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14.1.1962

The Minister of Transport, ]
The Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation,

Berkeley House, Berkeley Square,
London, W.l

The proposed Bridge By—Pass.

Dear Sir,

The Village of Bridge lies three
miles south east of Canterbury on the main A2 road from London to
Dover. With the increase of traffic expected to pass through
the village as a result of the Medway Towns By-Pass and the
possible entry of Britain into the European Common Market, I am
venturing to enquire what the current position is regarding a
by=pass round this otherwise quiet little hamlet.

lir. R.P. Beddow, Head of the East
Kent Road Car Company is reported as having recently said: "To my
mind there is no doubt that the completion of the Medway Motorway
is going to mean heavy additional traffic on the A2 road between
London and Dover." There are particular and difficult
kazards for the motorist and the pedestrian at Bridge. I would be
pleased to go into detail in another letter, if you, Sir, would
pass this letter to the official whose responsibility encompasses
this problem, so that I can communicate directly.

I should be grateful for an early
reply, since events have a way of outstripping preparedness.

Yours faithfully,

. ‘o(.\ -

_Jc;;hn Purchese. i f




MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LonpoN S.E. 1
Telegrams: Transminry, London, Telex
Telephone: waterloo 7999, ext. 211l

w
Q™ January, 1962

Dear Sir,

I write on behalf of the Minister to
acknowledge your letter of 1lhth January
which is receiving attention.

Yours faithfully,

C;uﬂj%(a_lf

Assistant Private Secretary

John Purchase, Esqg.,
"Rosebank",
High Street Bridge
Canterbury,
Kent,

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, Lonpon S.E.x
Telegrams: Transminry, London, Telex
Telephone: waTerloo 7999, ext.

Our reference:  HGP 1 L|,/l¢,2/068
Your reference: !5 5 anuary, 1962
Dear Sir,

Proposed Bridge By—Pass

The Minister has asked me to reply to your letter
of 14th January about a by-pass of Bridge.

It is proposed to by-pass the village in due course,
but I regret that I cannot at present say when this will
be done. There are so many even more pressing schemes
throughout the country which will absorb all the
available funds for the next few years, Gt it is probable
that this scheme will not be carried out for some
considerable time.

With regard to the safety aspect you will of course
know that the road is speed restricted with 30 m.p.h.
speed limit repeater signs provided at both approaches to
the village which should warn drivers they are entering the
centre of the village, and that they shouldtake special care.
For northbound drivers the 'school! sign should serve as a
further warning.

John Purchese, Esq., Yours faithfully,
'Rosebank!,
High Street,
Bridge, =
Canterbury, =
Kent G. DAVIS




HGP/14 068. Appended notes: l. 30.1.1962

(Please examine the enclosed small prints of photographs recently
taken. These are lettered for identification. Large prints
can be made available on request, quoting the identifying letter).

ic problem at Bridge is a psychological one. On either

fhe bas

bill the approaching driver clearly sees the opposite hill and
the road leading up it. (Arrowed). This invariably persuades
the driver to accelerate = to have maximum speed with which to
attack the climb.

The M.0.T. 30m.p.h. signs can be seen clearly, but this is at

the moment that the opposing hill becomes visible, and the

signs are repeatedly ignored. The Police have to maintain
hours of patrol on this hill every summer day to slow traffic

by their presence.

The Church Entrance. Quotation from remarks by the Vicar of
Bridge, printed in the Kent Messenger, 5.1.1962.

"..sThe local police regulate the traffic at service times and
for Sunday School. There is no footpath from the village up
that part of the hill which leads to the church."

"ee.Vehicles have struck the churchyard wall and the cottage
next door, and when I asked if we could set the wall back for
a footpath, the Ministry of Transport said that in view of the
by-pass it would not be justified."

"The Parish Council has raised the matter four times and the
Ministry sent fown an inspector, who stood in the High Street
for half-an-hour when there was an unhurried flow of traffic.

Later we were told there was no danger."
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HGP/14/42/068. Appended notes.
This is the concealed entrance to Union Road where the old
people's hospital is situated. It was recently the scene of
a fatal accident.

The photograph was taken with a shutter speed of 1/50th. second.
Your mathematicians might care to compute the speed of the
passing car which has clearly travelled nearly two feet during
the exposure.

None of these photographs was posed.

Quotation from a report in the Kent Messenger on January 12th.,
1962.

"Phe gas-lit High Street at Bridge, near Canterbury, where lamps
were said to show only pools of light underneath, with dark
patches between, was described to the deputy Canterbury Coroner...

on Friday".

ven in Jamuary to cross
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Facts:

There are $8% 897 people in Bridge.
There are 90 children attending the Bridge Primary School, 80

yards from the High Street.
for elderly men and women 100

There is a hospital and home
yards from the High Street. There are over 100 inmates,

many ambulant.
There are nearly 300 old age pensioners, whose pensions are

drawn at the village Post Office — in the High Street.

Quotes:

Mr, A. Teylor. (Chairman, the Parish Council).

"I do not think that the by-pass will come in my lifetime."
Miss 0. Seath. (Headmistress, Bridge Primary School).

"Tou take your life in your hands in Bridge."

Mr. J.D. Smith. (Road Safety Officer).
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‘ROSEBANK',
HIGH ST.. BRIDGE,
CANTERBURY, KENT.

TEL BRIDGE 485

HGP/14/42/068 30.1.1962
G. Davis, Esq.,

The Ninistry of Transport,
St. Christopher House,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.1

"Proposed Bridge By-pass".

Dear Sir,
Thank you for your letter dated the 25th.
of January, 1962, in which you replied on behalf of the
Einister to my enguiries regarding the proposed by-pass of

SR I have noted your remarks, but believe that

it would help your Department assess the reality of the situation
if its attention were drawn to certain aspects of safety on

the road through the village. Some noles are appended to this
letter. I should be grateful if you would, having read these,
reaffirm your Department's satisfaction with the present
safeguards which you listed, namely the two sets of 30mep.h.
signs and the northbound school sign.

I should also be most grateful for a direct
comment on the remarks made by the Head of the East Kent Road
Car Company, quoted in my previous letter (14.1.1962).
The danger lies in the future growth of the already heavy
traffic, and - as I ended before - events have a way of outstripping
preparedness.

Yours faithfully,

Chairman: Bridge Primary
School Parent-Teacher Assoc.
Member: St. Peter's Parochial
Church Counci],
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ASSOCIATED WITH THE BRITIEN ELECTRIC TRAGTION ©O. LYD,. AND BRITIEN RAILWAYS

EAST KE NT

ROAD CAR COMPANY LTD

HEAD OFFICE

STATION ROAD WEST CANTERBURY * KENT
TELEPHNONE $151.5

YOUR REF

OUR REF PWD/GN B.6.

J.Purchase,Bsq.,
Rose Bank,

High Street,
Bridge,

Nr.Canterbury. 5th February,1962.

Dear Sir,

Referring to your recent telephone call to this office,
we are interested to learn of your efforts to obtain g
by-pass for Bridge.

_We are, of course, vitally interested in traffic
conditions at all congested places, but we normally make
our own representations in such matters ang should the
occasion arise, will do so in this case,

We should be grateful, however, if you would be good
enough to keep us informed on the péogress of your cagpaign.

Yours faithfully,
EAST KENT ROAD CAR C0.ITD.,

& /%%0‘ 70

(2. wsDodge)
Traffic Manager

e ——

‘ROSEBANK',
HIGH ST, BRIDGE,
CANTERBURY, KENT.

TEL: BRIDGE 485

HGP/14/42/068

G. Davis, Esq.,

The Ministry of Transport,
St. Christopher House,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.1

12.3.1962

"Proposed Bridge By-Pass".

Dear Sir,
I wrote a detailed letter to you on the

above subject on January 30th of this year. This was acknowledged
by card from your Department the following day. Six weeks have
elapsed from this date and I appear to have received no reply.

Your answer will be most welcome not only
to me but to the number of people who have interested themselves
n ¥he SO FEPRRONAREE e are, as you know, waiting to hear your
Department's reaffirmation in its satisfaction with the present
road safety measures in the village — namely the two sets of 30
mph. signes and the northbound school sign you previously listed.

A direct comment on the remarks made by the
Head of the East Kent Road Car Company would alsoc be reassuring.

