


We specialise in bespoke, traditionally crafted oak
framed outbuildings, extensions & conservatories.
We also offer all general carpentry services.

Contact Mark or Helen for your FREE quote.
07977 304 968

H =ney0 a k honeyoakcarpentry(@gmail.com
Carpentry www.honeyoakcarpentry.co.uk

Canterbury Roofing Specialist

¢ Slate roofs Family run t_)usiness
www.rooferincanterbury.co.uk

* Kent pegs Contact Gary or Trevor for a free quote.
¢ New roofs

¢ Repair work Syvilla

o Fibreglass flat roofs Canterbury Road

o All building work carried out Chilham, Canterbury

Tel: 01227 731845 Mobile: 07796 165289

EV car chargers
C7ENERGVY c7email@proton.me
01227 621 207

Bridge Haven avantd

care & support

Ca re H O m e Bveryone Matters’

Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX

At Bridge Haven 24-hour care and support is
provided for people living with dementia, where our
team of qualified and attentive staff focus on the
individual needs of the residents.

Visit our website to see how we can help you:
www.avantecare.org.uk or call us on 01227 831607
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Veterinary Practice

Convenient parking

Committed to quality care
Purpose designed modern practice

Relaxed atmosphere
24 hour emergency service

Consultations by appointment
Modern purpose designed facility

Chalkpit Farm, Adisham Road,
Bekesbourne, Nr. Canterbury Kent

CT4 5EU (Opposite Essentially
ops)

e-mail : info@bournevets.co.uk
Web : www.bournevets.co.uk

01227 832322

JW& LJBRASIER 1D

Unit 11 Partridge Drive, Bridge
CANTERBURY CT4 5BF
(01227) 831928
Servicing & MOT’s Classes 4,5 lights & 7
Welding
Full Diesel & Petrol Diagnostic
Cars collected and returned locally

IS R.B.W Wy

. KENT’S WATER FEATURE
Y SPECIALISTS AND
4/POND BUILDING EXPERTS'$”

Garden / Pond Design, Building and Refurbishments
Pond Cleaning / Maintenance / Maintenance Contracts
Ghild Safe Pond Covers

Fitration Specialists

Patios - Decking - Fencing - Brickwork - Arbours

Tel: 07563212858
FREE ESTIMATES and
CONSULTATIONS

www.ReflectionByWater.com
Email: andrewlongrbw@hotmail.com

MOLE CATCHER KEITH
No Mole - No Fee

Your local Mole catcher, based in Ash, covering
all local towns and villages.

Offering mole control for your lawns, gardens &
paddocks. Public liability insurance.

Call/Text
East Kent Mole Catcher 07876 686543

&

Email—molecatcherkeith@hotmail.com

We come to you...

Ginder Cat

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

PC & Laptop Repairs. Data Recovery
Networking & Maintenance.
Repairs & New Systems . Upgrades.
Virus Removal/Protection.

info@gingercatcomputers.co.uk
www.gingercatcomputers.co.uk

L 55

01227 700730




Est 1988
Domestic Cleaning Services
Tel: 01227 277033
www.supermaids.co.uk
Email: info@supermaids.co.uk

Grounds
Maintenance

by Bourne to Garden

T 01227 832610
E info@bournetogarden.com

B Grounds & Garden Maintenance
B Sports Pitch Maintenance

APPROVED

CONTRACTOR
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
CN ELECTRICAL
Contact : Chris 07826 505671
web : www.cnelectrical.co.uk
Email : info@cnelectrical.co.uk

B Tree Surgery
B Landscaping
3 Weed Control

Fully qualified
and insured

Jacksons /,

{ |cds gﬁ%%m

o=

FS Property Maintenance
& Handyman

All aspect of interior & exterior,
residential & commercial property
maintenance undertaken.

All jobs big or small.
Friendly, reliable, reasonable
07980 364694
01227 722278

Ed-IT

COMPUTING

\, ()

Computing & technology advice, support, tuition, repair

| provide all aspects of IT support to individuals
and businesses on a one-off or ongoing basis.

Ed Ludlow, Ed-IT Computing
t: 01227 472619 | m: 07494 404238
hello@ed-it.co.uk | www.ed-it.co.uk

2002

ELITE BLINDS

MADE TO MEASURE

www.elite-blinds.com
01227 720 881

P J Sweeps

NACS Registered

Fully Insured Phillip Joiner
Chimney Lining Chimney Engineer
Pots & Cowls Over 10 Years® Experience

Fireplaces Fitted

CCTV Surveying [* JSnaplok =]

