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•  Slate roofs   

• Kent pegs 

• New roofs 

• Repair work 

• Fibreglass flat roofs 

• All building work carried out 
 

Canterbury Roofing Specialist 
Family run business  

www.rooferincanterbury.co.uk 

Contact Gary or Trevor for a free quote. 
 

Syvilla 

Canterbury Road 

Chilham, Canterbury 

 

Tel: 01227 731845  Mobile: 07796 165289 
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Unit 11 Partridge Drive, Bridge 

CANTERBURY  CT4 5BF 

(01227) 831928 

Servicing & MOT’s Classes 4,5 lights & 7 

Welding 

Full Diesel & Petrol Diagnostic 

Cars collected and returned locally 

  
Convenient parking 

Committed to quality care                    
Purpose designed modern practice 

      Relaxed atmosphere                             
24 hour emergency service 

      Consultations by appointment             
Modern purpose designed facility 

  
Chalkpit Farm, Adisham Road, 

Bekesbourne, Nr. Canterbury Kent  
CT4 5EU (Opposite Essentially 

Hops) 
e-mail : info@bournevets.co.uk 

Web : www.bournevets.co.uk 

01227 832322 

R.B.W 
KENT’S WATER FEATURE  

SPECIALISTS AND 
POND BUILDING EXPERTS 

 
 
 
 

Garden / Pond Design, Building and Refurbishments 

Pond Cleaning / Maintenance / Maintenance Contracts 

Child Safe Pond Covers 

Filtration  Specialists 

Patios - Decking - Fencing - Brickwork - Arbours 

 

 
Tel: 07563212858 

FREE ESTIMATES and  
CONSULTATIONS 

 
 

www.ReflectionByWater.com       
Email: andrewlongrbw@hotmail.com 

PC & Laptop Repairs. Data Recovery 

Networking & Maintenance. 

Repairs & New Systems . Upgrades. 

Virus Removal/Protection.  
info@gingercatcomputers.co.uk 
www.gingercatcomputers.co.uk 

  01227 700730 

We come to you...   

MOLE CATCHER KEITH 
No Mole – No Fee    

Your local Mole catcher, based in Ash , covering 
all local towns and villages.  

Offering mole control for your lawns, gardens & 
paddocks.  Public liability insurance. 

Call/Text   

East Kent Mole Catcher 07876 686543  

Email—molecatcherkeith@hotmail.com 
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Domestic Cleaning Services 

Tel: 01227 277033 

www.supermaids.co.uk 

Email: info@supermaids.co.uk 

FS Property Maintenance 
& Handyman 

All aspect of interior & exterior,  
residential & commercial property 

maintenance undertaken. 
All jobs big or small. 

Friendly, reliable, reasonable 

07980 364694 

01227 722278 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

CN ELECTRICAL 

Contact : Chris 07826 505671 

web : www.cnelectrical.co.uk 

Email : info@cnelectrical.co.uk 

http://www.cnelectrical.co.uk/
mailto:info@cnelectrical.co.uk
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Paw Patrols 

 

DOG WALKING,  
HOME BOARDING AND DAY CARE 

Hannah Terry 

Nearly 20 Years’ Experience 

Fully Insured and Licenced 

Reference’s Available on Request 
07855 832045 

 

 

BLACKWELL BUILDING SERVICES 

BRICKWORK, PLASTERING,  
CONCRETING, DRAINAGE 

TILED & FLAT ROOFING,  NEW 
DRIVES, PAVING 

PLUMBING, PAINTING, DOUBLE 
GLAZING 

Tel: 01227 860480 

 

To advertise in this magazine email  stevelthomas91@gmail.com 
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T. PETTMAN 

CLOCKMAKER 

0786 0498 963 

To advertise in this magazine 
email  

stevelthomas91@gmail.com 



 8 

The Vicarage 

23 High Street 
Bridge 

Tel: 01227 206272 

E-mail: estellalast@gmail.com 

July/August 2025 

Dear Friends, 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest” – 
Matthew 11:28 