I realise that the quantity of material
forwarded in my last letter may have delayed your reply somewhat,
80 in this and future letters I will restrict myself to pointing
out dangers only two 2t a2 time. Fnclosed please find Addendum
1 to my previous notes.

I shall quite understand if you delay
comment on these two points until due consideration has been
given them - but I would remind you as before, that events have
a way of outstripping preparedness.

Yours faithfully,

John| Purchese

»
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He This photograph shows the junction of Patrixbourne Road with
High Street, Bridge. You will note that to gee clearly fast
approaching

almost impossible. The photograph was
driver's position.
in the Patrixbourne Road.

great speed of cars
ve the 30 mph. limit"

Lane (Laundry Lane)
he High Street.

HGP/14/42/068. Appended notes, Addendum 1. 3. 12.3.1962
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‘ROSEBANK’,
HIGH ST., BRIDGE,
CANTERBURY, KENT.

TEL: BRIDGE 485

HGP/14/42/068 " 18.3.1962

The Minister of Transport,
St. Christopher House,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.l

"Proposed Bridge By-Pass"

Dear Sir,

I wrote on the above subject on January 14th.
of this year, asking that my letter be passed to the Official whose
responsibility encdémpassed the problem, I said that there was a
number of hazards for the pedestrian and motorist in the village
of Bridge which I wished to detail in 2 further letter.

Your Assistant Private Secretary (Mr, Carlin-
Blake?) kindly passed the correspondence to Nre G. Davis of St.
Christopher House. kr. Davis wrote to me on your behalf explaining
the present position regarding a by-pass, and adding that the "30 mph.
speed limit repeater signs provided at both approaches to the
village...should warn drivers that they are entering the centre of
the village, and that they should take special care (and) for
northbound drivers the 'school' sign should serve as

1 replied with my thanks (30.1.1962), and
enclosed a brief report with photographs showing some of the hazards
present in the village. 1 invited Mr. Davis to study the report and
then repeat his Department's satisfaction with the current safety
measures of two 30 mph. signs and one schoel sign.

My letter was acknowledged by card, and then
six week's silence ensued. I wrote again a week ago (12.3.1962)
repeating my invitation and adding two more hazards, again illustrated
with photographs. This letter was ignored.

I believe I can assume that your Ministry does
not pay lip-service only to road safety and that my points will be
discussed at least. Last weekend the 'Kentish Gagette' lead story
was headlined "M2 FINISHED BY NEKT SPRING - Traffic Will Flood
Canterbury". I sincerely hope that Bridge will occupy your
experts' attention for a few hours before that date, for it lies
on the mgin A2 continuation of the M2, London to Dover Road.

Yours faithfully, \

Chairman: Bridge School
Parent/Teacher Assoc.
Member: P.C.C. and 1.0.PF.
Canterbury Hospital Group.

a further warning”.
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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LoxpoN S.E.1
Telegrams: Transminry, London, Telex
Telephone: waterloo 7999, ext.

Ao March, 1962

Dear Sir,
I write on behalf of the Minister to
acknowledge your letter of 18th March.

Yours faithfully,

Asst. Private Secretary

Jdohn Purchese, Esg.,
""Rosebank",
High St. Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent.

J. Purchese, Esq.,
"Rosebank",
High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury,
Kent.

I refer to your letters of 30th January and 12th and 18th March, 1962 about
traffic conditions in Bridge and regret the delay in replying. As you correctly
surmised the various poir_nts raised ‘necéssitated careful examination. - ;

With regard to the speed 1imit signs it is noted that yotu: concern is rather
for the observance, by drivers, of the speed limit.. Enforcement of this is a
matter for the police and does not fall within my Minister's jurisdiction.

- The ‘foliage can be cut back during the summer momths to ensure that it does

not obstruct the visibility of the "No Waiting" and "School! signs at the crossing .

.of the trunk road over the Nail Bourne. :

Where 1ighting is concerned I should explain that the responsibility to light
streets is vested in local authorities and that the mammer in which they exercise
this responsibility is not subject to the Minister's control . He can, however,
contribute to the cost of lighting a trunk road, for which he is the highway
authority. If your local ‘lighting authority (presumably the Bridge Blean Rural
District Council) considers that a section of trunk in its area should be 1it for
local safety and amenity purposes, the Minister will be prepared to consider
contributing half of the cost of installation, and subsequent operation and
maintenance, of a lighting system of a standard adequate for a traffic route. If
the Council decides to apply for a contribution they would no doubt communicate
with the Divisional Road Engineer, South Eastern Division at the above address.

We have no information about the recent fatal accident at the Union Road
Junction. The accident record for the three years July 1958 to June 1961 showed
that three accidents occurred in the vicinity, none of which was attributable to
the blind nature of the junction. Moreover the same record indicated that only
one accident appears to have been due to excessive speed. The majority of
accidents seem to have resulted from overtaking and in no instance did one result
from road conditions. That is not however to imply that the existing road

conditions are considered up to modern standards, the by pass concept would
otherwise not arise.

The Minister is prepared to make local improvements to the existing road
wherever and whenever possible and the Divisional Road Engineer deals with such

matters on his behalf. Any further points in this particular context you wish %o
bring to notice should therefore be addressed to the latter.

I should also add that it is open to you if you so wish to pursue aspect
of road safety with the local authority Road Safety Committee at Ganterm. b
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'ROSEBANK',
HIGH ST, BRIDGE,
CANTERBURY, KENT,

TEL: BRIDGE 485

HGP/14/42/068 2.4.1962
G. Davis, Bsq.,
The MNinistry of Transpoxrt,
St. Christopker House,
Southwark Street,
london, S.E.l
"Proposed Bridge By-pass".

Dear Sir,
Thank you for your letter dated the 22n4.
March, 1962, in which you answered my notes concerning safety
in High Street, Bridge, Eent. If I may, I will summarise your
reply.
Speeding. The observance of the speed limit signs is the responsibility
of the Police, who should be consulted.
Lighting. The responsidbility is that of the Local Authority,
®ho should be consulted.
Improvement. This is the Tesponsibility of the Divisional Road
Engineer upon consul tation.
Road Safety. This is the Tresponsibility of the local Road Safety
Committee, who should be consulted.

Future nceds. Only time can show what increase of traffic will
——==- jeeds. ¢
result from N2,

Sir, 1 am well aware what will happen to this
correspondence if I write to 211 these other bodies.

It will
proliferate to no pesult. That is why T originally wrote to your
Einister asking to be Put in touch with the official whose

responsibility encompassed this problem, so that I could
directly. You will agree, I am sure, that I should cont
lay my case before the Department which is in the positio
overall control. Your knowled

communicate
inue to

n of

ge of the situation is clearly invaluable.

I have noted that you refer to the High Street,
Bridge, firstly as a Trunk Road, (your para. 4), and say that the

d conditions are

A8 regards your comment on the re
will saturate the Canterbury area, I would remind Jou that at Chartham
to the west of the eity, and Littlebourne t0 the east, as with Bridge
%o the south, there are movements afoot to bring firmly to Jour

Port that traffie

'ROSEBANK’.
HiGH ST., BRIDGE,
CANTERBURY, KENT.

TEL: BRIDGE 485

HGP/14/42/068. 2.

Minister's notice our disquiet 2t the road safety position because
of fast traffic, inadequate roads, and indifference.

I enclose details of two further points

conocerning Bridge High Stireet, together with illustrative photographs,

forming Addendum 2 to my previous notes. I shall quite understand
if you delay comment on these two points until due consideration

of outstripping preparedness; as before.

Tours faithfully,

/

o
Congin, ) o :

John| Purchese
Chairman} Bridge School

Parent/Teacher Assoc.
Hember: P.C.C. and L.0.F.
Canterbury Hospital Greup.

Enc. Addendum 2.

Registered.
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HGP/14/42 /068, Appended notes, Addendum 2. 4. 2.4.1962

This photograph shows the Junction of Brewery Lane with
High Street, Bridge. You will note that clearly to see
fast approaching traffic is almost impossible. The
photograph was taken forward of the driver's position.

Quotation from the 'Kentish Expresd', 30.3.1962
"BRIDGE CEILDREN KOT SAFE YET. It will be some time
before the children of Bridge will be adble to Play in the
safety of a village recreation ground. Since the last
field in the village was taken for building use last year,
the children have had to make do with the streets.”