Rotary Power Sweeping

Stoves Installed & Serviced

01227 700 909  pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk

WWW.PJCHIMNEYSWEEPS.CO.UK



http://www.cnelectrical.co.uk/
mailto:info@cnelectrical.co.uk

HOPS X FEOWLERS &

BY ESSENTIALLY HOPS

Hop garlands for decoration | Dried Flowers | Gifts
www.essentiallyhops.co.uk

Chalkpit Farm Rural Shopping, Bekesbourne, Nr Canterbury, CT4 5EU
shop@essentiallyhops.co.uk | Tel: 01227 830 666

6 Western Avenue

' Bridge
(b @//M 4 CT4 5LS

info@floandteds.com
Monday - Saturday: 8-4 Flo & Ted's
Sunday: 9-2 floandteds
Cutting and styling hair lllail‘ limited

in a relaked and friendly environment with easy
free parking outside the door

BED HEAD PAUL MITCHELL
TIGI  t{gl: 01227 830565
4 western ave, bridge, canterbury, kent, ct4 5ls.




GARDEN SERVICES

T: 07846 140262
nail: harry@beersgardenservices.co.uk

Your local, young, and enthusiastic gardener! We cover all aspects of

garden maintenance, offering competitive rates, expectational customer service,
and a passion for making your garden flourish.

Fully insured

www.beersgardenservices.co.uk

To advertise in this magazine email stevelthomas91@gmail.com

@1y

WINDOW CLEANING
01227 233158

Canterbury * Whitstable « Herne Bay
Faversham * Ashford * Thanet

and Surrounding Villages

Your Local Professional External Cleaners

—>» Window Cleaning

—>» Gutter Clearance

—>» Jet Washing

—>» Fascia & Soffit Cleaning
—» Roof Treatments

Contact us today for a quote

01227 933158
info@cwwindowcleaning.uk

Paw Patrols

DOG WALKING,
HOME BOARDING AND DAY CARE
Hannah Terry
Nearly 20 Years’ Experience
Fully Insured and Licenced
Reference’s Available on Request
07855 832045

BLACKWELL BUILDING SERVICES
BRICKWORK, PLASTERING,
CONCRETING, DRAINAGE

TILED & FLAT ROOFING, NEW
DRIVES, PAVING

PLUMBING, PAINTING, DOUBLE
GLAZING

Tel: 01227 860480




To advertise in this magazine
email

stevelthomas91@gmail.com

cJ

K.P Decorating

a e R e « Internal Decorating
- Reffib N 2 « External Decorating
» Plastering

2L EEEAYEngli
TSI rran) * Acess all areas

& Specialistidi®ha (Ukrainian Expert)
| Servingithe County ofiKent

deliverggrr?g?‘l?goc;)&frogéorstep Ca ll: 079 5645572 0
' www.kpdecorate.com

Plastering

(City & Guilds)

. Interior Plastering

. Coving fitted

. Exterior Rendering

. Painting- Interior & Exterior
Chris Possee
3 Green Court
Bridge, Canterbury,
Kent CT4 5LU

07805 695247

East Kent Works

Traditional And Modern Building Maintenance / Repair / Restoration
Sash Windows Brickwork Steelwork
Etc, Ete, Ete

Sensible rates and attention to detail assured.

Call Rob on 07525 330877 or email: eastkentworks@yahoo.com

T. PETTMAN

CLOCKMAKER
0786 0498 963




The Vicarage

i 23 High Street
= Bridge
== F Tel: 01227 206272
e Gro? E-mail: estellalast@gmail.com
November 2025

Dear Friends,

Well after what seems like a long time of waiting the news we had been waiting for
finally broke, a new Archbishop for the Church of England. Like me | am sure you
were thrilled with the announcement on Friday 3™ October that our new Archbishop
will be Sarah Mullalley (Bishop of London). As many of you will know | was elected
earlier in the year to represent Canterbury Diocese on the Crown Nominations Com-
mission (CNC) which made this nomination. This important work took me out of the
Parish for 3 weeks plus reading time, over the last 6 months. | have expressed my
gratitude to all in our Parish for their understanding and patience whilst | contributed
to the life of our Church in this way. It really isn’t every day that one gets to be this
closely involved with actual history in the making. | can’t say much about the process
but what | can say is that | can see through it all the moments when the work of the
Holy Spirit was abundantly apparent and so | have complete confidence that God has
guided us in this decision. Bishop Sarah will be confirmed as the Archbishop of Can-
terbury in January and installed in Canterbury Cathedral in March. In the meantime,
we pray for her and the Diocese of London as they prepare for their Bishop to move
on.

