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B&C Roofing 
All your roofing needs 

No job too small 
Fully insured. 

Local, friendly, reliable service 
FREE QUOTATIONS 

Call Ben 01227 363366 
07949973176 FULL RANGE OF DOMESTIC 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
BATHROOMS/TILING 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 

DECORATING LANDLORDS 
WORK TOTAL 

REFURBISHMENTS 
CARPENTRY GENERAL 

MAINTENANCE REFERENCES 
AVAILABLE/ FULLY INSURED 

PLEASE CALL JEFF PULL 
01227 831012 07739 416114 

Antique restoration Modern 
finishes Ercol, G-plan, Yew, 

Mahogany, Oak etc Table tops . 
All furniture repairs A careful 

and professional service 
established 1960 Call Steve 

Scott for free quotation 07715 
639302 

Www.frenchpolisherkent.co.uk 
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Bridge Village Playgroup 

A traditional Playgroup in the heart of 
Bridge Village. 

A caring, nurturing safe environment for 
your child to grow & gain independence. 

Limited spaces available. 
Mon & Tues  9.00am - 3.30pm 

Wed, Thurs & Fri 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Contact Mary / Jane  07790  096 325 

SWEETS STUFF 
Fun Cakes for any occasion 

Made to order 
Why not have something different for your 

next celebration. 
These 'cakes' are made entirely of sweets 

01227 740944 
07816 426035 

www.sweetsstuff.co.uk 

YOGA CLASSES @ POLO 
FARM with Cheryl Rivers FIRST 

LESSON FREE Monday 1.30-
3.00pm    Tuesday 7.00-8.30pm. 

Wednesday 5.00-
6.30pm Thursday 10.00-

11.30am Please contact Cheryl 
Rivers on 01227 457707   
www.yogawithcheryl.org 

NEED A VAN? THEN I'M YOUR 
MAN For all light removals, 

furniture, and domestic items 
including house clearances. 
Safely transporting antique 

furniture a speciality. * Avoid 
expensive pick-ups and drop-

offs *Remove, dispose or 
recycle all household items     
including electrical appliances 

*Based in Barham 
*Reasonable and fair rates 

*Free estimates and 
quotations CALL CHRISTIAN 

ON: 01227 831639                       
          07771 728080 Email: 
stablegate@hotmail.co.uk 

Have you made your Will? If you don’t have a 
plan for what happens to your estate… The 

Government has! Make a Will now and be sure 
your family’s future is secure For a friendly 

local and affordable Will Writing Service: Call 
Martin Isaac 01304 812077 for details Powers 

of Attorney also arranged Home appointments 
available 

Affiliated to the 
Society of Will 

Writers. Agent of 
Aegis Wealth Ltd 

www.aegiswealth.c
o.uk                           
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C W LYONS & SON LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

70 Military Road, Canterbury 
24 Hour Service  Tel: 01227 463508 

Family Owned. Est 1911                       Members of SAIF, NAFD & NAMM 
Prepaid Funeral Plans Available 

THE CITY SWEEP CHIMNEY 
SWEEP Brush and Vacuum All 

Chimneys, Boilers & Stoves 
Swept Woodburning Stoves & 

Fireplaces Fitted Chimneys 
Lined, Certificates Issued 

HETAS & NACS registered, 
fully insured Member of the 

National Association of 
Chimney Sweeps Tel: 01227 
450888  Mob: 07813 716654 
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Family owned and run                         
Convenient parking 

Committed to quality care                    
Purpose designed modern practice 

     Relaxed atmosphere                      
       24 hour emergency service 

     Consultations by appointment        
     Modern purpose designed facility 

Rob and Rachel McMeeking 
Chalkpit Farm, Adisham Road, 

Bekesbourne, Nr. Canterbury Kent 
CT4 5EU (Opposite Essentially 

Hops) 
e-mail : info@bournevets.co.uk 
Web : www.bournevets.co.uk 

01227 832322 

“Logs for Sale” 

THE CARPETMAN 

David Brazier est, over 25 years 

Local supplier and fitter of quality flooring 
THE SCHOOL 

HOUSE                    
                                 

                      
WARE                      
                                 

        ASH 

CHOOSE FROM A HUGE RANGE 
OF CARPETS,       VINYLS AND 
OTHER FLOORING AT BELOW 

SHOP PRICES  INTHE COMFORT 
OF YOUR OWN HOME 

TEL:01304 
813372 

MOB:07976 
037683 

Horses, House & Hounds Do 
you need help with any or all 
of the above? 35yrs equine 

work experience/BHS 
qualified Many years of 

private cleaning Lifelong 
horse & dog owner Long 

term happy clients 
References available Please 

contact me 01304 841489 
(Adisham, Bridge) 07862 

739670 
Sonja.kennett@btinternet.co

m   
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Grass and Hedge Cutting 
and General Maintenance 

L.J. Dwyer 
07759 929893 

R.B.W 
KENT’S WATER FEATURE 

SPECIALISTS AND 
POND BUILDING EXPERTS 

Garden / Pond Design, Building and 
Refurbishments 
Pond Cleaning / Maintenance / 
Maintenance Contracts 
Child Safe Pond Covers 
Filtration  Specialists 
Patios - Decking - Fencing - 
Brickwork - Arbours 

Tel: 07563212858 
FREE ESTIMATES and 

CONSULTATIONS 

www.ReflectionByWater.com       
Email: andrewlongrbw@hotmail.com 

PC & Laptop Repairs. 
Data Recovery 
Networking & 

Maintenance. Repairs & 
New Systems . 

