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Everything in this particular garden is lovely. The gardener is five-year-old Yvonne Files,
who is showing her watercress crop to her teacher, Mrs. Joan Tarrats.

kitchen, where a meal is being prepared by, left to right: Mrs. Bar
Gilbert and Mrs. Pauline Surridge.




10 " Kentish Gagelte, February 12, 1971

- ,‘...M:,it. L’l.jﬁﬂ

.
LA
v

'Children like their

‘new school

“Kentish Gazette’ reporter

A mew £80,000 school has been
given the seal of approval by
those hardened education
crities—the pupils.

The first children to use Bridge
and Patrixbourne Church of
England Controlled Primary
School recently moved into the
new buildings in Conyngham
Lane, Bridge. After having time
to settle in children seem de-
lighted with their new surround-
ings, and the teachers who
worked in the old buildings are
pleased with 'the change of
scene. ¥

The new school caters for
children from - Bridge, Patrix-

~ bourne, Bekesbourne and

Bishopsbourne. There are 218

children using seven classrooms,
one of which is a mobile build-
ing in the playground.

The eclassrooms in the new
building are luxurious compared
to those most of the teachers
and pupils have been accus-
tomed to. There are fitted car-
pets and gone are the rows o
desks. Instead, there are small,
differently shaped tables that
can be arranged to suit the
room and the teacher.

Another innovation is a white
blackboard. Teachers now have
a gleaming white surface on the
walls on which to write in
crayons or feit pens. However,
if eclosely questioned some still
think the old blackboard Wwas
the best as the pens and crayons
often slip on the new surface.

The school also now has a
hall which can be turned into
a gymnasium. Such instant con-
versions were never possible at
the former 100-year-old Bridge
Primary School.

A gleaming, well equipped
kitchen makes sure that the
children’s stomachs are well
filled, while a library ensures
that their minds are well fed
with literature.

Mrs, Olive Knight, who had
been headmistresg at Bridge

f primary School since 1948, has

now moved into the head
teacher’'s room at the new school.

She is more than pleased with
the new buildings: “They are
spacious and attractive in every
way.”

One class I visited on Monday
endorsed Mrs. Knight's views.
When asked to provide theil
teacher with a news item, the
reply came: “It is fun to work
in our new school.” There's a

recommendation for you }
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Forget about those school meals’ jokes; these children at Bridge
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do not seem to have any




Forget about those school meals’ jokes; these children at Bridge do not seem to have any
complaints.
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Our

stately home

Patricia Gibb and Amanda Harris-Deans pooled alj
their resources to buy dilapidated stately home
Higham Park. Five years on, they're still battling to
restore it — and manning the tearooms on 0pen
days. JANE FURNIVAL meets them at home in Kent

atricia Gibb thought she’d found the perfect
free entertainment for a wet Sunday after-

noon. One March day in 1994, she took her

son Barry and her old friend Amanda Harris-

Deans to nose around Higham Park, an 87-

room mansion just outside Canterbury that
wfwﬂc.ﬂomwmﬁhemzym@bbuym

surfaced, then pulled out, as there was so much restora-
tion work involved. But Patricia, Amanda and Barry
hung on with the same ‘paltry’ £1 million offer. Their
grit impressed the Official Receiver so much that he
supported them. Now, the friends are proud chatelaines
of one of Britain’s most offbeat great houses.

The two self-confessed amateurs, who knew more
about horses than houses, have restored and decorated
it on modest incomes with little professional help.
These ladies, who barely knew how to plant a rose from
Woolworths, have raised acres of formal gardens from
the dead, embellishing them with rare plants in
complex colour patterns. The massive roof still has dry
rot. Until it is repaired, they
can’t begin work on the upper
floor with its maze of bedrooms
and rusting bathtubs. But, when
it comes at last, a grant from

Council will help

Canterbury ;
~ them. It’s the least the Council

can do for Higham Park, which
holds visitors in thrall with
its gardens and glittering history
that includes Julius Caesar,
Mozart, Jane Austen, General de
Gaulle, and even the fabulous car
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.

For the ladies, the present is
rather less than the
m%don‘thnvemdxnmew

no. socialise,” confesses Patricia, in the b

tones of a woman used to telling a ho
j:ii‘uhnnutyluee.'ﬁvuydly-
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Dream house
is awakening
with tender
loving care

ONE of the area's most
prestigious houses is being
restored under an
ambitious programme call-
ing for cash, commitment
and lots of tender, loving
care.

Higham Park, better known

A SEVEN-YEAR dream of owning a 14th century mansion
is now reality for a mother, her son and a friend.

But the house — at one time a hospital — stood empty-
for years and the 24 acres of grounds resembled a
wilderness. &

Undaunted, they took on the mammoth task of restoring
everything to its former glory.

R?)SER!GARY BRAITHWgA['rl’"E went along to meet them.

be ST i g’%iuiﬁm_ % b |
HOPES FLOWERING: Amanda Harris-Deans and Pat Gibb at Higham Park

grandeur, its marble entrance
hall, Adam moulding and fire-
places and romantic ballroom
and dreamed of owning it. In
1995, the dream became a

questions to be answered. We
are hoping someone will tell
us who designed the garden
which is a landscape park in

longingly of a seaside
bunaglow.
Think slash and hack rather

than gently garden and you get

L. bt 4

for many years as Highland
Court, Bridge, dates from the
late 1300s. It has seen many
changes of style, architecture
and owners since then.

Say the words Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang and everyone
recalls the house and its 24
acres of gardens and grounds
at the top of Bridge Hill.