A field which it is hoped will provide a recreation space
lies behind the buildings to the left of the phptograph.
There is, as yet, no means of acgess.

This plttograph shows Bridge Farm (arrowed) now derelict
and due for rebuilding into a large housing scheme. This
estate, in a year or two, will be adding its quota of
cars o the street, and will have its own access problem
because of ithe fast through traffic.

Quotation from "The Kent Hessenger®, 5.1.1962.,

"Fear stalks Bridge, near Canterbury — the 20th, centary
fear of death on the road. For the old-world High Street

is a one-mile siretch of the London-Dover 42. For twenty
Jears villagers have campaigned for special safety measures,
They have seen adults and children killed, and once Parents
formed a human barrier across the road as a protest against
fast traffic. But the authorities have done very little
to alleviate the eéver-present danger."

ke ewcr e




1 refer to your letter of 2nd April, 1962, My letters of 25th Janua?y and
22nd March, 1962‘, explained the Minister's position with regard to the Bridge o
By-Pass and the various other points raiseds I am afreid that I am unable to &
anything further to what I have already said regarding these matters such as
enforcement of speed limits and light

chting which are not my Minister's responsibilities.

It would be & very grave matter were he to attempt to assume responsibilities edxeads

vested in the authorities already mentioned and I am therefore to ask you to
communicate with those authorities if you wish to pursue those matters.

As stated in my letter of 22nd March the Minister is prepared to make local
improvements to the existing roed wherever and whenever possible. As also stateg,
the Divisional Road Bn;inee; is the responsible and competent person who deals with
such matters on the Minister's behalf, end I have passed your letter to him to
deal with and reply to. He is also aware of the points raised in your previous

letters.

The reference in my letter of 22nd March to existing road conditions not‘being
up to modern standards related solely to engineering considerations, as the
ellusion to the by-pass was intended to illustrate, and did not imply any opinion
as to the adequacy or otherwise of the number of traffic signs on the roads

In conclusion I would add that the Divisional Road Engineer would like to
know of eny further points you wish to bring to his notice affecting local road
matters within the Minister's competence so that he may be fully aware of and
consider them together withnthe overall perspective,

I therefore suggest it would be of advantage both to you and him were you to
now let him have ény remeining points you still wish to bring up.

Yours faithfully,

Je Purchese Esq.,
"Rosebank"
High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury,
Kent,

=

|
|
|
|

L

HGP/14/42 /068 14.4.1962

G. Davis, Esq.,

The Ministry of Transport,
S5te Christopher House,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.1

"Proposed Bridge By-pass”.

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter dated the 4th.
April, 1962, in which you explained that the Divisional Road
Engineer would like to know of further points regarding the
existing road conditions. I am preparing this material,
but I wish to examine conditioms over the Easter Holiday
period, so possibly you will éxcuse my not going into detail
in this letter.

I understand that your Minister is not
directly responsible for the enforcement of road speed limits
or lighting, but I would gather that the following point of
overall policy would come within his competance. I have been
told by a senior official of a road organisation ithat no
decision is’ intended by the Hinistry regarding the development
of the local A2 road until a decision has been made concerning
the building of a Channel tunnel or a Channel bridge. This
proint has also been told me by the head of the local television
s8tation at Dover and by reporters of a Canterbury newspaper.
In other words, this is a widely held belief in this part of
Kent, and one calling - I believe = For comment.

The fear concerning High Street, Bridge,
I would repeat, is not primarily what traffic conditions are
nowj but what they will be when the M2 is completed and more
European traffic is rassing through the village as a result of
the contemplated link with the Corinent. We do not wish to
be found unprepared.

Yours faithfully,

\

John| Purchess.
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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT ¥
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LonpON S.E.x |
Telegrams: Transminry, London, Telex
Telephone: waterloo 7999, ext.
HGP 14,/4,2/068 =
Our reference. S
Your r‘dnemr 2 9‘ Aprll s 1 962
Dear Sir,
Proposed Brig; -Pass

I write on behalf of Nr. Davis to thank you for
your letter of 14th April.

Yours faithfully,

P |
P ren "

’ L. I. DURRANT

-

TS SR . - -

f John Purchese, Esq., ‘f
; "Rosebank", |
i High Street s T
1 Bz-id_s,, |
Canterbury, o

Kent [

Wakes Sturry

Bridge Traffic Mven;;ace :

No Hope For Bridge 3

In regard to traffic’ condittnﬂ'.s‘
{at “Bridge, the Clerk of thi
K.C.Ciwrote that the Highway
Authority - would - continue - to .
press the Ministry of Transport Sl T &En .
for an early start on the Bridge I would do it. It wag, h;xever,
by-pass, although it seemed un- unfortunate that
likely that a_decision would be/ 60 or 70 Kent villages like
given until the outcome of the}id > and it was difficult to
Channel Tunnel project was /¢ tiate between them.
known. BOTTY as they were for Bridge,

Consideration had also been | it was just not possible to do
given to the placing of “Black anything until they got the M.2.
Spot’ signs as an interim Clir. Taylor: And how long
measure, but, despite the acci- | will that be 2 :
ldent rate in the village, it had Cllr. Ross replied that it
been shown on investigation | might not be very long if the
that Bridge was not among the Common  Market came. He
0 worst areas in the county | agreed with the K.C.C. that. it
and, in any event, doubt had sod putting up
| been expressed that such signs s. If they
would have much effect. In the 1p* all over the
circumstances, the K.C.C. had county nobody would take any
!decided that no further action | noticc of them.
could be taken, ClIr. Taylor said that on Sun-

Cllr. A. Taylor said he-was day evenings, when traffic was
vegr disappointed  that the returning from the
K.C.C. were not going to do | motor-cycle track, a Do
anything in . the matter, For | officer was on duty near the

ago. A R¥Paimertaudits, o
:‘ramc t%lhmutgh the village| that the Bridge Parish gggguncil
(Was now three times more than | fal
{8 year or two ago and there éﬁ%‘;{‘éé}:ﬁ ann urtx;lt;;r c:'esrzec:.l‘

was the greatest di; i 1
crossing thge road. difonityie g:‘l;giex:: would  help solve. the |

He recalled that some years -
zsigge:xe rgsigneg from the Road doCllgeT%%lfr'm?,ggf}I f,ﬁf‘e&e‘ﬁ
!pedes}t,rlano égostsei; N e Foulant have me i
Moot & 0 was . re-{ "o Reid said conditions at
since  then e HIgh Street and | frersder were also dangerous.
Sorse lano i penatters ihad  got fiersden F. Ash said that too

“ s ;5 many eople went th
test:,[" ‘;’;g ‘le’lrre,gr‘:t?" my Pro-i Brijge }t)oopt‘ast. He th;?.\gﬁ
are’ waiting for ey °lx'~ They they should approach the Police
killed and Bn, People: to et fto ensure the strict enforcement
e ba"inb&twy vzillbbeg'ln the speed limit. That was
That's “what (o not before. lqone gt Hersden, which was not
A they are waiting nearly so dangerous. |
Cllr. A"y Practically say sol': [P2rly So_da (Mr. 1. Soilleux)
| the greatest syrans s2id-he had fsaiq  the Police were -
Taine e i};m&athy with Cllr. pathetic and were Patrolling the
thing  that" AR ege ‘g“‘ﬂny"roadg. He endorsed Clir, Palmer's

¢-done, _Nesuggestion that Specials should

be tited. The Police could

0 their best with the men
‘had available,

=]
=Y
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they
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'ROSEBANK',
HIGH ST, BRIDGE,
CANTERBURY, KENT,

TEL: BRIDGE 485

HGP/14/42/068 28.4.1962
G. Davis, Esq.,

The Ninistry of Transport,

St. Christopher House,

Southwark Street,

London, S.E.l "Proposed Bridge By-pass".

Dear Sir,

I would like to thank kr. L.I. Durrant for
his acknowledgement on your behalf of my last letter. Enclosed
please find Addendum 3 to my original report. Possibly, having
read this material, you would pass it to the Divisional Road
Engineer for action. The 13 points now raised will suffice
for the moment, and I shall be pleased to hear his particular
comment on each hazard in due course.