Upgrades. Virus 
Removal/Protection. 

info@gingercatcompute
rs.co.uk 

www.gingercatcompute
rs.co.uk 

www.gingercatcompute
rsolutions.co.uk              

                                  
www.gingercatcompute
rs.co.uk                            

     

 01227 700730  
07970 455861 
01227 700730 

We come to you...   
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Conservatory cleaning, Fascia 
and soffit cleaning 

Gutter clearing, Full exterior 
cleaning 

Domestic cleaners supplied 
References provided 

Est 10 years in Bridge and      
surrounding villages 

WINDOW CLEANER 
DARREN SANDERSON 

RING ME ON 01227 636796 
MOBILE 07789711432 

Kent Roofing 
Loft Conversions, Tiling 

Flat Roofing, Roofs Cut and Pitched 
UPVC Facia and Guttering 

Roof Windows Fitted 
FREE  ESTIMATES 
Phone 01227 861149 

ROGERS GARAGE 
AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS 

OVERHAULS SERVICING & BODY 
REPAIRS. CLASSIC & VINTAGE CAR 

RESTORATIONS 
Any make of new or second hand 

cars supplied 
36 HIGH STREET BRIDGE 

Nr. Canterbury CT4 5JZ 
CANTERBURY 830348 

Family Tree Research over 30 
years professional experience 
Contact Christopher Schofield 

for a free quotation 
schofield312@btinternet.com 

01227 721192 

UPHOLSTERY, FABRICS AND 
RENOVATION ALL 

COMMISSIONS CONSIDERED 
Tel: 07973 377817 or 01227 

455841 

SARAH de 
ROUGEMONT 

All locally sourced produce made with love, just for you
Loose leaf teas - Vibrant coffees - Homemade cakes - Freshly 

made sandwiches
Eat in or take away

Cakes made to order
Opening hours 

Monday to Friday 8am to 4pm
Saturday 9am to 3pm 

96 High Street
Bridge

CT4 5LB
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TILIA COTTAGE  at Court Lodge Farmhouse Comfortable self 
catering cottage in the beautiful village of Bishopsbourne. 

Sleeps 2 plus 2. For more details visit our website 
www.courtlodgefarmhouse.co.uk or contact Jenny Coop: 

01227 832242  mob: 07846 348509  jenny.coop@btinternet.com 
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Canon Jonathan LLoyd 
The Vicar 

23 High Street 
Bridge 

CT4 5JZ 
canonjonathanlloyd@gmail.com 

Tel: 01227 830250 
Dear friends, 
Having only just completed the Christmas season, we are now into Lent rather 
quickly as Easter this year is early.  I was once asked by the Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Bath (where I was chaplain) how the date of Easter was calculated.  I 
gave him a Book of Common Prayer, and talked about the position of the moon and 
the importance of golden numbers as I gave him the dates of Easter for the next half 
century.  He looked bemused.  As an American he just couldn't understand how and 
why the Church has any influence of the setting of university term dates!   Perhaps 
this is a useful reminder that although our society feels more secular than ever, at 
the heart of our legal and democratic systems, culture and society, we are shaped 
by Christian festivals, values and history. 
  
It was a wonderful moment last month when the crozier head of St Gregory's 
episcopal staff arrived in Canterbury Cathedral, as well as the Augustine Gospels.  
This powerful reminder of the sending by Gregory of Augustine in 597 to renew the 
Christian faith in this land, made me appreciate just how special it is to be here in 
Canterbury Diocese.  We are surrounded by deep Christian history, and our regular 
pattern of worship here in our five churches of the Bridge benefice is rooted in this 
history and witness. 
  
Lent is an important time of simplicity, pondering, studying and finding space to 
imagine Jesus in the wilderness. The first day of Lent is Ash Wednesday on 10 
February and this year we are having a joint service at St Vincent's Church, 
Littlebourne, at 7.30pm.  You are warmly invited.    Through the five weeks of Lent 
we have three different Lent Groups locally, and I invite you to come and take 
part.  (See page 13 for details)  
  
I am most grateful to Pat Kusel who has led the Family Service at Bekesbourne for 
over 20 years, and served as an Authorised Lay Minister.  She has now stepped 
down from these roles, and I thank her for all her hard work, creativity and energy in 
leading this ministry with such skill and commitment over such a long time. 
I am also grateful to Clive Medhurst who has served as our benefice treasurer, and I 
welcome Devin Brougham our new treasurer.  Devin has served as church treasurer 
in Thailand, Germany and Sweden, before he moved to Nackington. 
  
This month our good friend Canon Reg Humphriss celebrates his 80th birthday, and 
we send him our congratulations and thanks for all he does for us. 
I first met Reg in 1982 when Sue and I applied to get married in his parish.  (He said 
yes!) 
  