As it turns out this wasn’t the end of news impacting on our Parish. Soon after com-
ing out of the CNC, | went through an interview process myself and on Sunday 12"
October it was announced in Church that | have been appointed as Archdeacon of
Maidstone. | am of course thrilled to have been appointed and very much looking
forward to the new challenges this will bring. As a family though, we are all very sad
that this means our time in Bridge will come to an end and that | will no longer be the
Vicar in these beautiful 5 villages. We have come through some tough times togeth-
er, recalling of course the years of the Pandemic and the time we couldn’t worship
together in person, and as a church family have walked together in the path of be-
reavement as some of our treasured church members have gone to glory. We have
also had some wonderful achievements, amalgamating our Parishes, changing the
way we worship, being a training parish and sending our Curate off on her way
trained and equipped to serve the church and along the way we have seen and con-
tinue to see improvements to our church buildings which will ensure they are fit to
serve the people of our villages for many centuries to come. There will be a gap while
the PCC goes through the process of appointing a new Vicar and this can take some
months but | will do all | can to ensure that the Parish has the support it needs in
place before | leave.

There is more that could be said of course but for now, we have until 11" January
2026 together so we will pray together through the upcoming season of Remem-
brance and then we have all the festivities of Christmas to enjoy too. You can find all
the details of the upcoming services in November and December elsewhere in this
magazine.

For now | am thankful for all that has been and looking forward to all that is to come. |
pray for you all daily and hope you may know the peace of God with you.

8



Yours in Christ

Fslodol-oo-

Revd. Canon Estella Last, Vicar,
The Parish of the Bridge Group

November 2025
Mon 3™ 2-3pm Caring and Sharing
Thurs 6th 9-11am Little Lambs Toddler Group, Bridge Pavilion
Fri 7th 8.45am Coffee, Chat and Prayer at Bridge Church
Weds 12th 10-11.30am Bekesbourne Coffee Morning
Thurs 13" | 9-11am Little Lambs Toddler Group, Bridge Pavilion
Fri 14" 8.45am Coffee, Chat and Prayer at Bridge Church
10am Fish Scheme Pop in at Bridge Village Hall
Thurs 20th 9-11am Little Lambs Toddler Group, Bridge Pavilion
Fri 21 8.45am Coffee, Chat and Prayer at Bridge Church
11am-12.30pm Lower Hardres Coffee Morning
Weds 26th | 7.30pm A Christmas Carol in Bridge Church
Thurs 27™ 9-11am Little Lambs Toddler Group, Bridge Pavilion
7.30pm A Christmas Carol in Bridge Church
Fri 28th 8.45am Coffee, Chat and Prayer at Bridge Church
7.30pm A Christmas Carol in Bridge Church
Sat 29th 2.30pm A Christmas Carol in Bridge Church




Service details and readings for November — December 2025

2" 4" Sunday | Isaiah 1.10-18; 9am BCP Communion St
November | before Ad- 2 Thessalonians 1 Mary’s, Nackington
vent Luke 19.1-10
10am Songs of Praise St
Daniel 7:1-3,15-18 | Peter’s Bekesbourne
All Saints Ephesians 1:11-23
(1°' Nov) Luke 6: 20-31
Wisdom 3: 1-9 6pm Choral Evensong for
All Souls Psalm 130 All Souls at St Peter’s
(2" Nov) 1 Thessalonians Bridge
4:13-18
John 5: 24-27
9" Remem- Job 19.23-27a; 2 10 am Communion at St
November | brance Thessalonians 2.1- | Peter’s Bridge (Parade
Sunday 5,13-17; Service with Act of Re-
Luke 20.27-38 membrance at 10.50)
10am Remembrance Ser-
vice at St Mary’s Nacking-
ton followed by Wreath
laying at the War Memori-
al
10.45 Wreath Laying at the
War Memorial in Lower
Hardres
Tuesday 11am Remembrance Ser-
11" vice with Year 6 from
November Bridge School at St
Mary’s Patrixbourne
10.50 for 11am Act of Re-
membrance at the War
Memorial at St Peter’s
Bekesbourne
16" 2" Sunday | Malachi 4.1-2a; 10am Traditional Sung
November | before Ad- 2 Thessalonians Holy Communion at St
vent 3.6-13; Mary’s Nackington
(Safeguardi | Luke 21.5-19
ng Sunday)
23" Christ the Jeremiah 23.1-6; 10am Parish Communion
November | King/Sun- | Colossians 1.11- at St Mary’s Lower
day next 20; Hardres
before Ad- Luke 23.33-43
vent
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30" Advent Isaiah 2.1-5; Psalm | 9am BCP Communion St
November Sunday 122; Romans 13.11 | Mary’s, Nackington
-14; Matthew 24.36
-44 10am Songs of Praise St
Peter’s Bekesbourne
4pm Advent Family Ser-
vice — getting ready for
Christmas
7" 2" Sun- Isaiah 11.1-10; Ro- | 10am Celebration Service
December day of Ad- | mans 15.4-13; Mat- | at St Mary’s Patrixbourne —
vent thew 3.1-12 reopening of the building
and dedication of the new
extension and facilities. With
the Archdeacon of Canter-
bury.
Friday 12" 6pm Community Carols at
December St Mary’s Lower Hardres
14" 3" Sunday | Isaiah 35.1-10; 10 am Parish Communion
December of Advent Luke 1.46b-55 at St Peter’s Bridge
(Magnificat); James
5.7-10; Matthew
11.2-11 4pm Instant Nativity
(Family Service)
Friday 19" 7pm Carol Service St
December Mary’s Patrixbourne
217 4™ Sunday | Isaiah 7.10-16; Ro- | 10am Traditional Sung Ho-
December of Advent mans 1.1-7; ly Communion at St Mary’s
Matthew 1.18-25 Patrixbourne
7pm Carol Service at St
Peter’s Bridge
Wednesday | Christmas | Isaiah 52:7-10 3pm Christingle Service at
24" Eve Hebrews 1:1-12 Bridge
December John 1:1-14 5pm Christingle Service at
Bridge
10pm Christmas Eucharist
Nackington
Thursday Christmas | Isaiah 9.2-7; 9.30am Christmas Com-
25" Decem- | Day Titus 2.11-14; munion St Peter’s Bridge
ber Luke 2.1-14,(15-

