘ 8 the |

| pat A e e il A mioaied
? this week. ‘

. He said thatu

laced with s%, hoard .
ggo as January, but because

2 hav tiatin road at Bridge Hill, after : ; I

« Avout sl months, but ig ‘a series of mﬁmple"‘drﬂsﬁes‘ ithere  has .not,.pral;elrax_ ﬁ:‘x r:lcj

for about'’six months, * T Gts. | cident there. . surely

this cent climate nobody involving TIR juggernauts. cldent R effective" Tl

this presen nd until they |i+The ct of the markings, | PYOVeR BC 10 e to see

is 50111{» ,ﬂu And prices which give a driver the im- e i dcad Laliks ST

absolut .'“id v nowadays pression. his speed |Is in- Mhemthouf i .

change. 80 Fapldly: HOWACHYS Ereasing and theretore en | YRR CEine county Sur-

e I'ﬂp:l';ios‘;. ; Esibfo ontening h}l‘méﬂl bmkﬁageb!g:: veyor, Mr A. D. W‘;‘ﬂ mlith, to
& Watehed b : rmin

l‘;z:;ﬁ:’ ?u ‘e by= ' ggggﬁg' w:tchedg by the De- wrote to Mr Lewis co ing

pag‘;' ¥ minis-

tratively, put ahead of

the Sand _by-Dass,

~ start next year, but at

Review
county
roads
says AA

IT 18 forecast that six
million passengers will
use the Channel Tunnel in
1981, said John Edwards,
director of the South East
Region of the Automobile,
Association on Wednes-
day.

That means two mil s
cars passing throug!
Kent, to and from L
Continent. 3

Speaking at the A
Dover office, he sald that]
if the experts were
correct, and road bulld
ing schemes ran perfectly
to plan, major roads from
London . would be  com-
pleted by 1978 — tw

years before the Tunnel
duetoopents .. .
““But will they 2
ready?'" ed .
bers. 2o K
He _felt ‘a review

Kent'sroads wasurgent. |

“The AA knows and
appreciates the problems
of Canterbury, and
villages along the A2, bt
what about the towns and
villages to the south west?

‘'The problem along the
A2 should be alleviated
with the construction of
by-passes, expected to

present there are no firm |
plans to cater for the
traffic heading east;;q_r—,
west along the coast.”

It is possible that
traffic will use-the newly
constructed 'motorways
which will link with other
major roads throughout
the country, but many
could, and will, stick to
their present familiar
routes ‘across the coun-

at Bridge should

of staffing and other prob-'
lems they had been unable
undertake the work in
spite of constant reminders.

efore the end of

JEOLE
‘order was
long

\

=




juggernaut topple

THEN MINISTER
HAS TALKS ON i ~f

Trage

s

t
HOW much. lo

can it be befm‘e
someone is tragical-
1y in the wmng
when a jugge
topples?

The odd:
trunk rgu‘:lm

shortened aga
week.

cor‘lltam:\h::.l g e s
and wallpaper went'ove
as it negp:ahtqd.-'

roundabout ‘aj
George sGa.!e Cal

PR

ba‘b;!' from ﬂylng glass

and left in a state of

shock.

M!ramlousiy. “no one

else was close by, though
the! subway . is a  busy

route for omceJ'wprkers

the city" centress aiy

‘The ' crash dmppened
only hours:ibefore the
Minister " fan-ﬂ‘mnsport
Industries: Mr: John
Peyton visited ‘Canterbu-

ry for. \t.p.ilks with
councillors ‘about TIR
lorry problem.

Phe city wuncil has
plans to ban heavy goods
lorries from the A2 where
it passes through the city
boundaries — including

" that he may order a
* public inquiry into the

the scene of the latest

crash,
Mr Peyton has warned |

proposal for a ban. The
suggested prohibition has

attracted protests fromi:

people along the alternas,
tive A20 trunk road
through Dover,
stone and Ashford as wel
as road haulage inter-
ests.

The Mhﬂster was also
in Canterbu& ry to open an
exhibition ‘showing pos-
sible’ el(-loutes “for the
Ppropos terbury-by-
pass. Earliest likely start
for this ‘£ million

project s |
Among Me who have
hadnarrow escapes from
other toppli TRsare:
W | who was

standing g.t a_ bus stop in
Bridge“wh'én a jack-
Knifing " vehicle demo-
lished the wooden bus
shelter, i)

‘* A HOUSEWIFE who

was sitting having break-
fast at Harbledown when
she saw a lorry swerve
across the road towards
her roadside cottage and
smash into her brick

garden wall. In the same -

incident a boy playing in
his front-room was
unharmed as the lorry
brought down the front of
the house.

A GIRL sleepmg in an
upstairs room at Bridge
also escaped when a lorry
smashed down the front of
a shop in Bridge High
Street.

| docks,

ANOTHER one topples. . .

dy looms as

and shortens the odds against tragedy.

The difficulties in AUSING thc
public we]ghbridgé at Dover
and-the [ faect = that
drivers were. not ‘told the
weight of their trdilers led to
a lorry béing pverloaded, Can-
terbury Magns{r@.}es"-' Court
heard on Friday.

Euro- Qlipper Haulage Co,
of 42 Willilamson Road, Lydd,
and their driver, Dennis Rus-

| sell, of" 2297 Keedomwood
Road, Downham, % admitted
using an ove-rw lorry at
C&nterbur ber 6.

The firm was ‘ﬁned £40 with
£10 costs.and the: driver £10.
Mr Eric Laceéy, a director
of the firm, gai ‘the trailers
were coll 1 rom Basle in
Switzerl éy’“were not
allowed | Eﬁdthe ‘weigh-.
bridges there:
tions the, &x‘veim ere given,
were in se lopes. for
the agents at= ev’rroutiers s
When the’ lorrie's arrived al
Dover, the only:’ »&y
could ChSCKQ, if t?mﬁ ds
insides
were hrﬂ" -}-g

when

\ the
"t t;;'irdrlveta‘e ugm that
their loads! wi verwedght

they had been told b
firm to leave the trailer ln
the docks.

wonly direc- |

i
'A'.’ 'y
o

Why lorries were_

. overloaded

TS l\T{

This they could only do if
there was room. If there was
not, the dock’ sauthorities
ordcred them out on to the
public hlghways el T

It was, he ex hard
to check the Jor) gh'ts or
to take: a.ction o em in

‘time. o5 4

Six other com an:béu and
their drlve'g ed  for
having ‘1o es too

much . weight. in Cant
between May 1 “and “August
20. They were: A.E.,
Son Ltd, of-10 Uppe-r
Street, -Sandwich, <fl 5 £40
with £10 costs; John Cllnglng
of 31 Balleymenal*Road,

£40 with £10 costs. . . ¢

Peter Jackson.
. Weston  Hall &

of Weston-under-¥V
ﬂo vﬁm £1o

“Leamington Spa,*
costs, and the d “Brian
“fvBuddle, of 5 Danel rdens
Margate, £10. SRR T
Central Road 'Transport
any, of Viney Bridge
ge, Crewkerne ‘Somerset,
with £10 cog and the
Victor: Ri of 56
Victoria Avenue . Chard,
Somerset, £10; Ltd,
of Coppen Road, " ham,
£40 with £10 costs, and the
driver, Colin. Taylor, of T
Haskard "Road, enham,
£10; Aliswood of

?ﬁ)te. London Docks,pgﬁo with

Doagh, Ballyclareyi, An};‘im. |
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Lorry load

Kéo
was not zn
dangerous

The driver of a lorry which |
pushed a van through a shop
window at Bridge on June 27
was cleared of using the lorry
with a dangerous load at
St Augustine’s Maglstrates’
Court last Wednesday.

Barry Knowler, of.33 Cress
Way, Faversham, pleaded
not guilty, y

Insp Gary Rua“lfiotd the
court that Knowler -had tried
to pass a van parked ofitside
the shop, and " struck it
with a crate that g!h'?tmded
from the side”of the lorry,
pushing = the van into the
shop.

r Stephen Todd, of 1
Querns oad, Cam.erbury
said that the lorry’s was
stacked on pallets ‘stuck
out evenly on both atdes by
about six to.12 inches. .

Mr Todd, who waa in a van
two cars behind. -
added that the lodd
tightly la.she(f’down th |
nothing fell_ off. :'hhelr'it hlt |

the van. .

Mr John Stopani; of North
House, Derri 3% Hill,
Barham, who le car
immediate] Ty,
said that he notice
any overhangi: load

He told the court that the
lorry only hit the van by an |

inch.
ary's , Clir Mrs Hettie M«. [ets a helping Kl
hand acress St*Peter’s Piau, from the fﬁ?u‘vinrt Industries e oo Tty mg‘{w, 2

— crates of oranges — pro-
truded by five to six inches
on each side. He had often

seen lorries with an
overhang and it was"® quite
normal. i ]
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: Hon. Secretary/Treasurer:
e A2 Group Craimans Bt Cowt o
0 3 1 High Street, Bridge,
i ttage, Bekesbourne, ’
i rggrlltgiur; Kent Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Please reply to:- 1, High Street, Bridge,

Allan Smith Esq., Canterbury, Kents CT4 57Y,

County Surveyor, 3rd November 1973.
Kent County Council, ‘

Kent House, b
lower Stone Street, >
Maidstone, Kent,

Degr lir, Smith,

In this weeks Kentish Gazette, one of the Canterbury
local papers, it was reported that the junction of Patrixbourne Road
and the A2 at Bridge has now been officially declared an accident
*Black Spot'.

* - As much as I would like to suggest that the appropriate
signs should be erected to indicate the dangers at this point, I will
withdraw any such suggestions in the knowledge that Bridge has been
treated as a "special case" in recent months. We have had '"Road Narrows!
and 'Reduce Speed Now' signs placed on the approaches to the village, -
together with 40 me.p.h, limits, and yellow bar markings laid on Bridge
Hill. For all of these measures we are grateful that at least some
attempt has been mede to safeguard villagers, although nothing can

ever substitute the early completion of the much-needed by=-pass.

There are now two important points which I would like to
raises Firstly, the 30/40 m.p.h. limits on the inner approaches
to the village are of the type suitable for illumination. I am somewhat
surprised that the electrical installation has not yet been carried out,
and wish to enquire as to when it is proposed to do thig?

Secondly, I have been in communication with lre Finbow
of the Regional Controller's office at Guildford concerning the
provision of Bar liarkings on Town Hill, I understand that there were
problems with the side roads, but would have thought that the Department
has had time enough to have solved this. Over two months have now
passed since the bars were laid on Bridge Hill, and I would mention
that the measure of their success lies in the fact that not a single
accident has occurred since their introduection,

Yours sincerely,

(1 om l:)' GEo VR Brian A, Iewiss
. e Sec/Treasurer, A2 Group.

CeCo David Crouch EsQeylieP,



BY-PASS: STATE YOUR VIEWS
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RESIDENTS in Har
bledown and Rough
Common are to take
part in the second
referendum
organized by their
County Councillor
John Heddle.

During this week
Clir. Heddle will be
distributing several
thousand letters ask-
ing people to state
their views on the
Canterbury by-pass
routes.

These views will be
analysed and present-
ed by Cllr. Heddle to
the county council,
and Canterbury M.P.
Mr. David Crouch.

Cllr. Heddle’s first
referendum was over
the Channel Tunnel
question. He received
2,000 replies on this
occasion.

Here Mr. John
Heddle (left) and
members of the pub-
lic study a model ol
the proposed Canter-
bury by-pass on
display at the Bea-
ney.

CA 1200

The Mayar ©
Clir. Mrs. Hatlig Bg X
comes Transpor! Minister My, 8
ahn Peyton who apened the 8
y-pass plan exhibition al The 8
ney, last week E




A2 GROUP

CANTERBURY

BY-PASS

A public discussion meeting will be held

at The County Hotel, High Street, Canterbury
on Thursday December 6th at 8 p.m.

KCC, Canterbury and Bridge-Blean officials

will be present to answer points raised.

HOW DOES IT AFFECT YOU?
'WHICH ROUTE DO YOU WANT?

‘ublished by The A2 Group, 1 High Street, Bridge
'rinted by A. & J. Purchese, Cow Lane, Canterbury
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From: David Crouch, M.P.

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA

December 5,197%

/)?ou/\ I Rn.,

On my return from my visit
to India and Bangladesh, my secretary
gave me your message about the meeting
tomorrow evening about the Canterbury
by-pass.

I much regret that I am unzble to
attend,because of Parliamentary business
and I have sent Brian Lewis a short statement
which can be read out at the meeting.

\/M fmc,w“ﬂ%

John Purchese,lsq.,
Mill Cottage,
Bekesbourne, Canterbury,
Kent.
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Statement for the meeting at the Co

Canterbury on Deoe@kgfﬁéth,l973.

e |
ngy'

unty Hotel,

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA

CANTERBURY BY-PASS

I very much regret that I am unable to
attend tonight's meeting to discuss the Canterbury
by-pass.

One of the reasons for the Minister's decision
to invite public discussion and comment on the by-
pass proposals was because of the genuine concern
..the Government feel that the residents of Canterbury
and the surrounding area should have their voice
 heard at the planning stage. I welcome this as an
innovation in involving the public in a major planning
decision. The view of the individual may quite
naturally be subjective and personal and it is therefore
- of particular value that your meeting will provide
a forum for discussion of all points of view. I shall
look forward to receiving a report of this consultation
with great interest and will be pleased to discuss
it with the Minister. -

DAVID CROUCH
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BACK OFF play

cool, and be satisfied
with the gains
already in hand.
Don’t force a show-
down with the
Government (writes

Paul Bloomer).

That was Clir. Mike Fuller's
advice over the City Council’s
from

move to ban
the A2

He warned that the Depart

it

i
r b

ment of the Environment

could not allow the

and a facedown with the
' was likely to lead
to delay in starting the A2
southern by-pass scheduled

for 1976,

Members of the council’s,

Public Works Committee met
on Tuesday to discuss latest
aspects of the authority’s pos-
sible 1873 New Dover Road to
Rheims Way (Welght and Size
Restriction) Order, in the mel-
ting pot.

—w—ga

Deputy Town Clerk, Mr.
Keith Hunt, presented mem-
bers with a list of many objec-
tors to the order. He advised
that the Department of the
Environment had asked for no
action to be taken on the order

= »D_rop Hfa"iﬁled'own by-pass

THE Government has been
called on by the A2 Group
to abandon the £} million
plan for a Harbledown by-
pass in favour of the early
completion of a new relief
road for Canterbury.

The group is holding a pub-
lic meeting to examine the
Canterbury by-pass routes in
the County Hotel on Thurs-
day at 8 pm. Canterbury’s
MP, Mr David Crouch;- city
councillors and officers from
the County Council and the
Depariment of the Environ-
ment are being
attend.

The plea for tHe Govern-
ment to give priority to the
Canterbury by-pass is  con-
tained in a letter sent with
the group’s backing to the
Department of the Environ-
ment by Clir-Tony Payne.

In it, Clir Payne says that
before and during the
Harbledown by-pass inquiry,
the department’'s view was
that the proposed new single
carriageway at Harbledown
would have a useful life as a
principal route to the west-
ern side of the city after the
opening of the Canterbury
by-pass.

He continues: “At the
Harbledown inquiry this was
disputed by myself and the
Canterbury Society. Evidence
was also given , .. to the

invited . to:

N 7

- A2

- L}

effect that a.by-pass of Can-
terbury would be a preferable
method of relieving traffic
through = Harbledown, and
that the Harbledown  pro-
posal should'» be deferred
pending.,a firm decision on
the ‘design and construction
of the Canterbury by-pass.

“In his reporfp the inspec-
tor agreed with. the objec-
tions to the, Harbledown by-
pass, but récommended: its
construction because the de-
partment had  given no
evidende of their intention to
build a Canterbury by-pass.

“Mr Peyton has stated pub-
licly that he has 1976 in mind
as a starting date for the
Canterbury by-pass, with

completion 'by 1978. This is ( 1

only two years after
jected ' opening of
expensive (nearly £3 million)
and environmentally destruc-
tive single carriageway which
creates as many problems as
it solves and which has been
described by the department |
as an ‘interim measure.’

the pro-
a very

“Now at last, in the Con-
sultative Document, you have
agreed that a route to the
city by way of a Wincheap

radial road from the Canter-
is more satis-

bury by-pass

BO V AR ;
He felt the Government! =

might start dragging its feet in
providing a by-pass, and urged
that the council should con-

alternative
anticipated 8 g
Government would shortly be
considering the comments of
the cit; nuglorny.

He believed construction of

‘partment:

kA 4

Group

factory than through Harble-
down.”

Cllr Payne urges the de-
“In view of the
need:to restrain unnecessary
public expenditure, preserve
agricultural land and some of
the finest countryside within
sight of the Cathedral, will
you give every consideration
to the abandonment of the
Harbledown scheme in favour
of ' early completion of the
Canterbury by-pass?

“A public inquiry into; the
Canterbury proposal, which
will admit evidence on the
Harbledown problem, is des-
perately needed. At the same
time, will the department
publish its transportation and
road network policy for East
Kent?"

six years earlier than it other-
wise would have been. He
recalled Mr. Peyton had made
H;.el polntm that any delays," |
cluding holding a long public '
inquiry, could
it £ : put bacgm theﬂ
Clir. Fisher did not think
making the restriction order
would delay the start of build-
ing a by-pass - but he felt
getting this started by 1976
was ‘‘ruddy big hope."”
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~ energy might lead to le::'
mg;\r? being spent on roads in

A knif

e 3.2 vote settled
e committee
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Ko

until any decision reached
had been relayed to the Mini
ster, Mr. John Peyton
Mr. Hunt drew attenti t

the objection lodged hr;tmlzr*ﬁ
operators,Kent’ County Coun
cil, neighbouring district
authorities, and the police

REASONABLE

“Evidently reasonable” ob-
jections from sources such as
bus companies could easily be
incorporated by exemptions
from the ban he added.

The Town Clerk had
reached the ‘“inescapable con-
clusion’” that it would be
unreasonable to proceed with
the order, Mr.Hunt advised.

The Minister might issue a
directive that the eouncil did
not implémeént the order until
a public inquiry had been held
into the matter.

The problem:of heavy
vehicles on the road could be
transferred to other routes if
the traffic were diverted.

““The advice, really, is that
this has gone about as far as it
can with any advantage to the
council,’” said Mr. Hunt.
“From now on, the balance
swings the other way — that
the council starts to get into
the difficult position.”

PROMOTE

This was particularly so,
since Mr. Peyton had visited
Canterbury and had said he
would do all he could to pro-
mote a by-pass, he concluded.

Clir. Chris Stanley blamed
the Government for not pro-
viding adequate roads to deal
with the traffic. Pressing on
with the order might speed-up

ek |
Lorry ban i,
protest

ral District
Ruan gbjection
Couneil's
to ban
A2 within
|

Bridge-Blean
C‘ouncﬁ has lodged
to Canterbur City
controversia plan
juggernauts from the
{he city boundaries.

Bridge-Blean Is oIJePl“f'm ers feel

m
scheme DECAUED [y ort heavy



FEL
vlorri%-w 5
overweight

A lorry load of spaghetti
got a haulage firm tangled
up with the law on Friday.

The lorry, owned by C. and
L. International aulage
Ltd, of 79a Hockliffe Street,
Leighton Buzzard, Beds, and
carrving the load from Dover
to Bedford, was stopped in
Canterbury on_June .26. It
was taken to the Kingsmead
Road weighbridge and found
to be 1 ton 12 cwt above the
permitted limit, Canterbury

magistrates heard on Friday. f
The firm was fined £40, with i
£10 costs:
In a letter, the firm accep-
ted full responsibility and : :
said that the driver could g
not be held responsible as . s
misleading’ paperwork had
led him to believe his load .

was the correct weight.
Five other firms and their
drivers weré fined for over-
weight lorries between June
5 and July 17: George Mar-
chant, of 88 Bentry Road,
Dagenham, Essex = (excess
1 ton 7 cwt), £20; Robert
Slater, of 48 Greenwood Ave-
nue, nham (1 ton 12
cwt), ; H. A Harrison
Transport Services, of No 4
Warehouse, East India Dock,
London (four tons), £40, with
£10 costs.
thnts W‘}Odféo TL/IA Zhero
re; , O onoghan
Roaigh Armegh, Northern Ire-
land (1 ton 5 cwt), £40, with
£10 costs; Stanley Wheeldon,
of 8 Fearson Green, Norton,
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs (2 tons
9 cwt), £40, with £10 costs.

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 8
1973
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The giant transporter is named
after an Indian deity which.

also claimed
human lives

By JAMES NORTHEY®

THE giant Continental lorries

that have been dubbed ‘jug-

gernauts* are, oddly enough,
named after an idol of that
name tepresenting the Hindu
god, Vishnu.

There seems nothing re-
motely  religious  about the
vehicles that . are currently
causing fear on' our roads—
especially in places such as the
Kent village of Bridge, where
one of these monsters, a tanker
carrying inflammable chemi-
cals, ploughed into a dozen
cars and narrowly (and merci-
fully) missed a crowd of
children Playing nearby,
ok at, then, you may well
mo'tl's the connection?” The
festsi '{ﬂportam annpal Hindu

‘s’a 15 lilnat}]ayatra, ul'hich
< . une or July (it
va;s‘:?) like 1h'e daf_oer of yofxr
¢ m; ? Puri, 4 city on the

1 -f’ the Bay of Bengal,

les south.wesy of Cal-
ﬁe seat hof the
Ju, agannat! or
theBEINAUY) which ywag built(in

As part of the festivities the
image of Juggernaut is carried
in a car so massive and heavy
that hundreds of devotees are
needéd ' to move it to the
garden house of the god.
Although this is'only two miles
from « the temple. it tznk}?s
several days to complete’ the

journey.