Have a blessed Lent, Jonathan 
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Last Family Service Bekesbourne 

Our last service was Epiphany, The Three Kings.  The children acting out the coming 
of the Wise Men to Jesus.  It was a very moving service as Pat, after 20 years of 
running the service, has decided partly for health reasons to give up running the 
family service.  The service and Pat will be sadly missed.  She put a lot of hard work 
into the services, making them both interesting and fun.  She was supported by her 
husband Paul, who was part of the music team along with Jean and her daughters.  
When Pat was ill or on holiday the service was taken by Ashleigh, Jean’s husband 
with Jean and their daughters.  We are very grateful for their help and support of 
Pat. 

We wanted to thank Pat in some way and the family service members clubbed 
together and presented gifts to Pat not of gold, frankincense and myrrh but a 
Marlowe voucher and some shrubs for the garden.  Tea and cake followed.  A fitting 
if sad end to a popular service. 

Pat has also decided to stand down as ALM and her authorisation will not be 
renewed.  She will remain a member of Bekesbourne PCC. 

Jill Gillanders 
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DESERT EXCHANGES - an invitation this Lent 

Lent starts on Ash Wednesday (10 Feb) and this year we will have a shared service 
that evening at 7.30pm at St Vincent 's Church, Littlebourne (our sister benefice). 
You are warmly invited to join one of Benefice Lent Groups.  We meet once a week 
for five weeks.  The Diocese Theme for 2016 is 'Conversations on the Journey', and 
this Lent we will use Luke Chapter 4 to help us follow the conversations Jesus had in 
the desert that shaped his pilgrimage.   Small groups are an important part of 
exploring our journeys, and 'being the Church'. 
Each session has a title that relates to either the temptation considered or the 
questions that the preceding and following passages ask of us: Appetite, Ambition, 
Acclaim, Authentic, and finally Accept.  Bishop Trevor writes: 'I sense that there are 
many transformative, and perhaps risky, conversations yet waiting to happen in our 
churches.  I want to encourage these in every way we can.' 

There will be three Lent Groups (please choose one, and try to come each week); 
1) Tuesdays at 7.30-9.00pm at Mansfield Court, Bridge.  Led by Margaret Clarke.  
Starting on 18 Feb  

2) Thursdays at 2.30-4.00pm at Rosary House, Aerodrome Rd., Bekesbourne   
 Led by Pat Kusel. Starting on 11 Feb 

3) Thursdays at 7.30-9.00pm at 8 Conynham Lane, Bridge.  Led by Bev Latham 
and Martin Leggatt. Starting on 11 Feb. 
All are welcome!  

Thank You All! 
I would like to express my sincere thanks and deepest gratitude to all the wonderful 
friends who have given me so much support and kindness following my recent 
operation.  I have been overwhelmed and humbled by all the ‘Get Well’ messages, 
calls, cards, flowers and visitors I have received and the continuing concern and 
goodwill as to my progress.  These have helped me enormously in my recovery.   
Thank you all from the bottom of my heart. 

Sheila Scrivener 
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Fish Scheme (Neighbourly Help) News. 
Telephone number: 07935 966 080    
The February Coffee Pop-In will be on Wednesday 10th from 10 to 11.15 in Bridge 
Village Hall. If you have any spare knitting wool do please bring it along or telephone 
Rosy Green on 830204. Thank you. 

L`Arche Christmas puddings  
Huge thanks to the Christmas pudding eaters and givers who raised £500 which has 
gone to L`Arche in the Old City of Damascus where 28 disabled people are cared 
for.  Still more, who cannot cope with the road blocks, are visited and loved. We are 
also pleased to report that the premises of the Ultimate Pudding Company who 
produce these perfect puds were high enough to avoid the floods. They are now 
busy with next year`s supplies. 

St. Peter’s Bridge Flower Arrangers 
'We would like to have a Christmas Tree in the Bridge Church porch next Christmas. 
If anyone has a good artificial tree of 5 to 6 ft tall that they no longer need, please 
contact one of the churchwardens.' 

Bridge & District History Society
The next meeting will be on Thursday 18th February at 7.30 pm at the White Horse 
Inn, Bridge. A society member Roger Bickerton will talk about his father's part in 
World War I most of which was spent in the Middle East.  Some of the battles in 
which he took part were the forerunners of similar battles in World War II. 
Members £7.50, non members £9.00 to include a buffet.
Further details from David Gilmour Tel: 01227 832450. 

Canon Reg 
Many congratulations to Canon Reg on his 80th birthday. He has done so much for so 
many people here and throughout the world. 

Tom Ashdown 
Also to Tom Ashdown, who has secured a place at the Royal College of Music in 
Manchester. Tom has the most beautiful singing voice. We wish him well . 

Easter at Lower Hardres 
Easter is early ,this year so I thought I would give you a few dates ! March 25th Good 
Friday when we have the Children's Workshop 9 30 till12noon .More details in the March 
magazine. Easter day is the 27th at 9-3o we will have Family Communion and afterwards 
an EGG HUNT. Mothering Sunday falls on March 6th. At 11 am we will have Family 
Communion when posies and cards will be given to everyone. Obviously we shall have 
our traditional Simnel cake. There will be lots of children participation. 
Margaret  
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Poppy Appeal 2015 
Thanks to all who helped with the 2015 Poppy Appeal in November. We raised an 
impressive £2836.45. A special thanks to Bridge Primary School who donated £500 
from their Bonfire and Fireworks event as well as raising close to £400 within the 
school!  

