Competitors in the football competition.

They are
going to dig
into history

A Dbid to discover more about
Canterbury's distant past is to
be made by local historians, On
Wednesday ithe City Council
gave the Canterbury Excavation
Committee—a group of archaeo-
logists of which the Town Clerk,
Mr, John Boyle, i3 secretary—
permission to make a dig on the
site of the multi-storey car park
in the ¢ity centre.

The site is right in the middle
of what was Roman Canterbury.
Several important discovenies
have heen made on the White-
friars site nearby. These include
evidence of continuous Roman
and Anglo-Saxon urban settle-
menits.

Although the excavations—
probably a series of trenches—
will be made by local archaeo-
loglsts, they will be under the
leadership ©of an expert ap-
pointed by the Ministry of Pub-
l¢ Building and Works, possibly
Mr. J. H. Willlams, of Man-
chester University.

Roman road

‘What will they expect to find?
It is thought that a Roman road
crosses one ‘corner of ithe site.

“But apart from that nothing
is known about this particular
area,” said Mr. Boyle. “It is
quite a promising site and the
beauty of digging fis that you
don’t know what on earth you
are going to find.”

Stressing the importance of
making ‘the excavation, Mr.
Boyle pointed out that once
work started on the multi-storey
car park a Jlarge quantity of
sub-soil would be removed from
the site,

“And when the building is
completed the soil beneath it
will be gealed off for perhaps as
much as 100 years. This is the
last opportunity left to his-
torians for a very, very long
time,” he added.

Canterbury soldier’s
sailing feat

Food poisoning and gales were
just two hazanrds that a seafaring
soldier from Canterbury under-
went during & two-man crossing
of the Atlantic under canvas.

Just back, after sailing the
35-ft. sloop “Rose Rambler” from
the West Indies to Lymington, is
Cpl. Kenneth Nunn (26), whose
parents live in <College Road,
Canterbury.

Cpl. Nunn's Sir Francis Chi-
chester adventure began when
the yacht’s skipper, Mike Po-
cock, called for a volunteer crew
to fetch the sloop back to Eng-
land trom Grenada, in the West
Indies.

Cpl. Nunn, whose previous
experience was two weeks' train-
ing in sailing in 1963 and a little

dinghy sailing since, was ac~
cept: as one of the crew of
three,

Taken ill

But it didn’t stay three for
long. Two days out of Grenada
in ‘the eight-ton sloop, the third
member was taken ill with ap-
pendicitis and 'had ito be put
ashore at St. Vincent.

With no self-steering gear the
“Rose Rambler” wag hard work
for the two-man crew, who had
to spend hour after hour at the
helm.

The last landfall before the
Atlantic crossing was Antigua,
which they passed on May 14.
As they progressed winds rose
to gale force, with huge seas
crashing over the sloop.

Just to make matters worse
both men were ill with mild food
poisoning. As the gales blew
harder and the seas got rougher
the experienced trouble
witl)r: the sails, and the mainsail
had to be lashed down to the
deck.

On June 5, while still far out
at sea, the diesel pipe fractured
and 56 gallons of fuel found their
way into the bilges. For the next

few days—when mot actually at
the helm—the two men were
kept busy pumping.

Landfal] was flnally made on
the Bishop Rock at midnight on
June 14, and the last leg of the
trip was completed in very heavy
weather. 2

The crossing from Grenada
had taken 48 days and over 4,000
miles was covered.

Cpl. Nunn is st present sta-
tioned at the Royal School of
Military Engineering at Chat-
ham. His father was a W.O.I in
the Royal Engineers.

]

Runner-up
in rifle
championship

Corporal T. E. Harris, of the
5th Volunteer Battalion Queen's
Regiment, Canterbury, was run-
ner-up on Wednesday in the first
rifle championship of the newly-
constituted Territorial Army
Volunteer Reserve.

He scored 313 out of a possible
350, in the six major events of
the three-day meeting at Bisley,
to finish 18 points behind the
winner, Sergeant D. Witts,
R.A.O0.C.

The 80 competitors fired a
series of events which included
every type of battle shooting,
snap-shooting, rapid fire and
fire-with-movement, as well as
the conventional target shooting.