On the subject of the second paragraph in
my letter dated 14.4.1962, you will be interested to hear that
the Bridge-Blean Rural District Council discussed this matter at
a recent meeting. In the report of proceedings the following
was printed:- (Kentish Gazette, 27.4.1962)

"In regard to the traffic conditions at Bridge, the Clerk of the
K.C.C. wrote that the Highway Authority would continue to press
the Ministry of Transport for an early start on the Bridge by-pass
although it seemed unlikely that a decision would be given until
the outcome of the Channel Tunnel project was known.

"ess Cllr. A. Taylor said that he was very disappointed that the
K.C.C. were not going to do anything in the matter. For years and
years they had been trying to get something done at Bridge and now
it did not look as if they would get anything done any more than
20 years ago. Traffic through the village was now three times
more than a year or twox ago and there was the greatest difficulty
in crossing the road.

".es'I wish to register my protest,® said Cllr. Taylor. 'They are
waiting for people to get killed and then they will begin to play
ball - but not before.'"

The Clerk of the K.C.C. was also reported to
have written:~ "...Despite the accident rate in the village, it
had been shown on investigation that Bridge was not among the 50
worst areas in the county." Presumably the Clerk 8poke with

Ministerial approval in these two reports.

e T S —

T ——

‘ROSEBANK’,
HIGH ST., BRIDGE,
CANTERBURY, KENT.

HGP/14/42/068.

TEL: BRIDGE 485

D

On prima facie examination the official attitude
would appear to be summed up as a) There will be no action
until a Channel Tunnel or Channel Bridge has been chosen,

b) There will be no action until the accident mortality rate
puts Bridge into the category requiring action.

If the latter point is correct and represents Ministerial policy,
then it is an indictment of callous bureaucratic statistical

e il I would be grateful if you could refute these
two particular points as soon as possible. Events have a way
of outstripping preparedness, and the M2 Medway Towns Motorway
and the Canterbury By-Pass are both due for completion next
Yyear.

Yours faithfully,

E {‘hp-ﬁ/{s (N
Johﬂ Purchese
Chairman: Bridge School
Parent/Teacher Assoc.

Member: P.C.C. and L.0.F.
Canterbury Hospital Group.

Enc. Addendum 3.




HGP/14/42/068.  Appended notes, Addendum 3. 5. 28.4.1962

This 'No-Waiting' sign is at the junction of Brewery lane
and High Street, Bridge. The lettering is unpainted with
the result that the sign is ignored. Parked vehicles
impede the vision of drivers entering the High Street

and reduces the available width of the road. The reverse
side of the sign is painted (see photograph J) - so what
does the Ministry want the motorist to do ?

The Village Hall opens directly onto the High Street, where
the pavement width is 67". The Hall is used by children,

a teenage Youth Club and elderly groups. Over the Easter
Weekend the traffic was ceaselessly passing at speed, to
attack the hill confronting it.

Facts. Repeated, to conclude this first report.

There are 897 people in Bridge.

There are 90 children attending the Bridge Primary School
80 yards from the High Street.

There is a hospital and home for elderly men and women
100 yards from the High Street. There are over 100
inmates, many ambulant.

There are nearly 300 old 2ge pensioners, whose pensions
are drawn at the village Post Office — in the High Street.

guotes .

Mr. A. Taylor. (Chairman, the Parish Council).
"I do not think that the by-pass will come in my lifetime"

Miss 0. Seath. (Headmistress, Bridge Primary School).
"You take your life in your hands in Bridge."

Mr. J.D. Smith. (Road Safety Officer). "We are cont

: . inuall
fighting the Ministry and the whole bag of tricks, and ye y
cannot get anywhere.” 5

e ———

e

(sz;é)
Putgpagtd
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DIVISIONAL ROAD ENGINEER
(METROPOLITAN)
DIVISIONAL ROAD ENGINEER St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LoNpon SE.1
(METROPOLITAN) Telephone: waterloo 7999 - Ext. 3297

St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LoNDON S.E.x |
Telephone: waterloo 7999 Bxtt 3297 | Our reference: RDL. 3L/ 6T71 AL
Your reference: 2% June 3 1962

Our reference: RDL. 34/6T71

Your reference:

<3 May, 1962 Dear Sir,
Dear Sir, Proposed Bridge By-Pass

Proposed Bridge By-Pass I With further reference to the letter sent to you
SO P To the o on the 23rd May, 1962 the various points which you raise
am directed to refer to sl sl about conditions in Bridge have been investigated 8nd it

the i}%ustrative photographs about the traffic conditions is agreed by the County Survesyp that Group A ligl;ting
in Bridge. would improve conditions M, but there is the
question whether the Parish Council would be prepared to

bear half the cost after the deduction of 50%, ewam if

It is appreciated that you have taken a great deal
the Minister were prepared to make a grant.

of trouble to illustrate the points to which you wish
to draw attention, and you have given a very clear
picture of the conditions in Bridge in relation to the
traffic passing through ,and the layout of the existing

Lt is considered that no real improvement can be
made to conditions in Bridge without considerable expense,
which could be better utilised by constructing the proposed

road.
: ¢ / a4 : by-pass. It is understood that conditions at Bridge are
S rens IR0l CE Oh Mhatoyur Latended, in S8, n§or vl:orse in fact, they are probably better, than in many
replies already sent to you, that the Department does not han v:iilages in,Kent S tl;1e At rec;rd RS
regard the situation as unsatisfactory, and it is compared with similar places = a =
| unfortunate that innuendos are voiced, as they frequently - >
| are, that the highway policy, either of this Department‘
Yours faithfully,

or of Local Authorities, is based on a caption that
"someone must be killed before action is necessary. " |
This is a deplorable implication, and is so patently =1
untrue, that it surely does not require refutation. <AL\ beuaty
The various points which you have brought up, apart A~ T .
from those which are matters for the Police, or Lighting for Divisional Road Engineer

Authority, are being investigated to see whether local J. Purchese, Esq.,

Rése Bank,
J. Purchese, Esq., /remedial | High Street,
Rosebank, Bridge,
High Street, ‘ Nr. Canterbury,
Bridge, near Canterbury, Kent.
GDH/DW

Kent. |
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The Divisional Road BEngineer, i

St. Christopher louse,

Southwark Street, 30.6.1962

London, Skl

RDL.34/6T71
HGP/14/42/068.

The letters ‘M2’ are the Ministry of
Transport’s designation for the new Medway
Towns by-pass Motorway, opening next year.

You have experienced already the heavy
traffic through this village, but M2 will mean
a ceaseless flood. With possible Common
Market links, the Dover Road will assume a
national importance. Vehicles will roar past

"The Proposed Bridme By-Pasa".

Degr Sir,
Thank you for the letters dated 23rd.
2nd. June, 1962, which commented on notes and
ed to Er. G. Davis of St. Christopher House by

cor:espondence.
I must first apologise for the delay

in reply to your letters, but I have been away from this country for
2 period on business.

May, 1962 and 22nd
photographs suppli
myself in earlier

day and night.
The Ministry refuse to see any danger.
They have said so repeatedly, in writing.
Our children and elderly folk must be

I am grateful for the atteniion given
my notes; but I have to point out firstly that your Department seems
only to consider the present circumstances ~ which, it is admitted
on both sides, are poor road conditions but not exceptionatlly bad.

I have been 2t some pzins to awake kr. Davis to the threat that the
builliing of 2 is creating. Tour Ninistiry is spending a great
deal of money in providing an excellent motorway from the outskirts

i of Llondon to the junction with Thanet Fey and A2, just before

I Canterbury. Your Winistry is also doing what it can to provide a
good feeder road to the M2 from Central London. When these roads
are completed, and increased Continental travel as a result of the
contemplated economic links, has 2lso appearsd; I 8ay, and 8o do many
people living in Bridge, that the rosd through the villapge will be
quite inadequate and positively dangerous to the inhabitanis and the

travelling modorists. - ; "\
My second point is thuet since the BRID( E B Y PASS
\

authorities will not put the Bridge By-Pass in hand until the death 4
rate inthe High Street justifies this rmeasure, I am proposing now to [E
make this correspondence avsilable to the Coroner in the event of the I
next fatality in High Street, Bridge -~ and I shall continue to point
out the information given to the Ministry &t all subsequent enquiries
concerning any road fatality that follows. ’

protected from a ‘Race-track High Street’ !