As we step fully into the warmth and light of July, there is a shift in the rhythm 
of our days. Schools begin their summer holidays, diaries slow down, and 
many of us look forward to a change of pace. This seasonal pause is more 
than just a break from routine—it’s an invitation to rest, reflect, and recon-
nect. In Scripture, God offers us the gift of Sabbath—not simply as a day, but 
as a way of being, a rhythm of grace. Summer, in many ways, invites us to 
enter into a kind of sabbath season. 
This is a time to set aside busyness, to resist the culture of constant produc-
tivity, and to embrace rest—not as idleness, but as a sacred posture. Wheth-
er we find that rest in the quiet of our gardens, in walks along the countryside, 
or simply in lingering over a cup of tea, may we let the slower pace restore 
our souls and draw us closer to God. Let this be a time where we allow our-
selves to simply be—to enjoy God’s creation, to be thankful, and to listen for 
His still, small voice. 
Yet even as many take holidays and travel, the Church remains. What a gift it 
is to live where every village has a church building at its heart! These sacred 
spaces, with their ancient stones, quietly proclaim God’s presence in every 
community. Maintained by generations of villagers, they stand as reminders 
that God is near, that prayer is ongoing, and that worship continues—week 
by week, season by season. 
These church buildings are more than landmarks; they are homes for wor-
shipping communities. Within them, the faithful gather to sing, pray, break 
bread, and support one another. Even in quieter summer months, the gath-
ered Body of Christ is alive. Every Sunday at 10am we worship together in 
one of our beautiful churches (To find out when and where – see the Service 
Grid elsewhere in the magazine).  When you join us for worship, you are part 
of something deeply rooted and wide-reaching. You join voices that have 
echoed in these walls for centuries, and you add your presence to a living 
tradition of faith. 
So this Summer, whether you are travelling or staying close to home, make 
time to step into your local church. Even if just for a few moments of prayer or 
a quiet sit in the stillness, let these buildings serve their purpose: to be a 
place of encounter with the Holy. And when Sunday comes, come as you 
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May this summer bring you sabbath rest, a renewed spirit, and the joy of belonging to 
a community that worships together, week by week, under the gaze of our loving 
God. 
Yours in Christ 

.  

Revd. Canon Estella Last, Vicar,  
The Parish of the Bridge Group  

 

 

 

Flower Volunteers 

I have been happily organising the St. Peters church Bridge flowers for over 
35years but now the present format is not sustainable. 

Many arrangers are now no longer available for different reasons and very 
few new arrangers are joining us. If the numbers do not increase fresh flow-
ers in the church will be for special occasions only. This seems such a pity in 
a village this size when all that is asked is be responsible for one vase for 2 
weeks per year! I am very happy to help any new comers, so please, if you 
appreciate the flowers in your church, that miraculously appear every week, 
leave you name and contact details with Estella or a churchwarden. In a few 

weeks, artificial flowers will be the answer.  

Viv  
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Service details and readings for July - August 2025 

 

6th  
July 

3rd Sunday 
after  
Trinity 

Isaiah 66.10-14; 
Galatians 6.(1-6),7-16; 
Luke 10.1-11,16-20 

9am BCP Communion St 
Mary’s, Nackington 

  

10am Songs of Praise 
Pet Service St Peter’s 
Bekesbourne 

  

13th  
July 

4th Sunday 
after  
Trinity 

Deuteronomy 30.9-14; 
Colossians 1.1-14; 
Luke 10.25-37 

10 am Parish Commun-
ion at St Peter’s Bridge 

  

20th  
July 

5th Sunday 
after  
Trinity 

Genesis 18.1-10a; 
Colossians 1.15-28; 
Luke 10.38-42 

10am Traditional Sung 
Holy Communion at St 
Peter’s Bekesbourne 

  

6pm Hymns and Pimms 
at St Peter’s Bridge 

  

27th  
July 

6th Sunday 
after  
Trinity 

Genesis 18.20-32; 
Colossians 2.6-15,(16-

19); 
Luke 11.1-13 

10am Benefice Com-
munion St Mary’s Lower 
Hardres 

  

  

