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•  Slate roofs   

• Kent pegs 

• New roofs 

• Repair work 

• Fibreglass flat roofs 

• All building work carried out 
 

Canterbury Roofing Specialist 
Family run business  

www.rooferincanterbury.co.uk 

Contact Gary or Trevor for a free quote. 
 

Syvilla 

Canterbury Road 

Chilham, Canterbury 

 

Tel: 01227 731845  Mobile: 07796 165289 
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Unit 11 Partridge Drive, Bridge 

CANTERBURY  CT4 5BF 

(01227) 831928 

Servicing & MOT’s Classes 4,5 lights & 7 

Welding 

Full Diesel & Petrol Diagnostic 

Cars collected and returned locally 

  
Convenient parking 

Committed to quality care                    
Purpose designed modern practice 

      Relaxed atmosphere                             
24 hour emergency service 

      Consultations by appointment             
Modern purpose designed facility 

  
Chalkpit Farm, Adisham Road, 

Bekesbourne, Nr. Canterbury Kent  
CT4 5EU (Opposite Essentially 

Hops) 
e-mail : info@bournevets.co.uk 

Web : www.bournevets.co.uk 

01227 832322 

R.B.W 
KENT’S WATER FEATURE  

SPECIALISTS AND 
POND BUILDING EXPERTS 

 
 
 
 

Garden / Pond Design, Building and Refurbishments 

Pond Cleaning / Maintenance / Maintenance Contracts 

Child Safe Pond Covers 

Filtration  Specialists 

Patios - Decking - Fencing - Brickwork - Arbours 

 

 
Tel: 07563212858 

FREE ESTIMATES and  
CONSULTATIONS 

 
 

www.ReflectionByWater.com       
Email: andrewlongrbw@hotmail.com 

PC & Laptop Repairs. Data Recovery 

Networking & Maintenance. 

Repairs & New Systems . Upgrades. 

Virus Removal/Protection.  
info@gingercatcomputers.co.uk 
www.gingercatcomputers.co.uk 

  01227 700730 

We come to you...   

MOLE CATCHER KEITH 
No Mole – No Fee    

Your local Mole catcher, based in Ash , covering 
all local towns and villages.  

Offering mole control for your lawns, gardens & 
paddocks.  Public liability insurance. 

Call/Text   

East Kent Mole Catcher 07876 686543  

Email—molecatcherkeith@hotmail.com 
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Domestic Cleaning Services 

Tel: 01227 277033 

www.supermaids.co.uk 

Email: info@supermaids.co.uk 

FS Property Maintenance 
& Handyman 

All aspect of interior & exterior,  
residential & commercial property 

maintenance undertaken. 
All jobs big or small. 

Friendly, reliable, reasonable 

07980 364694 

01227 722278 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

CN ELECTRICAL 

Contact : Chris 07826 505671 

web : www.cnelectrical.co.uk 

Email : info@cnelectrical.co.uk 

http://www.cnelectrical.co.uk/
mailto:info@cnelectrical.co.uk
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Paw Patrols 

 

DOG WALKING,  
HOME BOARDING AND DAY CARE 

Hannah Terry 

Nearly 20 Years’ Experience 

Fully Insured and Licenced 

Reference’s Available on Request 
07855 832045 

 

 

BLACKWELL BUILDING SERVICES 

BRICKWORK, PLASTERING,  
CONCRETING, DRAINAGE 

TILED & FLAT ROOFING,  NEW 
DRIVES, PAVING 

PLUMBING, PAINTING, DOUBLE 
GLAZING 

Tel: 01227 860480 

 

To advertise in this magazine email  stevelthomas91@gmail.com 
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T. PETTMAN 

CLOCKMAKER 

0786 0498 963 

To advertise in this magazine 
email  

stevelthomas91@gmail.com 
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The Vicarage 