DON'T YOU AGREE ?

Please become a supporter for

PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE. 'ROSEBANK', HIGH STREET, BRIDGE, KENT.

Yours faithfully, f 1$5und &g alk M veardenky  24.q-6




Kentish dazem, ‘]ully 20, 1962

Aﬁ.' "

or a By-Pass 22.7.1962

.
The Fears of Bl'ldge i The Producer, :
{: ) - O atintyeo
« KENTT AZETTE” REPO! Yown and Countxy",
i s R k B«B.Cs, Broadcasting House,
ever-increasing volume of traffic thunders through | Tondon: Wil
<, villagers grow uneasy—they find little consolation in |- ?
sibility of a by-pass. e i
~ A snarling engine or squeal of brakes can spell tragedy and
heartbreak :r&.ﬁm ly. Friends living on either side of the A2
are separated’ by a ¢ A — Dear Sir
enemy—the moronist. Old agi| will be inadequate _and | 2 ’

pensioners live in- fear. dangerous, :
Since the authorities lf < s an LS local 3 .B.c : correapond.nt

ST year-ola sounc | Dt deme otk ot be Malcolm Mitchell cf the Kentish Cazette)
et »?irﬁ{?r?"st?e’e?héﬁag"é dea rj;sstpifui::eil:.ée e (1!: believe him to be ialcolm Mitche ef the Ken zette) you
has been writing letters to the mi;%nd information I have will find that there is o topic of conversation anong the villagers
prnk ] of Bridge that highlights one problem concerning the Common Market !
It is the dsngerous High Street, which the Ministry of Transport

stry of Transport and thel collected availabie to the Coroner ||
ional Road Engineer, com|
n ed dossi
has promised to by-pass for the past twenty years - but done
nothing about.

quiries concerning road fatalities ||
) ht) and I may well shoot a 35 m.m.
to pGM¥ out the th the | fiim.”
building of the M2 ating,”| In recent letters, the Divisional
he"l’f‘llfe mely | Road Engineer has told Mr,

T ————

I enclose a leaflet which was put out through
the village today.

My letter drawing this to your attention is
not designed to publicise our present attempts, but to have
material on your files so that when M2 is opened and fatalities
occur, you can atv least briefly mention that the Ministry was
well aware of its obligations as early as July 1962.

‘| provide a good feeder road to

Than,
inn
d, 5
‘| the M2 from central London. uently ar |
“ With the completion of these |
‘/roads and increased continental o & A |
traffic—the result of contem- on a on that * |

plated economic links—1 say, killed' before action is meces-
and so do many other villagers, b
any ag Yours faithfully,

that the road ugh the village | is is a deplorable iffiplica-
. - tion, and is so patently untrue,
that it surely does not require
\refutation. 2 e
“The points which you have {
mentioned are being investigated
* [to see whether remedial measures
::'e practicable, However, the|! =
ajor solution to the problem is <
dependent on its comparative
priority, in relation to other

urgent cases over the whole 7 Purchese
Y { £ .

country. 3 3
A ? E a
o “t{?a:mpﬂfchﬁcmguﬁ% Chx:irman:! Bridge School
e their due pl «n order o t/7 i
fako theiriduepibos - P Parent /T efchor Association.
ther over—'a, mti actors involv-
ng decisions of national import-
nce.

“It is considered that no real|
mprovement can be made to
ponditions

onsiderable
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“Don't yi ngree‘l

ge|become a supporter for i
“in “order fo get’ up "mmu' }
quauy steep .hm ac the of.her The

, lend.” said ln.lr. year. when the
The result, has been a num- Messenger first told o!
ber of ‘ accidents and some|plight o! Bridge, that, m.

. deaths, children among them.|special easures
The whole of the village is|taken to slow traffic in the '
o behind - Mr. Purchase in his|village because it would even-
! |éampaign. 8o is the rural tua!ly be by-passed.
council. MINISTRY'S PLAH‘ =
The new leafleets issued by| Three. t
]

Mr. Purchase this week wets
headed ““ M2.”
DESIGNATION

= s — - r 3 They went on: *The let;
|M2 are the Ministry of Trans-
I porf’s designation for the new _But the line of the exten-

DON'T WAIT UNTIL IT IS TOO LATE| |

way opening next year. yet been agreed by everyone
“You have experienced|concerned, and it will not be

already the heavy traffic|started until some time after .

volume of week through this village, but M2|the M2 is completed to Faver-

I
f*gmc using & by-pass: %ﬂ} ‘ will mean a ceaseless flood. sham.
I

eeds and is usuall “With possible - Common| As a result, the gnstly-
K glgm‘ﬁtge S TSl Market links, the Dover Road|increased traffic  will
| tintes to use the old road be- ! will assume a national im-{down the narrow and dan-
cause of the large proportion of portance. Vehicles will roar gerous A2 through Canter-
k traffic which is loca] - In mo'ﬂ:l pas: day and night, bury, and Bridge, to Dover,
v cases where a by- psss is con-| “The Ministry refuse Melm several years to come—
’ %Ezz%l;tetc;lngrrl'g'vg ee;n r;l);gglfllr;d 1 any danger. They have _said (hence the justifiable fears u:
. 5 . O s = e h s
Support the movement to reduce the traffic menace in Brldge by writing | provine 22 offien opror Tepeatedly, in’ writing. - |the' people of Bridge,
‘ tunity occurs & vule ede

tely for 1
| (slcuk?etrengs f%l;ttﬁe lm}?rt;:eme;xt ot‘|
xisting routes in built-up areas
youl‘ comments to: MR' G. DAV S, THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT, at :résunger_conslldgration itpshould ]
I be borne in mind that a narrow !
section of road in such an area '
often results in drivers reducing

;
St. Christopher House, Southwark St., London, S.E.1. - Ref. HGP[14/42/068. | Zﬁiﬁgbv”;é?mc?ﬁé”ﬁ]e Tisk ot aoel!

RTI?:{ ‘8xtract from the County
oad  Blan (“Planning Basis
. . o . . ) . Ve . | :
He is the Official in charge of Bridge’s traffic difficulties. it E"’mi*é‘é“&?habiré’fass&?ge
for d Bridge By-pass.

They might also like to consxder
the followmg, from the same re-
_Eggt, ‘From Canterbury,to Dover |

the traffic is comparatxvely qma!}

PLEASE MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD ! | (s g

The pl"n was publlshed in
r 1248 but, under ¢ Future Develop-
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- ety " | Minister
: Bridge Traffic Problem e

u%
‘ to prevent _speeding bridges that could be used, He| Prompt Achon
| b through Bridge? When estimated a concrete one would
{ {e g'uesﬂm was posed at a |cost £1,000. , : Urge &
1 i (|meeting SEBrdERiERIC ol [Tt was sgreed iol;et up atsub;
| ! Thursday the co ommittee to consider the type: iz
i gielcigifi that they could do noth- gt‘ bridges available and leave A petition asking for “ prom
[

PETITION

To the Right Honourable Ernest Marples, Minister of Transport i

i f Bri in K y si ight horse traffic durin
Since the High Street through the village of Bridge in Kent was designed for ligh g

: ; pt
past centuries, and since the present heavy flow of motor vehicles through the village will be enlarged disliel 8 [the matter until their report had | |Action ™ to. avereSe el oMt

traffic flood will be sent to the

3 : . i have had this time and been received, Minister ot ort | C(Mr
. Hle 3 ink The undersigned Villagers .| “We have HNthis itimes and ; ! Transp X
by the completion of the M2 motorway and possible Continental links, gt: > g 1 ‘%g,g.agfiffprm)' a‘; di% s have ’thgﬁéh éggg: antclhsé% verp:;s;ll ﬁ;—],;e;:mnfafple;, M.P.) by Bridge
] . 3 i i i romptly to avert this threat to . falready done everything in OUr tho hovses with black dust were The petition, of d by 37-
Petition the Minister to view the situation with- their e, el aact P 2 | ;;\;er?"' complained about by the Council year-olge sound ree ?ielst }ohn
lderly folk - | The Council wished Mr, John several years ago. Purchese, of Rose Bank, High

their children and e erly folk.