We need new helpers for this year's appeal. We need people to collect door to door 
on Union Road, Bridge High Street, Bridge Down, Riverside Close, Mansfield Court 
and Beech Hill. We could also do with someone, such as a retired service man or 
woman, to volunteer to stand outside Bridge Stores to raise money for the Royal 
British Legion.  

Please consider just giving up half an hour of your time. It is a worthy cause and it is 
a good way to get to know fellow villagers better. 

Please email John Shirley Poppy Appeal Organiser john.shirley@johnshirleyltd.co.uk 
to volunteer or alternatively ring him on 07808734842. 

Littlebourne & District Royal British Legion         
The start of a new year is our quietest time for the Branch but we are nevertheless 
on the lookout for new members.  So if you feel you might like to join us please do 
contact us or come along to our next meeting. 

Our January meeting was attended by the Kent County Co-ordinator, Mrs Anne Hill, 
who talked to us about her work with the Poppy Appeal. 
  
We have already booked our next Cream Tea Afternoon for Saturday,4th June in 
Littlebourne Memorial Hall.  There will be lots of stalls and anyone who would like to 
book a table to sell their wares can ring the Poppy Organiser on 01227 728228 or 
the secretary on 01227 472023. 
  
Our next two monthly meetings will be on Tuesdays 9th February and 8th March, 
both at 8pm at the Recreation Club, Littlebourne. 
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CHRISTIAN AID 
     LENT LUNCHES 

Calling all Ladies who Lunch and Gentlemen who Munch! 

Our annual home-made soup and bread lunches will take 
place in Bridge this year on Fridays. 

WHEN: the 6 Fridays of Lent – February 12, 19th and 26th, 
March 4th, 11th and 18th between 12.0 and 1.30pm. 

WHERE: at 1 Riverside Mews, Bridge (off Riverside Close). 

Everyone in the community is welcome, not just church 
members. If you haven’t been before we’d love to see you. 

All donations will go to Christian Aid. 
Please ring 831956 the day before to book.   
Alan & Jean Barber.   
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Lack of food security is one of the world’s most critical issues. Despite 
millions of farmers and workers in developing countries working hard 
every day to grow the food we eat, many don’t earn enough to know 
where their next meal is coming from. Half of the world’s hungry 
people, nearly 400 million, are estimated to live on small farms. 

Shoppers in the West can change this by harnessing the power of 
Fairtrade – so that farmers and workers behind our products can feel 
secure, knowing they can feed their families all year round. 

Fairtrade works with 1.5 million farmers and workers in parts of Africa, 
Asia and Latin and Central America, enabling them to earn a 
sustainable income and the Fairtrade Premium, so that they can 
invest in vital community, business and environmental projects.  

Nilufar Verjee, Public Engagement Director for the Fairtrade 
Foundation, said: "When people are paid a fair price, they can have 
more control over their lives. Whether it’s having the money to spend 
on food or being able to expand their farms to grow more food to eat, 
Fairtrade means many farmers and workers are able to do what we 
take for granted – put enough food on the table for the people they 
care about, all year round”. 

Please buy an extra Fairtrade product this Fairtrade Fortnight 
29 Feb-13 March 

FAIRTRADE FAIR 
Saturday 12 March St Peter’s Methodist, Canterbury 
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Nailbourne Horticultural Society
Advance notice of the next meeting of the Society which will be an afternoon visit 
to Layham Garden Centre at Staple which specialises in the production of high 
quality roses and where we will be given a talk on roses and their care by the 
experts.   This will be on Tuesday 8 March and more details will be given in the 
March edition of "On the Nail".
 

Bridge with Patrixbourne Women's Institute
We have invited Jenny Barling to our next meeting on Tuesday 16 February to 
give us a talk entitled "Jenny's Jaunts" about the trips and outings she organises.  
The meeting starts at the usual time of 7.30 pm in Bridge Village Hall and, as 
always, we are pleased to welcome visitors. 

Fundraising events for St Peter’s Bridge and St Mary’s Patrixbourne—
dates for your diary 

Nearly New Sale—Saturday 19th March in Bridge Village Hall 
10am—12 noon, good quality clothing and bric a brac will be on sale. 
Refreshements will also be served. 
If you have any items you wish to donate please contact Evelyn on 830960 who will 
arrange collection. 