20)

11am Christmas Carol Ser-
vice St Peter’s
Bekesbourne

11




28™ Decem- | 1% Sunday | Jeremiah 31: 15-17 | 10am Parish Communion
ber of Christ- 1 Corinthians 1: 26- | at St Mary’s Lower Hardres
mas 29

Matthew 2: 13-18

4" January Epiphany Isaiah 60:1-6 10am Benefice Commun-
Ephesians 3:1-12 ion Service at St Peter’s
Matthew 2: 1-12 Bekesbourne

11" January | Baptism of | Isaiah 42:1-9 10am Benefice Communion
Christ / Acts 10:34-43 at St Peter’s Bridge — Revd
Epiphany Matthew 3: 13-17 Estella’s last Sunday in the
1 Parish

Bridge & District History Society

The Society is proud to announce the forthcoming publication
“Bridge: Past and Present”

The book will contain historical views of the parishes of Bridge, Patrixbourne and
Bekesbourne alongside their modern equivalents, taken where possible on the same
spot, and with historical commentary highlighting both the change and the continuity
in each view. It also includes newly-merged images of activities from the past set in
their modern surroundings and fascinating insights into the heritage of familiar
scenes and buildings.

“Bridge: Past and Present” will be launched at a special evening event in Bridge
Village Hall on

Thursday November 20" from 7.30pm

The 80-page, full-colour book is priced at £9.99 and is a perfect Christmas gift for
anyone with a connection to Bridge, Patrixbourne or Bekesbourne.

If you are unable to attend the launch the book is available to order from
www.canterley.co.uk using the checkout code BRIDGEPP before November 20" to
receive free UK delivery.

All are welcome to attend. There is no entry fee. Light refreshments will be
available.

12
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A message from Hilary Whiting

On behalf of Amanda and Julian | am writing to thank so many people for their kind
support, lovely cards expressing such heart-warming thoughts, the flowers and trib-
utes from so many people in our village and friends at Herne Bay Red Cross Centre.
Barry would have been amazed at the response, as indeed we have been!

Barry and | were both students at Bognor Regis Training College in 1956 and met on
the first evening of my course with our second-year students. He and | were the only
ones to opt for tea- we still remain in touch with many from our course of study- fortu-
nate for the time before the expansion of its status as the University of Sussex.

We were married in Hexham Abbey in 1960 and have recently had a card signed by
King Charles and Queen Camilla congratulating us on or 65" Anniversary.

As Deputy Head of Allenith Secondary School, Barry has involved in the Nuffield
Science Project for changes in the teaching of Science. He was seconded to a year’s
Advanced Diploma at the Froebel Institute, London, when he moved into Primary
Education in 1970, before moving to a Kent Headship in 1974, and was involved in
Teacher Training with several Colleges.

The political situation involving the 1984 miner’s strikes had a major effect on the
Kent coal field communities and the cost to Barry’s health meant he was offered early
retirement in 1987. He worked as a lecturer in First Aid at Work and enjoyed a com-
plete change of direction, working with a range of organisations. He also regularly
drove Bill Rose to the National War Museum in Southwark, where London School-
children could hear the history of Japanese War Prisoners as part of the curriculum in
London O-level History Syllabus.

As the Poppy Appeal Organiser for Bridge, he is best remembered by 30 volunteers
who had boxes of Poppies to cover the annual street collection. With his willing help-
ers, over the years they raised thousands of pounds for the Charity.

13



A Christmas Carol

Proving that churches can be wonderful assets for the local communi-
ty, the Church Players present ‘A Christmas Carol’ which will take
place at St Peter’s Church in Bridge on the evenings of 26" — 28" No-
vember, with a matinee performance on Saturday 29" November at
2.30pm. A homegrown adaptation of the classic Dickens novella about
the miserly Ebenezer Scrooge, who through a series of Ghostly en-
counters is encouraged to reflect on his selfish life. All the parts will be
played by local people including the Vicar of Bridge, Revd Estella Last.