Furchesonluc cpln hispcampalen: [ it tnay the. flne . don. Street, Bridge; ,ond ziresdy
but decided to takeino f“"u‘e’lcerned agreed to cover. their | |signed by half  the villagers,
action at present. lorries with canvas. | reads:

. 3 i

AR ] |
i 3 £ E [ 8 i “Si the High Street
f Sl J AEnrssord complaned Ul o el S ioiay saia hat bl ligainl 2 ree

that uneven pavements in the menace was recurring because %e!':;-‘glév:ge Xiel;iggneegf ?orli-dgl?gli:ll:'
lhorse traffic during pzst cen-
ituries and . since the present

sl street were becoming 8. jpg parriag cans once again, not
positive danger to pedestrians. Goveredizvith c?lnvas. 3
‘He said that a number of times 2

] le step into the | It was agreed to send a letter |heavy flow of motor vehicles
‘ 4 L‘:ﬂtimiescfgsge?f 3v§s peasier to of complaint to the Bridge-Blean through the village will be en-
| {walk there. IR.D.C4 ﬁ.;ged Dy the cox(xi:pletiq& ofct.he
‘ = ed that a letter be' A letter is to be sent to the imentoroiway end possible Con-
[ i 1t wasthagll‘gA(} ional Highways Divisional Highways Surveyor by | | tinental Jinks, - the undersigned
sent to the Divisional Higl : ! villagers pétition the Minister to
Surveyor (Mr, B. G. Chittenden) the . Council requesting  thot fview thersttuots e
requesting improvements. |something should be done to pre- ation wi alarm,
eZ = i ound for the YeNt Dpeople from using the [ill?zd‘eaidtgmtj.hlsgy ct}?'];ver"tm;
| recreation gr ) B ~ ildrené:an
i | village s still in - the dist‘antq‘Brmlge lay-by as a urinal. ’ $

| future At the last meeting of M It w%s saidbth‘;tt_it t\{;'ould n}?t

k> } the Council on May 24 ‘negotia- be quite so bad .if ose who \_

"""""" B R | tions were started for a field of used it for that purpose were M%l& 086G
| i} o

about four acres flanking the not visible from the road.

Pafrixbourne road. I 1ts's nationag problem,” said '
hAhf applicatilon was made to ttklx‘e chai{man, “La;é—bys all olver ¢ ®
r thel Bridge-Blean R.D.C. for the coun Ty are used as urinals.” \ 4 2
| ey : . +. 3
pianning permission for a bridge Three new litter bins are to be ll‘ l t t
| -a!crdss the Nailbourne, which, placed at regular distances vl e ro es
| divides the field from the road,iiapart through the village.. The
} 1 'fhi' Step foll e tha s fusal ‘Cchairman and the vice-chairman [ ]
: S'step followe: e refusa’ E i
¢ |by the Minister of Transport to (CUr. H. Hawlkins) are to decide t d
imake a road from the High which types. ¥ : agalns roa
| Street on the grounds that it!__ “—
would increase existing trafiic
a ' {hazards. i
(The -Clerk (Mr. A. e ‘]’,‘ l; t at
i g;g%éher) repoﬂ?d that he had er re
; 1CE received a letter from the
| 4 B dee. - 5 . 3
i ﬂ}igﬁfle;n Tﬁg{-gy)sgﬁg’ﬁ; FOUR hundred people, half of the population of Bridge,
| i fthet fdetailed drawings of  tho have signed a petition about traffic dangers on the
3 hrxzigg Weré.required before per- | A2, which slices through their village, four miles from
| ¢ {Missionveonld be granted, ¥ Canterbury.
i Clle. LET, Willlams satd  that peal | %
| 4 ih d investigated the types of ke & e o e faat o

of heavy trafic on the narrow| ¥eulGE Sprims 0:2 b,
route through the village centre is
to go to the Minister of Transport,
M. Em%set_ Marplds. S
i3 organis ¥ Mr.
John Purchg 37, sound recordist,
of Rosebank, ili.gh~st., Bridge.
His letter says: “Since the High-
st. was designed for light horse
trafic during past centuries, and
since the present flow of motor
¥ehicles through the village will
be %ﬂhl‘s by the completion of
the M2 mptorwa{ and possible Con-
3 tinental links, the un lersigned vil-
i lagers petition the Minister to view
18 the situation with their alarm,
and act grgmpt! to avert this
/ threat to their chlf:iren and elderly
PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE, HIGH ST, BRIDGE, KENT I folk.”

Bridge lies on the main route be- |

! tween Canterbury and Dover. [t|
|+ carries much Continental traffie,
from London and after emglphtionl

of 91 project at the Medwag |
€| L @ even more
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raffic count
B i s pe o, o G,

port.
They say “Since the High|
et throush the village was|| Kot
ed for | light Norsel v -\
‘ during past eengmss.
5 1 -since the present eAVY.
Since  the ! flow of motor vehicles through
the village wil be enlarged
past centw by the completion of the M2,
Passib! Comintntql
by the col . the undersigned peti-.

petition th #nd sct prompily -lp. avert Bl Gogee 28-8 6.
S ile this threat to their children . e
their chile 0% elderly folk» R .
£ Villagers say cars tear Third Time Fair? o
JErouEh and ‘uss the High| HE villsgers and others wha
Y as a race track. T are fighting the Battle of
A sound recordist, Mr. Jolm! Bildee Mesorres Socoea it e
Purchese IS the man behind)| for their perseverance. The sec.
ihs cambaien. and he has the| ond “airing” of the traffic prob-
full ‘backing of the local road| lem in the “ Town and Country
S8fety committes ang of thell | programme of the BB.C. does.

rish and rural couneils. at least, draw the attention’ of
i?‘ﬂ! has issu~d 2 car sticker| listeners to the plight in which
[FRich says “Don’t wait until| | the People of Bridge find therzr
Bt is' too late—Sunport the| selves and it is'bf little use to
s tell them:that there is no “ ready

dmovemeni 1o reduce  the| | S L
. i solution to a problem similar to
Sl o oace in Bridge l,]'vl :}?ose which affect so many other
5?{ main-road villages” T dunder-
bt V4 T
2sport: &t St Chrisi-gher] [others: e, aonr pooris,or
a@& Sonthwark Birest. luttered so often that dthey can

nden. SE]-—Raf HGP/14/] now be “taken as read.” -
/068 He is the officia] in Among the _more facetious
T2 Of Bridee's tra: iffi- suggestions made was, T am told.
d!f s E miamc ui 2 viaduct starting at the top of
1
ngrﬁ'pu.che& 37, who lives. Town Hill and ending just below |

B I High Sireel. ends the labe] the Highland  Court _turning,
message  with  this plea _.f {leaving the village, itself to doze
“Pleass  make your. vojce! beacefuily below the thundering ||

2 i traffic ; Possibly the man who

heard! e A
sk } suggested this had the village of
vy i Hucking,  in North Kent, in
mind, where a similar joking
fuggestion a good many years
Jago led to the temporary use of
4 new name for the village:
Hucking-Glassbridge

The name stii] persists al-
though its origin is almost for-
gotten. If Bridge gets a glass
viaduet, we might revive the old
nanie“of the parish and call it

Blackmanbuy- -Glassbridge!

Kentish Gazette, August 31, 162 |
Brid, e Speeding =

'l‘hge perennial problem of I
traffic speeding through the |

gested that the American plan of ||
having about 100 yards of
badly surfaced road, known as a
“ rumble road,” might be con-
Sidered — with warning notices [,
for  approaching . drivers, C Al Y,
though he did not. advocate it, he
thought it might be brought up |i .
for consideration. If they ‘were ||
going ‘to wait for the by-pass
they would never deal with the
broblem.

It was pointed out that this

vious meeting, et g
Clir. A. J, "Ross: As I should
be one of those regularly driving
over it, T should strongly object!
Dr. Whiteside retorted * ‘that |
they had been talking about the |
Problem for years and years, but ||
When a suggestion was put for-
ward there were objections!