Coffee Morning—Saturday 14th May in Bridge Village Hall from 10am 

Who  hope to also organise a Produce Sale, to be held in Bridge Churchyard on 
Saturday 10th September 10 am—12 noon.  Remember us when making your jams 
and chutneys, make a few extra for us to sell.  All proceeds go to Church funds. 
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BOURNE VETS NEWS 

Cats are infamous for their long snoozes and often appear to be very laid back 
creatures, however they actually lead very busy lives. A great deal of energy is spent 
defending territory, eating, climbing, hunting for mice under the shed, teasing the dog 
next door and ensuring plenty of attention from their owners. All this activity takes its 
toll over the years and as they age, subtle changes can take place which are not 
always visible to the owner. Joints can become stiffer, hearing not so sharp and 
internal organs may begin to give a few problems. 
In older cats, kidney failure is very common. The kidneys filter the blood and 
remove waste products to form urine but as the cat ages the kidneys can become 
damaged, shrunken and scarred and not function as well. In the past this has been a 
difficult problem to detect early as up to 75% of kidney function can be lost before 
any symptoms become noticeable. Signs you may notice include that your cat is 
drinking excessively or urinating more than normal. They may also vomit, lose 
weight and lose their appetite. 
There is now an exciting new blood test available for cats and dogs which helps us 
to detect loss of kidney function a lot sooner by measuring SDMA levels. SDMA 
levels in the blood increase when 40% of kidney function is lost so we can now 
identify disease much earlier. This early identification means earlier management so 
we can help slow the progression of the disease. 
The type of treatment will depend on the level of kidney failure. We may prescribe a 
change of diet to a special ‘renal’ diet which has restricted protein, less phosphorus 
and salt and increased potassium and B vitamins. Your cat may also need 
medication to help reduce their blood pressure or they may initially need to be 
hospitalised for fluid therapy to help rehydtrate them. 
Unfortunately, there is no cure once the damage has been done but we can slow the 
progression of the disease and significantly improve the quality of life of your pet, so 
if you are at all concerned that your cat may be showing signs of renal failure please 
give us a call at Bourne Veterinary Practice on 01227 832322. 



# 
Abbreviated Minutes of a meeting of Bridge Parish Council 
Thursday 10 December 2015 in Bridge Village Hall at 7.00p.m.
 
(Full version on website www.bridgevillage.co.uk and BPC noticeboards.  BPC = 
Bridge Parish Council; CCC= Canterbury City Council) 
Recreation Ground 
Many entries for the school logo competition have been received.  It was decided 
unanimously to delay pollarding two maple trees until Council re-considers the 
pruning of these trees in December 2016. 
The Clerk reported on the correspondence which had been received from 
parishioners about the Cantley development proposals.  This has all been forwarded 
to Cantley.   
The Chair  spoke against the City Council plans for Brickfields at a public meeting 
on 11 November 2015 and reminded the meeting that the draft Neighbourhood Plan 
talked of 8 houses on the site, not the proposed 40.   
At a meeting held on 9 December the main terms of a thirty year lease for the Mill 
Centre  were discussed and agreed   The new lease will run from 1 March 2016.   
There will need to be a major campaign of fundraising by the Mill Centre 
Management Committee in order to pay for the proposed works.   
The budget for 2016-2017 was set and agreed  unanimously.   A precept of 
£29,737.61 added to a council tax support grant of £1,377.39 will bring the total 
budget (without the CFF element) to £31,075 an increase of £505 on the amount 
received in 2015-16. 
The new village snow policy was adopted. 
Mr Richard McCarthy was thanked for offering  to take on the post of footpath 
warden from January 2016. 
The village website has a link to the application form for the post of Village Warden.  
 The deadline for applications is 1 Feb 2016. 
A consultation document on the future of the Green Court area is being prepared. 
The Clerk was asked to investigate with the City Council the designation of areas 
such as Riverside Close, Conyngham Lane and the school access drive as “traffic 
managed areas”, meaning that the City Council’s enforcement team could report 
and sanction inconsiderate parking. 
It was agreed that the village would “Clean for the Queen” in early March (over the 
weekend of March  5 and 6, 2016) 
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Abbreviated Minutes of a meeting of Bridge Parish Council 
Thursday 14 January 2016 in Bridge Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Full version on website www.bridgevillage.co.uk and BPC noticeboards.  BPC = 
Bridge Parish Council; CCC= Canterbury City Council) 
Canterbury City Council has confirmed the precept request made for 2016-2017. 
It appears the butcher’s shop may yet be sold as a going concern and that interest 
has been shown by an interested party to take on the Post Office.    
Conyngham Lane has been registered with Canterbury City Council as a “traffic 
managed area” 
The Chair recorded his thanks and those of the Parish Council  to the volunteers 
who had erected and dismantled Christmas trees on the High Street. 

Recreation Ground 
The Clerk will inform Bridge School of the winning entries in the competition for 
recreation ground signs. 
Council resolved to purchase 2 new anchored picnic benches for the childrens’ play 
area (£1,024); repair one of the swings (£1,136) and pay for improvements to the 
pathway around the pavilion and the provision of a ramp for wheelchair access 
(approx. £4,200).   
The most recent update from Cantley Estates (dated 11 January)-now available on 
the parish website- was read out by the Clerk.  It refers to a number of potential sites 
for housing developments in the village.    The Chair gave his own personal 
response to this statement from Cantley. 
The village party to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday will take place on 12 June 
from 12-16.00h on the recreation ground.  Volunteers will be needed and the event 
must be properly advertised and organised. 
KCC will be invited to carry out their investigations on tree roots in the Green Court 
area.   Plans will be developed further once the required approvals are forthcoming. 
The Chair spoke of his personal disappointment at the way in which Canterbury City 
Council had announced potential development on the Brickfield site.  The Parish 
Council agreed to write a letter to the Chief Executive and Leader of Canterbury City 
Council which will include reference to the disingenuous use of  the unfinished 
neighbourhood plan to justify inclusion of more houses than are mentioned in the 
draft neighbourhood plan. 