You don't have to be a
racing enthusiast to recall the
car which lent its name to the
novel and film. It was built
here by Count Zborowski who
raced for Mercedes and took
part in speed trials along
Herne Bay seafront.

But the count and his mil-
lionaire cronies are only a few
of the ghosts lingering in the
high-ceilinged, sunny rooms or
in the beautiful grounds.

It is in their memory that
mother and son team Pat and
Barry Gibb with their friend,
Amanda Harris-Deans, are
uncovering secret gardens
once hidden under tangled
undergrowth, letting light into
vew-lined walks and water
gardens and putting their
efforts into back-breaking
projects like restoring the
balustrades surrounding the
Palladian frontage.

If that were all, the trio
would be smiling if not
laughing. ;

But they also face repairs

costing 250,000 to the
mansion’s roof and a §500,000
restoration programme to turn
the main house into apart-
ments quite apart from finding
the near $800,000 asking
price.
It is a real labour of love.
When they saw the house for
the first time in 1988, it was
owned by the area health auth-
ority and used as a hospital
annex. ;

They fell in love with its

FINE

reality and they are still on
cloud nine,

Pat said: “We had to pawn
our souls to buy it. It had been
empty for years, the plaster
mouldings were dropping
away, the roof needed repair-
ing, in fact, if it had been left
another year, there would be
no“huuse to restore.

But we fell in love with it.
Barry was determined to buy
it, he sold his house and that
was it. Luckily we are not
afraid of hard work and we
love gardening.”

Amanda, who with Pat had
restored Court Lees Manor,
Whitstable, is already looking
past the labouring to the days

hen the gardens play host to

Bies as they done

rheir Hi
, a project which
lesser souls

the picture of their first few
months in the garden. They
had been in residence for
months before they realised
they owned a secret garden
where the Edwardian gentry
escaped from the ears of their
servants.

Now visitors can stroll
violet-strewn paths through
banks of daffodils, admire
magnolias and rare species of
maples and look forward to
the blooming of the first hun-
dred or so roses to be planted
in the sunken rose garden.

Pat said: “We have had help
from so many people, includ-
ing Diana Gilbert, the
Whitstable garden
who advised us
ang

the plants and

designer,
about the
ient paths and the history

the Repton style. And any
information about the house,
which has gone through so
many changes, would be fasci-
nating.”

They know the grounds
were the original home of the
Hythe and Dymchurch Rail-
way, built by Bligh Brothers at
the suggestion of Prince
Yusupov, who escaped to Eng-
land after the assassination of
Rasputin.

They know Higham was
renamed Highland after
Walter Whigham bought it and

didn’t like the sound of
Whigham from Higham but
they " would love to know

more.
The gardens and new tea
ym are open to the public or
B dnd - Aok - s
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charging beyond their means, they mucked in to leam
every skill themselves — except plumbing, which
needed an expert to deal with the four-inch iron pipes,
and wiring, which needed a professional to lay the 400
metres needed in the hall alone. They visited other old
houses for tips, wheedling free help where possible. A
gardening teacher gave advice in exchange for a
cartload of horse manure. A stonemason told them how
to grind off the cement laid over the Portland stone
floor in the hall, Patricia, an asthmatic, lost her voice for
a fortnight after that filthy activity. Amanda persuaded
a reluctant joiner, who let slip that his hobby was old

To the manor
drawn: Since buying

above left, and

® LOCAL TRapTiON tells how Julius Caesar once
camped on lang now In Higham's grounds, finding it a
convenient day's march from Dover. 'In 1320, Ec_‘.'ward L[}
gave a house o, (he site 10 the De Higham 1am||_y,l
descendants of Norman invaders who helped William
the Conqueror g pdue the area. Present owners
Amanda angd Patricia have found Tudor l:tnckwork in
the basement and a pfiast's hole lrorp a time when
residents included the Culpeper family of famous
herbalists, one of whom,
Thomas, was |ater fatally
implicated in Mary Queen of
Scots' final conspiracy
against Elizabeth |, The
house passed through
many hands, unj jn 1901, a
banker called William Gay
added a portico and
gardens inspired by his !
grandson's glowing account =
of his Grand Toyr

agog as Louis created three extraordinary racing cars
with aeroplane engines — Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 1, Il
and lil. Later, Fleming wrote a fairy tale about a flying
car of the same name, made into a film in the Sixties.

® FLAMBOYANT AND GENEROUS, Count Louis
presented the villagers of Bridge with the fastest fire
engine of its day. But his fascination with speed
brought him misery. ‘A neighbour remembers him
burying a Mercedes in a
chalkpit here,’ says Patricia.
Apparently, Count Louis had
had the car built for his best
friend, John Hartsthorne-
Cooper, ‘John was killed in
speed lrials driving it, and the
Count decided to bury the car
and never to speak of him
again.” Count Louis was killed
in 1924, racing a Mercedes
just like his father. Violet
married into another wealthy

-

of Europe.

‘I
® HIGHAM PARK'S a
modem heyday began in
1910, when Countess

as an English estale for her son, Louis. William Gay
was reluctant o sell — until Margaret, who owned
much of Manhattan, made an offer he couldn't refuse.
Just as the Countess moved in, in 1911, she died of
"flu, leaving Louis, her 16-year-old son, to live there
alone with his £11.5 million pound legacy. Louis, a real-
life Great Gatsby, married a Gaiety Girl called Violet
Leicester, one of an elite group of stunning music-hall
dancers who wed into the upper classes. He raced
miniature trains round the garden, and built fast cars. A
neighbour, James Bond creator lan Fleming, watched

Fleming watched ago
as Louis created three racing

fﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁmwﬂm cars with aer(]plaﬂe engines “Whigham of Hig-ham",'

, . - = H : explains Amanda. Higham
when her husband died in a - S U :
e ot snewas - BANG Bang 1, 2 and Dichias @ AT,
determined to buy Higham for the divorce case brought

family and Higham was sold
g to Walter Whigham. ‘He
changed the name lo
Highland Court because he
didn't want to be known as

by her husband after he discovered a photo of her,
wearing only her pearls, with a ‘headless man’ said to
be the actor Douglas Fairbanks Junior.