Look like dwarfs

The vehicle is 43 feet high
and each of its 16 wheels is

et ol W 18N
Salvation. Army

Lo

.

27

ERIK WICKBERG, Genera

A fleet of juggernauts tries to negotlate road-works In a narrow London street

readily seg that the juggernauts
on our roads would look like
dwarfs at the side of this maxi-
monster! : .

It does not need any stretch
of the imagination to see that,
with the need for the Jugger-
naut’s car ta be hauled by so
many followers of Vishnu and
with thousands of pilgrims
flocking around it, there must
be accidents with loss of life.
There: may ¢ven have been
deliberate suitides.

~ Whilst it h been §ajd that .

to - Vishnuism there are con-
flicting reports about this. One
source says that reports that
many of the pilgrims in the
procession accompanying .the
image’s car have, in the past,
thrown themselves under . the
gigantic  wheels, sacrificing

themselves to the god in- the

hope of securing for them-
selves a place in heaven, are
grossly exaggerated.

Yet another tells that the
British, then rulers in India,
had to prohibit the practice.

living ‘or_even the sacrifice of
his life—can deal with his sins.
Sins cannot successfully be
fought; they need to be
forgiven. Only God Himself
can ‘unlock the gate of
i:gach. and let us in’, and
alsg give us that “heavenson
SARY Ot Pacaon, Tnmer pencs
%nd ‘power which we all yeam
or. - e
Of course, the “free will” bit
still applies. By Christ's offer-
ing of His own life, we are not
automatic POSSESSOrs
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Clerk thought
nreasonable to
& ban. The police had
| they were not

of the ides
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reasonable of
by what

Council iy unlikely to bring
through the dw
Transport Minister, 3

lors and officials

he change of

NMr Hunt warned that it
an - ownder  was  made, the
AMinistor might make a divee-

tive that council should
seek his consent re im-
plementing it, and this would
Almost cortainly mean a pub-

lie inquiry would have to he
geld before anything could be
one.

“This would put the coun-
cil’y  ofMcers l: a  difficult
bosition, because they would
be duty bound to give their
honest opinions. And those
would have to be that they
m{:!l\d not technically support
a ban™

Cllt Ervic Hanscomb said
that outsize vehicles were
both  Qangerous and lethal
in or out of the city, But
could the council make such
an order without the Minis
ter's consent? he asked.

Mr Hunt replied that it
could, but it might still be
challenged in the courts.

‘;*’e have always been a
i sceptical as to whether
We would be abdle ‘to put &
ban into effect,” said Qilr
Hanscomb, B by

Clle  Chris  Stanley  pro-
tested: T K we should
Iay the blame where the
blame rests, and that is with
the Government. We have
not asked for these lorries
to come through our city. If
they think they should come
through this part of the
country they should design
roads suitable to take them.

“I think all the while we

n Pe N who ¥
302 vhl?'t\::l the cim

heart

t month

can keep the p‘mm up the
chances of apeed
by-pass will.

couno uld
make the arder: “We cannot
roally ‘A WO

3
N &*

) and the Government
will ) t, fair enough,
wo A our feet on the
by-pa b

ITS ACTIONS

Cllr Mike Fullor said that
through its actions in the
past, the council had man-
a secure assurances
from bthe Govorr;‘r;u;‘nt about
tho  by-pass, which repre-
sented afvery real gain for
t\{\o Iethnf tw(?\nnt(\rblu"y.

‘ork on o pass  was
now due to start in 1976, in-
stead of the 1980s as had
been sches 3

But it was quite clear that
'they could not make the

order  su , because cen-
| tral Go ent would step
| in and say they could not g0

| ahead it without the
S approval of the Minister.
This would only force a
confrontation situation be-
tween the council and central
Government,, while what was
needed at ® moment was
for the council to press as
fast as ssible for the by-
pass. and not to encourage

Deople in the area to press

for a possible inquiry into the |

by-pass Proposals.

Any, sort of delay that
stopped the by-pass from,.get-
ting under way in 1976 would
be held against the council.
he added.

Clir Fisher said he had not
got the imgresio\ n that if a
Public inquiry was held it
would put back the by-pass.
“I do not see where the two
{0 together™

Clir Stanley added: “Tf we
back out mow we will not
have any arms left in our
armoury.” They could achieve
more by going shead with
their plans to make an order.

Clir Fuller returned to Cllv |
Fisher's point about the re- |

lationship between the by-
DRSS and the bam. “Tt is very
difficult when you are in the
middle of a hard-fought con-
frontation with g Govern-
ment ent. to co-oper-
ate to the fullest possible ex-
tent with them over the by-
pass™ 3

He said  the committee
should




Single carriagew

IT WOULD be insanity to
build the Canterbury by-pass
smg!c carriageway, a public
meeting on the road pro-
posals was told on Thurs-
day. “N 'in their right
minds should. contemplate
such a thgi& for a major
road like thlq," said Cllr

Tony Fisher; ©
Less 0" people turned
up for iting, organised
by the oup, and some
had e time a vote
was t the best route
Route Avhich the De-

partment ‘of the Environment
says has the least disadvant-
and which runs through
ington before swinging

of Winters Farm,

&'D:cel‘:lngbon-—came top with
votes.

211?.1.1\“:3 C—the most

i

(P

ay by-pass

would be insanity

southerly of the three, which

has been given support.b
both the City Areh? ict lnt,;
the City Engineer - cel
10 wvotes. Route | W

would run closest. tn he!
—did not get any su

Those who voted in‘favour
of Route C included Cllr
Alf Walker, chairman of-
City Council's Publtc fW‘o
Committee,

PATHETIC

Many present were con-
cerned over the department's
seeming Insistence for a
single-carriageway by-pass.
One man said it was “pathetic
to even suggest it” for a
main trunk route by-pass of
a major city.

Clir Fisher said no-one in

their right minds should con-
lempl ate na  single-carriage-
t's insane to propose
such thing. If we are going
to do'a job, we have got to
* do it properly.”

He thought that Route C
was probably the best of the
three; if properly constructed
it would be the least ob-
trusive.

Mrs Wendy Le-Las Jones,
of the Kent branch of the
Conservation Society, asked
if it was really a sound in-

ment torspend vast sums
of money on roads which, be-
cause of the fuel crisis, might
be redundant in a few years
to come.

“What's the point of build-
ing roads for juggernauts if

'I‘he ls d b,
Clnte%lry s M.P. Davld
ﬂﬁ:' { Smlth and

Channel i

K-
; Turinel | 2
Slr!.«
What do we have to do to

prevent Kent fi

m becoming

~a highway to Europe, with

' over Britain
tiny village of

‘ the mout

Tunnel?

heading for

‘cars and juggemauts from all

the

Cheriton and
of the Channel

|, It is not too late to adopt

| the sensible and

g alternative ' of linking

civilised

the

| tunnel directly to our national
,e _rail system and doing away
. with the need for a rail/road

' terminal. .
. This would make it

; for cars to drive on to t

dozing its
=_Parlia.ment.

}aaople of Kent w!
no t

ful 0 sition.
1“Hme to ac

steps to do so.
to petition Pa.rligment.

are preparing to |
the very short e

ossible

- ferries in big cities all over

the count and be carried
straight into Europe, And it
. would keep Kent free from
'l.he threat of a ﬂood of |
" vehicles.

The' Government 15 hull-«
lans through
n the hoPe that
1 have

to organise thought-
ut. mele is

the

Detenders of Kent a‘i-é taking
‘The most tmportant stej ls
this in

the

Government has n,llqued for

the process. Meanwhile there,
are geveral things that eve
lndlvidu‘;aél’ vivho ‘ﬂ; g\;ilt
r proposals 0 to
&) lr')st they can cag rite to their
MP. "This 18 mr.‘p essential
and most urzent. Chey should
urge their MP to: , the
G'roverx:m'lt ?nt t‘.oSx ) 5 Ellze
resent plan an r the
asking the Governme: gevamtfng eﬂeet.Yc g qhave
don the plan to by-pass Harble- | on S:he whola,,og K A ol
schnme stimated at £ cond, i ?
ml. 3 g Defenders of Ke% sub-
scribing towards ' 5,000
| webunieed to  p and
ublicise our ca;e..
: :anfall y, w? wtgu immert; !
m ¢ P o ear from volunteers in ev
day membe *}, of | town and vil lage ln Kent who
é‘ﬂﬁ!fbun"l Public Works | &re P“P:'“d i h t{)“ b:
- Committee are to make a “‘walk | bonfire on a nig

about” ‘inspection of the pro-
Mdby-punmtu : 4

| a

,thh threatened invasion
our county.

rranged when we aim to sig-
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they don't have a
run on?" sha ask

She felt the answer was to
look at transport as a whole,
and encourage freight om to
the railways.-‘“We should put
everything on the railways
and not have to d money |
on new homes and re-bullding
?htops that the lorries run
nto."

Mr Brian Lewis, the A2
Group secretary, said it was
estimated that by-passable
traffic in 1991 would be be-
tw;ven 8,000 and 11,000 vehicles
a day.

petrol to

ﬁ;lﬁ WAY

“To my way of thinking
this is rot," he said. “We have
conducted traffic cemsuses in_
Bridge and we know that the

traffic u I:h Az is some-
thing oveér. 20/ »vehlclei a
day. The Department of the

Environment thinks that 3
the mtrcduction of the MI

That rou'tg_‘i'a much l(mger-

and when it is open
when wé el
| Tunnel, More c will use |
the A2/M2 r 2 -

The 1 g a'lgd' desti-
nation census. had been
' carried " or. yme
years she* said, vand |
another ‘needed to get
more u vbe  info on.
“ITn my bulk o the

i i A O |

gested, lt wanﬁl to go straight

‘ment of f F

aﬂ’%&m and the
‘county h |nfpr-‘
a4 than i%uuu& to
the public.

Farme«réi !hqul&‘xbeu- g‘i;ven 1
every for complete
consultat:lbmmver "the‘.'mad |
before a draft o ,
‘made, Mn!?' 'Toﬁyt Moum:.‘ ot
Winters Farm, . ki ;
hol-d the meeting. y

farmers,” sa
senior vlce—chnlrmn of the
Canterbury branch of the
National ~Farmers' Union.
“RBut if there was early con-
sultation at least some of
thesg objections could be
‘avoided. gy
“Farmers nnl to,
|accept the need lor this mad
They‘ don't like losing land
t, as long as it is necessary,
‘thw will put up ‘with it.”

The meeting was held In
the County Hotel.
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He was disappointed that the

Flashback to the Ken-

consultativée document had
not suggested linking the
A28 and the by-pass to sy-
phon-off incoming traffic on
the A28,

This would have been useful,

both from traffic and envi-

T TP ES X o 3 AVAL CE “‘l
~Hiers thought; taking into

reased

He wondered whether Win-
cheap, as a through route,
could be made one-way out
of the eity ? This would avoid
the need for the Wincheap
Radial — which would be
most disruptive to amenities
— and would help channel
traffic along the by-pass,
and then from Harbledown

CLLR. MIKE FULLER —

described meeting with
Transport Minister.

Which is the best route for
the Canferbury by-pass? City
councillors and members of
the A2 Group met representa-
five of Kent County™Council on
Thursday at a public meeting
o consider this.

Left to right (sifting): Mr.
Alan Badgers, Planning
Deparfment, Mr. Donaid
Coofe, Clerk’s Department,
Mr. Afan Buyllit,” Roads
Department, Cmd. A.E.P.
Doran, Chairman of the Roads

tish Observer’s front

page of 8 November,

revealing exclusively

the three Canterbury
by-pass routes. Mem-
WOV s Ul e AL Urou
want route ‘B’ whil
city architect Mr.
John Berbiers is

backing the longest
and most expensive, o

route ‘C’.

MEMBERS of the A2 Group, together with
members of the public, came down heavily
in favour of route ‘B’ for the new city by-

pass.

They reached their decision
at a public meeting held at the
County Hotel, Canterbury, on
Thursday.

Route ‘B’ would skirt deve-
lopment planned to the south
of Canterbury. The Depart-
ment of the Environment’s

consultative document on the

by-pass said that it would also
leayve a viable area of agricul-
tural land between the by-pass

Committee, and Mr. Alan
Smith, Surveyor. *
Standing, left to right: Mr.
John Purchese, Chairman of
the A2 Group Mr. Brian Leis,
secretary and treasurer of the
group, and Clir. Mike Fuller,

«and the eity.

‘There would be a cost (at
1972 prices) of £3,300,000 to
build a single carriageway and
£5 million for a dual carriage-

way.

Eighteen houses and one
shop would have to be
demolished if route ‘B’ were
used. Eighty-seven acres of
agricultural land would be
taken.

It was described in the con-
sultative document as good
value for money, a short route °
of by-passable traffic, which
local traffic could also use,
and leaving adequate green
belt for the city.

The one disadvantage listed
was the inevitable housing
loss. ° B et
Civil engineer Mr.*Ian
Gracie claimed-that the pro-
posals shown 'in the 'library

- confused people trying to
- decide whichToute to chopse.

He said that they should, be

* given a Department of the
.Environment figure for Route

'C’ including' the Wincheap
Radial.

One of the advantages of
Route ‘C’ — passing-to:the
south of development alongthe -
A28 at Thanington, and avoid-
ing ribbon development in
Newhouse Lane and Nacking-
ton Road — as set out in the
consultative document, was
that the demolition of property
was avoided. :

Mr. Gracie added that with
industrial development at Win-
cheap, the Wincheap Radial
was essential. : by 3

Mr. Fraser described the !
proposals as half-baked solu-
tions which could be‘out of
“date in 10 or 15 years’ time.

4 He said that he would like to %
“see a reasonably straight dual

carriageway, linking up some-
where in the Stour Valley. A
Harbledown by-pass- was not

route ‘B’

necessary if there was a prop-
er interchange in the Stour
Valley.

The .consultative document
forecast that the ring road
would carry between 8,000 and
11,000 vehicles a day by 1991.
Secretary and treasurer of the
group, Mr. Brian Lewis,
described this estimate 'as
“rot.”

by VAL
HILL

He said they knew that at
peak times the A2 carried
20,000 vehicles a day. Even
when the mid-Kent motorway
was built, TIR's would con-

- tinue to use the A2.

It was' time that!another
origin and destination survey
be conducted. Mr. Lewis ex-
plained that the last one con-
cerning Canterbury was car-
ried out two or:three-years

ago.

Clir. Tony. Payne. said that
he was concerned: about the
enormous amount of traffic on
the trunk road. Eight-and-a-
half per cent ofithe traffic.on
the road were heavy lorries.

A representative of the
Canterbury Sodiety said that it
seemed to be dual versus
single carriageway for the By

| pass. He explained that even if

a single carriageway were

‘constructed, enough land

would have to be acquired to

\furn it into a dual carriageway
in the futury

illors met the
Transport Minister, Mr. John
Peyton, they made the point
that there were more heavy
lorries on the road than‘would
be expectedona trunk read.

A dual carriageway. was:
essential so that cars: could
overtake these lorries.

The question of timing was
also_discussed with Mr. Pey-
ton, ‘he - continued. The Mini-
sfer had said that if agreement

. -were reached fairly quickly,

work might begin on the road

by 1976. ’

.,-I'd like to be able to agree.
_with 1976 as the starting date,’”
said Clir. Tony Fisher. He felt
that the Minister’s visit to
Canterbury was nothing’'more
than a white-washing exer-
cise. i 3

Kent County Surveyor Mr.
Alan Smith told the meeting
that if there were a Wincheap
Radial and Route ‘C’, drivers
might think that the route took
them too far out of the city.

ClIr. “Fuller answered that
the city council hoped to make
expansion to .the south of
Canterbury.‘This would need
to be taken into aceount.”

One member of the audience
%lglgﬂes;:d that part of the

edown by-p: be stop-

ped. y"g

In a vote at"ﬁleuend of the
meeting, the mermnbers; chose

i their favourite route. No one

selected Route ‘A’, 21'voted
for Route ‘B’ and only 10
voted for Route 'C".
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WHICH WAY !

Longest route is
architect’s choice

LONGEST and most expensive: route for
Canterbury’s A2 by-pass is backed by city
architect Mr.. John Berbiers and city
engineer Mr. John Rhodes.

They made their view known to members of
the council’s Public Works Committee at
the last meeting.

Mr. Berbiers reported that
both officers had agreed a

preference for Route ‘C’. b PAUL
They. felt that the greater y

distance from the city, plus X
the fact that the area

immediately affected prob- BI_O OMER
ably had less outstanding

scenic value, were factors in

its favour.
by-pass and Rheims Way
VIADUCT into Canterbury.
Mr. Berbiers felt this matter
MR. BRIAN LEWIS — “Architecturally, there is no should be left open for fur-

described estimates as

“rot*.

could be made one-way

of the ¢ity 7 This would avold
the need for the Wincheap
Radial — which would be
most disruptive to amenities
— and would help channel
traffic along the by-pass,
and then from Harbledown

reason why a viaduct should
not be an attractive feature,
providing a dramatic ele-
ment of punctuation in the
scene," said Mr. Berbiers.

“From the top of the viaduct,

passengers in cars and
coaches would obtain
impressive views towards
the city.”

He was disappointed that the

consultative document had
not suggested linking the
A28 and the by-pass to sy-
phon-off incoming traffic on
the A28.

This would have been useful,

both from traffic and envi-

v e o g 3, WAL - DG
piers thought, taking into
consideration the increased

He wondered whethor Win-
cheap, as a through route,

out

ther investigation.

In conclusion, he pointed out
that the farther distance of
Route ‘C’ from the city
would leave a much longer
stretch of uninterruped riv-
erside area in a rural set-
ting.

Flashback to the Ken-

tish Observer’s front,
page of 8 November,
revealing exclusively e
the three Canterbury -

by-pass routes. Mem-
bos o uf e .u.urn!.lp
want route ‘B’ while
city architect Mr
John Berbiers
backing the |
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.’The nz G'oup Chairman: Hon. Secreta W/ Trec rer:
; i

Ty’ 3 3
TN Mill Cottage, Bekesbourne, 1 High Stre
% Canterbury, Kent - VLt Caitorory, NI
* ' TNy sl
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John Purchese, Brian A, Le:
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We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2 =

Please reply to:- 22 The Foreland
’

Canterbury.
2e11.73

David Crouch,lisqe gie Py

House of Commons,
London, S, Wele

Dear Mr,Crouch,

I am writing to you about one particular aspect of the
lorry/A2 situation -« the inadequate signposting of through routes.
Several times I have raised this matter with Canterbury City Council,
but have been disappointed with their reaction.I believe that ro@é
signposting along trunk roads is the responsibility of the Ministry
with local asuthorities acting incan advisory capacity.Even then,the
Council could show greater interest in the problem.

At the country end of the M2,only Dover,Canterbury and
Margate are signposted.Throughout the length of the improved AZ and
the motorway there is no indication of routes to Folkestone or Ramsgate,
in spite of their developing TIR ferry services,Although the AZ,L2 and
Thanet Way is the main route from the rest of the Country to Ramsgate,
the latter is not signposted until at the St.llicholas-at=Wade
roundebout.Also,in spige of the Ministry maintaining that the AZ0 is
the official main road to Folkestone,many TIR drivers understandably
prefer the faster,safer improved A2/M2 route,especially in view of its
superior exit from London and its better links with the national road
system.

When drivers reach the first Rheims Way roundabout

(St.Peter's Place) in Canterbury,only Dover is indicated on the route
sign,and more remarkable is the absence of any local signs.As a result,
TIRs find their way to the Westgate and the narrow Pound Lane and get
entangled in the city's onesway system. Similarly lorries with destinations




By-Pass: Good n
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Council
urge
~ Route 'C’

Reporfer: SIMON FOWLER
1T

HUNDREDS of Canterbury
householders can breathe again
— it now seems certain their
homes will be saved from the

By

.Av;ﬂ';-' f--.n-.?, P vt

Graphic design student Brian Glanfield (loft) shoy
y L]

have prepareg at|

bulldozers.

Canterbury homes or property are unlikely
to be demolished to make way for the city by-
pass. Councillors agreed on Tuesday night to

slap a letter on the Minister’s

asking for Route C.

Councillors were_
in their appeal

unanimous

pressed for a dual carriageway
by-pass.

Although the City Council’s
decision is net final, it will bring
a sigh of relief from hundreds of

desk in 21 days

city residents. whose homes
could have been bulldozed to

‘,_. make way for Routes A or B.

‘The Minister has asked for the

 council’s comments on the pro-

posed routes for the by-pass by 4
January and it seems certain he
will get a request for a dual
carriageway version of Route C.

But Ald. Herbert Buckworth
warned members of the Public
Works and Planning and Deve-

lopment Committees that he had
heard that Kent County Council
favour the routes nearer to the
city.

‘T have heard that the county
planning officer and surveyor

favour route B. And they say
that routes: A and B merit the
closer examination.”

But both the city engineer and
architect spoke of route C as
being the only viable route.

Engineer Mr. John Rhodes
said: ‘‘Route A is unthinkable,it
comes much too close to the
city. Route B imposes a massive

« highway on the city; a by-pass
.. should be further out.”

City architect Mr. John Ber-
biers said: I favour route C
every time. It is further away

from the city and gives roomfor -

development.'”

The councillors voted unani- ‘.
‘to accept the officers '

route would seem to be route C.
He added that a viaduct, which
would be a necessary part of
route C, if properly designed
could be as attractive a feature
of the landscape as Medway
bricge.