23 High Street 
Bridge 

Tel: 01227 206272 

E-mail: estellalast@gmail.com 

September 2025 

Dear Friends, 
As is often the way with writing my letter for the Parish Magazine, I am writing this so 
far in advance that by the time you read it, the summer holidays will be over, and we 
will all be contemplating whatever normal life looks like in September – even though I 
haven’t had my summer holiday yet! 
This week, in the last of our Bible Study sessions where we had focussed on The 
Lord’s Prayer, we strayed into the territory of whether you can be a Christian without 
going to church. Many would I suspect like to assert that you can, that living out 
Christian values, is something anyone can do and maybe that’s true to a certain ex-
tent, but I think it depends on whether we see being a Christian as merely a state-
ment that is rather than as a development of us as person. For me, the important bit 
of being a Christian is the ‘being’, it’s an active thing. 
What do I mean? Well can you be an athlete without ever training? Can you be a 
dancer without ever dancing? Whilst the ‘being’ of being an athlete is honed in the 
arena of training and the ‘being’ of being a dancer or a singer is honed in the arena of 
the rehearsal room. Where is the ‘being’ of being a Christian honed? How do we 
keep ourselves safe in our beliefs, how do we continue to grow in the face of all life 
throws at us, all that might or could derail our faith, if not in the company of others, if 
not in exploration of word and sacrament, if not in the fellowship of others who simi-
larly wrestle with what ‘being’ a Christian means in a world which seems manifestly 
unjust and determined to derail the faith of those who have it?  
And here is the wonderful flip side of all of this, you can train all the hours you can 
and never make it as an athlete, you can rehearse as much as you like and never 
make it as a dancer or a singer. Churches are not made up of perfect Christlike 
Christians who have all the answers, but they are made up of worthy people all seek-
ing a better way. A way of life that puts the needs of others at least on a par with our 
own if not above them (‘love your neighbour as yourself’, right?). A way of life that 
says all life is precious because all are created in the very image of God. A way of life 
that says all people are fallible and yet all people are loved and forgiven. 
Churchgoing is about being in community with other Christians, singing, worshiping, 
studying scripture and yes questioning. It’s about gathering around a table and shar-
ing the most basic elements of a meal, bread and wine, in recognition of our funda-
mental need of sustenance both physical and spiritual. And it’s about prayer, finding 
our connection with the divine, seeking the will of God that brings Kingdom glimpses 
into our everyday life.  
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. 

To be a Christian means to walk in the light. Walking in the light means walking with 
others who are striving for the same thing. When we purposely place ourselves 
among other Christians, there is accountability, friendship, mutual building up of one 
another, love for one another, instruction for one another, and ways to serve one an-
other. This is church, this is where the ‘being’ of a Christian is honed.  
Yours in Christ 
 

 

Revd. Canon Estella Last, Vicar,  
The Parish of the Bridge Group  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  September 2025 

  

Thurs 4rd
 9-11am LiƩle Lambs Toddler Group, Bridge Pavilion 

  

Fri 5th 8.45am Coīee, Chat and Prayer at Bridge Church 
  

Mon 8th 2.30pm Caring and Sharing 

Weds 10th
 10-11.30am Bekesbourne Coīee Morning 

Thurs 11th 9-11am LiƩle Lambs Toddler Group, Bridge Pavilion 

Fri 12th
 8.45am Coīee, Chat and Prayer at Bridge Church 

10am Fish Scheme Pop in at Bridge Village Hall 
Sat 13th

 Ride and Stride 

Thurs 18th 9-11am LiƩle Lambs Toddler Group, Bridge Pavilion 
  

Fri 19th 8.45am Coīee, Chat and Prayer at Bridge Church 
11am-12.30pm Lower Hardres Coīee Morning 

Mon 22nd 2.30pm Caring and Sharing 

Thurs 25th 9-11am LiƩle Lambs Toddler Group, Bridge Pavilion 
  

Fri 26th 8.45am Coīee, Chat and Prayer at Bridge Church 
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Service details and readings for September 2025 

 

7th  
September 

12th Sunday 
after Trinity 
(Creation  
Season starts) 

Deuteronomy 
30.15-20; 
Philemon 1-

21; 
Luke 14.25-33 

9am BCP Communion St 
Mary’s, Nackington 

  

10am Songs of Praise St Pe-
ter’s Bekesbourne 

  

  

14th  
September 
Education 
Sunday 

13th Sunday 
after Trinity 

  

