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Amiable man who
was dedicated to

semng commumty

by Gerry Warren
gwarren@thekmgroup. co.uk
f @Gerry Warren

Family and friends gathered on
| Tuesday tosay afond farewell to

a village stalwart who served his

community for decades.

Former Bridge parish council

- chairman John Anderson, who
died on January 29 aged 88, was

- widely respected for his dedica-
tion to village life. :

| He served on the council for a
total of 15 years and was also a
city councillor for North Nail-
bourne ward for two terms until
he was forced -to step down in
2011 due to ill health.

A memorial service is also
planned at St Peter’s church in
the village, where he was a war-
den for many years, at 2pm on
Monday (February 22).

“As well as his parish and city
council service, John was the vil-
lage correspondent for the Kent-
ish Gazette for many years.

A keen gardener, he was presi-

Brldqe vnllaqe stalwart John :

Anderson who has died

dent of the village Horticultural

Society from 1994 and later chair-
man until 2010.

. He was a former Buff and stud-

ied medicine, later managing a
hotel in north Wales with his first
wife, who sadly died young.

He moved to east Kent and
became sales manager at Grain
Harvesters at Wingham.

His next move was to become

| ‘John was areal

vlllage stalwart’

an RAC hotel inspector, where he '

‘was later appointed chief inspec-
‘tor for Europe, retiring in 2005.

He lived in Dering Road with

his wife Ethel, who is known as -

Billie. They have a daughter,
Vicky. Their son, Ian, died of
cancer in 1997. s
Increasing ill health caused
Mr Anderson to be cared for at
the Bridge Haven Care Home in

" recent years.

Lay preacher at St Peter S

.Church Margaret Clarke, took

the service and gave the eulogy
for Mr Anderson at Barham Cre-
matorium and recalled his bright
and funny character.
Afterwards, former parish.

council chairman Ann Edmonds
said: “John was an amiable and
gentle man who was a real vil-
lage stalwart and contributed a
lot of his time and effort to the
community.”
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