Two potentially new contractors are to be contacted by the Clerk to see if a more 
efficient method  of controlling the moles on the recreation ground can be found.   
Council agreed to write again to Stagecoach outlining the apparent unfairness of the 
current pricing policy with regards to many Bridge residents.   
Training will take place in February on the use of the newly acquired Speedwatch 
equipment.  14 volunteers have come forward so far. 

It was agreed to include a flier about dog fouling in the next edition of the parish 
newsletter.    

The next meeting of Bridge Parish Council will be on Thursday 11 February 
2016 at 7.30pm in Bridge Village Hall. 
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ART IN BRIDGE 

Art in Bridge will be having their Open Exhibition on 
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th October in 2016.  



# 
JAZZ EVENING IN WOMENSWOLD 
Due to popular demand, the Langton Jazz Men will be again giving an evening of 
jazz at the Learning Opportunities Centre in Womenswold on Friday February 26th 
at 7.30p.m for 8p.m. Tickets cost £10, to include nibbles and one drink, (other drinks 
will be available to buy). This is only a small venue so only 40 tickets will be 
available, on a first come first served basis, from Marilyn Lewis on 01227 831208. 

FILMS OF BRIDGE 
New set of Archive Film Screenings will be on Saturday 27th February at 2pm and 
will be of footage of Canterbury to include, Bridge, Chilham, and Bekesbourne.  This 
film will also be repeated on Saturday 19th March at 2pm.  The showings are at 
Christchurch University in The Powell Building on North Holmes Road. Tickets are 
£5.  There is parking but arrive early. 
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ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 
Verses from this hymn were sung in the Musical Journey through 1878 concert at St 
Mary’s, Patrixbourne in September. I explained in my commentary how it came to be 
written, how its stirring tune makes it popular, how its military references can make it 
controversial, and how it was “most heartily sung” at the first Mattins using St Mary’s new 
organ on Sunday 22 September 1878. 

Readers might be interested to learn, or be reminded, that this hymn was written by Rev 
Sabine Baring Gould, when he was curate of a Mission in Horbury Bridge (West 
Yorkshire) for use on a long Whit-walk up to Horbury Parish Church in 1865. Although it 
had a dull tune, it was rescued from oblivion in 1872 when Arthur Sullivan (of G&S fame) 
composed his tune ‘St Gertrude’. 

My mention of the parody version Backward Christian Soldiers led to several enquiries, 
so I’ve set it out below (words anon). Each Advent we are urged “to wake up out of sleep” 
and it could be that these satirical verses can awaken us, both individually and collectively, 
to ways in which we are backward and help us resolve to change direction.    
                             
Backward Christian Soldiers, fleeing from the fight                                                            
                                   With the Cross of Jesus nearly out of sight.                                       
                                                                            Christ, our rightful master, stands against 
the foe,                                                                                                        But forward into 
battle, we are loathe to go. Backward Christian… 

Like a mighty tortoise moves the Church of God                                                                   
                            Brothers we are treading where we’ve always trod.                                   
                                                    We are much divided, many bodies we                             
                                                                               Having many doctrines, not much 
charity.  Backward Christian… 

Crowns and thorns may perish, kingdoms rise and wane,                                                     
                  But the Church of Jesus hidden doth remain.                                                      
                                      Gates of hell should never ‘gainst the Church prevail                      
                                                                             We have Christ’s own promise, but think 
that it will fail. Backward Christian… 

Sit here then ye people, join our useless throng                                                                    
                              Blend with ours your voices in a feeble song.                                          
                                             Blessings, ease and comfort, ask from Christ the King,           
                                                                            With our modern thinking, we don’t do a 
thing. Backward Christian… 
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THE REFUGEE CRISIS 

Images of desperate refugees risking their lives to cross the 
Mediterranean in unstable boats are a distressing reminder of the 
refugee crisis in the aftermath of World War II that led to the founding 
of Christian Aid in 1945. 

According to the UN, in the first half of 2015, a third of the people 
making the sea crossing to Italy and Greece were from Syria.  More 
than 50% of the population are now displaced, with more than 4.1 
million people forced to seek safety outside the country, in Lebanon, 
Iraq and Europe.  Their needs will increase now winter is here, and 
the numbers of people seeking refuge will continue to grow as long 
as the conflict in Syria continues.  As in 1945, Christian Aid is 
reaching out to those in need. 

As we approach Christmas and remember that the child Jesus was 
himself a refugee, could you help Christian Aid respond to the 
immediate and long-term needs of today’s refugees by giving to its 
Refugee Crisis Appeal? Your donations could buy sleeping bags, 
food, water, baby kits, and also improve conditions in reception 
centres.   

Christian Aid asks for donations of money rather than clothes or other 
goods, because it helps people more quickly, is more cost-effective, 
avoids damaging local economies and makes sure people get what 
they need most. 