Still Waiting

V" 7
CIIr. Ross said that ag
the Brigige SN

Satery Commiie, puy e runte
Were not very enthusiastic,
Cllr, 'y, eid expressed the

that in thig country they were |
OF 40%yearg behind the times |
in regarq to roads. at, he

asked, was the yge of making a
dual curlageway leading into g |
/bottlepeck at Canterbury. .~ |
| Clry Craft pointed out :that
an  alteration 1o the  ‘road |
‘Burface wag always a danger to|
eyclists anq particularly to J

motor-eyclists,

BRIDGE-.,BY~PASS.

& The B.B.C. view of this matter,
’ explored for "Town and Counpry"
by Sonia Callingham, broadeast
on Thursday, August 9th. 1962
at 6.30 p.m.

"Town and Country" Production Office, LANgham 4468.
Mrs. S. Callingham, BELgravia 7694.

’I‘hié transcription provided by John Purchese, Bridge 485, Kent.




sts wcre caught in thxs"mdar speed trap oper ated by Kent Police at Bn;;ia

stopped for speeding—but wamiqgf were thf_order of the

ge on Tuesday. Nearly

22.941962

Rt. Hon. Leslie Thomas, M.P.,
Houses of Parliament,

London, S.W.l
The Proposed Bridge By-Pass.

Dear Sir, ;
You must be well aware of the traffic through
the village of Bridge, just south east of Canterbury, and of
the efferts of the local people to make the Ministry of Transport
aware of its obligations before the opening of M2 produces such
a flood of traffic as to endanger lives in the High Street.

A petition has been organised locally, and
signed by nearly all the adults of the village, urging the-
Minister to act before it is too late. f

I am aware that Littlebourne has a similar
petition going forward, and I understand that the correct
procedure is for the local Member of Parliament to present such
documents in the House, pre=supposing his sympathy with the

BaNgos 1 would be grateful, Sir, if you would let X\
me know whether or not you would accept these petition forms
from several hundred of your constituency members.

The history of 'promises’', evasive answers, |
official disinterest and short-sightedness that has so far f\
marked the Ministry's attitude should surely not be allowed
to continue into next year when Bridge will become the bottleneck
of the M2 London = Dover motorway. ¢

Yours faithfully,

&m-( st

John‘furcheae.

Encs. Sample Petition form.
Campaign leaflets.




Thomas, MBE,

WHouse of Commons,
London, $.3.1

26th September 1962

or your 1 : f 22nd September
petition ing to the by-pass.
1p you and the

Ior the return of the Clerk of

1 holids

I am leaving
Earliamertary
S,and will not be
However, I wil] be
I lezve,

sl

Siiagars tition for }
fé"?"ﬁ’u’al:ﬁn? atter, Christmas, |
Biezridor: (M7 Jonn Purchose) ||
5 ! ve 1
'?\%niai%itiorrx, will d‘{:‘veverytbh‘ng i
T,can’ help Bridge villagers in 4
| this matter.” 3

S ———

Kentish "G'azef«e,’ September 28, 1962

 Bottleneck fear

'I‘WO by-pass projects, one vast, the other relatively
small, make steady progress in Kent — the Medway
motorway and the A2 diversion at Canterbury, -

But they are complementary, because overflow -traffic
‘from the M2 will pour into Canterbury and make
use of the diversion in 1964.

What happens between the end of the motorway at
Brenley Corner, near Faversham, and the start of
the diversion at Harbledown, near Canterbury ?

Neither the. ounty Council nor the Ministry of Trans-
port can say for certain. .

‘certain is that, unless plans are quickly brought
med) to continue the M2 toDover, as
%, OF to improve the A2 between Bremle: and

ury, there will be road chaos mast of the
way from Faversham to Dover. vl

Z

i




Rt. Hon. Leslie M. Thomas, 29.9.1962
NuBuEay TeDey NPy
House of Commons,

London, S.W.l
The Proposed Bri By-Pass.

Dear Mr. Thomas,
Thank you for your encouraging letter

dated September 26th., in which you say that you will do what
you can in the matter of the dangerous High Street in this

village. The Departmental reference given to
correspondence with the Ministry of Transport is HGP 14/42/068,
and the spokesman for the Kinistry has been KEr. G. Davis, of St.
Christopher House, Southwark Street, London, S.E.1 (WATerloos
7999). My letter addressed to the Minister, at the outset of
this correspondence, was answered by the Assistant Private
Secretary - whose signature I read as Mr. Carlin-Black or Blake.
Technical correspondence regarding particular inadequacies in the
existing road, was addressed to the Divisional Road Engineer,
(¥etropolitan), at St. Christopher Housej reference RDL 34/6171,
answered by Mr. G.D. Hewstt.
The Kent Police chose Bridge High Street
this week as the scene to test out new radar speed trap equipment
which has just been obtained. This, I would suggest, is of
particular significance, since their choice of site is at variance
with Mr. Davis' comments (letter, 25.1.,1962):-
"e.sWith regard to the safety aspect, you will of course know that
the road is speed restricted with 30 mph. speed limit repeater signs
provided at both approaches to the village, which should warn
drivers they are entering the centre of the village, and that they
should take special care. For northbound drivers the 'school' sign
should serve as z further warning."

His comment on the traffic to be expected
when M2 opens is equally illuminating (letter, 224341962) 1=
"..+80 far aB extra traffic on the A2 between London and Dover is
concerned, it is agreed that the Medway Motorway will attract extra
traffic over lengthy sections of the route. It is however too early
to say precisely how much extra traffic will pass through Bridge."
Mf‘ R.P. Beddows, Head of the East Kent Road Car Company, was reported
("Kent Messenger" 5.1.1962) as sayingi-

"TO

"sesTo my mind there is no doubt that the completion of the
Medway Motorway is going to mean heavy additional traffic on
the A2 road between London and Dover."

Mr. Davis has refused three times to
comment directly on this considered opinion of the Head of the
East Kent Road Car Company. (My letters, 14.1.1962, 30.1.1962

and 12.3.1962). These points possibly explain why I spoke
in my last letter of a history of "'promises', evasive answers,
official disinterest and short sightedness that has so far
marked the Ministry's attitude".

Thank you for your support,

Yours faithfully,

Jobn| Purchsse.
Post-scriptum. To this letter I must add my thanks for

your telephone call this morning, and say that I am enclosing
the Petition as arranged.

|
|

5
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BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN -2

motorway is going to mean heavy additional traffic on the A2 road
between London and Dover”. \
Enclosed please find the latest leaflet which

‘Rosebank’, High Street,
Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

M.O.T. REF. HGP-14-42-068

DATE. 29-9.1962 = ‘ )
{ has been issued to all the Bridge residents. I understand that
=3 | some people have beeh writing to you as a result of these leaflets
and I hope that the receipt of these letters has helped you to
! assess the reality of the situation in this village.
e intarry of t l I shall quite understand if you delay comment on the points raised
Btos itagins pias. . | in this letter until due consideration has been given them, but I
g;;t(;::‘:t;s:::‘tﬁouse, 1 would point out that events have a way of outstripping preparedness.
’ |
London, S.E.l [
Yours faithfully,
Dear Sir,

It is now some five months since I last wrote
to you regarding the proposed by-pass for the village of Bridge,
and since a number of recent events have occumed - of interest to ,
you - I felt that you would be pleased to hear of them.

Through the summer the local Police have been
watching the High Street, and standing conspicuously by the side
of the road to slow down the traffic by their presence.

Last Tuesday, however, to test out their new radar speed trap
equipment, the Kent Police chose Bridge Hill and the entry to the J.
|
(

High Street as the site for a few hours' experiment. Just on 30
motorists were stopped and cautioned against excessive speed
during this period. In the light of these findings by the
Police it is possible that you would wish to modify your original
statement (25.1.1962) that with regard to the safety aspect I
would of course know that the road is speed restricted with 30mph.
speed limit repeater signs.

Hy contention throughout the correspondence
that Bridge will become a dangerous bottle-neck after M2 is
opened seems to be shared by the writer of an editorial comment in
the "Kent Messenger" last Friday (28.9.1962). He saysi—
"sssWhat is certain is that, unless plans are quickly brought out
(and approved) to continue the M2 to Dover, as forecast, or to
improve the A2 between Brenley and Canterbury, there will be road
chaos most of the way from Faversham to Dover."

Enc. Handbill.