Exodus 32.7-

14;  
1 Timothy 1.12
-17; 
Luke 15.1-10 

10 am Communion at St Pe-
ter’s Bridge 

Back to School Service with 
school bag blessings for chil-
dren and singing from Bridge 
School Choir 
  

21st 

September 
14th Sunday 
after Trinity 

Harvest  
Festival 

Harvest  
readings to be 
confirmed 

10am Traditional Sung Holy 
Communion at St Mary’s 
Nackington in place of St 
Mary’s Patrixbourne 

28th  
September 

15th Sunday 
after Trinity 

Amos 8.4-7; 
1 Timothy 2.1-

7; 
Luke 16.1-13 

10am Communion at St 
Mary’s Lower Hardres 

  

5th October 16th Sunday 
after Trinity 

  

Amos 6.1a, 4-

7;  
1 Timothy 6.6-

19; 
Luke 16.19-31 

9am BCP Communion St 
Mary’s, Nackington 

  

10am Songs of Praise St Pe-
ter’s Bekesbourne 
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NAILBOURNE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

After what seems like a long break since our Society's last event, we 
have several interesting and varied meetings scheduled for our Autumn/Winter pro-
gramme.  The first of these will be on Tuesday 9th September, 7.30 pm at Bridge 
Village Hall,  when Chris Spree will talk about his experiences; "17 years of Purga-
tory under the National Trust".   
This month's competition, (open to members only), is titled 'Your Best September 
Bloom'.  We hope that as many members as possible will bring a bloom to exhibit, as 
you never know you could win and go home with a trophy!   
Please note that contrary to previous years' meetings, we shall have the social part of 
the evening including the judging and refreshments before the talk. We really look 
forward to seeing you and any friends and family you could ask to come along.  
  There will also be a bring and buy table sale of plants and garden related items and 
this along with competitions will feature at   most future meetings. 
Anyone interested in joining the Society now can do so at half the price of 
the annual subscription.  There will be a small entry fee to include refreshments and 
of course everyone is most welcome!   
  An additional Event for September! - Nailbourne Horticultural Society's Infor-
mation and Plant Stall 
With the aim of raising the Society's profile, to provide information and generate 
funds, we will be holding a stall at 
  Bridge Farmer's Market on Saturday 13th September,  9 am to 12 noon.  There 
will be plants and garden related items for    sale.  We would be very happy to see 
you there  to answer any questions about the Society and if you'd like to become 
a  member,  you can do so at half the annual membership price!  Come and see us 
there! 

 

Bridge & District History Society 

Our new season of talks begins on Thursday September 18th at 7.30 in Bridge Vil-
lage Hall. 

Jane Delamaine’s talk is entitled “The Life and Death of Amy Johnson”. 

Amy was the first woman to fly solo from England to Australia and became the 
“influencer” of her time. Eleven years later she was dead. Jane’s talk will take us 
through Amy’s life, incredible achievements and tragic death. 

Amy is commemorated with a statue in Herne Bay, where she was last seen before 
her plane crashed in the Thames Estuary. 

No membership fee, £4.00 at the door to include refreshments. All welcome. Infor-
mation about the society can be found at www.bridgehistory.org.uk where details of 
the new season’s programme will be available shortly. 

http://www.bridgehistory.org.uk/
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National Vegetable Society – Kent District Association 

The Society are organising two local events in September.   

Firstly, on Wednesday 10 September at the usual time of 7.30 for 8.00 pm, there will 
be a talk by Guy Deakins, garden consultant, author and designer, entitled "It Starts 
with the Soil".  We expect to learn about the importance of getting the very basics 
correct first, like creating and maintaining a suitable environment, for any type of 
plant we may wish to grow before we begin to try to plant anything.  As ever, every-
one is welcome, refreshments are available before the talk and entry is free, although 
it would be appreciated if you would consider buying raffle tickets to help raise funds 
for the Society. 

Then following on immediately after that, the Society will be holding its Annual Show 
in Wingham Village Hall, School Lane CT3 1BD over the weekend of 13/14 Septem-
ber.  The show, which has been expanded this year to include classes for fruit, flow-
ers and cookery, will be open to visitors from 2 until 4 on the Saturday and 10 until 4 
on the Sunday.  There is no entry fee as such, but a charity donation to the British 
Heart Foundation is encouraged, and refreshments and a tombola will be available. 