To donate go to www.christianaid.org/refugees or send a cheque 
marked ‘Refugees’ to Christian Aid, 35 Lower Marsh, London, SE1 
7RL. 
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JW & LJ BRASIER LTD 
Unit 11 Partridge Drive 

Bridge 
CANTERBURY  CT4 5BF 

(01227) 831928 
Servicing & MOT’s 

Welding 
Full Diesel & Petrol Diagnostic 

Cars collected and returned locally 

Chiropody/Podiatry 
33 Northgate 
Canterbury www.bestfeet.co.uk

 
David Orchard 
86 High Street 

Wingham 
(01227) 451317 

BARKING BEAUITES DOG AND CAT GROOMING 
FULLY CERTIFIED CITY & GUILDS DOG AND CAT 

GROOMING SALON 
Qualified City & Guilds to instruct on Dog Grooming. Full pet 

grooming service with gentle one 2 one care in purpose 
built, superbly equipped grooming salon. Services include: 

Bathing, Drying, de-matting,  and high standard of styling on 
your dog or cat. Clipping, Scissorting and Hand strip 

services. - Grooming Maintenance Plans Bath and Dry your 
own dog (Dog Walker’s Groom) Tables and Bathing facilities 
to accommodate large breeds and dogs with arthritis, weak 
hips etc. The Old Stables, Highland Court Farm Bridge CT4 

5HW Telephone 07866 463660 or 01227 830166 All dogs 
speak to those who know how to listen 
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ELITE BLINDS AND 
SHUTTERS 

Made to Measure Quality Window 
Blinds and Shutters 

For your home, conservatory, office, 
school, hotel and more... 

Call David or Katie on 01227 714716 
info@elite-blinds.com    

www.elite-blinds.co.uk 

Domestic Cleaning Services 
Tel: 01227 277033 

www.supermaids.co.uk 
Email: info@supermaids.co.uk 

Est 1988 

PIANO TUNING
 Guitar Maker & Repairer of 

all fretted and bowed 
instruments.

 Email: 
 killynonis@hotmail.co.uk

Website:  
www.killynonisguitars.co.uk 

01227 830846                    
07835 215043 

D.M.B. Plastering All aspects 
undertaken Interior. Exterior. 

Plastering. Rendering. Coving. 
Ceiling. Walls. Floors. Finest 

quality assured. CSCS 
Certified. Over 28 years 

experience. Free estimates. 
Reliable service. Fully insured. 

Call David on 07818 607209 
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SAXON LODGE RESIDENTIAL HOME LTD 
30 WESTERN AVENUE, BRIDGE, KENT CT4 5LT 

Family run home. established for 23 years, recently extended to 
accommodate 23 residents with 12 ensuite rooms. 

We cater for permanent, respite, holiday stays, rehabilitation and day care. 
For further information contact Noida Canonce (Manager) on 

01227 831737 or info@saxonlodge.co.uk 
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BEKESBOURNE STABLES   
Liveries, hacking and lessons 
for all ages and abilities Pony 
rides and parties Horses taken 
for schooling Horses hired out 

for hunting We are a fully 
licensed and insured 

establishment with many year 
of experience.     Situated in 

walking distance from 
Bekesbourne Station, CT4 5EX 
  For info or to book call 01227 

830910 or 07764776057 

Bishopsbourne  CT4 5JA An 
elegant Venue for Business 

Events, Weddings & 
Celebrations, Theatre & 
Classes ~ Pilates, Yoga, 

Ballroom Dancing& Salsa,  
Nordic Walking, Nu-line 

Dance, Singing, Work-Out, 
Piano, Squash, Tennis. 

Swimming, Croquet & Cricket 
(summer) Details of Venue 

Hire, Events & Classes: 
www.charlton-park.org 01227 

831355  info@charlton-
park.org 

Seasoned Logs & Chestnut 
poles for sale

 Ring for details 01227 832268 
or 07967 499660 

BRIDGE HEALTH CENTRE   
Permanent Clinical Hair 

Removal Many other skin 
blemishes treatable   01304 
380249 Jacqueline Tall MBIE 

CRPE (Fellow) BAE 

GIRL FRIDAY  Mature, multi-
skilled retired registered care     

  manager and former 
experienced secretary willing to 
 undertake one-to-one personal 
care, secretarial/administrative 
duties, including form filling,    
housework, laundry, shopping, 
cooking,           companionship, 
driving to appointments. Other 

duties by discussion, tailor 
made to suit your needs.  

Hardworking, police checked, 
excellent references, 

fully insured.  Car 
owner/driver. Reasonable 

rates.  For further information 
and informal chat please 

telephone Rosie on 07902 
911035 or 

email girlfridayeastkent@yahoo
.co.uk 
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            With Sue 
    - Weds mornings at Quiet View, 
Kingston. 
    - Thursday evenings  at Charlton 
Park. 
    - Friday mornings  at Broome 
Park. 
     