3rd  
August 
  

7th Sunday 
after  
Trinity 

Ecclesiastes 1.2,12-14; 
2.18-23;  
Colossians 3.1-11; 
Luke 12.13-21 

10am Benefice Com-
munion  St Peter’s 
Bekesbourne 

10th  
August 
  

8th Sunday 
after  
Trinity 

Genesis 15.1-6; He-
brews 11.1-3,8-16; 
Luke 12.32-40 

10am Benefice Com-
munion  St Peter’s 
Bridge 

17th  
August 
  

9th Sunday 
after  
Trinity 

Jeremiah 23.23-29; 
Hebrews 11.29 – 12.2; 
Luke 12.32-40 

10am Benefice Com-
munion St Mary’s Nack-
ington 

24th  
August 

10th Sunday 
after Trinity 

Isaiah 58.9b-14; He-
brews 12.18-29; Luke 
13.10-17 

10am Benefice Com-
munion St Mary’s Lower 
Hardres 

31st  
August 

11th  
Sunday after  
Trinity 

Proverbs 25.6-7;  
Hebrews 13.1-8,15-16; 
Luke 14.1,7-14 

10am Benefice Service 
at St Peter’s Bridge 
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  July 2025 

  

Thurs 3rd
 9-11am LiƩle Lambs Toddler Group, Bridge Pavilion 

  

Fri 4th 8.45am Coīee, Chat and Prayer at Bridge Church 

  

Sat 5th 12.30-3.30pm Summer Lunch Party at Old Palace 

Sun 6th 9am-5pm Open Gardens in Bridge 

6-9pm Hymns and Pimms Parish Social 
Weds 9th

 10-11.30am Bekesbourne Coīee Morning 

Thurs 10th 9-11am LiƩle Lambs Toddler Group, Bridge Pavilion 

Fri 11th
 8.45am Coīee, Chat and Prayer at Bridge Church 

10am Fish Scheme Pop in at Bridge Village Hall 
Sat 12th

 12-4pm Bridge Village Fete 

Mon 14th 2.30pm Caring and Sharing 

Thurs 17th 9-11am LiƩle Lambs Toddler Group, Bridge Pavilion- Last 
one before Summer break 

  

Fri 18th 8.45am Coīee, Chat and Prayer at Bridge Church- Last one 
before Summer break 

11am-12.30pm Lower Hardres Coīee Morning 

Mon 28th 2.30pm Caring and Sharing 
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Fish Scheme  

The Fish scheme Coffee Pop-ins will be on Friday July11th and Friday August 8th 
from 10 to 11.15 in Bridge village hall. Do come and meet others from our villages. 
The number for lifts is 07935 966 080  
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Bridge with Patrixbourne Womens Institute 

 

Our June talk was a return visit from Judi Knight, who gave a fascinating talk on 
‘Fashion and Ration’.    
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, 15th July, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, when 
members are asked to bring along a special piece of jewellery, or something which 
they treasure, and to talk briefly about it. 
Details of our Summer Outing  planned for Tuesday, 19th August, will be an-
nounced soon. 
WI always welcomes new members.  We are a small, friendly group who enjoy 
learning about all sorts of subjects from our different speakers, with social time for 
chat and refreshments,  so do come along and find out for yourselves.     
For more details, please contact the President Sheila Scrivener on 01227-831788, 
Joan Hill 

June 2025 
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Bekesbourne 100 Club 

  

May 

£50  Sarah Wetherell 
£25  Jane Millyard 

£15  Mary Evans 

June 

£50  Nicky Fry 

£25 Phil Denne 

£15 Charlie Chester 

 

If anyone would like to join the 100 Club then please contact Steve Thom-
as. Email stevelthomas91@gmail.com.  
Membership is just £24 a year.  

The 100 Club provides funds for the care and maintenance of St. Pe-
ter’s  Church in Bekesbourne. If you enjoy walking through the churchyard 
and its surroundings then please lend your support. 

Bridge Open Gardens 

Save the Date 

 

After last year's success Bridge Open Gardens will be held on 6th July 
2025. 

We would love you to enter your garden - no garden too small. 

Full details of the gardens which will be open will be available at the 
Church, from 10 30 am to 4 pm on the day, where refreshments will be 

served.  