Commenting on the event Revd Estella said “The arts and religion
have always walked hand and hand and so it is a great joy to be able
to offer our church as a venue for local theatre. We really hope that
people will enjoy coming to see this classic tale performed by people
they know in our beautiful Church in the heart of Bridge village.”

The performance is the second time in recent years that the church in
Bridge has become a theatre. In 2023 a similar group performed Mur-
der in the Cathedral, T.S. Eliot’s depiction of the martyrdom of Arch-
bishop Thomas Becket in 1170 Canterbury Cathedral to great acclaim.

Revd Estella continues, “Of course once December arrives we will
have all our usual Christmas Services, and carol singing events which
are widely publicised in the villages but we hope people will enjoy a
little theatre outing close to home in the meantime”.

A Christmas Carol, St Peter’s Bridge 26" — 29" November 2025 Tick-
ets £10 each will be available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-
bridge-group-of-churches or Tel: 03336663366 quoting The Bridge
Group of Churches

14
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‘-r
CHURCH
PLAYERS

Ticket Source box office Telephone 03336663366
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 Instant Nativity Performance
The Stable is empty, the

Sunday 14th December sheep have fled and the

wise men are missing!

4pm St Peter’s Bridge

can You help?
- The Nativity with a twist....

Fun for all .
i ?_j"the famlly|

Flrevvorks
~& Sonfire

Saturday 8th November 2025




The Village Gardeners

Mulch, marvellous mulch.

Maybe not the most glamorous way to start the November article but
I'm going to see if | can make it more appealing!

What is mulch, and why do we use it in gardening ? Mulch can be any
biodegradable material such as garden compost, wood chippings, bark, leaf
mould etc. or non biodegradable material such as slate, shingle, pebbles or
gravel.

Why do we mulch? There are a myriad of reasons for mulching, including helping
the soil to retain moisture, reducing watering, suppressing weeds, protecting
plant roots from severe hot and cold temperatures and improving the organic
matter in the soil..... plus of course it can look so pleasing. We mulch most of the
village areas that we look after from the Bridge Nature Garden to the long High
Street border to the planters on the High Street. We are lucky enough to have
been given some organic material from two local tree surgeons and we have
spread, and will be spreading this, over the coming months. Ideally any mulch
needs to be between 5 and 7.5cm deep and our mulch is a combination of wood
chippings and shredded leaves that will biodegrade over time. Many thanks to
Citadel Grounds Maintenance in Dover and Gristwood & Toms, working on behalf
of Kent County Council, for supplying this year's mulch.

Autumn is a ideal time to mulch when your herbaceous plants are dying back, or
if you miss the opportunity to do so, and it gets too cold, you can apply it in mid
to late spring before the annual weeds germinate.

There are very few drawbacks to mulching but if you have specimen shrubs or
trees then avoid direct contact with the stems, and if you have freshly chipped
material it is advisable to store it for a few weeks before using as they may
deplete the soil of nitrogen.

If you haven't mulched before then maybe give it a go. In our rapidly changing
climate it will help to look after the plants and importantly the soil. Soil is the
heart and soul of our planet and we all need to look after it.

Happy mulching. Maybe not glamorous but pretty positive all round.
Pam

The Village Gardeners 07561 560871
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THE

THNDERBOX

lsrael & Pafestme- Tme for Ca‘l IJme‘?

ISRAEL & PALESTINE:
THE UNTOLD STORY

A screening of this highly-acclaimed film followed by a panel discussion
and Q&A, with the film's director, Gillian Mosely
Gulbenkian Arts Centre, Canterbury CT2 7NB

Wednesday 19th November, 2 - 5pm

Panel: William Bell, Head of Middle East Policy and Advocacy, Christian Aid
Shahd Hammouri, Lecturer in International Law, University of Kent Law School
Rabbi Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Professor Emeritus of Judaism, University of Wales|
Chair: Jonathan Arnold, Professor of Faith, Culture and Arts, University of Kent

Admission free. Donations to Christian

Q ' - - Aid's Middle East Humanitarian Appeal
K-nt lcc | welcomed on the door

Iniversity of
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The Tinderbox

The war in Gaza may have come to an end but it is only the beginning of the journey
towards peace, justice and reconciliation in the area. The film ‘The Tinderbox’ (see
separate poster) explores what led up to the war and helps us to understand the
ongoing hostility between Israeli and Palestinian. If you are interested to learn more
about the situation and want hear the views of the panel about what lies ahead, do
go along. Admission is free but donations to Christian Aid’s Middle East Humanitari-
an Appeal are welcome. The event is sponsored by Canterbury Christian Aid
Group.