Visitors view the giant model of the A2 between Faversham
and Dover on show at the Canterbury College of Art.
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by Pauline Rush

In Roman  times traders
faced massive fines for put-
ting too much weight on the
carts trundling up and down
Watling Street. But today,
on that same road, the penal-
ties for juggernauts breaking
welght Hmits are negligible
compared to the profits from
overloading.

That is just one of the
many points made in an ex-
hibition at Canterbury Col-
lege of Art, mounted by
graphic design students to
show the difficulties and dan-
gers facing people who live
beside the A2 and those who
travel on it.

Models, posters, films and
photographs were used to

er Mr Julian Losinski part of the A2 exhibition they
d Canterbury Hospital.

-
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Students study_;bridle

way to Kurope

Illustrate their case, and to
stress the need for immediate
improvements to this treach-
erous stretch of road, which
the A2 Group has called the
“Bridletrack to Europe,”

The idea of holding an ex-
hibition wag first mooted by
Mr Peter Sullivan, head of
the college’s Graphiec Design
School. He heard about a
conference to be held at Kent
and Canterbury Hospital
about after-care for road ac-
cident patients and thought
it might be possible to stage
some sort of exhibition to
run in conjunction with the
conference.

The hospital agreed to the
idea and it was decided to
turn over the whole of the
Graphic Design School to a
project on the A2 for a term.

Mr Sullivan’s deputy, Mr
Roy Chambers, said that they
had tried to cover all aspects
of the A2 and give a clear
| picture of the problems in-
volved with it.

“We are not trying to push
a particular point. We just
wanted to find out exactly
what the current situation is,
and people’s attitudes to it,”
he said. f

So about 100 students set
to work to produce a com-
prehensive survey of Kent's
most controversial road. They
went out and talked to people
who live along the. A2 and to
car users and lorry drivers.
Thi wrote to local schools,
t era;mi_pubt[cana’ to get
their vi i

peakers from the Kent
Trust for Nature Conserva-
tion, the A2 Group and other
organisations visited the. col-
lege to help the students with
their work and the Depart-
ment. of the lz‘.rrlwlronme;tp.t
agreed to loan em equ
ment for the exhibition.

Statistics had to be col-
lected and this again posed
problems. Figures obtained
from surveys are soon out of
date and statistics from :
ferent sources vary widely:.

checking and re-
checking were essential to
ensure accuracy. ”

Large model

The focal point of the ex-
hibition was a large-scale
model of the A2 from Brenley
Corner to Dover, built by
second year twtr!%imﬂo:;!d Bh'i"
dents. Eye-catching ‘col-
ourful, the model pinpointed

spots along the road. Mr
Chambers said it was
tended to be decorative and
informative rather
strictly to scale. ; i
Accident figures were dis-
played in detail. They showed

that last year five people were
killed on the A2 and 79 were
seriously injured. Another 157

were slightly injured and of
the total deaths and injuries,
20 were to children.
Some the primary
schools had sent in poems

the major accident black- | the
in- | W
than | houses

K& 14023 : |

problem has become. Every
day 20000 vehicles use the
A2 and 2,000 of these are
juggernauts. Pictures of
Bridge High Street before the
rush hour showed only the
TIR monsters rumbling
through the village. A
pedestrian interviewed said
she was afraid to walk on the
pavemrent and some people
complained that if you lived
on the A2 it was too noisy
to use the front rooms.

But there was another side

phlet
by one of the third
year students took a look at
the A2 as seen bv the lorry
drivers. “It's one of the worst
roads in England I've ever
travellec. on,” said one. |

Others complained about
the narrow winding streets
in the villages where it is al-
most impossible for two TIRs
to pass safely and many com-
mented on the tight round-
abouts in Canterbury. Aecci-
dents often occur there be-
cause car drivers do not real-
ise. how much room ‘the
lorries meed, a lorry driver
told the students.

Other subjects covered by
the exhibition included
studies of the effects of noise
and traffic fumes on plants
and wildlife and the damage
caused to agricultural land
by the present road and pro-
‘posed alternative routes.
. Plans for the proposed
Canterbury by-pass and
extension were mapped out
in detail, and the pros and
cons of each route listed
alongside. 2

Doctors from all over the
country visited the exhibition
after the all-day conference
on sccidents' at the hospital
on Sunday. They also had the
chance to look at another

! . pen and sug-
‘gested mump of avoiding
th.:.meﬂ f pictur and‘

_serles of res
+ traced

showing their /possible
thoughts and actions and
how easy it is for a short
journey to end in disaster.

Ideas for solutions to the
problem inelded exts

ing

unprejudiced viewpoint, could
lmge j!eﬂ: no doubt in the
visitors’ minds that some-
thing should be done about
the road, and done quickly.

4

and essays . written by the
pupils. M%'ét of them spoke
about the amount of traffic
and the  crashes they had
seen involvi lorries. One
i e LT e
aa o get to slee

»f the hes;'oh;hlng. g‘he noise

MB ‘ .H‘}eetmg.h'wdmaﬁ interviewed
)y the. . students said she

:guld" not sleep when she
tayed in a qulet area be-
mause she had become so
sed to the noise of the
eavy traffic. .

Photographs were used to
how just how great the lon-:y




! ﬁfent, of
y had Httle
tion than

1

ce-cha

engineers and
mo:
iles et

On

e sultation at least someé’ ‘“
or-| these

the Eﬁvlmnment’s‘ “But if there was early con- |

“Farmers are prepared’’
mﬁe ne-ed for this o
don;’t bsing“ 5

et Coul
¥{"has  de-

probably

follow any

Y i t, | be
: 'rma.n of the .decislon taken by the City
rbury ‘branch of the| Council over the
1 ,Famars- /,Uni

road.
City Council is being told bv

.On_Satu members of
‘the Distdct Councit tou‘l'ed
the three proposed routes.
Afterwards, the council’
leader, Cllr Arthur Porter,
said: “We' held the tour
because many council mem-
bers, particularly those from
Whitsta.ble and Herne Bay,
are not familiar with the
plans or the area.

*“We felt that before we
could even consider it, it
would be helpful to see the
rout.es and the problem,
“When we discussed this a
the ‘Policy Committee we felt
that as the Oa.nterbur'y
cdouncillors had studied this
in so much depth it would be
presum uous . to 1 ake such
a decision for

'Wq felt thaat. ?t'ubably the

Di % d be for the
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Britain’s bridle

path to

“ITS NOT the road to Europe,
it's the road to Eternity,” said a
Dover church minister of the
A2 last year. Three soldiers had
just been crushed to death in
their car by a juggernaut lorry
under Watersend Bridge, near
Lydden.

The southernmost 22 miles of
the A2, from Boughton Street via
Canteri)ury to Dover, are perhaps
the most embattled streteh of
highway in Britain. The road is
narrower now than it was in
Roman times, yet some six mil-
Jion vehicles—about one ‘in ten
is a heavy lorry—plough their
noisesome way through :its
towns and villages each year.

The sheer misery of living
anywhere along the A2 is brought
forcefully to life in an exhibition,
A2 Eurorome‘? at Canterbury, Col-
lege of Art, opening tomorrow..
Graphic. wdemgn students ' have
-{made: a :50-foot scale model ' of:
the long-suffering 22-mile stretch,
analysing the problems and pos-
sible solutions in a style meriting
the attention of the Secretary for
the Environment, Geoffrey
Rippon.

Part of the exhibition is the
Environment Department’s own
plans for a Canterbury by-pass,
still being considered, and details:
of other by-passes planned or
already’ bemg built on the A2.

»-hl.?uld
_life" and limb. And with Jorries’

'tO

Europe

But by-passes, say the students,
are only a temporary answer,
They would ease the intolerable
pressures: on village and urban
life in South Kent, but they would
also destroy much of its farmland
and wild life. What is needed,
they © argue, is segregation of
lorries and cars and—more im-
portant — massive improvement
of rail services.
~i A special animated cartoon
envisages high-speed hovertrains
taking much of the commuter

_ pressure off the road, leaving it

for freight and local traffic,
Motorists could be seduced into
rail'travel, suggest the students,
by mdmdua] family compart-
ments equipped with the luxuries
of ‘a high-speed car.

An improved rail service would
ease the agonies of noise, fumes,
g damage and danger to

alone’"on “the VA2 using 10,000
gallons of fuel a day, it would
leave ‘restricted oil supplies for
those who really need them.

The road surface, too, would
be spared its present pounding
Excavations ‘show that even the
Romans resurfaced it four times.
And as fari back as 1527, ithe
French ambassador cumplamed
Henry ' VIII = about ! the
“ extremely ruinous state "' of the

* main London road at Canterbury

Most ‘notorious of ‘the A2’
bottlenecks is the once’ tranquu
village of Bridge, through whi
a vehicle passes every fmn'
seconds, a heavy lorry every 46
seconds. Members of Bridge A2
protest group expect six million

' vehicles to have roared through
their' H‘xgh Street by the end of

this year. |

The exhibition compares life
today in such villages with memo-

| ries of only 30 years ago Sheep '

, were driven along the High

Street; children played football
in the road and skated on it in
winter.

Now villagers have to shout to
make themselves heard in their
front rooms, They lie awake at
night, in beds vibrating to the
traffic.  Some fear to go shopping
because lorries often mount the
narrow . . pavements. School
teachers are relieved each day
when all their children arrwe
safely.

Romans using the Canterbury-
Dover road faced exile or enslave-
ment'in the mines if they broke
the severe weight limits in theu‘
carts or chariots. Now the.
lorries tested for overwe ght
loads—more than a third of those
tested in the last six months were
greakmg the law—face moderate

nes, 1

Kelvin Bredia

Twenty-two mﬂes of agony and despair deplcfed in a Eﬂft sca.l&
model of the A2 at the Canterbury exhibition

v g i

'I‘he students have a'lsn ven‘
the lorry-drivers their say. Here,
too, the picture is black. Jugger-
naut men admit that conditions
on the A2 make them angry. Long
delays in jams, multiplicity of
road signs; constant manceuvring
round buses and parked cars com-
bine to have them in a fury by
the time they reach Dover.

The number of heavy lorries
using ferry facilities at Dover
have gone up this year by 19%
per cent. An even sharper rise is
expected next year. The troubles

of the A2 are increasing much
faster than Government efforts to
e?‘fg t!il.‘lem te? is from
uroroute ? open
10am'to 6pm at Canterbury Cal-
lege of Art, New Dover Road,

Canterbury jrom tomorrow mml
Thursday.

Anthony Holden







s the A2
_ the road of the future? )
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BLEAN WOOD ARgp,
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Presence of other plant:

~ White, Silver Spotted m_a_un_ﬂ.‘li

G w.nMnﬂ“ ﬁxuﬂuh.MSo- chalk
for orchi wel

ﬂ_wconu.m_...:u animal life 52.&33-%

. whilst Waxwings are amongst

~ unusual birds seen there.

nightingales.
the Nailbourne running through by nightingal
Canterbury, Temple Ewell .u_..n_ w..._nna
| respectively. All Eouo,_a i:n_:o in
and around the water including

trout and other fish.

its length
the A2 runs across chalk noi.”._mﬂi

and in one area through oak
woodland on clay, These provide
1.2:.: for specialised wildlife !
including certain rare species.

Although the areas of scientific
interest either side of the A2 are
not in the direct path of proposed
by-passes and road widening schemes,
such sch may alter diti to
such an extent that certain species may
be unable to survive. Unless
precautions are taken some of the
orchids and butterflies could
disappear from this area altogether.
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Harbledown

Dunkirk

Boughton Street

( .dral silhouette presents an impressive focal point as one approaches Canterbury. The City Council has recently
)t to ban lorries over 10 tons from Rheims Way (a vital link in the A2) because of the traffic problems they cause.

The extraordinary width of this lor ) afely

on Street resumes the ¥
passing other large vehicles along thi

A few minutes of peace as Bought : .
the quiet tranquillity of a sleepy English village.




aots
hazardous Work

Pover town t entre

rouress shy

and danse (¢
o croas channel lotries 4,

4 cigns and poot
Confusing road s

al
traffie cause
improve this section which will €

and cars, The A2 is the
Hera TIR larria

an route hatw
. X aan Londan and the Contine
% wait before ?wa&-ﬁﬁ the chanr 16f i,__; :

Single file §
traffic

A good view of the surrounding Kentish
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juggernaut failed to take this pend resulting |
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Wi _:‘o:w: a narrow steep cutting with several
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The Roman Road System
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mm A2 in 1976
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BRIDGE

SUMMER

Tourist traffic
(many drivers new to English roads)
Hitch-hikers

Glare and dappled sunlight on road
surface

Extra traffic on the August Bank
Holiday

AUTUMN

Fog
Leaves on the road
Low lying mist in the S




JUGGERNAUTS”-A2

Dover Docks to Brenley Corner as seen by the Lo

rrydriver
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The Village

The Village stands on the principal trading route
from the Capital to the Port. Since ancient times it
has been used as a waystation by travellers on the
Highway being some twelve miles from the Port and
sixty miles from the Capital.

Progress tended to leave the Village unspoiled and
older folk retired there.

The Highway, however, had lost none of its import-
ance over the years as a trading route. Nor had it
1; grown any safer.

| One day an old Villager was knocked down and
| killed in the main street by a trade vehicle. This is
where our story really begins.
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CANTERBURY

The Beginnings

lity, concern had Leaflets are printed. At first these are
ality,

met witp,

|
| the fat i and hostility, but w =
| At least twWo <$n_wmn“ﬁ_uﬂc<a33m3 level regarding | wm\wﬁﬁ\o:ﬂ:m bl mwm Qmm%:%*:ﬁn Petition js Cirey),
| been mxvammmﬂmeumm obvious that @ general increase O e ncouragingly High umﬂnm:ammm w_a man, jt om%:&
Ll i ing goods, Was : : of the vj ies
m Mmm:_un_m_: particular vehicles oyl > signatures. The Village is beginning to %EM__A__mama.
| imminent. the idea that Progress has not passed it Y en to
" i f the " =l x
g built to the North Eirhs e
A o ghway. TheNew RA. 10l rs do not want the v
o ould attract to the Highway much of 3 ; raffic and ask that
it was feared, W native route to the port. Government make a special road taking it the
not through the Village. Past ang

traffic then using an alter
ﬁ”m o(mm a longer route and already overloaded.
Recognising that the petition is a necessary first

unlimited movement .. ‘
stage but that it will have little real effect L
e

; t of
Worried by the prospec + two of the Villagers

‘JUGGERNAUTS-A2

Dover Docks to Brenley Corner as seen by the Lo
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ir narrow street A S
:._Ghmdhammﬂ_ forces in an effort to forewarn their Government, the Villagers accept this and plan t
[ %mrmoi_m of the danger make their protest in other ways. i
| nel 7
B # = T ‘ \\;\’L

The Campaign

xt year shows an increase of activities. Failure
in the braking system of a trade vehicle on a hill

The ne

outside the Village, causes a crash. This evokes
further opposition to the traffic now funnelling
through from the New Road.

Resistance soon becomes visible. A large notice
appears mysteriously overnight in the main street:
SLOW — people LIVE here.

A month later, in October, fifty of the Village youth
organised by the younger of the Two Villagers
march through the streets repeating the request of
the petition.

This is the first hint of militancy.

Itis to .vm noted that during the preceding four
years eight people have been killed and forty-nine
injured on the Highway within the boundaries of
the Village.

The next mulsa one hundred and fifty inhabitants
take part in the second public demonstration.

They carry coffins.

At the same time periodical reports and leaflets are
printed and distributed in the area by the Two
Villagers. Caricatures of the Government Department
concerned draw attention to the problem but also
bring hostility from the Government Representative
for the area. This is the year of the General Election.

rrydriver

|
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The Campaign Continues

In the May the Villagers tally the through traffic.

d. Two months later an effigy

i are justifie
il b ber abed is carried through the

of a Government Mem! t
streets: ‘Asleep 10 our need’.

Realising the problem affects all the <_:,mmmw on the
Highway an attempt is made to form a joint Highway
Committee. This is unsuccessful and the Villagers

retire to thei

Each of the General Election candidates is approached
to divine his attitudes to the Special Road. The
existing representative is not returned — he denounces
the campaign. One of the other candidates promises
to support them, and is duly elected.

I ————————

immediate problems — the Special Road.

The New Road had been built in the kno |

soon the country would be entering .:35 edge that
both of two u_‘o_mn,a involving an m:nammm%am or
One — a major engineering project 5<o_<5_: trade,
traffic with another country, the other an a_ﬂ.m__,
with a bloc already engaged in mutual ﬁqmn_m liance
firm decisions can as yet be made. ing. But ng
To clarify the issue as far as the future use of
Highway is concerned and the request for %_ the i
Road, are the main aims of the campaign j,.m Special
in traffic aggravates what is already Umnoq.:. € Increase
intolerable situation. The traffic takes pri s

the Villagers' needs. Prionity.oves

No Special Road is planned. The campaign continues,

N,
,V

‘JUGGERNAUTS-A2

Dove
r Docks to Brenley Corner as seen by the Lorrydriver

Locally dismay is voiced at the small budget which
.:a Government have now allocated for the piece |
_EU_‘o<m3m:3.8 the Highway. The New mmv_‘mwmamw
tive and the Villagers continue to press their %333.
Time passes — but nothing is resolved. i

Four years later a passive resistance protest is
organised. For the first time evidence of outside
sympathy is present. The Villagers sit down in th
road and stop the traffic. Arrests are made but %
n:mqmm.m are not preferred. The Village receives
publicity from the local press and the regi
broadcasting network. o

One week later another sit-d
) r -down protest i i
village at the beginning of the Highway ey

Traffic increases a
C s do the accidents and i
hold public meetings to discuss the aw:umﬂ_ﬁm e

M
<mﬂzﬂm %,wmdmmmﬁ M_”an i:n: the driver of a giant
I ad crashes through a sho
main street of the Village. The n.‘mm:uoonc_‘m me%_‘wrm

dawn in early sum
mer, i b
gt r. The family asleep upstairs

Forty-eight hours later the Villagers block the road !

for one hour. Traffi
. Traffi i
i C comes to a standstill. No arrests

M%n___«os;:e azm.m mo<m35m:~ Engineer is sent to
o :amu a public meeting regarding the traffic on the
ghway and the noise and vibrations, \w




The Highway Committee

ncern especially as the
dely publicised, the Villagers call a

the nearby City, which is well
ast the Highway Committee

Heartened by this show of co

visit has been wi

public meeting in
| attended and so at |
| becomes a reality.
a bold sign on the shattered

| The Villagers then paint
shop front. It asks for a ban on the Giants and

demands the Special Road. The police and the local
government turn a blind eye to the gesture.

The Highway Committee descend on the Port.
Visiting the foreign consulates, they lodge petitions
requesting support and ask that their nationals write
to the Government complaining about the dangers of

the Highway.

e

The Villagers continue the publicity campai
it to the Capital itself. They employ a EMMH. taking
reveille outside the Government's offices, in m%mJ_%E

’ ort

to waken them up.

A further census of traffic shows a massive i
especially of large trade vehicles from Mﬂwwm_hnﬂmmm
Government agree 0 further investigation 3.5 he
Highway's problems and the team sent by the ey
the Two Villagers to join them in their wocgma invite
inspection down the Highway. A local m:m_:mmﬂo*

to guide the party and point out the hazards agrees

Escorted by police they move down the Hi

- igh
are met at every village by aaBo:mZm:o:m,mﬁﬁmM and
speak to some of the inhabitants about the am:mmmmms

' The Outcome

The Villagers demand now bec :

| omes an

They ﬁ.r_,mmﬂm: to hold a sit-down amao““ﬁm.zca.

| involving one thousand people. This threat s

i m:amoﬂrm<amn_am882<:ocﬂ s
,
,

Leaflets announcing the decision ar :
: : ed
| every door in every village along the Iwwnﬂ%a through
Support grows and outside help from the n u\._._
ing villages is promised and given. eighbour-

One week before the protest t ;

, summoned to the local police ”MHM‘%@K_M_M@Q“ are

, that as the instigators of the proposed mnzo_.H ”nm_.:mu

| coutd Tace possible arrest. The Villagers refus g
back down. The reason for the change of m:.m to

| towards the protest is worrying. itude

“”%“M: mﬂm Alternative R
. Char
and then nawwwus i

The immediat
€ outcome i
D utcome is th .
_:mﬂﬁﬂmﬂ the Giants canoaw Mnm%ﬁuﬂ and the
is c_,ozc:ﬂ_m:m_ assembly the case for :ﬁo mﬁ :
P by eleven area Sn*mum:..mz,awﬁ_m_ Road

The Villagers ;
il get their Road. T
w . The .
m:.Mﬂ.n the next few years plans <3< ““.M vcm_.os_ﬁa vy
e Special Road begun. drawn up




The real problem is with people.

We have allowed ourselves to develop a highly
wasteful consumer society. At every level from the
corporation to the private individual we contribute
to this prodigious waste.

‘We believe the goods we consume to be essential to
our way of life, just as we accept the motor car with -
its .g_a symbols of power and prestige.

Ir Qu%u vaacs_o and satisfying our wants we




Department of the Environment

2 Marsham Street London SW1P 3EB
Direct line 01.212 7117

Switchboard 01-212 3434

John Purchese Esq Your reference
Chairman A2 Group

Mill Cottage Our reference
Bekesbourne

CANTERBURY Date

Sens {S November 1973

Dear Mr Purchese

A 1 You will be aware that the Department has announced that the public and local
authorities in the Canterbury area are to be asked for their views on possible
alternative routes for a Southern by-pass of the City. The situation is described
in an explanatory booklet which will be available at local Council offices and
post offices from Wednesday 7 November. A copy of this publication is attached.
We would be very grateful if you could give us any comments you may have on the
routes by 4 January; a questionnaire for this purpose is included in the booklet.