Corporal Harris also won the
T.A. bronze jewel, with 165 out
of 200, the top score in one of
the matches which made up the
championship, and the silver
medal for the top score in the
corporals and privates class.

Nurse weds
at Bridge

The wedding took place at St.
Peter’'s Church, Bridge, on Sat-
urday of Mr. Dennis P. Le Mar,
only son of Mr. and Mrs. F. Le
Mar, of Dunkirk, to Miss Anthea
M. Davis, only daughter of M.
and Mrs. D. Davis, of Apple
Acre, Bridge.

The cervice, conducted by the
Vicar, the Rev. Colin Perry, was
choral, and the hymns included
“Lead s, Heavenly Father” apd
“O Love Divine.”

The bride, given away by her
father, wore an Empire linc
dress of white lace over satin,
with a train, and her headdress
was a silver rose encircled by

lilies of the valley, She carried
a bouquet of red roses and lilies
of the valley.

Her attendant, flve-year-old
Elaine Johnson, niece of the
bridegroom, wore a lemon-col-
oured lace dress and a head-
dress of sweet peas.

The best man was Mr. Keith
Davis, brother of the bride, and
after the reception at Apple
Acre, Mr. and Mrs. Davis left
for a honeymoon tour of the
West Country.

The bride, who is on the staff
of St. Augustine’'s Hospital,
Chartham, travelled in a navy
blue Courtelle suit trimmed with
white,

The bridegroom is a member
of 'the office staff of the Lenfleld
! Cable Company, of Canterbury,
ilam}( the couple will live in Dun-
irk.
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The name’s the same—Bridge’s baker’s shop is
who are up at the crack of

Young girls of Bridge who

Canterbury
M.P. at

Stodmarsh

Mr. David Crouch, M.P. for
Canterbury, took part in a well-
attended discussion group at
Stodmarsh on Fniday at the
home of Major and Mrs. Croft.
All shades of political opinion
were represented.

Mr. Crouch wsaid ‘that there
had been mno growth in our
economy for the last two years
but in his Budget speech this
year Mr, Callaghan had calcu-
lated on a three per cent. growth
for 1967.

Already there were ominous
signs that this would mot be
reached, and the Cabinet were
considering drastic cuts in
Government expenditure. It
would mean further restrictions
and reductions in public spend-
ing on schools, universities,

| teacher training colleges, hos-

pitals, roads, as well as in de-

fence and overseas aid.

owned by Mr.

are now mag full use of the facilities
offered them by the Brownies, under the lead ership of Mrs. K. J. Good.

E. G. R. Baker and family,
dawn baking the village’s bread.
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Church verger and thg man
the villagers call, §“Mr.
Friendly,” Mr. Jack Hbkins.
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-be Jack Nicklaus tries his hand at putting at Chartham Primary School fete o
Saturda
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The name’s the same—Bridge’s baker’s shop is owned by Mr. E. G. R. Baker and family,

who are up at the crack of dawn baking the village’s bread.

B A By )

The chairman ‘of the Parish Council, Mr. A. Stickels (left),
takes a stroll arcund this rapidly expanding village and
stops to speak to villagers.
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.PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

r a coffee
any efforts

they were, said Mr. Lewis,

happy to say that ithey had

pushed officialdom to such a
point ®that the rural district
councils of Bridge-Blean, Dover
and Swale, and Dover Town
Council and Canterbury City

Council met a member of the
Mintstry to view the situation
first hand,

By - pass campaigner, Mr.

Brian Lewis.

“We are delighted,” continued
Mr. Lewis, “that work 1is pro-
gressing on 'the A2 and we do
feel we have got somewhere by
our efforts, The only damper is
that Bridge, which is scheduled
to be by-passed In filve to seven
years, could in the meantime
‘become the equivalent to a small
hamlet straddling the M1, unless
priorities are put into the cor-
rect order.

youn swimmers when the
achool is on holiday.

The schoo! also has the proud
boast of gelting an average of
30 to .40 per cent, of children
through to grammar schools.

This i3 above average.

The newcomers

Fully aware of all village

roblems is the chairman of the

rish Council, Mr. A. Stickels,
of Lloret Cottage. Born in the
area, he went away for a time
but returned to the village for
his retfrement.