® IN 1939 THE HOUSE was used by the Army as a
barracks, and in 1942 it became Free French
headquarter for General de Gaulle. After the War, it
was sold and became a hospital, then a children's
home. In 1988, its tumbledown state led to closure and
it was boarded up. Finally came rescue and a new
lease of life with Amanda and Patricia.

molorbikes that he could reproduce in his garage the
tiny metal hinges on each window in Higham's facade,
which had been hanging off after storm damage.

‘We do everything by gut feeling,” says Patricia. ‘We
planned the flower beds in shades of apricot and it was
right, to judge by a picture from the 1900s brought to us
one day by a former butler here.” ICI was particularly
helpful, designing — free — a special sealant to stop
the paint bubbling on the plaster. Furniture came by
luck when Barry’s bank moved to modem offices and
didn’t want antiquated items such as a 28-foot table.

The idea of opening the house for formal tours
occurred by accident when an old man came around
and asked if he could see the garden. ‘Loads of people
kept arriving to look round,” says Amanda. This is their
first year of offering what they call proper tours, in
which one of them relates the triumphs and problems of
living at Higham. Though they love their visitors, they
also have unnerving ones. Amanda, Patricia and Barry
have all heard eerie footsteps in one overhead room.
Around the kitchen, an invisible man has whistled a
tune — which the ladies both heard — and former
staff and patients coming back to visit (in one of its
previous incarnations, the house had been a hospital),
have recounted tales of hearing invisible ambulances
Wﬂﬁelﬂ"’l drive to the front door, then
drawing away a few minutes later. e

men clutching iron bars, hoping to raid the house for
imaginary treasures. One, when cornered, ran his van
into Amanda in his haste to escape, but she wasn't
badly hurt. They now have floodlights, and the police
arrive within two minutes of an alarm call. Amanda
took a snapshot of one intruder, a man in black they saw
coming across a field. They ran after him — only to
find he had vanished into thin air. The developed film
showed nothing but a cloudy haze in the field, with the
outline of someone in its midst. A scientist found
nothing wrong with the film, nor did any image appear
on the photograph frames either side of the cloud. They
concluded that the man was yet another ghost.

Five years after moving in, they can make plans for
the future. When the upper floors are fixed, they want to
put in eight apartments, rented out to like-minded
people, who can help to pay for the house's upkeep.
They will restore garden follies, such as a temple they
have seen in old photos, and reinstate the pretty
peacock-shaped topiary, whose outlines they uncov-
ered. Then, perhaps, a little light horse-breeding once
again. And — who knows? — one day, they might
have time to change into evening frocks for drinks on
the terrace like ladies to the manor born.

Higham Park, near Bridge, Canterbury, Kent, is open

11am-6pm, Sunday to Thursday, until October 31.

House, £1.50; gardens, £2.50 (children £1). Tel:
01227 830830, or visit www.

26 Augus! 2000 » Weekend 21
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SECOND PROJECT: Pat Gibb and Am.ndn Harri=Deans have already restored one former mansion 5/2298E
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No one, least of all they themselves, can
explain quite why its present
triumvirate of owners took it on.
Between them they had already restored
a smaller mansion at Court Lees Manor,
Whitstable. After it was sold Pat vowed:
“That's the last old house that [ will ever
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ground floor where they will all live.
The plan is now to spend the summer
working on the garden, then, when the
grant is through, repair the roof and
convert the first floor into apartments.
“There are 87 rooms here and we can't
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deteriorate,”
It took three months to prepare and
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been taken back to the 1850s, using
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Students mpIe stately living

w.- ¥V 1y e

Cultural bridge first
built by WWII PoW

VILLAGERS have been bridging
the gap between two cultures
by welcoming visitors from
Japan into their homes.

The East meets West initiative is
the brainchild of University of
Kent at Canterbury comparative
cultural studies lecturer Valerie de
Furrentes and former Japanese
prisoner of war William Rose.

Both residents of Bridge, Valerie
and William organised for children
from Tenryu Junior High School to
spend a week in their village learning
about England and its traditions

The connection with Tenryu was
established by William, who was
incarcerated on the site where the
school now stands during the Second
World War.

After returning to England, William
wrote a book about his experiences
which is now a central part of the
social-studies curriculum for the
Tenryu students.

The eight-day visit was packed with
activities and events, including a visit
to a Canterbury Cathedral service
attended by the Japanese ambassador,
a morning spent in a local school and
a visit to stately home Higham Park.

Higham Park owner Amanda

Harris-Deans welcomed the group on
Tuesday afternoon and gave them a
tour of her home.

She said: “The students live in a lit-
tle village up a mountain in Japan, so
I don’t think they have ever seen a
house quite like this — they were thor-
oughly amazed.

“They had all heard of James Bond
007, and so were very impressed when
we explained the Ian Fleming connec-
tion to them [the Bond author lived at
the park] and also when they learned
that Mozart and Jane Austen had vis-
ited here.