Bridge with Patrixbourne Women's Institute 

A number of our members thoroughly enjoyed our summer outing to the National 
Trust Cafe at Langdon Cliffs, Dover on 5 August.  Fortunately, the weather was kind 
to us and we were able to enjoy our lunch sitting outside, despite the rather annoying 
wasps!  We then had a browse around the gift shop before setting off back home. 

Looking ahead, our next meeting is on Tuesday 16 September at 7.30 pm in 
Bridge Village Hall when we are going to learn "How to be a Silversmith" with Hel-
en Sharp. 

Our small friendly group is always happy to welcome visitors to our meetings and 
there is always time for a chat over refreshments.  If you are interested in this subject 
or, indeed, in joining us, please come along on the 16th.   

If you would like more details about our WI please contact our President, Sheila 
Scrivener, on 01227 831788. 

Valley Outings (AGTO) member 

 

Enhancing life in the community 

 

Would you like to hear about day trips and holidays with local pickups.  Get out and 
about, make new friends and enjoy visiting places of interest such as gardens, thea-
tre shows, hotels with lunch and entertainment etc. 
To find out how to sign up and go on the mailing list to hear about outings please 
contact: Linda Soulsby Tel: 07546668884 Email: lindaisoulsby@gmail.com 

mailto:lindaisoulsby@gmail.com
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Nailbourne Scout Group news 

We hope that everyone enjoyed the summer! Nailbourne has taken a break from our 
weekly meetings over the summer holidays, but that doesn’t mean that nothing has 
been happening! 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts finished the summer term with a social event at Denton 
Village Hall for parents to attend, along with their young people – this was a great 
success! 
In July, at the Bridge Village Fete, Explorers helped out by directing the car parking. 
They also collected donations to put towards KIJ (more on that below), so many 
thanks to everyone who contributed. 
The following week, Nailbourne was at Barham Village Hall for their open day, where 
we had a fundraising stall and also carried out demonstrations in the hall, including 
science experiments and packing a sleeping bag! 
In August, some of our Scouts and Explorers spent a week camping in Detling for the 
Kent International Jamboree (or KIJ). The event is attended by Scout groups from 
across the world as well as Kent, and is a great opportunity for young people to make 
friends, try new things and, of course, have lots of fun. They tried all sorts of activi-
ties, including climbing, go-karts, zorbing, a mud run, abseiling, bag drops (jumping 
from a height onto a mat!) and a cave bus. There was also a funfair, and their last 
night finished with an orange-themed party, a concert from the band Scouting for 
Girls and finally an amazing firework display! They all had a brilliant week and would 
happily do it again tomorrow. Thank you to all our leaders (who would probably rather 
not do it again for at least another few months!) who gave up their time to make it 
such fun for our young people. 
By the time you read this, Nailbourne will be gearing up to start the autumn term. We 
will also be serving cake and tea at the autumn meeting of the Horticultural Society 
on Saturday 13 September in Barham Village Hall. We will be raising money for our 
funds, so please come and support us! 
As always, we are still looking for volunteers to lead and help in our sessions, with 
Beavers and Explorers in particular need of support (both on Wednesday evenings).  
Nailbourne Scout Group welcomes both boys AND girls and meets during term 
time as follows: 
Beavers (6–8 years) – Wednesdays, 5.30–6.30pm, Barham Village Hall 
Cubs (8–10 years) – Wednesdays, 6.45–8.00pm, Barham Village Hall 
Scouts (10–14 years) – Fridays, 6.30–8.00pm, Barham Village Hall 
Explorers (14–18 years) – Wednesdays, 7.00–8.30pm, Bridge Pavillion 

Please note that the venue is subject to frequent change, particularly in the 
summer, when we meet outside as often as possible! 
For more information on joining Beavers, Cubs or Scouts or volunteering, 
please email Lynn Purkins at akelanailbourne@gmail.com or visit our Face-
book page (www.facebook.com/Nailbourne-Scout-Group-public-

108853207216429). For information on Explorers, please contact Phil Last at 
explorersnailbourne@gmail.com 

 

mailto:akelanailbourne@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/Nailbourne-Scout-Group-public-108853207216429
http://www.facebook.com/Nailbourne-Scout-Group-public-108853207216429
mailto:explorersnailbourne@gmail.com
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Red Lion, Bridge 

Friday 26th September 
10am-12 noon 

Tara Piddock 
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Supported by Bridge Parish Council 

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? 