This is the second year and we hope more villagers will consider open-
ing their gardens on this date for people to admire.  

To enter your garden contact Rosy Atkinson 
rosy.atkinson@btinternet.com 

http://gmail.com/
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BRIDGE CHURCH RECYCLING STATION 

 

 

Our medication blister pack recycling facility in Bridge Church entrance 
is proving extremely popular with people in the village and it is often 
overflowing. 
 

At present four volunteers take the blister packs weekly for recycling at 
Superdrug in Canterbury, but after Revd Miriam finishes her curacy in 
August we will be down to three. We could really do with two or more 
other people to join the rota so that we three don’t have to take them 
into town quite so often. 
 

If you can help please speak to Jean Barber or one of the Church-
wardens.  Many thanks. 
 

Bridge Group Parish Eco Church Team 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2025 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

Many thanks to all the volunteers and donors who raised money for our 
Bridge Parish Christian Aid Week Appeal this year.  

The final total collected amounted to £1,501 which with Gift Aid added will 
bring the total to over £2,000. 

 

This will help inspirational farmer and community leader Aurelia and 
others like her to fight back against the gruelling heatwaves, savage 
storms and unpredictable seasons that are ravaging farms in the Indig-
enous Q’eqchi’ communities of Guatemala. 
 

Christian Aid’s work continues across the world, from war-torn Gaza to ongo-
ing sustainable development projects in Africa and Asia.  With the cut in our 
government’s overseas aid budget Christian Aid and many other international 
development charities are having to work harder to fill the gap and meet the 
needs of the world’s poorest people. 
 

If you would like to give further support, members of the Canterbury Christian 
Aid Group are walking the St Augustine Way from Ramsgate to Canterbury 
on the 16th July to raise funds.  To sponsor them please go to their Just Giv-
ing page John Ward is fundraising for Christian Aid   

https://www.justgiving.com/page/john-ward-2
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The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury Hospital 

Our AGM was held on Wednesday  14th May 2025 at 62 High Street, 
Bridge.  Thanks to our Nailbourne Friends and those who have given dona-
tions or supported our group in other ways. Our income in the year ended 
31 December 2024 was £11,108 – partly thanks to a generous donation 
from a local resident. This enabled us to purchase equipment for the hospi-
tal totalling £13008.  

We welcome donations of used stamps and coins - over £180 was raised 
last year. These may be left in the collection box in the Church foyer. 

Future fund raising events include  the Annual Summer Fair at the Hospi-
tal on Saturday 19th July ; and a talk about the Romney-Hythe Railway by 
Alan Walton on 29th October. 

We would welcome anyone interested in joining the group - please contact 
Maggie Fairweather on  01227 830320. 

Bridge Village Hall Management Committee 

 

In late May the BVHMC held their AGM. At this meeting the current Chair, 
Jenny Vye and Secretary, Mark Esdale stood down. Both have served on the 
committee for many years and have dedicated many many hours to ensure 
the smooth running of a well used community asset. Please join us in send-
ing our thanks to them both for their service to our village. 

 

The new committee are 

Alan Atkinson Chair 
Jennifer Heap Treasurer 
Scott Shirley Secretary 

Megan Shirley Booking Secretary 

 

Please bear with us while we learn the ropes from Mark! 
Many thanks 

Bridge Village Hall Management Committee 
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Supported by Bridge Parish Council 

Littlebourne & District Royal British Legion 

 

We held a small but enjoyable meeting this month due to holiday ab-
sences and are having a quiet time at present.  We will not be having 
a meeting in July but will be back to normal after that with some so-
cial activities planned for the autumn. 
 

Anyone that needs to contact us can find the Committee telephone 
numbers in our notice board on the left of the main Littlebourne Hall 
door.  Our next monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, 12 August at 
8pm in the Recreation Club - to the right behind the  Hall. 
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DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? 

 

There has been a choir at St Peter’s, 
Bridge, since the 19 th century, but you 
will have noticed that we are now very few 
in number and not getting any younger! 
The choir has an important role in leading 
the singing in worship and it would be a great pity if this could not con-
tinue. Could you help? 