“They liked the Italian water gar-
den, which is very different to what
they are used to, and we also showed
them our bamboo and koi carp, which
they recognised straight away.

“Although their English was very
basic, the group were all smiles; I'm
sure the group enjoyed their visit and,
of course, they took hundreds of
photos!”

The students will stay with their
hosts until Sunday, when they will
return home to tell their families
about their experiences.

“All the host families say the stu-
dents have been wonderful guests and
have enjoyed introducing them to life

in England,” said Valerie.

-46&8mdsk|ps

bur own skip Iorrles supplying:

* Mini digger hire

BRIDGING THE DIVIDE: Students from Tenryu with (from left) translator Trevor

Anderson, William Rose, Valerie de Furrentes and Bridge councillor John Anderson

\\
+ Road permits obtained.
» Drop door skips always available.

+ Competitive prices + Skips

» Fast, efﬂcient and reliable service. + Canterbury, Whitstable, Herne Bay
N
and surrounding areas.

* L hour drop off service

delivered on Sundays

EXCHANGE: Amanda Harris-Deans chats to the visitors

Serving the local community for 25 years with a family business

Tel/fax: 01227 712660
07941 352573

Wee - Pave - Wee skips - Wee-mix concrete




TASTEFUL WORK: The spendour of the dining room at Higham Park 15/230115'

Restoring

ABOVE: The bustle of a ward when the ballroom was
part of Highland Court Hospital. BELOW: The ball-
room now restored to former glory. 28/2301E 272301F
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SECOND PROJECT: Pat Gibb and Amanda HarrissDeans have already restored one former mansion

They builta new home at Bossingham
that rejoi%d in all the mod cons and
lack of repair bills of any new building.
But then Sighland Court came on the
market anftPat decided to have a snoop
— just a \ook for curiosity’s sake —
that's al. honest.

“We only came here to have a nose
around. g then Barry asked me to
make a booking to come and look, and
fell in lovawith it.

“We had tention of buying it, but
he sold h guse, Amanda sold hers and
I sold minge™

The hous3and 24 acres of grounds cost
them closéian £800,000, the roof will take
another £388,000 — the paper work to
achieve a grant is still grinding on —

5/2298E

and other refurbishment is projected to
cost another £500,000.

They have already restored much of the
ground floor where they will all live
The plan is now to spend the summer
working on the garden, then, when the
grant is through, repair the roof and
convert the first floor into apartments.
“There are 87 rooms here and we can’t
leave them empty or they will
deteriorate,” says Amanda.

It took three months to prepare and

paint the ballroom, and that does not
include the plastering.
Like the ballroom, the dining room has
been taken back to the 1850s, using
picture gallery red.
“To be honest it is not our colour, but




GRACEFUL LIVING: One of the private sitting rooms at the mansigm - 27/2301E
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G
ARDEN GLORY: Pat Gibb and Amanda Harris-Deans in the extensive grounds
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their home -} of 87 room

we highlighted the start
{;f‘ﬂ,’km restore the former

Highland Court hospital the grey-
stoned mansion above Bridge.
A year on, Kent Journalist of the
[the survival of owners and hm

Pict es: MIKE WATERMAN

’ AT Gibb is what is delicately
referred to as a women of a
- certain age. Her son Barry is a
pectable stock broker in the City.
friend Amanda Harris-Deans is no
shing teenager either.
‘makes it all the stranger that
ar stuck in that particular
n of twenty-somethings — living
astic bags while they do up their

f the joys of moving towards

e- ilthatyuuhaveusually
tled into a home in which you
emain for a considerable time.

school comes a rented flat,

dream C e
wonderful but it was a
in splend:d poverty.
se is wonderful, but so far we
aff rdtodrawpictures of what
n the kitchen walls.”

ob mother-and-son partnership,
da, bought the old Highland
pital in 1995, and last year

to the public as they
mtore it to its pre-hospital

1I (thus its now

name Higham), it belonged in
bu the herbalist Thomas

L T A AR R AR AR

you have to be as ongl
Then we had tobuay o
cover it up,” says Pat
The hospital fire doc

consideration throt

moulding, have beeor

doors

Fittings from th .f'gi
| cannibalised to make

“The heating all rantﬂ
with no valve
“If you had a probleni¥
the" whole house, and &
days. .
or people who lIE&
F \nrwhmg ZnE, &
surprising lack @
evidence on the landse
they have uncovered

There is a large [tallans
garden surrounded 3

the topiary wire fre
formed the basis for
crowns and cones.
d § . They stumbled across
5 : . ; thickly overgrown:
SECOND PROJECT: Pat Gibb and Amanda Harris:Deans have already restored one former mansion 5/2298E  they never knew 1t
A Even the terrace

Its name was changed when it was They builta new home at Bossingham and other refurbishment is projected to to be revealed by @
acquired by the Whigham family, which  that rejol in all the mod cons and cost another £500,000. more akin to a
found the epithet Whigham of Higham lack of repair bills of any new building. They have already restored much of the gardening.
a little too ungainly. But then d Court came on the ground floor where they will all live. “We opened the g
uring the Second World War it was  market a t decided to have a snoop The plan is now to spend the summ were getting so man
Dused by the Army, which leftitin ~ — just a |00k for curiosity’s sake — wme.k;:,?; on m;v gardg; then, ’“ hon ‘;;e a look. But then
the mess it left most of its that’s all, honest. grant is through, repair the roof and people coming
requisitioned property. Later it becamea  “Wwe only here to have a nose convert the first floor into apartments.  used to be heres
hospital, and then stood derelict for 12 around. it then Barry asked me to “There are 87 rooms here and we can't “We are still apg

anyone who reme

years. make a b g to come and look, and leave them empty or they will Wi

No one, least of all they themselves, can  fell in lov it. deteriorate,” says Amanda. looked like,” say
explain quite why its present “We had 1 ention of buying it, but t took three months to prepare and )
triumvirate of owners took it on. he sold hi e, Amanda sold hers and Ipamt the ballroom, and that does not :
Between them they had already restored I sold mii include the plastering. Planted 4, (Il) :

a smaller mansion at Court Lees Manor,
Whitstable. After it was sold Pat vowed:
"That s the last old house that I will ever another £
own.” i