A member of the Parish Coun-
cil for 10 .years, he has been
chairrman for just over ane. He
iz als, seeretary of the Canter-
bury hranch of the Kent Associ-
ation «f Parich Councils.

Of 1hé many new people com-
ing to the village, Mr. Stickels
said that three months ago they
held a “Getting to Know Your
Neighhgur” evening, which was
organisqd by Mrs. J. D, Smith.
At first he thought the new
people wete inclined to segre-
gate thamselves but now they
were takihg an interest in vil-
lage aﬁ'ﬁh’s and many made new

conta, #yrough the efforts of
that gp-cigl,evening.

Lodking @t the problems of
the illugeyMr. Stickels said they
had c,m got a definite date
for t ourne Valley drain-
age schox wgout they knew that
the authorites were looking into

the matter ¥and were working

out their e ates.

Of +the ass, Mr. Stickels
said, “I =& disturbed at the
news that #is is not likely to

come fo:r so¥ne years. Bridge is
suffering frén a lot of through
traffic which)goes at a fast pacce.

“Some pegble are inclined to
treat the High Street as a race
irack, partighlarly now that we
have the, yellow line parking
regulations, With no traffic
allowe rk by the side of
the kerb, trgific is allowed a free
road to' gpeed through, leaving
pedestrians in peril.”

Mr. Stigkels said they needed
new <trcet lighting and therce
was the urgent problem of pro-
viding a car park_ Over the
lact wvenr thev had heen trving

was a good deal of healthy
criticism, said Mr. Stickels.

Like Bridge, every community
must have its problems, al-
though some may not be quite
as frank as Bridge when airing
thelr difficulties, Yet, problems
or not, the village is an ex-
tremely pleasing place to live
and visit,

With its charming old-
fashioned built-up arca, Bridge
is a village of contrasts, Away
from the main road there are
many beauty spots to be tound,
including the ford and the fields
at the top of Conynham Lane-—
formerly Laundry Lanc but
changed because some residents
objected to that title

Something of a roaming vil-
lage, the High Street is tipped
by St. Peter's Church, which 1s
ust. around the corner from the

ethodist Chapel.

The Vicar, the Rev. Colin E.
H. Perry, has been in the vil-
lage for ‘three years, coming
from St. Martin’s and St. Paul's,
Canterbury. He said that there
was a great sense of vl'liadge
life and everyone was friendly
towards e¢ach other.

Stranger welcomed

Proof of these words came
from Mrs. G, Flynn, of 12
Dering Close, who came to
Bridge three years ago from
Canterbury, On her first day in
the village a stranger came to
her house and said, “Welcome
to Bridge and Bridge Church.”

“Since then,” she added, “I
have seen many acts of kind-
ness. KKven now there are little
gifts, such as bunches of prim-
roses, left on my doorstep and
I have no idea who leaves them
—it is just another sign of the
friendship here.

“Really, it is the most frtendly
community I have ever known
and I have mever found a grey
sheep, let alone a black one.”

With such glowing testi-
monials to ‘the sincerity and
friendly approach of the people,
it is ro surprise that the com-
munity spirit extends to the
formation of many clubs and
socleties. 'All are aimed at cater-

three years ago, it has a mem-
bership of 38 @and arranges
coaching for beginners.

The ladies seem particularly
well catered for, Apart from the
Mothers' Union and Young
Wives’ Group, there is the
Women’s Institute under its
president, Mrs. V. Dawson, of
The Cottage, Bridge HilL

Mrs. Dawson said that there
were sbout 80 memhers and it
was good to see the young
people in the village joining the
Women's Institute. They meet
monthly in the Village Hall.

Apart from these organised
gatherings, which also inciudes
a chess club and horticultural
society, popular informal meet-
in ints are the three village
ublic houses: The Plough and

‘arrow, the Red Lion and the
White Horse Here, not only do

u find villagers, but also the
townies who prefer a country
pub for thelr evenings out.

The Red Llon gave local
journaliste’ hearts a flutter when
the engagement was announced
between Miss Toni Gardner and
King Hussein of Jordan., For it
was revealed ito a “Kentish
Gazette” reporter that Miss
Gardner had lved in Bridge
when ner father had been the
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landlord of the Red Lion. Miss
Gardner, now Princess Muna, is
still remembered by many
people in the village.