NAILBOURNE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

We are excited to announce that our next meeting on Tuesday, 11th November,
7.30 at Bridge Village Hall, is one that we were able to add as an extra event to the
Society's schedule. 'Butterfly Conservation, Bridge and the Curious Tale of the
White-Letter Hairstreak’, is the intriguing title of the talk, which we can look forward
to from Roland Brown, Chair of the Kent Branch Committee of Butterfly Conserva-
tion.

We shall be having our usual bring and buy plant stall and November's competition,
'Your Best Pot Plant', which is open to members only. The winner will be awarded
a cup so please bring along a pot plant which you feel is worthy of entering. Hope-
fully there will be many entries this month to make it hard for the judge to pick out a
winner!

There will be the usual small entry fee to include refreshments. We very much look
forward to seeing you then. Thank you for your continued support.

Kath Diss

Many residents will remember Kath Diss, who for many years lived in Bridge, latterly
at 1 Ford Close and moved five years ago to Marlborough to be closer to her son
Colin and his family.

Kath enjoyed good health until recently and her health declined rapidly over the past
weeks and she died at 99 years and 9 months mid October and | absolutely know
she was doing her best to make a century!

Jane Ludlow

Fish Scheme

The monthly Pop-in Will be on Friday 14th, the second Friday of the month. Every-
body is very welcome and , as is the tradition for this month, the coffee and biscuits
are free.

19



-
Recenlly Engaged?
Wand lo mavy in 2026:

You do not need to be a practising Christian to marry in one of our
five beautiful churches.

You qualify to marry in any of our churches:

+ If you live within the villages of Bridge, Bekesbourne,
Patrixbourne, Lower Hardres and Nackington (or have done
at any time for a period of six months)

If you were baptised or confirmed at one of our churches /
If your parents lived in our parish for six months

If your grandparents were married in one of
our churches

For more information or to book your 2026
wedding contact bridgeoffice23@gmail.com

*optional extras are ayailable at cost




Christmas Craft

Fair
Bekesbourne Village Hall crsspn)
Saturday 15" November 2025

Buyers from 10am to 2pm

Stall Holders from 8am
(Pre-booked Stalls only)
#£10 per stall — tables provided

Come along and support your local crafters
Grab a Christmas gift or two or just treat yourself

Enjoy a hot drink and a bite to eat.
Bacon roll, hot dogs, burgers and more
Vegan & Gluten free versions available

Raffle
Prizes donated from our lovely stall holders

To book a table contact Tara at:
enquiries4bvh@gmail.com
21



Little Lambs

Toddler Group
Every Thursday

9am-11am (during
term time) at Bridge
sports pavilion.
Suggested donation
£1.50 per child.

For more information call Estella on 01227 206272

Supported by Bridge Parish Council

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING?

There has been a choir at St Peter’s, Bridge, since the 19 th century, but you will
have noticed that we are now very few in number and not getting any younger! The
choir has an important role in leading the singing in worship and it would be a great
pity if this could not continue. Could you help?

We are particularly in need of someone to sing bass, either as a regular or to stand in
when one of our two basses is not available.

The choir sings at two 10am Sunday services each month, one at Bridge and one at
Lower Hardres, plus occasional evening services,

weddings and funerals. Rehearsals are at Bridge Church on Fridays
from 5pm to 6pm. but this could be flexible.

You don’t need to be an expert, just able to keep in time and
sing in tune!

If you — or someone you know — are interested
and would like to come to a ‘taster’ rehearsal
please contact Jean on 01227 831956.




Local produce from
Longland Farm, Elham

Premium Quality & Welfare
Environmentally Caring

2-Star Great Taste Award 2025
Small 4-5kg * Medium 5-6kg
Large 6-7kg
£20/kg

07825 181870
hello@longlandfarm.co.uk
£20 deposit payable

Collection 23 Dec

Y
A
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The Kingsbourne Players

Don’t forget to book your places for ‘The Knife Before Christmas’, a Murder Mys-
tery in Kingston Barn, for one night only on Saturday 29" November. In aid of The
Barn, the ticket price is £15 each, and includes a ‘Ploughman’s Platter’ and nibbles.
There will be a bar. There are only 64 spaces in total — don’t miss out on this sea-
sonal sleuthery! Book tickets for this event via email: helensole@btinternet.com

Panto time is getting closer. The Kingsbourne Players have chosen ‘Snow White’ as
their next pantomime, with Sara Strain reprising her role as Director, to take place
as usual in the last weekend of January, in Barham Village Hall.

Shows will be on the Friday and Saturday evenings, plus a Saturday matinee; and —
in an exciting new development — another on the Sunday.

There will be some familiar faces in the cast, and some new ones too. Tickets will
be on sale from 1% December, and details will follow; but pencil the dates in:

30" January to 1* February. Watch this space, see local advertising and check us out
on social media. We’d love to see you there - Oh Yes We Would!