24 acres of grounds cost Like the ballroom, the dining room has
£800,000, the roof will take been taken back to the 1850s, using

00 — t_he paper work to picture gallery red.

nt is still grinding on — “To be honest it is not our colour, but

you would.n't no!
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Ladies of manor
grand home on

THE owners of Higham Park at Bridge
spent 10 years painstakingly restoring the

historic mansion to a
splendour.

home of magnificent

So why now, when they have finished
creating their dream home, have they
decided to put it up for sale?

Gerry Warren visits the finest country home

on sale in the county -

numbers.

AMANDA Harris-Dean and
Patricia Gibb remember all too
well their first visit to Higham
Park at Bridge.

“We just were being a bit nos-
ey and wanted a peek round but
the caretaker told us to clear
off,” said Amanda.

But the dilapidated, empty
mansion house caught their
imagination and together with

Patricia’s son, Barry, they sold
their respective homes, pooled
their resources and bought the
Grade [ listed property for £1
million.

Patricia said: “Some people
thought we were a bit crazy
but we just fell in love with the
place”™

A decade later, and with the
house and magnificent gardens
transformed by their extensive
and sympathetic restoration,
it is back on the market for £4
million.

But their labour of love has
not been a get-rich-quick prop-
erty scheme and they are sell-
ing up with heavy hearts.

“We don't want to leave the
place but it is just getting a bit
too much for us now,” said Pat.

“It's not really the house itself
because we can cope with that.

and checks his Lotto

But, ﬂtﬁﬁ. nm;zﬁuxany
younger and keepmg gar-
dens open to the public, which
we need to do to provide an in-
come, is very demanding ™

Amanda added: “We have been
very lucky to have had the help
of some very fine craftsmen and
so many friends have helped
along the way, simply because

been j
of discovery. But we have also
found out some fascinating his-
tory about the place and met
many people who have had as-
sociations with the house.
“What we have created is a
home, not a museum, and 1
would love it to go to someone
who wants to keep it as a family
home and enjoy like we have.”

Whoever buys Higham Park,
which is set in 25 acres and in-
cludes a separate coach house
and garden cottage, will also be
acquiring a piece of history be-
cause the grand house has some
illustrious connections.

In the 16th century it was the
home of Thomas Culpepper who
had an affair with Catherine

Howard.w:feofHemyV[ﬂ who

have put our heart and soul
into the place. But we are proud ||\
of what we have achieved.”

W Higham Park Gardens are
now closed to visitors. The sale
is being handed by Strutt &
Parker on 01227 451123,

M Just two miles away another
country mansion is up for sale,
Bridge Place, for £2 million.
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ONE IN A MILLION

Higham Park
Ca~9OC

HIGHAM PARK is an exceptional
and historic Grade Il-listed
Palladian-style mansion in the
village of Bridge, near Canterbury.

This magnificent house, which is
currently being used as a private
residence, offers some 24,000 sq ft
of space.

In addition to the main residence
there is two-bedroom garden
cottage, three-bedroom coach house,
a period stable block and grooms’
quarters, and two-bedroom No leads round to the main area of
Name Cottage. formal gardens.

The magnificent formal gardens Immediately next to the house is
feature a rose garden and a series  the sunken rose garden, which has

of secret gardens, an Italianate been lovingly been recreated from

water garden, woodland and a derelict state and is now a

paddocks. In total, the gardens superb focal point on the western

and grounds amount to 22.91 elevation.

acres. The rose garden is set below low
The superb grounds provide - retaining stone walls with steps

a suitably grand setting for the leading down on the western,

mansion house, including a long southern and northern sides.

driveway which terminates in the A central rectangular lily pond

gravelled forecourt, the walls and is surrounded by paved pathways
urns of which are Grade II-listed and there are four L-shaped beds

in their own right. on each of the corners.
To either side of the forecourt The mansion is just three miles
are wide lawns bounded on the from Canterbury and 14 miles

eastern side by high walls, which from Ashford’s international
in turn lead to the walled gardens  station.
and wide herbaceous beds, and on Higham Park is available with
the western side by mature shrubs  a guide price of £4 million through
and trees. Strutt & Parker, who can be

On the western flank a pathway contacted on 01227 451123.
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Bridge
Canterbury 3 miles, Ashford Intemational Station 14 miles

An exceptional and historic Grade 1" listed Palladian style mansion, Recent)
Period stable block and grooms’ quarters. ‘No Name’ Cotlage (2 bedrooms),
In all: about 25 acres. Region of £4,000,000

- ———— —
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y restored and providing opportunities for residential and a number of other alternative uses. H
Garaging. Magnificent formal gardens with a rose garden and a series of secret gardens, Itali

igham Park (24,000 sq ft) is currently used as a private residence. Garden Cottage (2 bedrooms). Coach House (3 bedrooms).
lanate water garden, woodland, paddocks. Walled garden with planning consent for six residences.