24 The alternatives will be shown in more detail at a public exhibition to be
held in the Slater Art Gallery at the Beaney Institute from 16-20 November., Staff
will be present to discuss the possible routes throughout the exhibition, which
will be open at the times given in the booklet. We hope that as many people as
possible will be able to attend.

Yours sincerely

o) .
| STV ——W

M W McD CAIRNS

Enc



Editor

FOCUS - A

Bigberry Hill,
Harbledown.
ON 1@L§3 Tel Canterbury 63459,

The letter reproduced overleaf has been sent to:

The Regicnal Controller, (Mr. Oversby-Powell)
(Roads & Transportation, South Eastern)
74 Epsom Road
Guildford,
Surrey.

and a copy sent to the Minister, Mr. John Peyton, c/o the House of Commons.

If you agree with its contents then you should write your own letter,
because this may be the only way the Minister will take notice.

No doubt you have seen the green "Consultative Document" issued by the
Dept. of the Environment. It is not a particularly informative paper, and
if there are any points on which you would like further information, or opinion,
you know where to find me to ask!

Don't hesitate, it has been my policy to consult with the wvillage over the
solution to problems, and I hope by now you are beginning to feel involved in
some way in decisions which affect you. Do not underestimate the effect of
public opinion on the Dept. of the Environment; do not be discouraged.

Central Government is supposed to act on our behalf for our own and the
National interest, and it uses our money to do it!

Pu?lished by A.G.L, Payne. Woodside, Bigberry Hill, Harbledown.
Printed by PDC Copy Service, 129, High Holborn, London W.C.l.



Deax 8ir,

Cnnteibgizew;:; : a‘ﬁth the conversztion we had Suring the Minister’s wisit to
Iew attention 5 2 .
ing the Harbledown by-pass. to 2 oomtradiction iz tie stated wiews comoerm—

I also hope you will remember that 1 expressed my Goits aout the walue of
writing to you on this subject, but You gave me your assurasce tiat the poizts I
wish to raise would be given every comsideraticn

The A2 is a principal route in a Europezn network and carries 2o mousoally
high proportion of heavy freight and holiday tomrist trafsic, a.l of which is By
passable. The estimate of only 50% of traffic flow being bylpassazle is mot
accepted by many of us whe live alonc the present 2. An accur-te figure C== D2
obtained by holding a proper origin ana degtinaticn ;EITEJ in Centerbury. Further-
more, it is known that 80% of T.T.m. traffic passing oot of Dower is bound Sor
Belgium and I view the Department's opiniom on the reductiom of traffic oo =his
route after the opening of the Channel Tummel with a great deal of sceptici.m.

I feel sure the citizens of Canterbury znd District will resist any atTe=pt
by the Dept. of the Environment to pass off a single carriageway by-pass of
Canterbury as a solution to their trafiic prcblen: :értic;la:ly.if there is a
veiled hope at the Dept. that the Harbledown by—nas;, Rheims Way anc the resic—
ential area of the New Dover Road are to be cve::useé to :eliev; an inadegu=te
outer by-pass.

Prior to, and during the Harbledown inguiry, the Department's view was that
the proposed new single carriageway at Harbledown would have a useful life as a
principal route to the Western side of the City after the opening of the Canterbury
by-pass.

At the Harbledown ingquiry this was disputed by myself and the Canterbury
Society. Evidence was also given, in the form of extracts fram the Minutes of
the Bridge-Blean Rural District Council and in the statement on behalf of the
Canterbury City Council, to the effect that a by-pass of the City of Canterbury
would be a preferable method of relieving traffic through Harbledown village, and
that the Harbledown proposal should be deferred pending a firm cdecision on the
design and construction of the Canterbury by-pass.

In his report, the Inspector agreed with the cbjecticns to the Harbledown
by-pass, but recommended its construction because the Dept. had given no evidence
of their intention to build a Canterbury by-pass.

On Thursday Mr Peyton stated publically that he has 1976 in mind as a start-
ing date for the Canterbury by-pass, with completion by 1978. This is only two
years after the projected opening of a very expensive (nearly half @ million
pounds) and envircnmentally destructive single carriageway which creates as many
problems as it solves and which has been described by the Dept. as an "Interim

Measure".

Now at last in your Consultative Document (para. 8) you have agreed that a
route to the City by way of a Wincheap Radial road from the Canterbury by-pass
is more satisfactory than through Harbledown:

Even without a Wincheap Radial Rocad, the removal of through traffic from
Harbledown would bring very acceptable relief to the village.

In view of the need to restrain unnecessary public expenditure, preserve
agricultural land, and some of the finest countryside within si¢ht of the |
Cathedral, will you give every consideration to the abandonment of the Harbledcwn ‘
scheme in favour of early completion of the Canterbury by-pass?

A public inquiry into the Canterbury proposal, which will udmit evidence on
the Harbledown problem, is desperately needed. At the same time, will*the Dapt,.
publish its Transportation and Road network policy for East Kent?

!

I am confident that a Dept. which is keeping its plans and performance under
review must re-examine the Harbledown proposal,




KENT COUNTY COUNCIL Roads D'epartment |

SE
A.D. W. SMITH, KENT HOUSE.
B.Sc.(Eng.), C.Eng., F.1.C.E., M.l.Mun.E., LOWER STONE STREET,
M.InstH.E. MAIDSTONE. 1115 6LA

COUNTY SURVEYOR

YOUR REF. 15/55/1  This matter is being dealt with Maidstone 65400 Ext. 235

b 4 le
T AER 2 BIE T s  Eed KA SR Y

S4/BB/2 10th December, 1973

Dear Mr.Soilleux, _
Yellow Bar Markings, A2, Bridge

I apologise for the delay in replying to your letter of

the 22nd November.
I personally am not convinced that yellow.bar ma.rklnﬁS_d bl
are the answer, as those which have been;laid down on L

Hill made no difference to the speed of traffic. I v
have suggested to the Regional Controller that a more posi
form of speed control should be used and I now await his

instructions.

BRIDGE-BLEAN RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL COUNCIL OFFICES,
| OLD DOVER ROAD,

(ENTRANCE FROM COSSINGTON ROAD)

CLERK OF THE COUNGIL: |.F. SOILLEUX, D.M.A, MLLG.A.
TREASURER: B.G. S.HASTE, AA.C.C.A, A.R.V.A, ALCIS. CANTERBUR\’. KENT
ENGINEER & SURVEYOR: P J.THACKRAY, C.EnG., M. MUN.E. AM.ILH.E.

| SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR:  J.W.A.BREWSTER, FAP.H.IL CTi 3DH

TELEPHONE: CANTERBURY 884il (4 LINES)
YouR REF.

e e e s B 55/

Clerk to Brij
Council Offj 19 December 1973

01d Dover K
Canterbury, Dear Mr Lewis
CT1 3DH. :
B ' A.2 TOWN HILL, BRIDGE
GRS. Please reply impers :
ease reply imp: With reference to your letter of the 14 November

last, I enclose herewith a copy of one dated

10 December 1973 received from the County Surveyor.
I feel we must await the Regional Controller's
views

Yours sincerely

Thettio

GlerkioT o Conncil i

B=A Lewis &sq |
1 High Street
Bridge

Canterbury CT4 5JY

Enc,

H/LT



THE CANTERBURY SOCIETY

Hon.T > i
; reasurer. Chairman. Hon.Secrctary
¥ 'R ] 5 : . ; | :
obinson, Lsq. Prof.B.Keith-Lucas, Miss H.Alpin
1
20 King Strect, 26 Orchard Strect,
Canterbury Cantorbury

D A{" [
ear Ceoy

1 . 3 s :
have pleasurc in cnclosing the conmments of the Canterbury Society
on the proposals for the Canterbury Southorn By-pass ( A2 ) set out in

the Consultative Document issued by the Departnent of the Environment
last nonth.

Yours sincercly,

A CoAettr

Assistant Hon. Secretary.

e 2 5

2 TACK OF DASIC DATR ——

The basic questions underlying any consideration of a by-pass are,

what is the volume and nature of the traffic that would be diverted
from the Canterbury Ring Road to the by-pass, both now and in the
future? There secms to be no evidence that this question has been
asked and answered by the consultants on the basis of recent origin
and destination surveys. On the contrary, it scems that they have
talzen Buchanan's figﬁres and adjusted thesc in the light of known

devclopments in the last few years. But figures relating to 1968-9

bhelong to another era - the time before the enormous growth of cross-

channel 'juggernaut' traffic - and no amount of adjustment of old

fipures can nroperly reflect such a revolutionary change.

Similarly, we doubt whcther tho effect. of the Channel Tunnel on

traffic that would use the bypass has bcen given adequate

consideration - certainly there is 1ittle evidence of this in the

document, which merely makes the vaguc statement that
he M20 to folkestone

consultative

‘the proposcd Channel Tunnel and extension of t
the A2 but the volume of through

2 ;
Other independgnt forjcasts
annel TIR traffic will use the

should provide a measure of relief to
traffic will still be considerable:
that only 15% of the cross-ch

and that after the building of the Tu
d be as great as the present

suggest
nnel the volume of A2

Tunnel,
traffic bypassing Canterbury in 1984 coul

traffic on Rheims loy. Whether such forecasts arc reliable or not,
there is at present no way of judging: no studies from official 2 |

L —— R — __===----III.il




CANTIRBURY SOUTHRRN BY-PASS ( A2 )

\

Comments by the Canterbury Society on the Consultative Document (November
1973) issued by the Department of the Environment, and on the related

exhibition.
1 PUBLIC iARTICIPATION

R A initiative
We welcome the shsabive taken by the Department of the Environment

in setting up an exhibition to inform the public about the A2 bypass
proposals. In most respects this was admirably conceived; a
particularly valuable feature was the fact that experts from the
consultancy and the Kent County Council were in attendance and were
fully orepared to discuss and explain . This exercise in public
relations was apparently the first of its kind to be provided by the
Department, and we think it must have been gratifying to the organisers
that the attcndance wus so good = ‘

C‘EEE—;;E;;;st so keen.

The one serious fahlt on the public rclations side was that the

information presented in the ‘consultative document' is sketcgﬂy,
particularly in regard to present and estimated traffic flows and
the relationship of the proposed by-pass to the traffic pattern of
the Canterbury area as a whole. Could the Consultants report to

the Minister not be published in full?

2 LACK OF BASIC DATA

The basic questions underlying any consideration of a by-pass are,

what is the volume and nature of the traffic that would be diverted

from the Canterbury Ring Road to the by-pass, both now and in the

future? There scems to be no evidence that this question has been
asked and answered by the consultants on the basis of recent origin
and destination SUrveys. On the contrary, it scems that they have {v
talcen Buchanan's figuree and adjusted thcse in the light of known
developments in the last few years. But figures relating to 1968-9 !}
belong to another era - the time before the enormous growth of cross-
channel 'juggernaut' traffic - and no amount of adjustment of old l
figures can properly reflect such a revolutionary change.

Similarly, we doubt whcther the effect.of the Channel Tunnel on
traffic that would use the bypass has bcen given adequate
consideration - certainly there is little evidence of this in the
? consultative document, which mercly makcs the vaguc statcement that

'the proposcd Channel Tunnel and extension of the M20 to f'olkestone

ghould provide a measure of relief to the A2 but the volume of through |

£ :
will still be considerable! Other independgnt forfcasts . ‘!

traffic
annel TIR traffic will use the 13

suggest that only 15% of the cross=ch |
and that after the building of the Tunnel the volume of A2 } 
anterbury in 1984 could be as great as the present ?
Whether such forecusts arc reliable or not,

Tunnel,
traffic bypassing C

traffic on Rheims Voy.

there is at present no way of judging: no gtudies from official
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we

-
ources appesar to have been published
L )

and we suspcet I
. I they have not

Another such question relateS to the form that the tunnel will
take. The idea of a 'rail only' tunnel has becn brusqéﬁy dismissed
in Porliament and by the Kent County Council as hopel

are coutained in a consultant's report which has not
been and nmay not be published. Yet the possibility thoat the Tunnel

might take this form cannot yet be ruled out entircly, especially in

vicew of the deepening ¢il crisis; and this possibility ought thcerefore

to have been considered as one alternative in any attempted ecstimate
of future traffic flows on the A2,

Where, thercfore, therc should have been a traffic analysis based
on newly-collected statistics and taking properly into account major
new developments (eg.the colossal growth of traffic through the port
of Dover, and the Tunnel in at lcast two of its projectcd forms),we
have instead what appears suspiciously like guesswork bascd on
outdated statistics. It is o pity that the case for the bypass,
which is a strong one, should have been prusentcd on such a poor

foundation,.

THE ALTERNATIVE ROUTES

The nrguments for and against the three suggested routes are well

statcd in the consultative document. Route B is the solution we
favour: a bypass should be a road throukgh open country, not one that
marlks the outermost boundary of a city's residential arcas, as Route
A would be in effect before long. But it nceds to be conceived, if
possiblz, in such a way as to scrve the needs of local as well as
through traffic; and it is in this respect that ROUEES A and B are
acceptable whereas C is not.

Bearing in mind the fact that whatever route is chosen, it would
5till nced to be planned in detanl, we suggest that it might be found
possible to diverge southward from the line shown for Route B on the

map so as to avoid derolishirng Vinescole House and destroying the

rural character of lMerton Lane

SINGLE OR DUAL CARRIAGEVAY ?
The lack of proper cnguiry
we think, in the proposal that the bypass &
’Iho assumption underlying this argument is
might be carrying 22,000 vchicles 2 day wh
handling only half this number at most.

cance has becn offered in support o

that by 1991 the Ring Road
jle the bypass would be
But no evidence of any

bst f this calculation.
su

ven if this estimete (or guess) were
carriagemay would be disastrously

to prove correct, however,

we think that to build a single
mietoken, becouse

(1) Much of the traific using the bypass,
On a single carriagoway two 1

in both dircctions,would be

IR 1 : ijnes of such traffic,cach
1k Oorricse.

essly uneconomic;

as to the basic facts shows most obviously,

hould be single-carriageway,

Y1)
=

2



)

< 11 2.[ t fI om l, 1 k wo | [ O ] t ~ % \
2aC 1 (+] mrbi ul( hm’l G O n:]. y .-f Mminimum le rance

; ‘ V I C i c Qu tHe(‘:n
thO lluneSG Ill\.ﬂ (l.ﬂll{.,;or.'a t" Lﬂb‘ d. ivers Of t]l(..' 40Tl (."B‘

{\nd leO ve v'\:]. l t(l an Y G y’c l 'i C,‘t 3 ‘"rbc wer
}-M : ; ! ,
(2) Ilg"nd W'D‘llld be i 1 oV t

carriageway s i
geway standard to permit conversion at a later date. Thus the
single carriageway would ropresent only a Shentl saviag

to other traffic

o rash as to vonturc on the
y Lceed no underlining.

and that a temporary one - on tho cost of a dual carriagevay.

(3) A sinple carriageway would moke it difficult or impossible to link
the A28 cffcetively with the bypass. On the present plan for a single
carriagueway, there would be an interchange only for A28 (Winchcap)
traffic turning south.

(4) To join two dual carriageways vith four to soven miles of single

carriagueway is o surc redipe for congestion and reoising the azccident rate.

THE A28 , WINCHEAP RADIAI, AND HARLLDDOWN

Traffic on the A28 shows the higesi rate of incrcase for any major
road in the¢ Canterbury arca. It is c¢learly very important that an

carly decision should be made about the proposed Wincheap Radial in

order to recliecve Winchceap. But the Winchoap Radial (as the consultative

document points out) would also offer the obvious entry route to the
city for traffic using the A2; for this reason too, o decision about
this radial route is a matter of urgency - it needs to be »planned

in conjunction with the bypass. It is to be hoped that central and

local government will recognise that on this question they have mutual
rosponsibilities and opportunities . Close co=operation between the
two is absolutely necessary.

The new sense of urgency concerning the AZ bypass (1978 is now
being mentioned as a possible completion date, in coatrast to ! the
carly 1980's ! forccast of not long ago) makes the Harblcedown bypass
appear in an cven more dubious light than previously. The Harbledown
bynuss, on which work is duc to start next year,has been justified on
the grounds that it will give a fow vears' relief from through traffic
before the A2 bypass is built, But if the period of relicf is now to
be only tio or throe years, can this be worth the spending of nearly
half a million pounds coupled with irrctriewable cnvirenmental damage ?
(The subsidiary argument which hos been advanced, that the Harblcdown
bypaﬁa sill be needed for local traffic nlone once the A2 bypass has
siphoned off the through tr%ﬁf}édufan only be regarded as on

unsubstantiated afterthousght; chcn less plausible in the light of the

Department's point that a Wincheop Radial would be the best entry route

to the city from the A2.)

CONCLUSIONS
We conclude,thercfore, that

(1)It is unfortunate that the proposals for the A2 bypass have been







Th n z G u i Hon. Secretary/ Treasurer:
Chairman: ! )
e 'o p John Purchese, Brian A. Lewis,

i idge
i ttage, Bekesbourne 1 High Street, Bridge,
,él:alritsrcl’mryg. Kent ‘ Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Iy i ‘
Please 1epl@8l 1 | High Street, Bridge,
: . Canterbury, Kent. CT4 5JY.

receipt of the commﬂ@@g;on the

acknowledge with thah s
rwarded to me by your*ﬁggistant

Canterbury by-pass

hilst congratulating the Society on the compréhgnsive
' the situation, I would comment on paragraph five:
i It is stated that 1978 is now being mentioned as &

possible completion date. In my view this is extremely optimistic. |
You will recall that following the opening of the exhibition, '
Mr. John Peyton stated that he was hopeful for a start by 1976 but |
added that this would only be achieved providing that a public enqui#
is discounted. Clearly we can not discount such an eventuality and
must look for at least 1978 for commencement, and even this could be

in dispute after the governments recently announced £1200m cut-back

~in public expenditure.

Spal Harbledown by-pass is, as you rightly state, due to st

" next year. On the basis that this will be completed by 1976, I think/
" you must agree that the period of relief is more likely to be four 01

- five years rather than two or three as suggested. [

o

Yours sincerely, |
(gﬂhw [)-Iglﬁ {
g

Brian A, Iewis:
Sec/Treasurer, A2 Group.



Chairman: Hon. Secretary/Treasurer:
John Purchese Brian A, Lewis,

Mill Cottage, Bekesboume, 1 High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Please reply to:-
1, High Street, Bridge, |
Canterbury, Kent., GT4:5J%,
31lst December 1973,
Regional Controller,
Department of the Environment,
74, Epsom Road,
ord, Surreye.

Dear lir. Oversby-Powell,

S "I find it necessary to write to you personally as it appears
8gible to attain positive action from others.
?1‘ I refer to my correspondence with both your department and
‘rcounty Gouncil in connection with the provision of yellow bar

i As you know, bars were laid on Brldge Hill on 22nd August
‘an experinent,

I understand from the Kent County Surveyor that you were to
> the proposal for similar markings on Town Hill to Department of
Environment headquarters for decision at that level, andxviah to
ire &s to the butcome.

B
R Ar

\'vzj;gare auecessful, but should you be of the opinion t

Yours sincerely,

mD-ﬁm

L T

Brian A. Lewis:
Sec/Treasurer, A2 Group.




I l‘ 1‘2 G “p ! Hon. Secretary/Treasurer:
e ro Sobn Pars Brian A. Lewis,

John Purchese
Mill Cottage Bekesbourne, 1 High Street, Bridge,

Canterbury, i(em Canterbury, Kent

We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Please reply to:-
1, High Street, Bridge,

canter‘bury Kent. CT4 5JY.

_' . 301118111,

Bridge

I apologise for the delay in acknowledging rece'i‘ﬁf:t:xt your
dated 19th December together with a copy of one dated

th Dacember received from the County Surveyor. ) ;::"

. D) Have now written to the Regional Controller a.nd encloae
or my letter of todays date for your 1n:£'oma.tion. I 1!111

a copy of reply as soon as it is to hand.

Yours sincerely,

e B 0

Brian A, Lewis:

|

. Sec/Treasurer, A2 Group.




16
Bypartment of the Environment
2 Marsham Street London SW1P 3EB

Direct line 01-212 8396
Switchboard 01-212 3434

B A Lewis Esq

Secretary Your reference
A2 Group

11 High Street Our reference
Bridge :

Canterbury Date

9 Jemvary 1974

CANTERBURY SOUTHERN BY-PASS

Thank you for sending us a completed questionnaire
recording your group's reactions to the alternative routes
we-suggested-for this rcad. Your views, together with
those of the other pecple who have written to us, will

be considered carefully before the Secretary of State
comes to his decision.

\Z’--——J" [ uvbe-—-l TA 53/16

Department of the Environment
- 2 Marsham Street London SW1 P 3EB

Direct line 01-212 8396
Switchboard 01-212 3434

G WATSON .

igﬁ ggig::e Esq Your reference

g:];is'bggf;ec,r L SHD Our reference
Canter
= : Date
R ‘) January 1974
CANTERBURY SOUTHERN BY-PASS

' Theank y'ou "for sending us a completed questionnaire

recording your reactions to the alternative routes we
suggested for this road. Your views, together with the
othersbeing put to us, will be considered carefully
before the Secretary of State comes to his decision.

4 SO

G WATSON



on Fri “30’ w'fi'
rda ter a
ofhmng ovu-wug.ht lomes): ; :

Wﬂmeﬂd.

London, E7; Charles Wise, of
3 Wells Way, London, SES5;

and

Philip Lane, Tottenham.

chairmm bl’ the
Mr David 'rhom
Mr Hunter If there

Itr Hunter replied that
‘there was one at the actual

Three  other eompa.nles,
who plel@ad g-uilty by letter,
were also ea: , fined £50 with

William Staples, of 46

T Ew 24.194
‘Brake pipe
burst

An B80-year-old Bar'ham
motorist, Arthur Burgess,

mouher at Bridge Hill;
B ber 24, was
fined £5 for havi defective
brakes by St Augustine’s

Wednesday.