Bridge with Patrixbourne Women's Institute

Please note that the programme for the rest of the 2025/2026 season
has had to be re-arranged. In place of "New Age Kurling" which will
now take place at our January meeting, on Friday 21 November at
2.00 pm in Bridge Village Hall, Clare Boggia has agreed to come to
tell us about "The Life and Designs of Clarice CIiff". If you watch
any of the antiques programmes on television, you will certainly know
the name of Clarice Cliff and be familiar with her work.

Our small friendly group is always happy to welcome visitors to our
meetings and there is always time for a chat over refreshments. If you
are interested in this subject or, indeed, in joining us, please come
along on the 21st November.

If you would like more details about our WI please contact our Presi-
dent, Sheila Scrivener, on 01227 831788.
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CWLYONS & SONLTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
70 Military Road, Canterbury
24 Hour Service Tel: 01227 463508

Family Owned. Est 1911

Members of SAIF, NAFD & NAMM

Prepaid Funeral Plans Available

NEED A VAN?
THEN I'M YOUR MAN
For all light removals, furniture, and domestiq
items including house clearances.
Safely transporting antique furniture a speciality.
* Avoid expensive pick-ups and drop-offs
*Remove, dispose or recycle all household itemq
including electrical appliances
*Based in Barham
*Reasonable and fair rates
*Free estimates and quotations
CALL CHRISTIAN ON:
01227 831639 07771 728080
Email: christianmanandvan.gmail.com

coration

Painting, decorating and inte

Fiona Castle
07971 970118
debdendecorationanddesi

debdendecorationanddesign

HANDFORD
WOODCRAFT

www.handfordwoodcraft.co.uk

handfordpm@outlook.com

Bespoke woodworking designed in
collaboration with our clients and built
with  sustainable materials  using
traditional technigques at our workshop in
the heart of the North Downs.

From dining tables, side tables, desks or
seating to fully built in storage solutions,
wardrobes or studies.

To complete the look, add matching
accessories, shelving or picture frames.

All our projects are uniquely designed to fit
seamlessly into your homes and are built
to last generations.

07923 928881
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National award winning
service and marketing
across sales, lettings and
property management.