A Higham mighty property
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DASHING DRIVER: Count Zborowski in the cockpit of one of his races

THE MAD COUNT INSPIRED
BOND CREATOR FLEMING

Plus 1000’s more offers.....

UNIT 8, COTTON ROAD,
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I\ GANTERBURY
KEHT CT1 3RB
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WHEN spymaster lan Fleming
decided to write a story for his
young son he drew upon his own
childhood, when he used to

watch a mad nobleman driving a

monster motorcar.

The result was Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang, which became a film and now a
top musical but not many people know
the tale behind the success story.

When he was a boy in the 1920s Ian
Fleming used to be a regular visitor to
Higham Park, Bridge, home of Count
Louis Zborowski, a famous racing driver.

The multi-millionaire Count owned
four Mercedes cars powered by Zeppelin
engines and locals used to say they could
be heard three miles away when they took
to the road.

Parking close to them could be haz-
ardous because flames from the exhaust
could strip paint from anything close at
hand.

The cars were so fearsome the burghers
of Canterbury banned the Count from
driving them through the narrow streets
of the city. They feared buildings would
fall down because of the vibration com-
ing from the Mercedes.

Co-owner of Higham Park Amanda
Harris-Deans said: “Young Ian Fleming

Story by 1AN READ

used to watch agog as Louis created these

extraordinary racing cars with aeropla
engines.”

The dashing Count was killed in 1924
when he crashed his Mercedes 1
race. After his death one of the
cars was dumped on a farm at Ri
near Deal.

It was subsequently restored and sold in
America.

The James Bond writer used to visit rel-
atives at Higham Park after the Count's
death and it is thought the secret agent
was partly based on the Count, who inher-
ited £11 million when his mother died

Count Zborowski blew the lot on a sta-
ble of 93 racing cars and some equally fast
women — again in the Bond ims

Ian Fleming lived in the Archbishop's
Palace at Bekesbourne, and died in Kent
and Canterbury Hospital.

Anybody wanting to learn about how
the Count lived can pop down to Higham
Park, where Amanda and Pat Gibb have
been restoring the rundown Georgian
house to its former glory.

The author would recognise the house,
which has also been used as a hospital
because the interior has bee u restored
together with the garde Ih\\hl« are open
from ‘1i111d<l\.‘\ U Thursd ays

vould

CO-OWNER: Amanda with original Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and programme for the musical

e
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Their season begins on Easter Sunday, opening should go to the women on 01227 830830, ‘

their work.

LABOUR OF LOVE AT STATELY HOME

Ref: li 125881

e
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presents an imposing face to the world ;
Ref: pd 55303

Park gardens unearthed

From previous page well on the way to restoring it to the w

country seat it once was and the area is
birch, yew -‘t:: gll:lt :‘gi‘]s ﬁgngsﬁ?m richer for their endeavours, :
be brought under control. Inquiries about the gardens and heo

INEW LOOK: Pat Gibb and Amanda Harris

o™ £

ans in the restored garden
m, Sunday-Thursday until October.

Visitors helps to support

They also provide tours of the house, but only
the restored parts,

“I don't think we realised just how lovely jt
was all going to ba ™ eaid av. . 5 Y 0 e

W Colourful gardens await visitors, page
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Park gardens unearthed

From previous page

birqh. yew and old oaks underplanted with
spring flowers but still there are acres yet to
be brought under control. :

Their season begins on East i

er Sunday, opening
1lam-5pm, Sunday-Thursday until October. 5
The income from visitors helps to support

their work.

They also provide tours of the house, but only
the restored parts.

“I don’t think we realised just how lovely it
was all going to be,” said Amanda, who added
that they had first discovered the building for
sale whilst on a shopping trip.

“We popped in for a nose round and thought it
would be lovely to have a go at restoring it.”

Early tenders were unsuccessful but those who
outbid them failed to make a start on essential
work and it went back on the market again.

Having returned its original name they are

FACTFILE

B HIGHAM Park was originally given to the de
Hegham family by Edward II.

@ Other owners have been Thomas Culpeper,
who lost his head in Henry VIII's reign, and the
Wigham family.

B It was requisitioned by the army in the
Second World War and left in a poor state when
soldiers moved out.

@ It then became a maternity hospital with
rooms adapted as wards, rest rooms, an
operating theatre and delivery rooms.

B Trains for the Romney, Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway were built in its grounds
and the entrance was once the home of
Canterbury racecourse, where proceeds from a
meet launched a fund for our first hospital.

onacy %1 nt
ageegy it eh

g it to the wonderful
d the area is the

well on the way to restorin
country seat it once was an
richer for their endeavours.
Inquiries about the gardens and house tours
should go to the women on 01227 830830.

W Colourful gardens await visitors, pa
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VISITORS to one of

the area’s stately
homes will be able to 0 n -
See progress made

in the restoration of
the building and its

As reporter Dianne

Stingemore found

out, the work at ar are
Higham Park has

been a labour of

love for its owners.

__uncovered

'.\.1‘":""5\“:1 R

)l
] k women while they used saws and
! NOTHER phase in a grappling hooks to clear away five

tons of debris, wheelbarrow by
i":gmmgg end].ess wheelbarrow
our of love is
; : What they thought was a rock
v alpend comp!etlon for two border turned out to be collapsed
women restoring one of the dry stone walls,
ST 6 Mctaly. Loimwe, Clearing about one metre a day,
Their latest project is returning e §

they managed to reveal the
an Italian sunken water garden to skeleton of what had once been a
1ts 1950s glory in time for Easter, fascinating feature of the house,
when they open their gardens to

which had been home to Count
the public for the season. Louis Zborowski, who raced cars
It is seven years since cousins along Herne Bay seafront.