Mr Cyril Cmﬂ., for Bur-
gess, of 37Tb The Grove, said
he had bought the car in
May, when it had just got
an MOT test certificate. The
next test on the brakes was
scheduled for 6,000 miles

whose car ran into the back

P

MINISTER for
T ranspbo.tnl
Industries, Mr. John
Peyton, has quickly

ut the brakes on
Canterbury Cfty
Council's plan; to
clear its main road
of heavy lorries. |

The Minister has flung
up a barrier to the sclieme |

by prohibiting the Corpo-
ration, from making the

Canterbury Cityy Coun-
cil voted, by elght to
seven, a fortnlght ago to

| Mr. Peyton clamped his
own ban on this jaction.

inte nds to go-ahead with
its con@rqyersnal plan to make
an order. banning heavy
Jorries from the A2 trunk road
within its boundaries.

By eight votes to seven, the
council decided to make the
order from March 1.

But Mr. John Peyton,
Minister for Transport In-
dustries, has already warned
the council that if they per-
bxs%d m, making the order he

g.voul consu;ierr making a
direction “under the Road
Traffic Regulations Act 1967,
Section 84a (1) (II),
prohibiting the council from
bringing it into operation
without his consent.

He, added . that he might
need w] obtain more informa-
tion,, ‘and opinions before

He announced: ‘Un

view of the effects which

der, if made, would
:-:h:vgron local traffic,
particularly in villages
nearby, an inquiry will be
held: Any person inter-
estetl will be able to
appear. or be represent-
ed

There were protests
from other Kent councils,
haulage firms and associ-
ations, bus and coach
operators and other
bodies and indlvlduals

SANE
But the council still has
allies. Mr. Brian Lewis,

take the view that the ban
should be put into

think it is the sane move
in view of the current
economic 'situation. Un-
less we push for the
Canterbury bypass, I
don't think the thing is
ever going to be built!"’

Record
village
wants

to lose

THE juggernaut protes-
tors, villagers who belong
to the A2 Group near

there nning big lorries terbury's shock b th

weighing hdtluem at Order banning big 3§ When Canter ry’ Canterbury, believe they

Dom and whet were from the A2 trun’k read moye wasadvertised. may qualify for some kind
g within its boundaries. of record.

Perhaps it is for
endurance, They have
been campaigning for

w:ﬂ%&m th - i fludde d i ten
rarely used ~Iad gt exclude JOrties SOVEE ecretary of the A2 safety along their trunk
that it onlydes iy th: ff:fé: tons or 38 feet long after Eroup. szld this week: road for 12 years this
minutes” \ Mg"'th o B o o gk e wholeheartedly sup- week.

MWL port the City Council. We  Or better still, thinks

secretary Mr. Brian
Lewis, they could be in

no::us‘lz.uav _ R - operation as the strongest the Guinness Book of
They were Sea‘boume Ship- ] pggslble protest. '’ Records for the amount of
ping dOP Ltd, of 1/3 River “Far from being an. Press coverage their little
irresponsible move, I village of Bridge has

earned.

Mr. Lewis — appro-
priately, a quantity
surveyor — has been
assessing how many lines
of newspaper space the
A2 campaign has war-
ranted.

He has steered through
[five scrapbooks which the
/Group has compiled and
reports: “The total in

\local and national news-
/papers comes to more

than 6,000 column inches.

‘‘It is amazing that so
much has been written
about a single subject
without people getting
tired of it. Undoubtedly,

| for a village of this size it
| must be unprecedented. "’

J

J

W

=

| lorries crash,

Bridge has borne the
brunt of hair-raising
incidents whieh have
punctuated the A2 cam-
| paign. There 'are 50
| houses  with no front
gardens between them
and the main road to the
| Continent.

Villagers hai: seen
lorries
overturn, lorrics bSreak-
down. Cars have shunted
together in mas« coliision,
houses and shop: have

| crumbled under isupact,
| and regrettably, thcre

o e et e com i
SO0, 3 1 ! 5 Is just
they needed to be checked. sent and in that ¢ W he might B 186t. wide, “lorries ;;'“s

C{amlng down Bridge Hill
on October 24, he had to stop
twice because of the traffic,
and his brakes worked
prnperll;lr_don both occasions.

time he felt a jerk
and the brakes failed. He
pulled out and avoided two
cars, but ran into the third.

It was later found that the
pipe containing the brake
fluid had

burst. Burgess

had denied the charge but,
nndlns lt proved, the chair-

ohn - Greenhouse,
nld' b 'I'hls is only a nominal
fine, as we do not think that
r&p could have known about

hold a ]gcal inq

The pmhlbltlon would app-
lyth the A2 in Canterbury
between St Lawrence Road
on the Dover side, and St
Peter’s roundabout on the ap-
proach from London.

‘|each 46 seconds — but

those are records the

|| residents would like t,
| lose! ;
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THE VIEWS OF YOUNG CONSERVATIVES: NOT NECESSARILY AGREED

for the

-

BY MICHAEL PHILLIPS, POLITICAL OFFICER, BARRY BOROUGH YCs.,

YOUNG LIBERALS fighting the
juggernaut lorries, Canterbury Council
attempting to ban heavy lorries from its
ring road — do heavy vehicles have a
long term future?

Arguments have raged .over the years
as to whether road transport pays its fair
share of track costs by comparison with
rail. A Ministry of Transport study in
1966 concluded that the taxes paid by
road vehicles covered all track costs — °
_roads, police, signalling, etc. — and
showed a surplus to the Exchequer of
. more than £400 million.

" The excise licence for a 32-ton ar-

" = ticulated lorry costs approximately £500.
“~ " Add" fuel tax of the order of £1,300

{(depending upon mileage), and the lorry
can pay £1,800 p.a. towards construction
and maintenance.

The maximum size of lorry now
allowed on British roads is 32 tons gross,

WS ) e AR . 4 ¢

while Common Market countries
propose that this should be increased to
40 tons. This would mean heavier lorries
but certainly not bigger lorries.

Society today relies to an increasing
extent on heavy vehicles torservice its

everyday needs. Itis therefor5 necessary |

to build throughout Britain’a modermn
network of roads capable of taking this
heavy freight' from our  marrow streets
onto, fast open: highways.
argument for this network is. the
proposed overall increase in vehicles
-from, 16 million’ today to 22 million by
1983, ’ ) )

To use lighter vehicles for distribution
would mean an increase in prices for the
housewife, increased congestion on our
roads and less competitive exports.
Surely double the number of light
commercial vehicles is less acceptable
environmentally and economically than
haif the number of juggernauts.

Adequate by-passes and ring roads
offer the only hope of making a major
impact on the lorry problem and the
through-traffic problem generally.

Once these roads are built, lorries
which don’t have deliveries to make can
be kept out of town centres.

Equally, we should restrict the use of

. country lanes by lorries where possible.

“"However, the needs of farms (particularly

Another ®the colfection of "ntilk), “qoarries and.

factoriés adjacent to such’
be met. et Trge "

Many councils do, not;have a realistic
attitude to overnight lotry parks and also
no realistic attitude to traffic problems in
general. Local traffic regulations alréady
control the times and places where goods
can be delivered and/or collected, they
can also control the size of vehicles
allowed within town boundaries and on
narrow country roads. Many do not use
these regulations as they should.

ads have to

vk 4

WITH

" Long-term town planning must now
become a reality, with special emphasis
on off-street access  and . traffic-free
streets a priority. -

It is true that a road accident involving
a heavy goods vehicle is usually more
serious than one involving a private
vehicle, but it is also a fact that road
“accidents involving commercial vehicles
are getting - fewer per million miles
travelled than any other class of vehicle.

I have purposely ignored railways and
canals in this article, for I can see no
economic future for these methods of
transport. Motor cars and lorries have a
long-term future, subject ' to
technological advance.

We can exist with less or without
motor cars: | cannot envisage the day
when we can ignore or substitute the
“economic ' lorry.
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CANTERBURY SOUTHERN BY-PASS (A2)
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES

A consultative document

Department of the Environment
November 1973



1F 3 s aaldrced on 1 March,
Te ity Coumddls order wilt
prodidit ldrries and other
MaSvy vehecies ANY Over
1T s valaden or nger than
32 feetoverall.

They will debanned from the
ity ring road detween St
Peters and Y. George's Place
and aiso from New Dover
Road and Oid Daver Road.

Sut vedwcies of firms based
wm or thase deliver-
ng T the City will de allowed
o use the route, so will post
office trafhic.

mented it quickly — even this
week. But they are honouring
an agreement 1o naotify Traps-
port Minister John Peyton
before taking any action.

_Mr. Peyton could forbid the
city council to put the ban into
operation, or he could make no
comment at all — leaving the
way clear for the heavy traffic
shut-out tostarton 1 March.

Most likely possibility is the
former. It is expected that Mr.
Peyton will forbid actien on
the order and call a public
inquiry into the matter.

L e 1]

The city council could wipe
out their decision by laying a
notice of reversal before the
avthority’s next meeting and
voting on it. This would be
unusual and it is unlikely.

If the ban does become
operational it would be ope-
rated by the police.

If so, the authority could be
faced with beat-the-ban
dodges like ‘‘delivering a
newspaper’’ in the restricted
zone, or outside firms taking
on a local address to become,
on paper, ‘““city based.’”

IT'S WAR! For Canterbury,
the great juggernaut battle is
about to begin in earnest.

§ rentoned

The city council has fired its l‘l:‘l\(':‘\ll“vh\H
salvo at the armies of heavy ROOC
using the city centre A2 route.
‘ ~owing dosiro to take no

tmrv action In the matter

It is also o complete revers

(\f the recommendation by

From Friday, 1 Mareh, jug-
fernauts will be outlawed.
Heavy traffic - with the prob. 3
able exc { buses - will by Wl's P y Works
ﬂn:‘l !‘h\(:‘l‘til‘:‘" l‘\‘:‘ll\‘\u:“l\\ New the council's Publi¢ ot

team
atteo - to take the »
I\\X:;‘\:\R(“d Sid-Ehalmk YAy f\‘\‘:(“q‘\.r‘(ho situation by allowing
A NO-RO area.

By a majority of just one the plan to m.n' “fl(l;:?”::u’\mu:;(nt:;

vote. the city authority on &“‘(“‘ll("‘l*““f::t '::? ::u“. and starts
o\ 3 e, h B0 srbury by

:?e‘rl\lt‘sg‘\‘e\ l(::;‘d%:omd;zl‘sikn ing date for @ Canterbury by
axtoRishing Pate pass. ' y

I an S iooniacs Py counetl's deciar.

‘Al right,

council's wish to protect

BID to f
slam the door o o ferbury - but he firmly

Canterbury on juggernauts

in March has brought strong opposes closing the city to
reactions from some quar- the juggernauts and saying:
ters “We're all right, Jack!

Chairman of the A2 Group,
Mr. John Purchese, wel-
comes the ban: "It is the
only way now, after 11
years’ campaigning, of get-
ting the authorities to do
anything about the problem.
Put themon the spot.””

Mr. E. C. F. Brown, Canter-
bury Constituency Conserv-
ative agent, opposes the
move. ‘‘They have got noth-
ing to lose. They are a
moribund council. They
go out of office on the 1st of
April,” he saidon Monday.

Local M.P. David Crouch says
he understands the city

“ON SPOT"

Mr. Purchese felt the city
council were tackling the
Government in the right
way.

‘“This puts them on the spot,””
he said. *‘If traffic is banned
from the road over a certain

MR. JOHN PURCHESE,
chairman, A2 Group.

L REPORTER,

won of outrdlght wir on fhe
Juggoernauts In cortwin to g
volke n showdown with ¢}y
varnmoent Teansport Ministe,
John Peyton

By question must be - if the
ban s enforeed, where will {he
Juggernauts go?

One factor which led to 4
hardening of atttude over the
matter at Thursdny's ful)
council meeting was the [
cember mini-budget

ears were oxprassed thag
the starting date for n city by
poss hoped Lo be around 197¢ .
would be pushed far back by
the announcement of Govern.
ment spending cuts,

Cllr. John Butler, who had

ack’

weight, it is going to hit the
haulage contractors pretty
hard - and the Government
has got to do something
about it."”

He had a word of warning for
the council, though: ‘““The
Government may seize the
road - take itover,’’ he said.

Since this had not been done
when the Greater ILondon
Council brought in a traffic
ban, however, he did not
think it a very great threat
Mr. Purchese said he knew
of no legal ways to hold up
the city council’s order

“It's a pity you have to screw a
Government’s arm behind
its back,”” he commented.

Mr. Purchese warned: “We
know if 1"I.LR.s try to find
their way around Canter
bury they are going to end
up with a lot of T.LLR.s
stuck.”

And he pointed out that the
Department of the Environ
ment had stated that the A20

® BACK PAGE
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AN...

The battle begins. . .

that it had been agreed to give

the Minister of Transport In: .

dustries, Mr. Peyton, advance

notice, Clir. Stanley proposed.

the ban should not start until 1%
March to allow Mr: Peyton to.
be informed. A
He said there was “‘strong-
- public opinion behind banning
Jorries in Canterbury,’ and
felt that the decision to imple-
ment the ban would put pres-
sure on the Minister to give a
firm route and starting date
for the city by-pass.
It would als
ton A

project to b
‘Government spending cuts.
Clir. Arthur Morgan sup-
ported Clir. Staniey’s propos

>

‘Alderman Ernest

Stanley of being
 proposal -

the proposed Channel Tun-
nel m(,:t be forced on to
the A20, . Gy

“For all its 'ault‘!-s; A2 15

preferable to pushing lorries
out into the es,"

Mr. Brown thought the A2
Group had ‘“done a very
good job in. semtn%w Bridge
try” but he felt they might
be in danger of losing

goodwill if they came out in -

- strongsupport of the Canter-
“We all support the idea that

. b wanted
¢ 1o see the Canterbury or
—

<oe Mr. Pey-
m- by-pass -
e delayed by

maven@n{ &

.® FROM PAGE ONE

laxing the ban, because, while
. their motives were just and
. Bood, they realized they were
# not going to get what they
wanted

& Clir. Bill Clarke did not
~ think the proposal was irres-
. ponsible. He said there were a
- humber of cities in the country
* Wwhich banned lorries,
" The "‘question of blackmail'*
over bullding the by-pass con-
cerned him - it had been said
that if the council imple-
. mented the ban, this could
delay the starting date. -

- Clir. Bernard Porter won-
~dered why no alternative
routes for the heavy traffic
“had been suggested. He
wanted to see the city council
make  immediate representa-’
_tions ‘to the Minister that the
"by-pass programme re-

cuts, '

Cllr. Archie Stoakes thought
the exercise of proposing the
" ban to publicise Canterbury's «
“need for a by-pass had been a
. great success, but had been
- taken far enough. He now

- 7 put they might be - one fifth
.~ of Government capital ex-

warned. - §

Mr. Brown pointed out that the
Government had reserve
powers with which it could
revoke the city council's
order. The building of a
Canterbury by-pass could be
delayed, he said, if a public .
- inquiry were called.

Although he sympathised with.
the city council’s concern
for Canterbury residents,
sald Mr, Crouch, his con-

cern was all the people in hi
constituency. :
He pointed out the pr to

residents in rural areas if-
juggernauts were forced to

. travelthrough lanes,

" Mr. Crouch salid he did hope to
raise the guestion of possible
alternative routes with Kent
County Council tomorrow
(Friday), but commented: |
I think the only possible
route could be the M20."'

He felt sure the Government
recognized that Canterbury
was a very high priority for
a by-pass, and said he would
be concerned if there were a
delay ‘‘of ev%r’: ; month’ In
constructing .

But he did not think Canter-
bury’s move to ban jugger-
nauts was sensible since
there was no other good

" road for the heavy tratfic,

The Department of the Envi-
ronment was formulating

oA

L

‘mained, despite Government . '
< .. tocope with the traffic.

thought the city council should
find some other means of
pushing for the project.

Clir. Morgan disagreed.
"'This Is the only way that we
can let the Minister know we
mean business,' he sald.

WARNING

While he had great sympa-
thy with Cllr, Stanley’s pi:opgs-
al, Clir, Mike Fuller pointed
out that the main objective
was to get the by-pass built as
soon as possible.

They had largely achieved
what they ‘had set out to do,
and to take any further action
in pushing the ban would make
things worse, he warned.

Cllr: Butler, however,
thought the only way to keep

~ up pressure for the by-pass

® FROM PAGEONE
Bridge by-passes held up,

enditure had to be cut, he

=

was to proceed‘_with the ban.

Winding up, Clir. Stanley
denied that he was acting
irresponsibly in “making the
proposal. ‘I was elected to
represent people in Canter-
bury, not necessarily the inter-
ests of other people in Kent,”
he sald; R aagE

The blame lay with success-
dive governments for not
designing a road network able

When Clir. Stanley's amend-
ment- was put, it was carried
by eight votes to seven. The
city council will make an order
to introduce ‘the heavy
vehiclesbanon1March.

v

it-''a very good sign" that
the Minister. (Mr.. Peyton)
had_visited Canterbury on

the matter.. = "
MORE BANS?

‘Although the city's quarry and
- transport company, Robert
Brett Ltd., would not be
affected directly by the ban,
transport manager Mr. John
Douglas said they were ‘‘dis-
appointed"’ with the city
council’s decision. -

_ The company operated some

32 ton vehicles, and although
these would notbe restricted
in Canterbury, Mr. Douglas
asked what would happen if
‘Dover, Folkestone or Maid-

; stone followed course and

* ' banned heavy traffic?

Goods had to be transported to

. consumers and lorries were
the basic means. Until the
rail system was
nised, it woggjm.tlnue to be
lorries, he A

He thought the traffic problem
in Canterbury was caused
by cars. eH L

DELAYS

Managing Director of Whit-
t stabglie’s Westland Imports
Ltd., Mr, G. J. Van der Wurf,
was not happy with the city
council’s decision, either.
“'This is going to stop every-
ing,!" he warned. 't 1s going
to stop food.”

He foresaw problems for his
company if their lorries
were banned from the A2
through Canterbury.

Westlands transport fresh
foodstuffs from Europe from

ver b;
tDrgl Btorgu at Whitstable har-

reorga-

road to their cen-

hour. Rerouting thelr lorries

off the A2 and around
‘Canterbury could mean
higher costs as well as

8.
"Ve:h::inmt have delays over

fresh foodstuffs,’’ he In-

sisted.
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Lorry was
‘eight tons
over

A number of lorrieg carry-
ing ' chocolates,” bananas,
packing cases, timber, baths
and Itallan wine were stop
|ped and weighed while
travelling through Canter-
bury, the city magistrates
/heard on Friday, and all
were overweight,

Six companies and five
drivers  were fined by the
court.

They were: Cad-
|wallader Continental
Transport (Oswestry), of

Shropshire, £130 and £20
costs for two lorries which
|were 1 ton 16 cwt and 4 ton
|1 cwt ‘too heavy, and their
|driver, Norman Dovey, of 6
|Berrington - Drive
|Farm, Shrewsbury, éhrop-
|shire, was fined £60; T.F.S.
Lee’s Transport, of Station
Approach, Upminster Bridge
Station, Upminster Road, U
minster; Essex, were fined
plus. £10 costs for being 1

Road, Farin Berks,
were fined £50 and £10 costs
for being 2 ton 4 cwt too
heavy and their driver, Rod-
ney Sadler, of 13 Cunning-
ham 1d, Swindon, Wilt-
shire, was fined £50; Ian
Thorne, “of 36 Hartlip  Hill,
Newington, ng-
bourne, was fined £50 and £10
for a lorry 1 ton 15 cwt. over-
weight and his driver, David
Slipper, of 109 Glencoe Road,
Chatham, was fined £50;
Trebfell, of 27 Riverside
Works, Hertford Road, Bark-
ing, Essex, were fined £50
and  £10 costs for being |
1 ton 2.cwt too heavy;
Triple X Trailer Hire, of
n Road, Hednesfc

Staffs, were fined £50 and £10
costs forh,zeﬁng 1 ton 15 cwt ‘

overweight. = |
|+ Charles Neal, of 20 Ald-
| riche Way, London, was fined

£50 fo! A
|was 3 ton 11 cwt overweight; |

and Christopher Wilson, of
Millard House, Grove Street,
lorry which was

-
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Industries, Mr John Peyton,
~ has stepped. in to stop Can-

Peyton issued a directive
prohibiting the council from
making the order without his
COnTNT ™ (A TR
- A spokesman for the De-
Foid the Kentten Gasete: In
‘entish et “In
‘v?ee of the effects which the
order, if made, would have
on Jocal traffic, particularly
in lﬁle :‘i“ h!;:srb , an in-
ir ] 3 T-
gonqme'\'ested will be ablﬁo
appear or b_e‘l’t'pl_"gsented."
But the Department added
that a decision on the route
of the Canterbury by-pass
would be made soon.
- The chairman of the coun-
cil's Public Works Committee,
Tlir Alf Walker, said he was
disappointed that the Minister
had step Iy

- He feared that the by-pass
might be affected by Govern-
ment cuts in~ ding, al-
though news that’the route
might soon be revealed
prompted him  to say: “It
looks as though threateniny
to implement the ban has got
them off their backsides. We
‘were making the ban to tiy to
get a starting dafe for the by-
pass.” Rt B

The council:. decision to
bring .in the ban, made at
last ursday’s meeting with
j of only one vote,
was also slammed by Can-
terbury’s MP, Mr David
Crouch, who deseribed it as
“a great mistake,” :

~Mr Crouch said this week:
“I can't understand the
council taking such a de-
cision, particularly after' Mr
Peyton came to Canterbury
personally ‘to ‘present  the.
plans for the by-pass and to
discuss with the council the!
plans for the city. }

The ‘t;;Gog;mment: - has
given e -pass  a  top
priority rating and this de-
cision ig, to put it mildly, dis-
courteous ' and' politically
Ve{{ foolish. -

“It may have the effect of
drritating at.-least -the Minis- |
ter's advisers. The{_emay say
Canterbury is not being ver{
co-operative, -  aithough -
don’t think it will Have such

" THE Minister for 'l‘mnsﬁon']*’

is completely irresponsible.”
" himself’ _in_ complete - agree-
- Mike Fuller  (wl

But thé. l;an has been wel-
comed by the
~ which has campaigned for

- bury by-pass is welcome. And

anjefechion e, Minister.?d]

ha. i

~ IN THE PAST

Mr Crouch agreed that the
Government had been slow
in the past to give the city
a by-pass: "But what we
should be working at now is
to make sure it goes for-
‘ward.”