We are particularly in need of someone to sing bass, either as a regu-
lar or to stand in when one of our two basses is not available. 

The choir sings at two 10am Sunday services each month, one at 
Bridge and one at Lower Hardres, plus occasional evening services, 

weddings and funerals. Rehearsals are at Bridge Church on Fridays 

from 5pm to 6pm. but this could be flexible. 

You don’t need to be an expert, just able to keep in time and sing in 
tune! 

If you – or someone you know – are interested 

and would like to come to a ‘taster’ rehearsal 

please contact Jean on 01227 831956. 

 

   

National Vegetable Society – Kent District Association 

Well known and respected Kent speaker, ecologist and expert on everything wild-
life, Martin Newcombe, is returning to Bridge Village Hall to give a talk entitled 
"Fungi to be With" on Wednesday 13 August.  The start time is 7.30 for 8.00 pm, 
everyone is welcome, refreshments are available, and entry is free, although it 
would be much appreciated if you would buy raffle tickets to help raise funds for 
the Society.. 
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C W LYONS & SON LTD 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

70 Military Road, Canterbury 

24 Hour Service  Tel: 01227 463508 

 

Family Owned. Est 1911            Members of SAIF, NAFD & NAMM 

Prepaid Funeral Plans Available 

NEED A VAN? 

THEN I'M YOUR MAN 

For all light removals, furniture, and domestic 
items including house clearances. 
Safely transporting antique furniture a speciality. 
* Avoid expensive pick-ups and drop-offs 

*Remove, dispose or recycle all household items     
including electrical appliances 

*Based in Barham 

*Reasonable and fair rates 

*Free estimates and quotations 

CALL CHRISTIAN ON: 
01227 831639                         07771 728080 

Email: christianmanandvan.gmail.com 

mailto:stablegate@hotmail.co.uk
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ALL WORK  
FULLY INSURED 

 

• HEDGE CUTTING 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• TREE SURGERY 

To advertise in this magazine email stevelthomas91@gmail.com 
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Canterbury and Bridge  
Re-Upholstery 

  
We have a wide range of fabrics to 

choose from in your own home 

Call us for a free quote on 
01227830855 or 07757029558 

Local recommendations available 

B&C Roofing 

All your roofing needs 

No job too small 
Fully insured.  

Local, friendly, reliable service 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Call Ben 01227 363366 

07949973176 

W.J.B. Plumbing Services 

All aspects of plumbing carried out by fully qualiĮed 
tradesman. 

Tel: 07783137448 or 01227 860480  

CANTERBURY FLOWER CLUB 

 

MEETS at ASHFORD ROAD COMMUNITY  

ASSOCIATION HALL THANINGTON CT1 3XR 

 

ON THE 3RD MONDAY OF THE MONTH 

 

7.00 FOR 7.30 START 

 

Demonstrations and workshops. 

All abilities catered for. 

 

New members always welcome. 
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Bridge with Patrixbourne 

Women’s Institute 

 

Warmly welcomes new members. 

Varied programme of events 

 

  For more details please contact the President, 

Sheila Scrivener, srscrivener@hotmail.co.uk 

 01227-831788 

 

BARKING BEAUTIES KENT 
Unit 11, Barham Business Park, Park Valley Road, Barham, Canterbury Kent CT4 6DQ  

Telephone: 01303 840456 

Fully Qualified City & Guilds grooming in the following technique 

• Bathing, drying and nail clipping 
• Full breed standard clip to breed styles 
• De-matting 
• Hand stripping and de-shedding 
• Fully qualified City and Guilds Master Diploma and K9 First Aid qualified 
• Fully insured salon 
• Equipped for larger breeds as well as toy and small 
• Established groomers 
Prices start from £15 for simple wash & blow dry. Find us on Facebook under Affinity Barking Beauties 

If you are looking to buy a residential property in East Kent, 
we are independent Chartered Surveyors that specialise in: 
• RICS Building Surveys 

• RICS Homebuyer Report 
• Valuations 

 

We provide a professional, friendly and approachable ser-
vice with over twenty years experience. 
 

greenstone.surveyors@hotmail.co.uk  
Ty Bryn, Patrixbourne, CT4 5BT 

www.greenstonesurveyors.co.uk  

07443 496025 

To advertise in this magazine 
email  

stevelthomas91@gmail.com 

mailto:greenstone.surveyors@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.greenstonesurveyors.co.uk


 30 

Small business cash flow affected by late 
paying customers/clients? 