    01227 831455 
    suehyoga@gmail.com 

 

Learn To Dance With Jacqui 
and Jeff Ballroom, Latin 

American and Salsa At Bridge 
Village hall Friday evenings 
Improvers    7-30 till 8-30pm 
beginners     8-30 till 9-30pm 

£5.00 per person Contact 
07968967057 or  daytime 

01303 250655 

YOGA 

WE UNDERTAKE ALL 
ASPECTS OF LANDSCAPE 

AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
WORKS INCLUDE, BUT NOT 

LIMITED TO: MOWING 
LANDSCAPING HEDGE 

CUTTING TURFING 
GARDENING FENCING 

DECKING COMPETITIVE 
RATES PLEASE RING OR 

EMAIL RYAN MEADOWS FOR 
DETAILS T: 07850115270 E: 

ryan.meadows88@yahoo.co.u
k 

Providing private community respiratory physiotherapy, 
general physiotherapy and rehabilitation to East Kent T: 

07904482097 E: kris@respiratoryrehab.co.uk W: 
www.respiratoryrehab.co.uk Kris Bahadur.  Chartered 

Physiotherapist. MSc Physiotherapy, BSc (Hons), MCSP, SRP 
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l All aspects of Tree Work 
l Hedge Cutting 

l Garden / Site Clearances      
Call Tony on Tel/Fax: 01227 

478604 
   Mob: 07708 537683 

www.hartleetreesurgery.com 
Email:  tonyhartlee@tiscali.co.uk 
NPTC Certificates - Fully insured 

54 St Gregory's Road, Canterbury, Kent 
CT1 1NU 

S & W ASPHALT 
FLAT ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

16 BROOKLANDS CLOSE 
FORDWICH 

CANTERBURY 
KENT CT2 0BT 

 Tel: 01227 731576 office 
Mobile: 0795 0299346 

Bay Tree Accountancy 
www.baytreeaccountancy.co.uk 

Annual Accounts 
Bookkeeping 
Management Accounts 
Payroll 
Tax Returns 
VAT Returns 

Sue Leitch – 
Chartered Accountant – FCA MAAT 

Tel: 01227 709741 
Email:sue@baytreeaccountancy.co.uk 

Testing and  
inspection New  

installations 
Rewires   Fault 
finding   For  a  
Professional   

Reliable  Service   
Contact  Tony Tel: 

01227 721309   
Mob:07916 386081   

10, Rose Acre 
Road, Littlebourne, 

CT3 1SY 
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Court Lodge Farmhouse 
Bed & Breakfast 
Comfortable accommodation 
In beautiful village of 
Bishopsbourne. 

For further details contact: 
           Jenny Coop 
          01227 832242 
jenny.coop@btinternet.com 

Wilco Plumbing & Heating 
Central Heating Installations & Repairs 

Gas & Oil Boiler repairs & replacements 

5 Year Guarantee on Worcester Bosch Boilers. Local 
Experienced Engineer. All Plumbing & Heating Repairs 24/7 

Emergency Service, Over 30 Years experience Registered with 
the Institute of Plumbing Gas Safe Registered, OFTEC 

Registered KCC Trading Standards Approved 01303 862173   
07860 452640 paul@wilcoplumbing.co.uk 

www.wilcoplumbing.co.uk 

Ladies & Gents Hairdressing Hot Stone Massage Spray 
Tanning Jessica Manicure & Pedicures     Facials

Pregnancy Massage Acupuncture Waxing For more details 
please visit our website We look forward to welcoming you to 

Woodlands very soon! 26a High Street, Bridge, Canterbury, 
Kent, CT4 5JZ 01227 830120 www.woodlands-bridge.co.uk   

  

www.courtlodgefarmhouse.co.u
k 
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People of the Bridge Group of Churches 
The Vicar: Canon Jonathan LLoyd, The 
Vicarage, 23 High Street, 

Bridge, CT4 5JZ canonjonathanlloyd@gmail.com 
01227-830250 

(also Vicar of Lower Hardres & Nackington) 
Reader:  Mrs Margaret Clarke  

01227-765598 
Administrator: Mrs Lindsay McInally
lamcinally@googlemail.com 
Authorised Lay Ministers:  Mrs Beverly Latham 01227-830365   

 

St Mary’s Patrixbourne with St Peter’s Bridge  
Churchwardens: Dr Andrea Nicholson 
01227-830947  

Mrs Pauline 
Pritchard 01227-830685  

Mr Laurence 
Dunderdale 01227-830668  

Mrs Evelyn 
Andrews 01227-830960                                                 PCC 
Secretary: Mr Alan Barber
01227-831956                       
PCC Treasurer: Mr Clive Medhurst

01227-830762               
Gift Aid Officer: Mrs Ann Medhurst

01227-830762       
Christian Aid: Mrs Jean Barber

01227-831956                    
Bridge Organist: Mr Martin Miles                 
                          
Bridge Assistant Organist: Mrs Jean Barber 01227-
831956      
Patrixbourne Organist: Mr John Harris
01227-830631 

St Peter’s Bekesbourne  
Churchwarden: Mrs Jill Gillanders

01227-830894  
PCC Secretary: Mrs Nicky Fry

01227-830319               
PCC Treasurer: Mrs Zan Clifford
01227-830328                
Organist: Mr John Harris

01227-830631                             Tower Captain:
Mrs Gill Moon 01227-832134 

To advertise in this magazine, please contact Mrs Lindsay McInally 
lamcinally@googlemail.com 

To offer items for publication in this magazine, including event 
information, please contact Mr Laurence Dunderdale     
01227-830668 laurence.dunderdale@btinternet.com by the 15th day of the 
preceding month, ensuring that any emails and attachments are clearly 
titled to identify their content.   
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