Mr Crouch plans to try- to
see Mr Peyton next week to
make sure that the by-pass s
not ecut back by economy
measures, He thought there |
were other road programmes
in the country with lower
grk{rlties which would be cut

s : 5

¥The council’'s decision to
go ahead with this ban is
misguided. " The councillors
are. concerned with the citi-
zens of Canterbury but I rep-
resent people outside the city
as well. To ban these lorries
and s@nd them through the
E‘]]lagég- and narrow ‘lanes is
just jumping out of the fry-
ing pan into the fire.”

The best thing to do, Mr
Crouch added, as an interim
measure before the: by-pass
was built, was to ! limpose
stricter safety measures such
as. speed limits' and road
signs to minimise 'the dan-
ger lorries presented. :

“Just to use this ban device

Mr Crouch said he found

ment with Labour councillor
voted

against the ban)

& problem

.- “T hope the City Council
will not go ahead with this
plan.  It's only putting the
problem on to’ people ‘outside
the city.” !

A WELcoﬁE

Group,

‘years: to speed up improve-
ments to the trunk road.
Its chairman, Mr John Pur-

chese, said: “Anything that|,

will twist the Government's
arm to move on the Canter-

I can promise you that the

Vi

er

A T ¥
A2 Group will be furious if
s, s bz et
affect g] A

How m’z’!ﬁ,‘t’;: ban be im-
plemented? “Simple,” ' said
Mr Purchese. “Just put up
large signs outside Dover
docks sending the lorries up
the A20—the road which the
Government has insisted for
a decade is the main rom'i‘
between Dover and London.

At last Thursday's meeting
the council threw out a re-
commendation from the Pub-
lic Works Committee to drog
the juggernaut ban-— whic
would stop all lorries over 10
tond enterln% Canterbury on
the A2, Old Dover Road and
other roads,

The commlt.te:a1 g:d :r elg
that the proposed ban sho
be shelved in'the light of the
number and nature of ob-
jections received.

But Clir Chris Stanley said
the ban. should go ahead—if
only as a means of keeping
pressure on the Government
for a starting date and route
of the Canterbury by-pass.

The vote and debate split

the Labour members, with
Cllr Mike Fuller, a hard-line
supporter of the ban at the
| outset, siding = with Liberal
|and Tory members who
| called for caution.

Cllr Stanley explained his

reasons for wanting the ban |

to come inta force: ‘I know
it has been said that if we
|'went ‘any further. we would
,upset ‘the Minister and he
would delay the by-pass.
“But I don't agree with
this. There is'strong public
opinion behind this move and
it will keep up the pressure
on the Minister.” |
Canterbury had not asked
for the lorries, he said, and
the blame should be put on
successive Governments.
“Although \we have had a
visit from’' ' the  Minister
there’s no firm date for the
by-pass ‘and I feel that with
the recent cuts announced by
the Government it is even
more important to keep the
pressure on the Minister. :
“With pressing for this
order we might at least get a
firm date for the by-pass.”

The Townh Clerk, Mr
Christopher Gay, said Mr
Peyton had asked for notice
from the council if it was
going ahead with the ban. He
suggested ' ‘that March 1
would be a date well enough
into the future for any com-
ments and talks with 'the
Ministry., U s

Ald Ernest Kingsman said
he had never heard anything
more irrésponsible than what
Clir Stanley was suggesting:
“Does he not, realise that, not
only does he have a duty to
Canterbury, but Canterbury
is a part of this country and
he is suggesting that the
movement of these lorries
should be cut off completely.”

No alternative routes had
been suggested, said - Ald
Kingsman: “What Clir Stan-
ley is suggesting is that we
dislocate the communications
of this country and upset the.

‘Ministry who are trying to |

hel:][)r us. ¢
“If he could show -
other route it would l;les {?I'é
but he hasn't got a clue:
What he is saying "is that
they shouldn't come into Can-
terbury, Is Canterbury the
only city in the country? Of
tcgu‘r;vs:r l:tiim'ti. and we have
n with
thgncoi.lsnll:ry." the rest of
r Eric Hanscomb saj

fully ‘}mderstood the fﬁlﬂdtl‘l::
tion “caused by these mon-
sters. But the committee de-
cided that, while our objec-
tives were fair and good, we
could not get away with'
what we wanted to do "

There were other factors

to be considered as well, said
e e TR |

‘|88 _hard as possible.”

Clir Hanscomb. First was tp
cit back In spending on th,
roads, and second the pog
sibility that “the Shelks of
Araby might stop these mop-
sters from moving anyway,”

What worried Cllr By
Clarke was the threat of
hlackmalil over the by-pass if
the council decided to make
the order,

With the cut back in pub-
lic spending it could still be
a number of years before
work on the by-pass started:
“What I'm anxious about {s
that if this move s passed
it will at least give the Minis-
try an opportunity to make
some more comments.

“I don't think we can sit
back and say we can con-
tinue to let these lorries pasg
through the city, And if we
can do anything to save lives
where these lorries are con-
cerned we- should do it,” he

said. £

Cllr Bernard, Porter was
sorry that the move by Clir
Stanley did not suggest an
alternative to the council's
original ' order or  another
route. He. was sympathetic
with the need to get rid of
the heavy’traffic: "But it.is
absurd to, put forward an
order that they know will be
shot down."” A /

L S
- o OSFR F o ot AT A 1

He wanted the council to
get an_assurance from the
Minister. that the by-pass
‘would not:be cut.

While i sharing  Clir Stan-
ley's feelings, Cllr Archie
Stoakes i said he could not
agree with the way he was
trying to get things done.

The suggestion of the ban
had: achieved the aim of
bringing :to the iattention of
Mr Peyton the problems of
ithe city: “When-you have a
success you don't play about
with it,”” he said, “you come
up with<another - idea. Let's
think of another way of
bringing this to the Minister's
attention/i¥ it SR

Cllr ' Fuller 'said he had
“considerable sympathy” with
what Cllr Stanley had said:
“But it seems the right way
is to insure that the by-pass
is built as soon as possible.”

He said it should be re-

lished, there had been n
chance for public talks on th
proposed route: and the Min
ster had not made any dec
sion. ¥

“As a result of the lor
ban proposal,” said Clir
ler, “and the very effecti
way it publicised Cant
bury’s need for a by-pass,
were able to get the plans
the’ by-pass published, h
discussions with the Mini
and get his assurance

in 1978 i ol St uiii
“That is a very substa

_victory in terms of the

provement of the situaf n

when the ban was proposf a
“To take the ban ti
further would make the § v
ation worse, rather n
better. The right thing
is ask the Minister forp
early settlement of the r§ N
and early completion of g
by-pass.” \ il
Clir John Butler said §a]
threat of the ban was fo
only way the council lag
keeping up its pressure ,
‘Minister for a starting i
‘on the by-pass: “I fail td
:whnt else we have infky
armoury to produce the |
(sort of effect. We must
‘the pressure on as tigh

" The  council ed
eight votes to m:g.re to?
to. tol



Lorry driver in A2

- More bars wahted at Bridge

The  Department of the of the village in August as'an

Environment is belng pressed experiment, The nearer

by the A2 Group to introduce ' villa,

! ge the 'closer 4
speed - reducing yellow bars they become, causingtgéﬁemglj
slon of speed. As a result,
drivers think they are going
faster than they really are

on the trunk road at Town
Hill, Bridge, or to provide a
speed limit instead,

he bars were painted on

and sl :
Bridge Hill on the Doyer side Sy

Similar markings were pro-

posed for Town Hill, the part
of the A2 on the.Canterbury
side of Bridge, but these are
still awaiting ratification by
the Department of the En-
vironment.

Mr Brian Lewis, secretary
of the A2 Group, has written
to the department’s regional
controller at Guildford, urg-

orry. A2 Bridge
crash was not careless

THE DRIVER of a 20-ton
lorry which smashed into .a

line of stationary cars, throw-

ing two of them and a cara-
van off the road at Bridge
Hill in August, was cleared
of driving carelessly :by -8t

Roger Sedgewick,
of 16 Beaufoy Road

Flashback to August and the crash chaos on Bridge Hill.

. “By this time the caravan the brakes would not hold. I
. "was completely detached from could not avoid the collision,
80.-the car. Bot{ my vehicles I did'not use my'emergency,

" me-it was' were write-offs. I spoke to the brake because that would

‘he was not going driver of the lorry, and he have made my lorry jack-
. time. I.-turhei"if- told me that he was agplying e nife ity s B i |
to avold his brakes but they did not ' For Sedgewick, Mr Wilfred
rd, and ended hold him.” ot Mowll sadd: “The reason for
0. iy In court, Sedgewick said: 'this  accident isyithat his
a I was going from Dover to bra “would notthold him,
. London and before I reached and that is what it is all
 Bridge I had been down a about, Up ‘untufpth@n the
. number of hills and on jall . brakes were w.'-?l'_kﬂpggal} right.
“these occasions ~my brakes There is no evidence‘that my

" had been all right, G client did not act prudently—
f  “When I came to the top he was driving as any reason-
T ' of Bridge Hill I was travel- able;driver: would. /= . = =
Jing at about 30 mph and I  The chairman of the Bench,

went into fourth gear; which r John. Greenhouse, told
should have acted as a brake. Sedgewick that there was &
“As soon as I was over the sufficient element of doubt as

{ L--V hill T started to brake, but to the efficiency of the brakes.
S o ORI VSR USSE NS U S Pt ot o=

|
|

1ding a loeal inquiry, in which'’

lanning
made. ¥

The city council's order has
city heenblocked by a section of the

council received a directive pro- 1967 Road Traffic Act. After

hibiting it, without his consent, ho

14
in
“The city’s
public exhibition of possible |
t ended on 4 January.
r or not to give his
ing made.

mative routes for the by-
~or be pass was held in Noyember and

the period allowed for public

A decision on the route to be

: - selected for detailed
The Minister's ban came via and design will soon be

the Secretary of State for the

he will get further information
ion, the Secretary of State will |
decide whethe:

ries and force them to use other
ting out heavy traffic from the  and take account of local o

's much less suitable routes,’ said

- “In - the Transport Minister.

the )
view of the effects which the’

through the city for heavy lor-
. consent to the order be:

. He explained:
“heavy lorry problem will be

A

in eased with the construction of a
gg:r. AH_Wllk §

inquiry Ga;mrybypm

-«-

)
juggernauts from the A2

BLOCKED
When the prospect of the

He points out that snybody alte

interested may
represented. -

A2 through Canterbury.

order was in
Peyton wrote

Canterbury in March has run into a hold-up.

order, if made, would have on
Environment last week. The
making the planned order shut-

MOVE to ban

ing him to take #fction over
reducing. the speed of traffic
on Town Hill.

Mr Lewis said that from
practical experience it
seemed  that. the system of
barg was successful. But, he
added, {f the department
thought otherwise he urged
it - to implement some form
of positive speed control as |
quickly as possible. .

Baid Mr: Lewis: “As over
four months have passed and
approaching 250,000 lorries |
have passed, through the vil-
lage since I first raised this
matter with your department,
I do nof consider that I am
fAow belng  unreasonable in
expecting an early reply. Re-
grettably, events on the A2
continue  to - outstrip pre-

d i i -
pa-rc ness-__ % -7 4

ARECORD?

| BRIDGE ‘by-pass campaigner

. Brian. Lewis is hoping
that his efforts over the past 12 -

- years have produced .....

record breaker! i
“Mr. Lewis discovered last
week that over 6,000 column
inches have been written
about village’s problem in
the local and National Press —
| and he thinks it might be a
world record. - 5 £
Mr. Lewis and his fellow
campaigners are hoping that
| they might qualify for a place
| in the famous Guinness Book r?:
| of Records. ; p
] The cuttings, which cover 12

years of struggles involving [~
“the small village are all kept .
' together in five massive cut- 5
| ting books. '
| Mr. Lewis said that a great
proportion of the cuttings are
from the Kentish Observer.



DUNKIRK
URGES
POLICE

TRAP
STEP-UP

Dover’s &

, R4
lorry

record

The call for a speed-up in
the buil of -Pu.ses
along the A2 has received a
boost with the news that over
20 per cent more lorries pas-
sed thro Dover last year

Fignregm leased by

rel

e e
e v es

using the port in the first 11
in?g ‘of 1973, totalled
'reprue' nts a 20.1 per

cent increase over the same
period in 1972, November saw
2 tofal of 18,857 freight vehi-

e T

per cent

| over the same month in 1972.

s o T 120 o

" con-

for November standing st
n;

58434, an increase o!g 252

A 457 per cent in-
in the number of pas-

' ugh th
tha of 1973 18 shows. the
mon own, the
total being ,365,
Accom jed cars travel-
to from o
tinent have also continued to
with a total 28/
ﬁf through in November, a
7 per’ rease.
for 11 months
1978 was 978,856, a 1.2 per
cent increaass

A2 VILLAGE JOINS TIR FIGHT

KD 24 \ 74

juggernavts call

MORE POLICE radar
traps on the A2 at
Dunkirk are to be
urged by the parish
council, as a result of
a discussion at the
January meeting.
Reason is the speed
of huge container
lorries through the
village

The council is to express to the

police their serious concern,
and their view that radar

traps are too infrequent t.oJ

deter speeding drivers.

Heavy lorries, it was recalled,
had smashed through the rail-
ings at the foot of Boughton
Hill, and the county acting
divisional surveyor, Mr. G. R.
Head, is to be asked when the
unsightly temporary fencing

will be removed and the dam- J

aged rallings replaced.
Mr. Head is also to be asked to
fence off a levelled plot of land’

halfway down Boughton Hill,
on the south side, to prevent
gipsies and caravanners park-
ing there overnight.

A letter from Mr. Head said that
Dunkirk’s complaint about
rubbish-dumping off Dawes
Road had been passed to
Swale Rural Council.

He regretted that the county
council could not provide ‘“No

e,

‘ Sir,

When the people of Britain
demanded a referendum on
whether or not we should
join the Common Market the
Government .was quick to
point out that as the demo-
cratically-elected  body to
rule the country, its decision
should not be questioned.

However, when the demo- |

cratically-elected Canterbury
City Council decides to ban
juggernauts on main roads
through the city, a repre-
sentative of Big Brother
overrides the. council's de-
cision.

It would seem a waste of
time to wvote in local elee-
tions if things like this can
happen,

ven our local MP is a
source of great disappoint-
ment to me. He gave ip-ser-
vice to supporting the people
of Bridge in their protest.
 But when a sit-down in the
road was planned and a con-
{rcmtatlon with the police was

mminent, he crept off to a
_hearby park until the action
'fvas over,
+* Now he supports Mr John
.Peyton's dictatorial ban on

e Canterbury City Council's

ctions. What do the ople

f Bridge think of avid
[*rouech now? ;

il PETER I. WERR,
¥ 7 Glenside Avenue.

rubbish’’ notices within the

Dunkirk, like other areas, is
anxious to save eéel:t:lc:g
during the present s
jis to ask Seeboard to switch
off six lights — in Fernley
Close, Highview Close, Stoney
Road, Dunkirk Road, Court-
enay Road, and The Crescent.

SHELTER




" sick and tired of the Depart-
ment of Environment’s refusal
. to limit the speed

WHEN will alower speed limit
be brought in on the A2 at .
Town Hill, Bridge? That is the

sharp New Year ! ;

Town Hill. leads. . into. the - :
village from the.Canterbury .- . Now Mr. Lewis has written

_secrefary
told the Kentish i , i
‘week - -~ direction, and Mr. Lewis:

-of trafficon

wants o see the same yellow

bar markings painted on the

road, as were painted on
“Bridge Hill, the opposite side
“of the village in August. i{

fo the Regional Controller for

M.P.
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DAVID Crouch, Canterbury’s
M.P. has personally’ infer-

_ vened over possible cut-backs
in the city by-pass.

with Mr. Geoffrey Rippon,

In: aﬁ'lmé?vaiew last week.
LEnvirohment Secretary, Mr.

Crouch told him of the great

concern felt by Canterbury
people that the by-pass might

" be deferred owing to the
- Government’s cut backs. in.

public expenditure,
The minister heard from
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will we get a speed lim|

by

ELVY

RWICK |

CHRISTMAS is over and the

New Year already here.

What will 1974 hold in store
for us? As anincurable optim-
ist, 1 am sure all will be well
and that we shall settle down
to a period of domestic and
industrial peace.

One of the problems that will
have to be resolved is the route
for the proposed by-pass to the
city.

| am glad that at last the
Canterbury Society has come

out with its comments en the

Consultative Document issved

in November by the Depart-
ment of the Environment.

It consists of three and a half
foolscap pages of apparent
criticism of lack of basic data

pplied by the consultants. it
suggests that the traffic fig-
ures have been lifted from the
Buchanan report and re-as-

sessed without taking present
conditions into account.
It says that in 1968/9 there

were no juggernauts and it
implies that little consid-
eration has been given to
traffic of the future.

It goes on fo comment at
some length on the Channel
Tunnel and finishes up by
recommending Route B and
stating that the Harbledown
By-pass is not now required.

No doubts these comments
from a responsible body like
the Canterbury Society will
carry some weight when it is

' considered by the Department

of the Environment early in
the new year.

In contrast to the recom-
mendation of the Society,
Canterbury City Council has
come out in favour of Route C.

1S TUrer-away Trom e ciry
centre and leaves room for
development.

At a recent meeting of the
A2 Action Group, the voting
showed twenty one people in
favour of Route B and ten in
favour of Route C. ;

The subject was discussed
at some length by members of
the Canterbury & District
Chamber of Trade. The fra-
ders were emphatic that they
would like to see Route C

adopted.

| agree that Route C is the
best for the city. For years we
have been campaigning for a
by-pass to Canferbury.

It seems fo me that the very
name indicates a route that
will allow traffic that has no
business in the city tfo go past
as quickly and as far away as
possible.

At the Chamber of Trade
meeting, local business men
were of the opinion that the
huge TIR lorries would con-
tinue to use the A2 and not the
A(M)20, as it is the route to the
Medway towns and to the
North.

The farther we can keep
fhem from the city the better.

What everyone seems
agreed upon, is the necessity
for a dual carriageway, with
dual carriageways at each end
of the bypass.

It seems essential, if con-
gestion and accidents are to be
avoided, that a road with

Ko - 4-(74

the Department of the Envi-
ronment at Guildford, and
says that if he does not receive
a satisfactory “réply, he will
write to thie Minister, through
David Crouch, Canterbury’s

—_—'é
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“Mr. Crouch that it would be a
very serious mistake not fo,
carry on with the by-pass as -

‘sya0d. 18800
Aeme
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planned, in view of the alarm-
ing build up of traffic on the A2
month by month.

Said Mr. Crouch: I fold Mr.

Crouch concerned about by-pass

Rippon that Canterbury must
be ‘given ‘the highest priority
for a by-pass as things could
not go on as they are. %S

Mr. Rippon fo!d Mr. Crouch

he could not at that point givea

* definite assurance about the

by-pass;but added that he had
givena v}.lling that in his policy
of cutting the roads pro-
gramme, wherever possible
new routes to protect historic
cities, should not be sacrificed.

|
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avoided.

For the first time the
Department of the Environ-
ment_has asked for public
participation in the selection of
the best route and in the past
week or so many citizens have
dabeen' giving their recommen:

People are always. com
plaining that they have no say
in major decisions whicl
affect their lives and | do hope
that as many residents a:
possible will have faken this
opportunity to have their say.

The Christmas.Giff Func
donations are still coming in

Barrows stores £3.00,
Canterbury Young Conserv-
atives £4.23, D.R.B. Enter-
prises £44,00.

Mr & Mrs 5.T. Hughes £1.00,
Mr & Mrs J. B. Harris £2.00,
Mr & Mrs E. W. Roberts £1.-
05, Professor & Mrs P. Sfir-
ling £2.50.

W. 5. Bean £2.00, Beavherne
Infants School Carols £2.00,
Carol Singing at Marlowe Car
Park £105.25, sale of chestnuts
£11.00.

Revd. Canon C. H. de Lau-
benque £3.00, Councilior M. F.
Fuller £2.00, Stanley H. Jen-
nings, 0.B.E., J.P. £1.00, Mor-
tier Organ (2nd day) £298.00.

Nasons “’Pennies in the
Pool** £10.00, Star Bingo £7.50,
Major General and Mrs. D. E.
B. Talbot £1.00, Miss G. Wrighit
£1.00.
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 Not even Ashford’s lar-
gest_ avatlable hall was big
enough to take eve e
who travelled to hear Tran

‘ sport Industries Minister

:an? John Peyton Breaent
the cas e for the Channel
Tunnel project on Friday.