One of the strangest contrasts
to be seen in the village is the
arrival of monks at Bourne
Park Benedictine Abbey, who

have found themselves neigh-
bours to the Bridge Country
Club at Bridge Place.

The club will be run by Mr.
Peter Malkin and Mr. Michael
Loveday. It will have two dance
floors and two bars. The gala
opening is on July 26 with the
appearance of Kenny Ball and
his Jazzmen.

Asked of the residents' reac-
tion to the thought of a club,
Mr. Malkin said that at flrst
people were a little afraid that
there would he a lot of noise
from late-night traffic going "o
and from the club, But that fear
had disappearéd now that they
hagd built a separate driveway
clear of any houses.

And so you coukd go on . . .
new faces arrive, old ones look
on, <sometimes bewildered by

what they see. Briidge has been
courageous enough to accept
change and now it can almost
certainly look forward to a pros-
perous future,



Air Vice Marshal A. P. Ledger and Mrs. Ledger (left) opene their home for a coffee
morning and sale in aid of St. Peter’s Church Chancel Fund. Just one of the many efforts
being held to raise money for the village church.

The Village Hall provides an ideal badminton court for the Bridge Club, which now has 36

members.

pushed oflicialdom 1o 5600
point that the rural disu
councils of Bridge-Blean, Do-
and Swale, and Dover To
Council and Canterbury C
Council met a member of
Ministry to view the situat
first hand,

By - pass campaigner, M
Brian Lewis.

“We are 'delighted,” continu
Mr. Lewis, ‘“that work is m
gressing on 'the A2 and we
feel we have got somewhere
our efforts, The only damper
that Bridge, which is schedul
to be by-passed in five to sev
years, could in the meantir
‘become the equivalent to a sm:
thamlet straddling the M1, unle
priorities are put into the cc
rect order.

“However, it is possible th
a survey of the by-pass will
started within the next t\
years. We want to see not on
Bridge, but all other commu:
ties that straddle the A2, ©L
passed.

“They should all be part a:
parcel of a new scheme, whi
the authorities are undertakir
to build a dual carriagew
alengside the existing roac
added Mr. Lewis.

He also said they did not fc
they could do any meore at tf
stage 'because it was in t
hands of officialdom. But th
thad to consider the village
safety and if ‘things came to
standstill they would sta
shouting <again —they had t
support, not only of the yow
people, but all of the village,

New councillor

Keeping a close watch on t!
village's problems is Cllr. Lat
ence Shirley, of the Fost Offic
He was recently elected Bridge
representative on the Bridg
Blean Rural District Council.

Married, with two boys, 2
year-old Mr. Shirley has know
thz village for 10 years, althoug
he has lived there only
months, He decided to stand f
election bhecause he thoug
younger blood ,was needed. :
the moment he is not a pari:
councillor but said he will star
for clection next year.

He echoes Mr. Price's sen
ments of the need for a new hs
and he strongly supports the b
pass demand. He is 3lso e
tremely keen on secing ti
introduction of main drainag
which will come under the Na
bourne Valley scheme.

It carries with it the hop
for a new village school. T!
present building, say the v
lagers, is old and inadequate a1
a new one is planned on 2 si
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The Village Hall provid& an ideal badminton court for the Bridge Club, which now has 36
members.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hawkins in their men’s and ladies’
Hopkins, whose family has been dealing with Mr.

outfitters with customer, Mrs. E.
Hawkins’ family for 60 years.

Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s
QOQuifitters

stage ‘because 1t was In e
hands of officialdom. But they
had 'to consider the village's
safety and if 'things came to a
standstill they would start
shouting again —they had the
support, not only of 'the young
people, but all of the village,

New councillor

Keeping a close watch on the
village’s problems is Cllr. Laur-
ence Shirley, of the Fost Offica.
He was recently elected Bridge's
representative on the Bridge-
Blean Rural District Council.

Married, with two boys, 31-
year-old Mr. Shirley has known
tha village for 10 years, althougn

he has lived there only 18
months. He decided to stand for
election because he thought

younger blood was needed. At
the mpment he is not a parish
councillor but sald he will stand
for election next year.