There has been a choir at St Peter’s, Bridge, since the 19 th century, but you will 
have noticed that we are now very few in number and not getting any younger! The 
choir has an important role in leading the singing in worship and it would be a great 
pity if this could not continue. Could you help? 

We are particularly in need of someone to sing bass, either as a regular or to stand in 
when one of our two basses is not available. 
The choir sings at two 10am Sunday services each month, one at Bridge and one at 
Lower Hardres, plus occasional evening services, 
weddings and funerals. Rehearsals are at Bridge Church on Fridays 

from 5pm to 6pm. but this could be flexible. 
You don’t need to be an expert, just able to keep in time and 
sing in tune! 
If you – or someone you know – are interested 

and would like to come to a ‘taster’ rehearsal 
please contact Jean on 01227 831956. 
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C W LYONS & SON LTD 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

70 Military Road, Canterbury 

24 Hour Service  Tel: 01227 463508 

 

Family Owned. Est 1911            Members of SAIF, NAFD & NAMM 

Prepaid Funeral Plans Available 

NEED A VAN? 

THEN I'M YOUR MAN 

For all light removals, furniture, and domestic 
items including house clearances. 
Safely transporting antique furniture a speciality. 
* Avoid expensive pick-ups and drop-offs 

*Remove, dispose or recycle all household items     
including electrical appliances 

*Based in Barham 

*Reasonable and fair rates 

*Free estimates and quotations 

CALL CHRISTIAN ON: 
01227 831639                         07771 728080 

Email: christianmanandvan.gmail.com 

mailto:stablegate@hotmail.co.uk
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ALL WORK  
FULLY INSURED 

 

• HEDGE CUTTING 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• TREE SURGERY 

To advertise in this magazine email stevelthomas91@gmail.com 
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Canterbury and Bridge  
Re-Upholstery 

  
We have a wide range of fabrics to 

choose from in your own home 

Call us for a free quote on 
01227830855 or 07757029558 

Local recommendations available 

B&C Roofing 

All your roofing needs 

No job too small 
Fully insured.  

Local, friendly, reliable service 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Call Ben 01227 363366 

07949973176 

W.J.B. Plumbing Services 

All aspects of plumbing carried out by fully qualiĮed 
tradesman. 

Tel: 07783137448 or 01227 860480  

CANTERBURY FLOWER CLUB 

 

MEETS at ASHFORD ROAD COMMUNITY  

ASSOCIATION HALL THANINGTON CT1 3XR 

 

ON THE 3RD MONDAY OF THE MONTH 

 

7.00 FOR 7.30 START 

 

Demonstrations and workshops. 

All abilities catered for. 

 

New members always welcome. 
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Bridge with Patrixbourne 

Women’s Institute 

 

Warmly welcomes new members. 

Varied programme of events 

 

  For more details please contact the President, 

Sheila Scrivener, srscrivener@hotmail.co.uk 

 01227-831788 

 

BARKING BEAUTIES KENT 
Unit 11, Barham Business Park, Park Valley Road, Barham, Canterbury Kent CT4 6DQ  

Telephone: 01303 840456 

Fully Qualified City & Guilds grooming in the following technique 

• Bathing, drying and nail clipping 
• Full breed standard clip to breed styles 
• De-matting 
• Hand stripping and de-shedding 
• Fully qualified City and Guilds Master Diploma and K9 First Aid qualified 
• Fully insured salon 
• Equipped for larger breeds as well as toy and small 
• Established groomers 
Prices start from £15 for simple wash & blow dry. Find us on Facebook under Affinity Barking Beauties 

If you are looking to buy a residential property in East Kent, 
we are independent Chartered Surveyors that specialise in: 
• RICS Building Surveys 

• RICS Homebuyer Report 
• Valuations 

 

We provide a professional, friendly and approachable ser-
vice with over twenty years experience. 
 

greenstone.surveyors@hotmail.co.uk  
Ty Bryn, Patrixbourne, CT4 5BT 

www.greenstonesurveyors.co.uk  

07443 496025 

To advertise in this magazine 
email  

stevelthomas91@gmail.com 

mailto:greenstone.surveyors@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.greenstonesurveyors.co.uk


 30 

Small business cash flow affected by late 
paying customers/clients? 