Hundreds of%eo le, many
of whom wished to quiz
the minister on the exist-
ing Tunnel plans, were turn
ed away from the main hall
at the Highworth School in
Maidstone Road. A

But those , who found
a place in the hall heard
‘bespectacled Mr_Peav-
ton promise close ljalson
between the Department of
the Environment and local
authorities.

The Minister added that
his department would *‘look_
most carefully’’ atthe pos-
sibilities of guarding Kent
from traffic problems and
ancillary developments a-
rising from the scheme.

The meeting was arrang
ed by The Weald of Kent
Preservation Society,
which has joined with the
Defenders of Kentinpress-
ing for a ‘‘rail only’’ tun-
nel a tunnel system that
would exclude immediate
access for motorists from
the Cheriton terminal to the
Kent roads system andvice
versa.

Lord Brabourne felt
further dangers lay in the
threat of future ancillar
developments. :

Hamstreet parish coun-
cillor Sheila Stevens ask-
ed the Government to ‘‘let !
the trains take the ‘strain’’ -
and not Kent roads.

Third guest speaker was:
County Councillor Martin
Jackson, the Labour .
Party’s prospective par-
liamentary candidate for
Ashford. He wanted the De
partment of the Environ-
ment to back localplanning
authorities in resisting
““the  inevitable applica-
tions for commercial .
development’’ that will fol-
}ow the Tunnel development
into Kent. ‘The county '
could become a huge ware- '
house and lorry park, he

_ warned. S Al
Flanked 1o _his right by
Department officials and

of passengers and cars
“tlt.:: m r and Fol::'
estone as a route to an
from the continent.

‘‘To continue this ex-
?anqlan", the Minister sai

‘would need an expansion
of the rt facilities’’.
. He said it would be bet-
ter if traffic were concen-
trated on roads designed
to take it; the M20 motor-
way would have to be built
in any event,

Why - would the railway
industry benefit from the
Channel - Tunnel? '‘Rail-
ways never had the advan-
tage of a long haul that is
profitable. At a distance

- of 350 miles, rail freight

carriage becomes compet-
itive with roads'’.

Freight could be trans-
ported from the industrial
towns of the midlands and
north, to Europe's major
cities. :

M P_é}-ton told the meet-
ing “‘3.5 British Rail felt
they " could cut down the
{number of lorry journeys
awdd_t the Tunnel pro-
[ . Were to be carried
through . %

. If these figures are cor-
rect, a guarter of a million
lorry journeys through the
_ Chanhiel and East Anglian
sea ports could be saved
by ‘1981. This figure could
bie ”i'n'creas%eod to half a mil-

lion by 19
. 1 f'(yct’the Minister said

ment rather than an over-
statement.
R L AR

e Ji G4
SPEED-LINE

. ’
o Foin 3

FRR O N ?

~Why. shouldn’t there be

a rail -only tunnel?

Firstly, the Minister told
the meeting,- British Rail
had not asked for one. In
any case, such a tunnel
wouldn't pay its way. in the
“first 10 years. Andit would
not solve the problem of
ferry traffic. {

~-What about the high-
.speed rail link through the
"Tunnel to .White City in

_ London? The detailed route
- +had not been finalised, Mr

Ashford’s MP Mr William . !

Deedes, Mr Peyton crit-
icised those who advocated
the postponing cor’ the .
scrapping of the Chunn

project.

The Minister said: ‘4
you dismiss the prese
project, you will have "
find alternative ways «
dealing with the problem
-On the subject of the en
ergy crisis, he added, ‘‘I"
have no crystal ball which %
reveals accurately what = °
will happen in this most

- complex field. I suggest
that recent developments
“have tilted the balance in. .
favour of rail, and through
traffic’’. h

ting. upon the speed-link
plans, - .
... The Minister was con-
fident that existing bodies
ould * - counter unwanted’
velopment in the Coun-
“Central Gevernment
‘the Kent Planning Au
thority have all the power
they need to stop unde-
sirable ! development; we
can stop everything that
can be called undesirable
development’’,

Mr Peyton dismissed
sabotage argument. ‘‘I
don’t thinkit would be sen-

* sible if we were to conclude

that if some development is

He went on to tell of the _vulnerable to sabotage, we
four main reasons behind
the Government’s decision
to go ahead with the Chan-
nel Tunnel. z /

should refrain from it”’,
. Members of the Weald "

"og Kent Preservation So-

clety, as are many other
protection organisations

~_Firstly, the need to deal |

ajued
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to win, Canterbury

A2 within the city.

By just one vote the coun:
cil x¥13'1de the request o Wf:d
nesday, adding that it wan 3
the hearing before the end 301
the council’s life on Marchcn-

The moye came fgo hr
Tony Fisher, who /58 d tt:
was “absolutely appalled’ a
a recommendation of ¢ ithe
Public Works' Committee to
drop the bamn. At —.‘tha‘__“‘lgﬁ
council meeting, he“-.pa(_ld, i
had been deeﬁi ed i to ,_migh
ahead with the order.panning

orries: iy At
thl?h]a understood «that deci-
sion had instructed the 1?1\1b—
lie Works'/ Committee © to
make all\'-.m‘e_jc?s;?x & 5:;:;
tlons for an, inquiry.; But at
the comn?!tte'a‘ meeting . on
January 22, there hFd “been
councillors who had ./ a,l;:g_l-'led
it off and just letiit by
the board. It really if co
ardly and obstructive to
this attitude,” he'said.’ -

He was surprised at mern
bers who said the’‘council
should drop the idea &nd ac-
cept the assurance of Trans-
port Industries Minister Mr
John Peyton over t'p=e city’s
by-pass. ' AR A

‘said. Clir Fisher, ‘'a ,llette:r:
from the Department of ‘the
Environment, dated Decem-

weeks - after the nister’
came down and gave usisome
very promising speeches over
a 1976 start date for the’
by-pass. 3

“The contents say that they
do not envisage, starting the
by-pass until the early 1980s.
That's two  weeks after the
Minister came down and. said
1976. «This,  emphasises my
point at the time that it was
a whitewash exercise,”

Clir Chris.Stanley said that
at the meeting of th@ Public
Works Committee it 'was

decision" had gone back to it
.was because the technical
officers were not. able ' to
speak at the council meeting.

The council agreed that the
officers should be asked to

the evidence at any inquiry

R wamingogloc‘:‘ﬁ ggs o4.:.'1lled for a public ing

into its controversial plan to ban

b ) ; ‘tha_n p‘l‘DVeW!fZ i
“« have in my possession,”

ber 14, which is abont two!'

A LETTER '

felt that the reason why the [

{.comment and the City En-.
gineer, Mr John Rhodes, said:

A2 lorry ban.

flicial that it was unlikely

heavy lorries from the

: to include’ ‘ac-
g;?igidt h:tﬁistics involving
heavy oOr targef.veh_iclee i_n
the city, - natdiEl Fpeoe
¢ gition rea.t},v s
on '{ttllgsemﬂaustlcs,.‘[m p:ett};
certain .that $§ﬁzﬁumbm of |

ts we 11
:g:idg particularly _hegvy,;
said Mr Rhodes... '~ :} 3
Damage had: been °{§%
to fences on .roundabou
the city, hel said, butin many

; ‘not known what

caused the damage. To say it

nitely heavy lorries
ma"?ﬂe ?&mtﬁmﬁ ensily

7 st the council.
t‘,’!i“*gi"‘ ;ug would be
ot G lighis would need

ain;
‘affic:!
c.'zr ag sis. It could be

time 4 | expensive
““he .warned, Other
such as . causes of
traffic’ congestion and ‘alter-
native routes wou'ld-. form
part of the council’s caseM

“In . gen " ‘said - Mr
Rhodes, “from a technical
point. of ‘view, there is a
definite ~ Hikelihood - that _the
evidence ‘'is fmuch more likely
to disprove-—’bh"e counc}‘l,s case
Asked the financial impli-
cations of ;an inquiry, Mr
Christopher: Gay, the Town
'Clerk, said there was the
possibility -/ of  costs  being
awarded against the egouncil
if it lost. .
f"The legal costs could” be
very considerable, and . in
any event there. would be a
considerable cost'to the.rate-
payers in the preparation. of
the case by your officers,”’ he
added. | i

Cllr  Eric. Hanscomb' said
most of the objections to'the
‘ban' had come from  “in-
terested parties,” The council
‘had dropped the idea. when|
the  Minister gave the . as-/
surance of a 1976 start date
for 'the by-pass, ‘but now
that's pie in the sky.”

LONG AND HARD |

To say that those who were
against the ban were:
“cowardly and obstructive”:
was denied by Clir Archie
Stoakes. He had thought long:
and hard about the ban, as
he “was ' sure had others
against it, and had come to
that conclusion as the best

Cllr  Mrs
questioned if the committee
could stop 'a decision of the.
full council. Answering Mr
Rhodes’ points about the time
involved in preparing a case,
Clir Mrs Kilvert said she was
sure the local newspapers
would be able to supply de-
tails of acgcidents. Mr Peyton
himself had said that the
A20 was an alternative route
for heavy lorries: “We want
this \ recognised,” said Clir
Mrs Kilvert, “and want to
stop them coming through
our small town, '

“We are told that the Can-
terbury ratepayers could end
up paying quite a lot of
money if we lost the case.
But we know that in a lot of |
cases we don’t) spend ‘money |
until it is too late.and people

are dead."

Cllr Fred Whitemore said
that he had always sup-
ported the ban in the past,

not because he thought it

solution. e
Rita - Kilvert

wou!d_ ever come into force,

T




| in the' ?eonncu had a

[
»

| the case made for the

but in order to dra -
tention to the eity's cn\ze &

“But we have now i to
the stage w’hnm this g&cuc
is exhausted,” he said. It had
been suecessful, and no one
doubt

about that “We should now

K m told very clearly
flicers that the case
wem ght make will not hold;
therefore. continue | with
this will 'be tu continue with
:o uselgw_and vm-y expensive
o
"(m'r sumle-y did not thin{{l
une
‘the officers would be shot

(g
down in flames. He thought

the case could be fought on
‘the effect of the lorries on
the: Unvlwnme’nt, rather;than
qmﬂsﬂqe. VR
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- Tunnel would bring
a sea of concrete

THE 1mphcatmns of the
Charmel Tunnel in Kent
were  “ absolutely  frighten-
ing,” the chairman of ' the

| Kent Trust for Nature Con-

servation, Mr Hector Wilks,
told a meeting of Canter-

' bury Young Conservatives.

" rolling “motorway. '\ 'p £ o -

Dettalling the eﬂ‘ecte of the

posed for the ‘tunneﬂ Mr
" Wilks said that ‘official esti-
| mates were suggesting ;that

- eross-Channel traflic ould

. at least treble by 1990, with

4,000 cars per hour using the

| tunnel at peak times.

At present, 25 per cent of
all cross-Channel trafiic

| travelled: at flve summer
. weekends, ‘and any tunnel

stoppage, sueh as a strike or
train failure, was bound to

occur at. a busy. time, when
80,000 cars per day might be
' heading for the Cherlton-
terminal.

Only lbﬁOD of lhese ‘could

be accommodated at Cheri-

ton and other planned points,

‘80 that a tunnel stopp-age i
could cause 64,000 cars, to be

‘coas: ports,

‘plained;

-'trous effét:t on the »teqlures-

would emerge. in*
This was; a

stopped on ‘the M20' during
one day  The result would
be & solld traffic jam stretch-
ing back at least as far as
London, The sanitation and
other problems would be
‘“appalling.”’

nce the motorist reached
the'tunnel terminal, he would
be faced with the prospect of
riding In ai “32mile long
coffin "' each' carriage wou]d

‘hold 40 cars and people
© would have to remain in: t elr

cars for the whole journey.
They would be helpless in
the event of a fire or other
emergency,

Much damage would be
done to Kent by the tunnel
attracting a lot of trafilic
away from 16 east and south
Already Kent
OCounty Coduncil “ were plan-
ning three new ' motorways,
including a Thamé3s crossing:

‘at- Gravesend linked to a

motorway crossing the Cliffe
Marshes and the Medway to
Sheerness, swinging: south to
Si:t,téngfbourne, and then, ac-,
cording to. a County Couneil’
spokesman, ‘‘making ‘its: own:
way across the Downs (o
Folkestone' Eventually there
would be five motorways
squeezing through the Y205

“mile gap. between I—;[ythe and

Whi'tsita.ble g

HUGE SITES

concrete, wihh roads. ;;ervic._-
ing  facil ties, warehousdng

ected Kent's ;ux;iﬂm'l
At_present"‘ ¢

situation in
Calais, w!tusre

depresse
which mz-edecilt 1n;1:
ked “amenity
he ilks added .f

A2 baﬁ at.

o

Bridge a
failure

The yellow bars uinted on the
A2 at Bridge Hill,

}

nauts as they enter the village —
have been a .failure, the
Department of the Envlron-

Bridge — |
designed to slow down jugger-.

ment's regional controller a.!;)

Guildford has told the A2 GrOlI‘P

The bars, which get cloﬂer
together as the

. are supposed to give drivers
the feeling that they are
travelling faster than their

descend the

SR S R

actual speed, causing them to |

* slow up.

They were painted on the hm
as an experiment last year and

the A2 Group has been pressing
for. them to be introduced on the

A2 7 at - Town Hill,
Canterbury side of the vmage.

Mr Erian Lewia. secreta,ry
trea.surer, ‘told ' the < Kentish
| Gazette this week that he had
' now heard from the regional
| controller that: the exper ent
was not a success.

'!‘Gmln down - the-
request for bars on Tom
 the controller said in a letter:

fore, it is necessary to care:
“have had on tramc speeds

enmtion

the markings have had little
“no effec the Of traffi

e NG e A S IR Sl

'Speeds have been kept under 5
since the marks |

‘ urement tests clear] y show that

on the




Department of the Environment
Regional Controller Roads and Transportation

South Eastern
74 Epsom Road Guildford Surrey @1 2BL

Telephone 0483 (Guildford) 71101 ext 274 ‘ :

Telex 85335
Your reference 7
B A Lewis Esq BN
A2 Our referen
'{h:li@x b Q6E 200/09/TR 34/036
Bridge Date J
i £9 January 1974
Kent 2
* Dear Mr Lewis - :
: out traffic conditions at Bridge.

1. I refer to your letter of 31 December ab

let you have an earlier reply to -

Pl i ble to K
2. T am sorry that it has not been possi on of transverse yellow Danikaskings

visi .
letter of 10 October about the possible pro srovided on Bridge 71 1

on Town Hill. As you s these markings were .
experimental basisyand :{'haa therefore been necessary to carefully examine the

effect which they have had on traffic speeds before further markings are laid in

i 3 therefore been kept under
similar ciroumstances, Traffic speeds on Bridge Hill have

; re laid and the results of these observations and
observation since the markings we aken have now been evaluated. These

of speed measurement tests which have been t les
clearly show that the markings have had little "or mno effect on the speed of traffic
on the trunk road and in these circumstances, it is not proposed to provide similar
markings on Town Hill as you have suggested. -

Jie YL .am afraid that I am not at all clear as to what you mean by "some form of
positive speed control", Many additional road safety measures have already been

. ‘provided at Bridge, including further warning signs and 'buffer' speed limits and

I am of the opinion that these are quite adequate to warn motorists of conditions

in the village, It is now really a matter for the police to ensure that the safety
measures now in force are adhered to. I certainly do not think that the provision of
any more road safety measures would be of any real use as this would only result in
such a proliferation of road signs and markings on the approaches to the village

that they would only confuse drivers and would reduce the effectiveness of the
measures now in force. The only real solution to the problems is, of course, the
construction of the by-pass. Providing that this is not affected by the recently
announced economies in public expenditure, it is still expected that work will begin
in the early summer.

Yours sincerely

o

K M J FINBOW
for Regional Controller

f

This paper Is suitable for Dyeline photocopying
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| Chairman: Hon, S t :
‘ John Purchese, B(r)i’:m X.cfezr{s/'ﬂeaswer.
| Mill Cottage, Bekesbourne, 1 High Street, Bridge,

Canterbury, Kent Canterbury, Kent

0 We care about the A2 Trunk road to Dover from the M2

Please reply to:-
1, High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent. CT4 5JY.

| ' 29th January 1974.

My writing to you today is perhaps significant since:
er TIR accident occurred in Bridge high street this mthiﬁg;
I am disappointed with your decision concerning yellew

e

ings, and therefore take added care when confronted with them,
he light of these two facts, I urge you to reconsider your decision,
Concerning paragraph 3, I am sorry that you have not .
stood my "some form of positive speed control®. I was referfiy
ther the introduction of additional bars, or some other fdfﬁ of

8@ "control equally as effective as the bars now operating on Bridge
. The decision as to what form this would take is naturally yours.
: I agree of course that the only solution to the Bridge

fic problem is the early construption of the by-pass, and trust
the preparatory work is still progressing as planned.n'

Yours sincerely, b
Brian A, Lewisa”

@(f'tﬁu O QW i
Sec/Treasurer, A2 Group.

P.S. Would you be good enough to let me know when the minister is
expected to announce his decision on the cut-back in public spending-
witn special reference to Bridge by-pass? o

e —

——




CANTERBURY SOUTHERN BY-PASS

INTRODUCTION

1.  The Department of the Environment is considering proposals for a new route for the
A2 around the south of Canterbury. This proposed route would join the by-passes to be
constructed §l}0rtly at Harbledown to the west of Canterbury and Bridge to the east. Follow-
ing the decision by the Secretary of State for the Environment to introduce extended
arrangements for public participation at the early stage of the planning of road schemes
this publication sets out the alternative routes for a new A2 route south of Canterbury. The
Department invites comments from the public and local authorities on these alternatives so
that their views can be taken into account by the Secretary of State in coming to a decision.
The quetstionnaire in the back of this publication may be used to register views and
comments.

BACKGROUND

2. The A2 is one of the two trunk roads serving the Channel port of Dover. It has been
improved to near motorway standards from the outer suburbs of London to just west of
Rochester, where it connects to the M2 which continues east to Brenley Corner some 7
miles west of Canterbury. At this point traffic bound for Thanet leaves the A2. The likely
future traffic levels do not warrant the continuation of the M2 or a new high standard all
purpose road on a completely new alignment between Brenley Corner and Dover. The De-
partment has however been concerned to improve the route from Brenley Corner and
schemes which are programmed to start next year will provide a road of dual carriageway
standard to Harbledown on the western outskirts of the city. To the east of Canterbury,
work will start next year on a dual carriageway by-pass to Bridge and an improved road is
planned to be completed from there to the ferry terminal at Dover by the end of 1976.

3.  Within the City of Canterbury, Rheims Way and the Ring Road are dual carriageways
but there is some congestion at the junctions. The New Dover Road approach from the east
passes through a predominantly residential area, where heavy lorries travelling to and from
the cross Channel ferries cause considerable disturbance. The proposed Channel Tunnel and
extension of the M20 to Folkestone should provide a measure of relief to the A2 but the
volume of through traffic will still be considerable. ;

4. In September 1971 the Secretary of State appointed Consulting Engineers (Brian
Colquhoun & Partners) to investigate an alignment for a new trunk route to the south of
Canterbury in sufficient detail for such a route to be protected from development under
the Planning Acts. A by-pass to the north of the City has not been considered in detail
because of the significantly greater length of any northern route and the relatively difficult
nature of the ground.

5. Three main alternative routes for a possible southern by-pass of Canterbury have been
developed as a result of the work of the Department’s Consultants and these are described
below.

TRAFFIC

6. In 1969, the Canterbury Ring Road carried about 21,000 vehicles per day. It is fore-
cast that this could rise to 30,000 vehicles by 1978 after the completion of the M20 to
Folkestone and 33,000 vehicles by 1991 even after completion of the Channel Tunnel. If a
by-pass was built, it is forecast that it would carry between 8,000 vehicles and 11,000
vehicles a day by 1991, whilst the remaining traffic on the Ring Road should not exceed
22,000 vehicles a day. These forecasts for 1991 do not take account of the additional




14. ROUTE C ¢ Yy )

W Rhaive o d:éo)u]‘d tatl.so l.mv'c l‘]u. UpV[?er I—lurblc;down By-pass near China Farm. It would
: : LUCep cutling n a south easterly direction to pass under the London-Dov
Elilv:avra%t;:;l \eriSt{;I 9;1 cmhztmklinc_nl] and viaduct over the Ashford-Margate railway and t}g
eE . 1ts greater height and length of viaduct, ROUTE C w Id babl
more Intrusive than the other routes as it crossed the %tour'Vall Th (ité Wl i s
the south of the development along the A28 at Than‘-in Wi e‘rouge hfrpl sl
easterly dlrelction fwoiding the ribbon development in Ne»%ﬁ?oqlseniatrllfZn(élonNt;rclll:ien 1?0::1 SF({)CI)J;S-
It would bridge Cockering Road, Newhouse Lane and a lowered Iffin Lane andgpass under
Nackington Road, the_ level of which would have to be raised. Then following the general
contours of the land, it would meet route B to join the western end of the Bridge Bgy-pass
A junction between ROUTE C and the A28 Thanington Road or a possible Wincheap Radial
v\_fould not be worthwhile as this would mean a long detour and would therefore be unattrac-
tive to traffic. In addition any such junctions would be large and unsightly because of the

steep rising ground.

15. The following table sets out comparative costs and route distances and the relative
merits of the three routes as seen in the light of information available at present. In eco-
nomic terms ROUTES A AND B give better value for money because of their shorter
Iength and greater benefit for traffic.