Too busy to monitor invoices regularly? 

Credit control procedures needing attention? 

Employing a permanent credit controller too 
costly and unnecessary? 

We are a reliable virtual credit control support team 
for your small business, offering politeness, profes-
sionalism, persistence and approachability as 
standard.  Get in touch – we’d be delighted to 
discuss your credit control requirements. 

 

Director: Jo Muggridge 

T: 01227 941573 

E: hello@invoicemonitoringservices.co.uk 

W: https://www.invoicemonitoringservices.co.uk/ 

 

We do the monitoring, so you 
don’t have to! 

mailto:hello@invoicemonitoringservices.co.uk
https://www.invoicemonitoringservices.co.uk/
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■ Plastering  
■ Skimming  
■ Rendering  
■ Plasterboarding  
■ Ceiling Repair  

■ Ceiling Replacement  
■ Plaster Over Artex  
■ Water Damaged  
■ Patching & Repairs  
■ Coving & Cornice 

No job too small  
Friendly, Clean & Reliable  

Competitive rates  
Please call for FREE estimates 

T: 0793 201 2847 

E: info@baseplastering.co.uk 

www.baseplastering.co.uk 

www.baseplastering.co.uk 

For All Your Plastering Needs 

BASE PLASTERING 

DELTA ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL  
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

  

SHAUNE MILBURN 

  

MOB: 07702 333898 

EMAIL: deltaelectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 

 

REGISTERED NICEIC  
DOMESTIC INSTALLER 

mailto:deltaelectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk
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People of the Bridge Group of Churches 

 

The Vicar:         Rev. Estella Last            01227-206272 

                                 estellalast@gmail.com 

Curate:                             Rev. Miriam Hinksman         07423-735398  
                                 bridgecurate@gmail.com 

 

Chaplain:                         Mrs Miriam Westendarp        01227 206272 

 

Administrator:      Mrs Megan Shirley                   bridgeoffice23@gmail.com 

 

Safeguarding Officer:   Rosemary Whatley           01227-206272     

 

St Mary’s Patrixbourne with St Peter’s Bridge  

Churchwardens:     Dr Andrea Nicholson           01227-830947    

              Mrs Pauline Pritchard          01227-830685    

              Mr Laurence Dunderdale        01227-830668    

              laurence.dunderdale@gmail.com 

(Gift Aid Officer)     Mrs Evelyn Andrews          01227-830960                                                 
              evepurlins@btinternet.com 

PCC Secretary:     Mr Rory Wetherell            01227-830318                     
PCC Treasurer:     bridge.gp.treasurer@gmail.com      
Christian Aid/Organist Mrs Jean Barber            01227-831956                    
 

St Peter’s Bekesbourne     

Churchwarden      Mrs Nicky Fry              01227-830319   
              nicolafry@cscope.co.uk            
PCC Finance Team:   Mrs Zan Clifford             01227-830328            
Tower Captain:      Mrs Gill Moon              01227-832134 

 

To advertise in this magazine, please contact  stevelthomas91@gmail.com 

01227-832573  
 

To offer items for publication in this magazine, including event information, please 
contact Mrs Megan Shirley bridgegroupmagazine@gmail.com by the 15th day of the  
preceding month, ensuring that any emails and attachments are clearly titled to  
identify their content.  Files should be submitted in .doc .pub or .jpg format. 
Posters should be A5 in size and both portrait and landscape versions provided. 
 

Benefice Website:   www.bridgechurchgroup.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bridgecanterbury 
Youtube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCkTHbcWKzsIHJAuYcuMoOdQ 

Cover photos: Mrs Megan Shirley and Dr Daniel Edward Young 

mailto:lamcinally@googlemail.com
mailto:laurence.dunderdale@btinternet.com