R N
BEST BEST 1SS

~~~~~~~~~~~

01227 780227

Charles Bainbridge charlesbainbridge.com

FREE ANTIQUE VALUATION SERVICE

Every Friday 10am to 1pm. Home visits by appointment.

CANTERBURY 01227 763337

40 STATION ROAD WEST, CANTERBURY, KENT CTZ 8AN

www.thecanterburyauctiongalleries.com
- ________________________________|

ALL WORK
FULLY INSURED

ASHTON - STUMP GRINDING
TREE CARE « TREE SURGERY

City&s
07929 627622 « 07769 908027 CGCuilds
OLLIE@ASHTONTREECARE.co.uk NPTC

To advertise in this magazine email stevelthomas91@gmail.com
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W.J.B. Plumbing Services

All aspects of plumbing carried out by fully qualified
tradesman.

Tel: 07783137448 or 01227 860480

Canterbury and Bridge
Re-Upholstery

We have a wide range of fabrics to
choose from in your own home
Call us for a free quote on
01227830855 or 07757029558
Local recommendations available

SARAH de ROUGEMONT
UPHOLSTERY
Established 1990

—

Loose Covers - Fabrics - Roman Blinds
All commissions considered
Tel: 01227 455841
Mob: 07973 377817

B&C Roofing

All your roofing needs
No job too small
Fully insured.

Local, friendly, reliable service
FREE QUOTATIONS
Call Ben 01227 363366
07949973176

CANTERBURY FLOWER CLUB

MEETS at ASHFORD ROAD COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION HALL THANINGTON CT1 3XR

ON THE 3% MONDAY OF THE MONTH
7.00 FOR 7.30 START

Demonstrations and workshops.

All abilities catered for.

New members always welcome.
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AcklandWebb

Chartered Certified Accountants and business advisers

- Local family business Contact: David Muggridge
- Friendly & professional service
- Specialists in small to medium-sized Tel: 01227 811745
businesses & start ups Email: enquiries@acklandwebb.co.uk

- Full range of accountancy and tax services |Web: www.acklandwebb.co.uk

ACADEMY
EXPERTS

- Testimonials & references available ﬁ THE
- No cost/no obligation initial meeting

LANDCARE +

Tree Surgeons

i NPTC certificated
FenC|ng Fully irf::rel(;ate
La n d sCa pes 20 years established
M a i ntena nce Local references available

www.landcaretreesandfencing.co.uk

07740-949836 07770-899548

Maj esticC 01227 694123
Garden Car® ©7930 025683

Professional garden care specialists with expertise in
large gardens and private estates. Our experienced and
dedicated team offer an exceptional service in caring for
all aspects of your garden.

www.majesticgardencare.co.uk
majesticgardencare@gmail.com
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BARKING BEAUTIES KENT RRKI
Unit 11, Barham Business Park, Park Valley Road, Barham, Canterbury Kent CT4 6DQ \
Telephone: 01303 840456 *
Fully Qualified City & Guilds grooming in the following technique <
Bathing, drying and nail clipping
Full breed standard clip to breed styles

> )
TR

) Cityés
Guilds PIFah

De-matting

Hand stripping and de-shedding
Fully qualified City and Guilds Master Diploma and K9 First Aid qualified K
Fully insured salon __H_é_a!gﬂ.'yz

Equipped for larger breeds as well as toy and small
Established groomers
rices start from £15 for simple wash & blow dry. Find us on Facebook under Affinity Barking Beauties

P ——
Furst Class Lounge

e © o o o o o o

If you are looking to buy a residential property in East Kent,
we are independent Chartered Surveyors that specialise in:
« RICS Building Surveys

« RICS Homebuyer Report

. Valuations

GreenStone
PR e R We provide a professional, friendly and approachable ser-
STV I vice with over twenty years experience.

07443 496025 greenstone.surveyors@hotmail.co.uk
ol . Ty Bryn, Patrixbourne, CT4 5BT
(’\Q RICS www.greenstonesurveyors.co.uk

To advertise in this magazine To advertise in this magazine
email email
stevelthomas91@gmail.com stevelthomas91@gmail.com
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Chaucer House,

Care Home in Canterbury

Communities where everyone has

a vibrant and fulfilling life -
Chaucer House is a purpose-built dementia >
care home community that provides residents _,
with 24-hour support for residential,
dementia, nursing and respite care.

Find out more ava ntej

L 01227 213894 & www.avantecare.org.uk care & support
82 ST MARTINS HILL, LITTLEBOURNE ROAD, CANTERBURY, CT1 1PS “Evergom} Wlatters'

To advertise in this magazine email

stevelthomas91@gmail.com

@ theasholisticwellbeing.co.uk
M 07931126489

HEA'S/HOLISTIC WELLBEING

MASSAGE & HOLISTIC THERAPIST
(=138 =]

Exclusively for Women :

30



Chads

Domestic & Commercial Contractors

m All Aspects of Tree Work ¢
mGarden & Site Clearance  Guiids
m Hedge Trimming NPTC
mFully Insured Q"‘PJ""
caoy T

T:01227 506990

M:07708 537683
W:hartleetreesurgery.co.uk

BASE PLASTERING

www.baseplastering.co.uk
For All Your Plastering Needs

Plastering B Ceiling Replacement
Skimming B Plaster Over Artex
Rendering B Water Damaged
Plasterboarding B Patching & Repairs
Ceiling Repair B Coving & Cornice

T: 0793 201 2847
E: info@baseplastering.co.uk

No job too small
Friendly, Clean & Reliable

Competitive rates
Please call for FREE estimates

www.baseplastering.co.uk

To advertise in this magazine
email

stevelthomas91@gmail.com
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People of the Bridge Group of Churches

The Vicar: Rev. Estella Last 01227-206272
estellalast@gmail.com

Chaplain: Mrs Miriam Westendarp 01227 206272

Administrator: Mrs Megan Shirley bridgeoffice23@gmail.com

Safeguarding Officer: Rosemary Whatley 01227-206272

St Mary’s Patrixbourne with St Peter’s Bridge

Churchwardens: Dr Andrea Nicholson 01227-830947
Mrs Pauline Pritchard 01227-830685
Mr Laurence Dunderdale 01227-830668
laurence.dunderdale@gmail.com

(Gift Aid Officer) Mrs Evelyn Andrews 01227-830960
evepurlins@btinternet.com

PCC Secretary: Mr Rory Wetherell 01227-830318

PCC Treasurer: bridge.gp.treasurer@gmail.com

Christian Aid/Organist Mrs Jean Barber 01227-831956

St Peter’s Bekesbourne

Churchwarden Mrs Nicky Fry 01227-830319
nicolafry@cscope.co.uk

PCC Finance Team: Mrs Zan Clifford 01227-830328

Tower Captain: Mrs Gill Moon 01227-832134

To advertise in this magazine, please contact stevelthomas91@gmail.com
01227-832573

To offer items for publication in this magazine, including event information, please
contact Mrs Megan Shirley bridgegroupmagazine@gmail.com by the 15" day of the
preceding month, ensuring that any emails and attachments are clearly titled to
identify their content. Files should be submitted in .doc .pub or .jpg format.

Posters should be A5 in size and both portrait and landscape versions provided.

Benefice Website: ~ www.bridgechurchgroup.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bridgecanterbury
Youtube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCkTHbcWKzsIHJAuYcuMoOdQ
Cover photos: Mrs Megan Shirley and Dr Daniel Edward Young
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