He echoes Mr. Price's senti-
ments of the need for g new hall
and he strongly supports the by-
pass demand. He is also ex-
tremely keen on seeing the
introduction of main drainage,
which will come under the Nail-
bourne Valley scheme.

It carries with it the hopes
for a new village school. The
present building, say the vil-
lagers, is old and inadequate and
a new one is planned on o site
at Bifrons Park.

It should have been included
jn the 1966-67 building pro-
gramme but hes been put ba.ck
because the Kant River Board
will not permit the digging of
any more cescpools. Therefore,
the authorities will not sallow
the building of o new school
until main drainagze comes to the
ares,

At the school, the head-
mistress for tne past 19 years,
Mrs. O. Knight, said that when
she first came there werce about
50 pupils but that had now in-
creased to 121. Today they had
to cope with the same sanitary
arrangements that were avail-
able when the school had only
those 50 pupils.

New school or not, the parents
of the children are determined
to make the best of what many
consider to be poor conditions
for their children, The school’s
Parent-Teacher Association is
strong and recently raised £570
to bufid the pupils a swimming
pool and the parents work a
rota system for supervising the

MORE PICTURES ON
PAGE 14

Mr. Stickels gave an example
of 'this Intervst. He said the vil-
lage held an annual parish meet-
ing, when the electorate were
invited to ’attend and voice its
suggestiong and complaints.

Unfortugately, in the past,
public ;‘g::‘ish meetings in
general ‘hBad been poorly at-
tended, alffough Bridge had al-
ways regponded better than
some. ntly, in connection

with the Qommission on the Re-
form of Local Government there
seemed to, be some tendency to
suggest 4§hat parish meetings
were ugeless because no-ome
attended ghem.

With this opinion facing them
he decideg to take steps "o en-
courage Reople to attend and
thus show that the arguments
hefore the Commission were not
well foundgd,{ )

In Bridge thg result was sur-
prisingly go and this year
they had\an attendance of 160.
The people d not hesitate to
speak their f minds and therc
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gramme Dut nes peen put back
because the Kont River Board
will not permit the digging of
any more ces:pools. Theretore,
the authorities will not aillow
the building of 2 new school
until main drainage comes to the
areo,

At the school, the  head-
mistress for the past 19 years,
Mrs. O. Knight, sald that when
she first came there were about
50 pupils but that had now in-
creased to 121, Today they had
to cove with the same sanitary
arrangements that were avail-
able when the school had only
those 50 pupils.

New school or not, the parents
of the children are determined
to make the best of what many
consider to be poor conditions
for their children, The school's

ier, Mrs. E. Parent-Teacher Association is
) vears strong and recently raised £570
M ° to build the pupils a swimming
pool and the parents work a
rota system for supervising the
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Bridgc’s old Voluntary Fire Brigade proudly poses for a picture in the days when a motor
vehicle was a rare sight in the village streets. Front left in the peak cap is Mr. Herbert Price,

B v ‘preparing for the opening of the new Bridge Country
Clul are Peter Malkin (front) and Michael Loveday, who
K will be running the club.

who still lives in the village.
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now has 36

to be by-passed In nve to seven
years, could in the meantime
bhecome the equivalent to a small
thamlet straddling the M1, unless
priorities are put into the cor-
rect order.

“However, it is possible that
a survey of the by-pass will be
started within the next two
years. We want to see not only
Bridge, but all other communi-
ties that straddle the A2, by-
passed.

“They should all be part and
parcel of a new scheme, which
the authorities are undertaliing,
to build a dual carriageway
alongside 'the existing road,”
added Mr. Lewis,

He also said they did not fcel
they could do any more at this
stage ‘because it was in the
hands of officialdom. But they
had ‘to consider the village's
safety and if ‘things came to a
standstill they would start
shouting again —'they had the
support, not only of ‘the young
people, but all of the village,

New councillor

Keeping a close watch on the
village's problems is Clr. Laur-
ence Shirley, of the Fost Offica.
He was recently elected Bridge's
representative on the Bridge-
Blean Rural District Council.