- éfzﬂda Hatrrlg-DeansCzndtPaﬁ His vehicles were the inspiration
= fo]rmerwghﬂi : lmglhamCourt I-l!l;sbg t:l for Tan Fleming’s classic Chitty
Bridge, along with Pat's son .  Chitty Bang Bang and the author

‘ also stayed at the park.
: Skt S R ’l‘»hgsurro\mding'yewtreehedze

i repmmgle;?was ] that had sprouted toan =
close to reaching the point of no unmanageable 15 feet had to be
return when the two women cut back, walls and paths

moved in. The historic mansion repaired, the water feature

Sits in 24 acres of land, on which  [®Stocked and hours were spent
they planned to keep and ride hunting around architectural
their horses. reclamation yards for other parts,
Impossible is not a word in thei Thanks to photographs, they have
Voclz‘o‘?“lm They hgr%rgalcrll(ltgde o been able to replace with faithful
most repairs themselves, from accuracy the missing fountain
painﬁng and plastering, working and temple.

on the roof and decorating the “It was such hard work,” said Pat,
beautiful landmark to the “We didn’t know what we were
standards of its pre-hospital glory.  8oIng to find and we had to fit the
And they have transformed the garder{mg in with work on the
overgrown gardens from house.

wilderness to delightfuy] elegance.  Since buying the property in 1995,
Both were unaware when they they have restored some 39 of the
started seratching around the 87 rooms but say theijr 10-year
grounds as a break from the plan has probably still got 19

house repairs that what they hag YIS to go.
thought was scrub and overgrown  They have createq 3 stag walk

meadowland hid a terraced rose With herbaceous beds in greys
garden, a secret garden and the and blues and this year added
sunken water garden, 2,500 tulip bulbs angd countless
Thek ?éOfHong feature was so hundreds of perennials.

packed with water lilies that the ~ There is a woodland i
plants actually supported the s i

Continued on next page

o,

£

i Omgfmm'ﬁkhel mdm“jt Was when Pat Gibb and Amanda.
Harri; : Ref: li 125935

L]
grounds when it
opens to the public ellghts O I :
on Easter Sunday. 1




LABOUR OF LOVE AT STATELY HOME

FEATURE: Higham Park Italian sunken water garden, Bridge
Ref: li 125929




RETURN VISIT: Former nurses who worked at Higham Place when it was H ighland Hosrprit;l“_

A grand place to work

APPY memories
came back when
former nurses
visited the place where
they had once worked.
The members of the Nurses
League were at Higham Place,

,  Bridge, formerly known as |
Highland Court and once

ORDER FORM :

, May 22 to benefit from the reduced rates.

fts.

......

-Mini Tattoo (tickets required to guarantee !

attached to the gynaecological
department of Kent and
Canterbury Hospital.

For many the afternoon visit
was first time they had been
back and they marvelled at
how the building had changed
since being bought by Patricia
Gibb, her son Barry and

‘cousin Amanda Harris-De

Some had worked there as
part of their training course,
others were full-time staff on
the wards and in the
operating theatre — and they
all had happy memories.

Miss Harris-Deans
commented on the National
Health Service colour scheme,
especially the purple painted
doors, when she took the
visitors on a guided tour of
the house.

Stella Collingwood, of Sturry,
said she was a student nurse
there one winter in the 1960s.

“It was cold, it was wet and it

‘was miserable but it was great

fun,” she said.

“We used to imagine ourselves
sweeping down the grand
staircase in gorgeous ball
gowns, and then falling flat on
our faces on the flagstone
floor.”

Former community midwife
Janet Hastings, from

R R

Ref: pd 72589

L2

TIME OUT: Nurses take a break from the wards

Gillingham, said she recalled
being there in the winter with
snow on the ground.

“There was no public transport
at the weekends and I used to
walk from Canterbury alone to
get to work.

“If a lorry stopped and offered
me a lift I was glad to accept.”

Parts of the house had no
electricity and she could
remember going to bed by
candlelight.

“Some of the patients were
here for long periods. If they
had experienced a bad
pregnancy they were given
several months rest.”

Betty Holman, from

Littlebourne, was a member of
the regular staff between 1963
and 1967.

She said the average length of
stay for a patient was a
fortnight.

Her colleague Mary Mynot, of
Deal, said most of the people

who trained at Higham came

from Kent.

She did not remember the
house being particularly cold,
the ground floor where the
patients were looked after was
always warm.

The nurses quarters could
have been chilly, but staff were
so glad to get to bed they
probably did not notice.
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MEMORIES COME FLOODING BACK WHEN FORMER NURSES VISIT HIGHAM PLACE
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APPY memories

came back when

former nurses
visited the place where
they had once worked.
The members of the Nurses
League were at Higham Place,
Bridge, formerly known as
Highland Court and once ;
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RETURN VISIT: Former nurses who worked a Higham Place

attached to the gynaecological
department of Kent and
Canterbury Hospital.

For many the afternoon visit
was first time they had been
back and they marvelled at
how the building had changed
since being bought by Patricia
Gibb, her son Barry and
cousin Amanda Harris-Deans.
Some had worked there as
part of their training course,
others were full-time staff on
the wards and in the
operating theatre — and they
all had happy memories.

Miss Harris-Deans
commented on the National
Health Service colour scheme,
especially the purple painted
doors, when she took the
visitors on a guided tour of
the house.