Too busy to monitor invoices regularly? 

Credit control procedures needing attention? 

Employing a permanent credit controller too 
costly and unnecessary? 

We are a reliable virtual credit control support team 
for your small business, offering politeness, profes-
sionalism, persistence and approachability as 
standard.  Get in touch – we’d be delighted to 
discuss your credit control requirements. 

 

Director: Jo Muggridge 

T: 01227 941573 

E: hello@invoicemonitoringservices.co.uk 

W: https://www.invoicemonitoringservices.co.uk/ 

 

We do the monitoring, so you 
don’t have to! 

mailto:hello@invoicemonitoringservices.co.uk
https://www.invoicemonitoringservices.co.uk/
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■ Plastering  
■ Skimming  
■ Rendering  
■ Plasterboarding  
■ Ceiling Repair  

■ Ceiling Replacement  
■ Plaster Over Artex  
■ Water Damaged  
■ Patching & Repairs  
■ Coving & Cornice 

No job too small  
Friendly, Clean & Reliable  

Competitive rates  
Please call for FREE estimates 

T: 0793 201 2847 

E: info@baseplastering.co.uk 

www.baseplastering.co.uk 

www.baseplastering.co.uk 

For All Your Plastering Needs 

BASE PLASTERING 

DELTA ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL  
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

  

SHAUNE MILBURN 

  

MOB: 07702 333898 

EMAIL: deltaelectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 

 

REGISTERED NICEIC  
DOMESTIC INSTALLER 

mailto:deltaelectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk
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People of the Bridge Group of Churches 

 

The Vicar:         Rev. Estella Last            01227-206272 

                                 estellalast@gmail.com  

    

                                  

Chaplain:                         Mrs Miriam Westendarp        01227 206272 

 

Administrator:      Mrs Megan Shirley                   bridgeoffice23@gmail.com 

 

Safeguarding Officer:   Rosemary Whatley           01227-206272     

 

St Mary’s Patrixbourne with St Peter’s Bridge  

Churchwardens:     Dr Andrea Nicholson           01227-830947    

              Mrs Pauline Pritchard          01227-830685    

              Mr Laurence Dunderdale        01227-830668    

              laurence.dunderdale@gmail.com 

(Gift Aid Officer)     Mrs Evelyn Andrews          01227-830960                                                 
              evepurlins@btinternet.com 

PCC Secretary:     Mr Rory Wetherell            01227-830318                     
PCC Treasurer:     bridge.gp.treasurer@gmail.com      
Christian Aid/Organist Mrs Jean Barber            01227-831956                    
 

St Peter’s Bekesbourne     

Churchwarden      Mrs Nicky Fry              01227-830319   
              nicolafry@cscope.co.uk            
PCC Finance Team:   Mrs Zan Clifford             01227-830328            
Tower Captain:      Mrs Gill Moon              01227-832134 

 

To advertise in this magazine, please contact  stevelthomas91@gmail.com 

01227-832573  
 

To offer items for publication in this magazine, including event information, please 
contact Mrs Megan Shirley bridgegroupmagazine@gmail.com by the 15th day of the  
preceding month, ensuring that any emails and attachments are clearly titled to  
identify their content.  Files should be submitted in .doc .pub or .jpg format. 
Posters should be A5 in size and both portrait and landscape versions provided. 
 

Benefice Website:   www.bridgechurchgroup.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bridgecanterbury 
Youtube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCkTHbcWKzsIHJAuYcuMoOdQ 

Cover photos: Mrs Megan Shirley and Dr Daniel Edward Young 

mailto:lamcinally@googlemail.com
mailto:laurence.dunderdale@btinternet.com