Married, with two boys, 31-
year-old Mr. Shirley has known
tha village for 10 vears, although
he has lived there only 18
months. He decided to stahd for
election because he thought
younger blood ,was needed. At
the moment he ig not a_ parish
councillor but sgid he will stand
for 2lection next year.

He echoes Mr. Price’s senti-
ments of the need for a new hall
and he strongly supports the by-
pess demand. He is also ex-
tremely keen on sezing the
introduction of main drainage,
which will come under the Nail-
bourne Valley scheme.

It carries with it the
for a new village school. The
present building, say the vil-
lagers, is old and inadequate and
a new one is planned on o site
at Bifrons Park.

It should have been included
in the 1966-67 building pro-
gramme but hes heen put back
because the Keont River Board
will not permit the digging of
any more cesspools. Theretore,
the authorities will not allow
the building of o new school
until main drainage comes to the
area.

At the  school, the  head-
mistress for tne past 19 years,
Mrs. O, Knight, said that when
she first came there were ahout
50 pupils but that had now in-
creased to 121, Today they had
to cope with the same sanitary

avvanoamonte that  woera awvail-

hopes

pedestrians in periL”

Mr. Stigkels said they needed
new strcet lighting and there
was the urgent problem of pro-
viding a car ark, Over the
last yeur they had been trying
to get the wuthorities to help
acquire a gite in the centre of
the villaze at the junction of
Western Avenue, but at the
momen: {he position seemed by
no means certain.

All the items, he continued,
had YLeen stressed time and
again by the Parish Council.
Villag.ws were also intent on
seeing the proposals become

reality and there was cvery in-
dication that interest in village
affairs was growing.

Parish meeting

Mr. Stickele gave an example
of this interest. He said the vil-
lage held an.gnnual parish meet-
ing, when #the electorate were
invited to nd and voice its

suggestions #axd complaints.

nforiunagely, in the past,
public  parfgh  meetings  in
general hady,been poorly at-
tended, althowgh Bridge had al-
ways respongled better than
some. Recently, in connection
with the Co ssfon on the Re-
form of Localfovernment there
seemed to be gsome tendency to
suggest thaty parish meetings
were usclesg. because no-one
attended thenj,

With this opnion facing them
he decided to,take steps 'to en-
courage pl'ngfq, to attend and
thus show thet the arguments
before the Cgmmission were not
wall foundgdy

In Bridge iHe result was sur-
morisingly . geod and this year
they had an attendance of 160.
The peopid did not hesitate to
spcak thef# minds and there

friendly approach of the people,
it is ro surprise that the com-
munity spirit extends to the
formation of many clubs and
societies. All are aimed at cater-
ing for leisure time and In many
cases the activities are coupled
with good deeds to people less
fortunate than themselves.

One such group ‘s the Bridge
branch of the League of Friends
of Canterbury Hospitals, with
Mr. Perry as its chairman and
Mrs. ®. . Apps secretary. The
group pays particular attention
to The Close, which cares for
the elderly,

Built in 1835, The Close has
two husband and wife teams in
charge. The superintendent and
matron are Mr. and Mrs. H K.
Urwin and ‘their deputies are
Mr. and Mrs. D. D, Smith,

Obviously the wvillage cares
a great deal for fts old folk.
Apart from The Close there is
Churchill House, where the resi-
dents iive in their own flats.

For the girls

On 'the younger side, life has
been a great deal more pleasant

for the girls since Mrs. R. J.
Good, of 3¢ Bridge Down, began
the 1Ist Bridge Brownies in

November. There are no Cub
Scout or Scout groups and prob-
ably, without the enthusiasm of
Mrs. Good, there would still
have been no Brownie pack.

However, the 28 members now
make full use of the amenities
offered them by being a
Brownie, They meet at the
school and help at some of the
fetes in the area.

Although there iIs now ™o
Bridge Youth Club, some of the
young people have joined the

village Badminton Club. Formed

el

For almost 30 years Mr. J. McNally has been doing his milk

round in the village. “The milkman has to be a friendly
chap,” he says.

BRIDGE?

of course

The

RED LION

Telephone Bridge 281

MAINTENANCE and ALTERATIONS
ESTATE MAINTENANCE

John“prson