STANDARDS

1.6. Presel_ltly predicted traffic levels are unlikely to justify the construction of more than a
single carriageway by-pass except at the western end of ROUTES A OR B where, if a
junction were provided to a possible Wincheap Radial, dual carriageways might be required.
However, should a scheme be included in the Trunk Road Preparation Pool, further design
and planning work will be needed and this will cover the standards to which a by-pass should
be built. Footpaths and tracks would pe diverted where necessary to existing road crossings
but the Pilgrims Way would be carried over a by-pass on a bridge.

LAND COMPENSATION ACT

g, Jiie road is constructed on any of the routes compensation would be payable to those
who qualify under the 1973 Land Compensation Act. Notes on the provisions of this Act
are available at the places where this publication is on deposit.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

18. Copies of this publication have been deposited at the offices of Kent County Council

(County Hall, Maidstone), Canterbury City Council and Bridge Blean Rural Distri¢t Council,
as well as at the post offices in the Canterbury area.

19. The Department of the Environment has arranged for an exhibition of plans, drawings,
photographs and a model of the 3 alternative routes to be held in the Slater Art Gallery

(Beaney Institute) in the High Street, Canterbury on the following days: —

Friday 16 November 10am — 8 pm
Saturday 17 November 10 am — 4 pm
Monday 19 November 10 am — 8 pm
Tuesday 20 November 10 am — 4 pm

Admission is free and you are invited to attend.

20. You are requested to complete the attached questionnaire and return it by Friday
4 January 1974 to the Department of the Environment, GPH Division, Room P3/102,
2 Marsham Street, London SWI1P 3EB. The views of the local authorities, other statutory
authorities and local voluntary organisations are being invited on the alternatives. Comments
received will be considered and reported to the Secretary of State for the Environment.

21. Should a decision be taken to prepare detailed designs on a preferred route for a new
A2 by-pass of Canterbury, there will be further opportunities for the views of the public to
be expressed when draft Orders under the Highways Acts are published. These will be open to
objection and if necessary a Public Inquiry can be held into the draft Orders.
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UEST
Q IO(I:\JANNA;SE ON CHOICE OF ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
RBURY SOUTHERN BY-PASS (A2)

Department of :
Room P3/IO% the Environment (1)

2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 3EB

E
PRIATE BOXES: THEw SEMESTIONS \BELOW BY PUTTING TICKS IN THE APPRO:
R ANUARY L 167 CN 8B PLETED FORM TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS BY

AND IT IN AT THE EXH
OFFICES, OR MAIN POST OFFICE, HIGH STREE%,)%IA[EJI’}FI{Z(I)JEUCI)&'.AT T ok

What you say will be carefully considered before any decision is taken.

Which 3 of the factors listed below in al

iBoting o route? phabetical order do you consider most important
; 2
a. Agricultural interests &
b. Amenity and recreation
c. Cost
d. Demolition of property
e

. Effect on property close to, but not physically
affected by the proposed road

Noise and pollution
g. Traffic needs

=y

h. Any other factor (please write here)

Which of the possible routes shown on the plan 3)
would be your first choice?

Which of the possible routes shown on the plan (4)
would be your second choice?

If you think your home or other property owned or
occupied by you would be adversely affected by any  (5)
of the routes please indicate which one(s)

Please give your name and address Lo bR e

................................................

cesssssasusssnaseEReocObsRRbassEsELARRRRARE D

If you wish to contribute more please do so in the space below.
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By FRANK JONES
Star staff writer

BRIDGE, England — Britain’s entry
into the Common Market has brought
nothing but danger and discomfort to
this little Kent village where the Eu-
rope-bound trucks start thundering
through at'two in the morning.

“At that time of night they travel at
between 50 and 60 miles an hour,”
said school teacher Gordon Lewis,
whose bedroom window is only four
feet from the passing monsters. ‘‘The
whole house vibrates.”

Picturesque Bridge is unlucky
enough to straddle the main Dover-to-
London road and is contending with a
20 per cent increase in heavy truck
traffic to and from the continent:in the
last six months.

A heﬂ on earth:

The 32-ton- tractor-trailers, roaring
through every 50 seconds, have turned
the lives of the villagers into a hell on
earth. Britain's Consumers Associa-
tion, after tests, have jiudgedif one of
the six noisiest places in Britain—no-
isier even than central London.

And worse may, be “in store:
Transport. ministers from the nine
Common Market countries are expect-
ed tfo meet in. October to settle a *
long-standing dispute over maximum
truck sizes, on European roads. It's
expected that Britain will have to bow
to ifs partners and agree to an in-
crease to 40 tons from the present
British maximum of 32 tons.

Even without ‘that happening Bridge
is a village of fear-where everyone
says almost unconsciously ‘‘mind the
traffic” {o visitors, and painters refuse
to repaint.the deteriorating houses on
the main street because of the danger
of being hit on sidewalks which are
only 18 inches wide in places.

Last week a giant tanker went out
of control on the hill leading down to
Bridge and shoved a dozen cars into
each other concertina-fashion, Luckily
there was no loss of life, 1 3

Three weeks ago a big meat truck
trying to squeeze though @ narrow gap
on Bridge’s main street, s}d_g-swlped
another truck which ran ‘right into
Cyril Prickett’s fresh produce store,
* demolishing the front. ¢

" The village clbwn'speaks

" “Well, that’s progress,’’ said Prick-
ett, who is known as the village clown.
. Last year a 32ton tractor-trailer
~awent out of control in the village,
“destroyed a grocery store which has
. mever reopened, killed the driver, and
ame within inches of killing a girl
. sleeping in a bedroom over the store, ..

W R B T

g
=
£
=

£

“south of Bridge thrée young soldiers

were killed when a big continental
tractorrailer missed a bend and fell
on top of their car,

“We seem to he leading a charmed
life,”” sald John Purchese, who started
@ traffic protest group in Bridge 10
' years ago after an elderly man was
“knocked down and killed just outside
- “Purchese’s house on the main sireet.
'No one from the village has been
 killed in recent years. But statistically

speaking there's bound to he an ap-
palling accident soon.”

The clerk of the local rural district
. council, Iyor Soilleux, has warned
: Britain’s department of the environ-
= ment, which is responsible for the
: !road. We are going to have another
: Aberfan  (when 116 children were
= ngé:d in a Welsh landslide accident in
'day)"' We ‘live at crisis point every
= But for years the villagers got no-
L where  with  {heir battleg to Rgmve a

QU LT TR T R TR

)
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- ways, trucking companies switched to

~ And two weeks ago on the hl'g&i‘v}i}"(ta
\

‘ordered a bylaw banning trucks on its -

- pretty muddy doorstep.”

bypass built around the village. A
thousand people staged a sit-down pro<
test in the main street and brought
traffic to a halt after last year's gro-
cery store crash, and Purchese's pro- 2
test group sent letters to the cabinet £
minister responsible every month re- £
minding him how many days were left
before Britain joined the Common
Market and the truck traffic increased
even more.

The central government has finally
agreed to build bypasses around
Bridge and a string of other villages
on the tortuous stretch of highway,
but it will be at least two years before
they are completed.

In the meantime Bridge residents
will continue to experience in extreme
degree the horrifying fate which has
overtaken thousands ‘of ancient, slum-
bering British villages in the last two
or three years. 5
. With the arrival of Britain's express-

the big tractor-trailer units fargiliar to
North Americans. But once they’re off
the -expressways -the “juggernauts’. as
they are called in Brifain are back on
winding, narrow roads that often ha-
ven't changed since horse and cart
days.

Pounded to picces

0ld villages with narrow streets are
being pounded to pieces, with: trucks
regularly knocking corners off houses
and intimidating pedestrians on single-
file sidewalks. ;

Many British trucks are hopelessly
underpowered, belching out clouds of
black smoke at the slightest hill, and
the police seem helpless to- enforce
pollution standards.

Bridge, which is approached down-
hill at both ends and has a compara-
tively straight main street, invites dis-
aster as truck drivers roar through at
well above the 30-mile-an-hour limit to
get a start on the hill the other end of
the village.

“Our place is being knocked to
bits,” "said Sid Hogben, 71. ‘‘Pictures
fall off the wall, things fall off
shelves, and our ceilings have fallen
down several times."” |

“‘We dare'not have a handle on the
front .door,” said Lewis, who has three
children. “We'd be afraid the children
would open it and Tun out oan the
street,” ’ y

The road surface in Bridge is break-
ing up under the pressure and every
time an empty car transporter passes
it sounds like a steel mill falling down
as the trailer bounces over the pot
holes, Truck drivers from the Ford
Motor Co. felt so badly about what
was happening they even sent a dona-

the | ﬂd‘ st g sas

S

The m&p, as now demanded a
20-mile-an-hour limit for the village,
more radar traps, stricter enforcement
of safety regulations and loading lim-
its on trucks going on and off ships at
Dover, EHAT LS e

Last weekend protesters crossed the
Channel to Calais to hand out leaflets
to foreign truck drivers warning them
of dangers on the Dover-to-London
road—mainly as a gesture to embar-
rass the British government. :

But with the bypasses promised, the
government seems unwilling to do
anything more, The council at Canter- -
bury where the Dover-to-London road
goes through part of the town, has

portion, But the department of the
environment says it will merely issue
an“order setting aside the bylaw. Y
Wg’re on Britain's doorstep to Eu- -
rope,” sald Purchese wryly. “It's a

h
w m:;
| ries, were announced . c
‘Em&iruhment Department yes:
terday. : TN
: Kaxt county council has been
authorised to accept a
contract - which — will
eliminate overtaking dangers
by widening a three-and-three-
ggurter-ml})e streztld\no:. gh'e‘Lr.ud
en Out m: i
Bt eem and Oak Pollard, south
cast of Canterbury. Work i§ ex-
pected to take about 12 months,
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- Now they’re
- motorised
~ mastodons
g m'r KENTS .m‘"’?;
SR
received a I ".?%
paper ' cuttis g- about

mastodons”’
throu; !

. Lovel § g 4
y!;!dl%‘w onslaught of the
Jjuggernaut. "

Said Miss Cole: “As a
ent of the Can-

juggernau /
- - ing along the A a herd
. of stampeding buffalo.
- Since. however, h of
stam|

to thundering j L?
A s ent many of us
may

‘Bridge
by-pass

Sir,

In the Kentish Gazette,
Cllr Lawrence Shirley was
reported as | tulatis
Bridge-Blean me ers,
its officers and the local
tBordtheiJ eﬂomp;:lbfwk

ridge by-pass e.

While agreeing that such
congratulations are due, I
was surprised at the omis-
sion of the leading cam-
paigners. W .

Having rarely seen Cllr
Shirley’s name in print’ with
regard_to the: much - needed
road, I would have thought
that the persistent A2 Group
were at least » worth a
mention. ~ o :

K&
RCTTER

“would still be years away.
PETER T. SKELTON.

The Cot(ﬂi&-

41 Shalloak Road,

Broad Oak.
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 BRAKES SLAM ON CITY
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JUGGERNAUT BAN?

SOME city councillors
want to slam on the

brakes over Canter-
bury's planned jugger-
naut ban.

Three of them are urging the
full council to throttle back and
drop the whole thing. Their
recommendation goes to the
authority in a minute from the
Public Works Committee.

The city council, at its last
meeting, reversed an earlier
committee to do just

stop juggernauts and other

heavy traffic using the A2

through the city from date.
But the decision has led to a

SECRET,

Three men behind the Public
Works Committee’s new move
to have the ban squashed are
unknown. The matter was de-
bated in camera —udespite ob-
jection from Clir. Bernard Por-
ter — at the last meeting of the’
city council to kill the ban was
carried by three votes to two.

If the authority refuses to let
the order fall, however, a sec-

Public Works Committee will
ask that buses, public service
vehicles and breakdown lorries
be exempted from the ban,

While the city council's deci-
%I:n listnwaited. Town Clerk Mr,

ristopher Gay has been
instructed to collecyt evidence to
be Rmsented at any possible
publ

Mr. Gay has also béen asked
to seek an undertaking from Mr.
Peyton that a Canterbury by-
pass will not be held up under
Government cuts in public ex-
penditure.

Chairman of the Public Works
Committee, Cilr. Alf Walker,
told the Kentish Observer on
Monday that they had been

assured by local MP. David
Crouch that the city by-pass
would not be cut back.

However, Clir. Walker added
that he understood Mr. Rippon
had said he would be looking at
the matter again. If there was a
cut back, it would lead to a row
in Canterbury, said Cllr. Walk-
er.

He sald his committee had felt
it would not be possible for the
city council to imple it the
juggernaut ban, and a public
inquiry would not be held for
gome time.

“By then, it would be out of
our hands anyway,"" he added,

¢ inquiry.

'ELECTION FEAR FOR
A2 GROUP ™"

THE FORTHCOMING
General Election is
causing concern with
the A2 Group, who fear
a Government shake-
up' could affect the
schedule for building
A2 by-passes.

Mr. Brian Lewls, secretary of
the A2 Group, has written to
Canterbury’s M.P., Mr. David

Crouch, and the Labour and
le%ral parliamentary candi-

Juggernaut
‘@'
traffic soars

Despite economic problems
and shortages of fuel the flow
of heavy'lorry traffic through
Dover increased by 20 per
cent last year. .

Compared to the 1972 figure
of 156,581 lorries, last year's
total soared to 188,042, During
December alone, 14,706 heavy
vehicles passed through the
port, 2,453 more than in 1972,

For the second year run-
ning, the harbour handled
more than one million holiday
cars. The total of 1008052
represents a 046 per cent
increase.

There was,a 4.20 r cenl
rise in the number of passen-
gers using Dover, bringing
the total to a’record 5,707,088.

Tonnage of cargo, both ex-
port and import, through
Dover rose during the year
from 2,629,809 to 2,827,722, a
7.53 per cent increase.

e e

K& 274

dates, underlining the impor-
tance of the A2 Issue,

He sald in the letter that an
announcement was still awaited
a{l the cut-backs in public spend-

g.

“I fully appreciate that the
coming General Election may
play a major part in this deci-
sion, and I am extremely con-
cerned for the planned scheme
of A2 by-passes.

Poll on .

bridle
path to
Europe

IT was a sort of
Gallup Poll when
Liberal candidate
Mrs. Sarah Goul-
den took to horse-
back to rein in a
few more votes.
Her canter through
Canterbury on Sunday
had a political point.
The A2, with its
juggernauts crunching
the pavements, choking
the air, shattering the
peace and, sometimes,
killing people, is a
frequent talking point
when candidates get
round to local issues.
The road has been called
“the bridle track to
Europe'' because its
country-lane nature
seems out of place
between the M2 and the
autobahns of the Conti-
nent,

MEETING

Mrs. Goulden decided to
test the ‘‘bridle track'
theory, and proved that
you can take a white
horse almost anywhere
— and pull in a crowd,

From Harbledown she
trotted Neptune, a 17
hands grey, down the
A2 round Canterbury

|| and on to Bridge for a

|| vilage green meeting

{|" withvoters, .

“T urge you, therefore, to use
the A2 issue as being the prime

objective in your constituency
“ mandate." -

date. ~ar]
Mr. Lewis concluded that the |
problem was no longer a local

issue, but a national concern.

Tunnel
trouble

. A big question mark now
the Channel Tun-
| nel Project, Mr Rees, Dover’s
Conservative candidate,
a Press conference on Mon-

hung over

day. .

. Mr Rees said the world
fuel crisis put a different light

'I‘unue& traffic
e

must be reviewed. Shipping
companies had no intention
o(l ulling out, he am[i’l:gsised.
pessimistic. about the future
er,” Mr Rees stressed,
“Anything.

which takes pressure off the
east Kent roads system must

on Channel
forecasts. These,

e shouldn't

of
and “he added:

be a plus.”

The new Canterbury District |
Council takes over on 1 April.

ke

2132 &

told

said,

too
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_the ‘idea when a 'block being |
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 and o ctive” ' Clir:Fisher sai 1 that suction produced by

was . demtad o Archie time hadqhee';wegardd gat'i\:tmo-m adarge lorry at over 30

Stoakes. He had thought long posed ban as & bluff. “This mph can draw a small
and %:;ﬂ :nbg“ th,g‘ ‘was never my Idea, I have _chﬂd}ntome road.

ghﬂtﬂ “it, and had ublicl . On Tuesday the A2

v at eonpmslon as. PRy group’said that while it

., He urged councillors to
* “search. thelr . consciences
ee about this and
the eel th

welcomed the leaflets, it

eemed to be ‘‘poetic
_justice as last year the
‘Board had prevented the
:group distributing its own
|¢similar leaflets in the
Dover docks:

= ‘It was greatly regretted
that drivers entered the

&

|| country by a 1974 port but
i on “‘a medieval road. "

Mrs. Goulden’s
horsepower!

D 2V2 L

ELECTIONEERING horseride the proposed M20 extension will
through Harbledown on Sunday be built in the near future. So the
by Liberal parliamentary candi- A2 will “the liteline to
date Mrs, Sarah Goulden was “a rope. na doubt traffic will

h erious pur. increase.” ;
pimmick with:&:% ) . Mrs, Goulden stressed that

pose.’!
oked: “This is Canter:. the by-passes must not be axed,
W?"':EHL' Coventry'' = a refer- g‘lrllcullrl" .Canterbury's,
ence fo the famous ride of Lady cause of Harbledown's posi-
Godiva. More l;;l?uslv. I'I:I‘. mﬁ m‘mn be started as
T B H %

:::r':rler‘r’\pomhﬁ.i in thopfo:el o“ “Mr, Peyton answered Mr,
Governinent cuts. . Crouch that the Bridge by-pass
“No doubt the Channel Tunnel * be started as promised —

ill be delayed and Mn . Peyton can‘t ibly know
:'vonluallv new docllion\r)’l% whether he will still have autho-
made, making it a rail-only

rity to make this decision,” she
| tunnel, stated.
| U“" is also doubtful whether CA48.




- o

B kbl Ll L L 8RR R L B ]

Growmg invasion by transport l'rucks is alarmlng vu!lagers of Bndge England.

Now U.K. V&ﬁlvlvd e mus

\ % ij\m[h%. )

By rﬁmmﬁmu A
Snuﬂmm News Service %

“It’s forelgners that - are
causing all the bother,” says
' agas station attendant, shout-

BRIDGE England — Be- ing directly into a visitor’s
Iore the “juggernauts’”, this ear {o make himself heard
- was alove]y Enghsh vﬂlage . over Wder of a moto-

T

 Nestled alongsidé the Lmle‘ Tized on rumbling past
 Stour River, the red brick cots sh bacon fo Lon-
| tages and flintstone pansh
~ church possessed the charac-

ter of a tourist board poster.

s _am of tractor transports :
_pemg funnelled a]ong nar-

} vent heen ‘wzdened si

" fronts when truck brakes| D

ailed. In June, three soldlersg"
ere crushed to death by tiles
spilled from a Belgian ]ugger I

ports, the. Channel Tummel and
the Concorde  SST, smaII- “naut, near Dover. ; 4
towns on the hxghways con- . ut some country gentry
neeﬁng London with the ports - ‘have only themselves to .
: over and Folkestone are - blame for the current predma~
totheirfomniaﬁons ment. They form the ;l:wu:kh

\3‘

‘main_stre £ of Bm e - Irish
: dg ; r@t«et the Eumpean Ecdnom- |

VA N ‘\.
o

Marke (el?u per A

.

bune of Bmtam s anti - roads
lobby, which has blocked hun-
dreds of plarmmg schemes to. |

bypass such narrow - streeted |
vﬂlages with costIy new lngh— |
ways. |

Now . they are hoisted on
their own petard. To continue
‘to  oppose such bypasses |
means_the: bucolic village |
charm ‘they  admire will be

# pieces beneath
Juggemaut wheels. .

Yet a rear.- guard defence
has been mounted against this
"an'mvasxon. i

ritish may have to

trucks; ‘they don’t want to put. | J
even bigger forelgu- ‘
ucks; The British and ®
_aligned against the '

ity (EEC) in a bat- |
he € maximum tractor |

f ed th
éoimﬁumty;; The two island
natjons are batﬂmg to hold .
the line at the current 32-ton(
maxmmm 4
That extra. eight tons could

be a life - and - death declsan
for vﬂlages such as Bridge.
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More work

on the A2

Work has started on the
long - awaited improvements
to the A2 between Barham
and Lydden, following the
go-ahead given earlier this
week by the Minister. for
Transport lnduntrlea Mr
John Peyton.

Costing £656,000, the " ;work
will remove the dan Trous
Z-bend at Barham Cross-
roads, which has tu the
junction into a notorious
accident black-spot.

It will 1ink the e'xlating
dual carriageway, which
ends at the, crossroa to
the new one leadlng ‘into
Lydden.

Apart from this, old sec-
tions of the A2 which were
used in earlier'dual carriage-
way improvements, between
Lydden and Out Eilmstead
Lane, will 'be’straightened
and wldened

Announcmg Mr Peyton's
decision, the Department of
the Environment admitted
that the existing single car-
riageway road, scene of
several fatal accidents, was
narrow and that its inade-
quate visibility made over-
taking dangerous.

The improvements will
mean both sections of the
dual car eway will be
24ft wide, and junctions will
be made safer by building
traffic islands an decelera-
tion. lanes.

Mr Pe'yﬁ:on'has authorised
Kent County ‘Council, whose
Surveyor, Mr A. D. W.
Smith, designed the scheme,
to~ accept the tender from |
Mears- Construction Ltd. The
work should be comp]eted
‘within a‘yea

 dies show

over five
‘crease f
those o
55,000 to
An'e
cast made.

| Laborator

cause publ;otoplx!g
Q\' roments’to p
%80t Mr L.E.

sta
'would mean additional cost, but-
he believed the public was pre-

pared to pay the price.

\