Stella Collingwood, of Sturry,
said she was a student nurse
there one winter in the 1960s.
“It was cold, it was wet and it
‘was miserable but it was great

“We used to imagine ourselves
ping down the grand
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staircase in gorgeous ball
gowns, and then falling flat on
our faces on the flagstone

! ;
Sumame. fun,” she said.
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Former community midwife
Janet Hastings, from
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when it was Highland Hospital

A grand place to work

TIME OUT: Nurses take a break from the wards

Gillingham, said she recalled
being there in the winter with
snow on the ground

“There was no public transport
at the weekends and I used to
walk from Canterbury alone to
get to work.

“If a lorry stopped and offered
me a lift I was glad to accept.”
Parts of the house had no
electricity and she could
remember going to bed by
candlelight.

“Some of the patients were
here for long periods. If they
had experienced a bad
pregnancy they were given
several months rest.”

Betty Holman, from

4 =

PLACE OF WORK: One of the wooden-panelled wards

Littlebourne, was a member of
the regular staff between 1963
and 1967

She said the average length of
stay for a patient was a
fortnight

Her colleague Mary Mynot, of
Deal, said most of the people
who trained at Higham came
from Kent

She did not remember the
house being particularly cold
the ground floor where the
patients were looked after was
always warm.

The nurses quarters could
have been chilly, but staff were
so glad to get to bed they
probably did not notice.
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NURSES who worked at a
Georgian stately home that was
an offshoot of Kent and Canter-
bury Hospital were amazed when
they were given a guided tour of

the transformed house.

Higham Park at Bridge was an obstet-
rics and gynaecological unit until the
mid 1960s, when it was closed and fell
into disrepair.

But owners Pat Gibb and Amanda
Harris-Deans have set about restoring its
former glory — and invited 36 members of
the Kent and Canterbury Nurses League

to have a look.
Winter

Moira Gower was a young student nurse
during the vicious winter of 1962-63. She
said: “It used to be very draughty and we
felt it particularly that winter. I was
amazed when I saw the house because it is
looking really lovely.”

Moira has been nursing at the Kent and
Canterbury since 1960, apart from breaks
to have her two children.

She said: “The League had more people

Story by IAN READ
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THEN: A ward in the old hospital

than usual at the Higham Park meeting.
Everyone enjoyed themselves.”
Amanda Harris-Deans said since the i.

visit nurses have been bringing in pictures
which have been copied as part of the
archive for the 18th century house.

She said: “We have been learning a great

deal about life at the house when it was a
hospital. Some of the things we have
heard have been fascinating.”

NOW: The
room above is
now restored to
its early
splendour




Advertising Sales

WAY WE WERE

CA

adscene week ending Friday 19 April 2002

NURSES who worked at a




Amanda Harris-Deans and
Patricia Gibb have spent

all their money ona
dilapidated mansion. Five
years on, they have stretched
their budget by restoring it
themselves. Sarah Lonsdale

pays them a visit

atricia Gibb was given a

scaffolding tower for her

birthday. ‘I was over the

moon — just what I wanted,”’

says the 59-year-old
grandmother. ‘‘We were using tooth
picks to remove old paint from the
plaster mouldings on the ceiling and
the tower really saved my neck from
cricking. Perhaps a Jaeger suit would
have been more appropriate for
someone my age, but the tower was
so much more useful.”

Five years ago Patricia and her
49-year-old friend, Amanda Harris-
Deans, were living a life of genteel
semi-retirement. Both owned their
own homes — Patricia in a village just
outside Canterbury, Amanda in the

comfortably off, breeding horses as a

INngmadly

: hobby, but otherwise whiling away their
: days as ladies of leisure. Aside from
: changing the odd lightbulb and sanding

: the occasional window frame, neither of

: them knew the first thing about DIY.

Then, in 1995, they did something their

: friends considered completely batty.

: With Patricia’s son, Barry, they sold

: their homes and bought Higham Park,
! an 87-room stately home outside

: Canterbury, for just under £1 million.

: The house, a former residence of

: Countess Margaret Zborowski (née

: Astor) and her son, Count Louis, who
created the original Chitty Chitty Bang
: Bang motor car there, had been derelict
§ for years.

“‘We were living nearby and one day

i i we saw this enormous ‘For Sale’
town itself — and both were more than :
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birthday. T was over the changing the odd lightbulb and sanding

Patricia Gibb have spent

all their money on a
dilapidated mansion. Five
years on, they have stretched
their budget by restoring it
themselves. Sarah Lonsdale
pays them a visit

atricia Gibb was given a hobby, but otherwise whiling away their
scaffolding tower for her days as ladies of leisure. Aside from

moon — just what I wanted,” : the occasional window frame, neither of

says the 59-year-old
grandmother. “We were using tooth
picks to remove ald paint from the
plaster mouldings on the ceiling and
the tower really saved my neck from
cricking. Perhaps a Jaeger suit would
have been more appropriate for
someonc my age, but the tower was
50 much more useful."™
Five years ago Patricia and her

49-year-old friend, Amanda Harris-

ans, were living a life of genteel
semi-retirement. Both owned their
own homes — Patricia in a village just
outside Canterbury, Amanda in the
town itsell — and both were more than
comfortably off, breeding horses as a

them knew the first thing about DIY.

Then, in 1995, they did something their
friends considered completely batty.
‘With Patricia's son, Barry, they
their homes and bought Higham Park,
an 87-room stately home outside
Canterbury, for just under £1 million.
The house, a former residence of
Countess Margaret Zborowski (née
Astor) and her son, Count Louis, who
created the original Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang motor car there, had been derelict
for years.

“‘We were living nearby and one day
we saw this enormous ‘For Sale'
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