A petition has been signed by three quarters 4
of the villagers, and this will be reaching your Minister through
L official channels during the near future. I hope that when you J
have the opportunity you will comment directly, as I have so far | {
requested three times, on the stetement of the Head of the East
. fent Road Car Company quoted as sayings-
[" +++To my mind there is no doubt that the completion of the Medway




29.9.1962 3

The Editor,

"The Kent Messenger",
Week Street,
Maidstone, Kent.

Dear Sir,
Your Leader writer in the issue dated September 28th.

under the heading "Bottleneck Fear" speaks of the two by-pass projects
now in construction on the A2 London %o Dover road. There is, Sir,

a third by-pass project that appears destined never to go beyond the
airy dreams of a Ministry file - that of the Bridge By-Pass.

The village was the scene last week of a radar speed
check by the Police, where nearly thirty drivers were caught speeding
in the short while that the equipment was set up. There are two
points that arise from this news item.

First, to test out new equipment the Police chose
Bridge in the first instance. Surely this proves that there is g
traffic danger in the village High Street; which everyone except
the responsible Ministry officials seems capable of accepting.

Secondly, that in such a short while - on a weekday,
note, long before M2 was omed, it was possible to catch that many
speeding motorists in that short time.

A petition to the Minister is going to be handed
to him by our Member of Parliament, Mr., Lesliec Thomas. It was
signed by threequarters of the villagers - that is, the adults
almost to a man, for children were not asked to sign.

I am sure that your readers will Join these villagers in their
hope that the outcome of the Petition will be an eanly start to the
only solution to the traffic problem at Bridge - A by-pass.

Yours faithfully,

(Organiser of the petition)

N wa3TH Gyl ot o doweaged (ﬂ-ﬁz Aulliwn 196

(22afs. Pesggreptud 20.4.8).




29.10.1962

G. Davis, Esq.,

The Ninistry of Transport,
St. Christopher House,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.l

Dear Sir,

I wrote tox you a month ago today, to ask for
your commenis on the Police Radar speed trap operation of September
25th. which resulted in 30 motor#ats being stopped and cautioned
during the test period of one hour - that is, at the rate of one
every two minutes. There was also a request for a direct comment
on the statement of the Head of the Bast Kent Road Car Company.

At the end of my letter I suggested that you
might wish to delay your answer somewhat to these points in order
that you could give due consideration to them; but I must admit that
I bad hoped for the favour of a reply before one calendar month had

passed. The problem of the High Street in Bridge that
will foi¥rlow the opening of the M2 motorway is now one month nearer
reality, and I would be much obliged if you would look at the enclosed
photograph of an injured motorcyclist who was in collision with a car
recently in the High Street.

I have already said (30.6.1962) that I will
lay my reports and correspondence in front of the Coroner in the case
of the next fatality in the High Street due to tgégfic; so I would be
exceptionally grateful to you if you would supply,with any further
reasons than those so far tendered why the inhabitants bf the village
should view the traffic through the High Street with eqanimity.

I would point out that events have a way of
outstripping preparedness. -

Yours faithfully,

John|Purchese.

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, Lonpon S.E.1
Telegrams: Transminry, London, Telex
Telephone: waterloo 7999, ext.

Our reference: HGP 1L/42/068 3 November, 1962.

Your reference:

Dear Sir,

I refer to your letters of 29th September
and 29th October about the proposed by—pass for the
village of Bridge and to the petition in respect of the
same proposal zbout which you were in touch with
Mr. Leslie Thomas, the Member of Parliament for
Canterbury.

I am instructed to say that your communications have
been taken into account in the submission to the
Minister in addition to your further comments accompanying
the petition. I understand that the Minister is expected
to reply very soon now to Mr. Leslie Thomas, who in
turn will doubtless wish to inform you himself of the
outcome of this mabter within his constituency. In these
circumstances and in view of the Minister's consideration
of the matter, it is assumed that you will not expect any
further reply from officials of the Ministry to your
earlier letters.

Yours faithfully,

R:,éA_Eecrsﬁﬁ'_‘—————a

John Purchase Esq.,
"Rosebank"
High Street,
Bridge,
Canterbury Kente

GA.




17.11.1962

Leslie M. Thomas, MBE., TD., NP.,
House of Commons,
London, S.W.l

- att. Miss E. Kingston.

Dear Miss Kingston,
Thank you very much for forwrding the letter

addressed to Mr. Thomas from the Minister of Transport, and your suggestion
that I comment on this reply. I would only remark as follows:-

The Minister is quite correct to apply the funds of his Department on
a basis of priorities. I only question his Department's advice regarding
the priority given Bridge. I would have imagined that a more realistic
approach would have been suggested had the Ministry and K.C.C. engineers
who inspected the High Street, Bridge, recently, had they assessed
correctly the weight of traffic that will result by M2 being opened.
Although this figure is an unknown quantity as yet, the experience of the
villagers is that traffic has more than doubled during the past five years
and this alone should suggest a flood.

I regret that the fourth paragraph of the Minister's answer defeats my
comprehension. I understood that the choice of a Channel Tunnel or
Channel Bridge meant a basic choice of A2 or A20 as the major route to
London, depending on the relative point of entry into Britain.

If A2 traffic will be substantially reduced as the Minister says, what
Ministerial justification can there be for the tremendous expense of M2

already under construction ? Juring the past months I have been
corresponding with Mr. G. Davis of St. Christopher House. His name was
put forward by the Minister when I first raised this subject, and I was
given to understand that he was the official whose responsibility
encompassed Bridge. He has been very slow in answering my letters, and
now (8.11.1962) he has declined to answer my last two letters because
¥r. Thomas is in touch with the Minister. I assume that I would in no
way affect that correspondence if I now wrote to him and asked if he

ished al] tEg
rashed all my questions to be Foybad,thipdelottfaoheth 2 ¥IaoBhe™ Rdnks
$o Lr.niﬂoma ‘For %a&gﬂg up this matier, and to you for copyifig the
Minister's letter and so kindly forwarding the original.

Yours sincerely,

M.O.T. REF, HGP-14-42-068

DATE,

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

‘Rosebank’, High Street,
Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

17.11.1962

Mr. G. Davis, The Ministry of Transport,
St. Christopher House,
Southwark Street,
Londony, S.E.l1
Dear Mr. Davis,

My last reply from you was dated April 4th.,
1962. When I wrote to you on April 14th., 1962, my letter was answered
by Mr. L. Durrant; when I wrote to you on April 28th., 1962, my letter
was answered by Mr. F. Samuel; when I wrote to you on September 29th.,
1962 and again on October 29th., 1962, my letters were answered by MNr.
R. Pearson on November 8th..

I would be most grateful for a brief but
immediate answer from you personally to the following guestionsi=-

1) Are you still the Official elected by your Minister to answer my
letters, as being the person whose responsibility encompassed
Bridge 7

2) 1If so, do you propose to fulfill your capacity in this direction ?

3) In view of lir. Pearson's last paragraph regarding your Minister's
answer to Mr. Leslie Thomas, M.P., = a letier I have seen - do you
now require me to pass all my enquiries through the channel of
Member of Parliament/Minister of Transport/lr. Davis ?

I have notified Mr. Thomas of your apparent wish in this last direction

but I would respectfully submit that it would waste considerable

Parliamentary ability and Ministerial zeal.

I shall quite understand if you delay
comment on the points raised in this letter until due considération
has been given them, but I would point out that events have a way of
outstripping preparedness.

Yours faithfully,




19th

=
=]

IO

OB H Q-

BHouse of Commons,

Lonvon, .01

November 1S62

Our reference:
Your reference:

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LoNDON S.E.1
Telegrams: Transminry London Telex
Telephone: wATerloo 7999, ext.

Qqﬂovember, 1962.

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Mr. Davis who is a senior member in my branch has shewn me your personal
letter to him of 17th November. I wonder if I might try to clear up the doubts
you seem to have about where responsibility lies for dealing with Bridge's road

affairs?

As I am sure you will have appreciated it is the Minister who has been given
certain powers and responsibilities for roads. In turn, the Minister answers to
Parliament. It is the duty of officials to advise the Minister as he may require,
and that advice must be put together with many considerations in mind, and it
must often include the specialist advice of engineers and others.

It was therefore quite inaccurate for you to have described Mr. Davis as "the
official in charge of Bridge's traffic difficulties", or to have led people to
believe that he was the person to be persuaded to build a by-pass. He was, in fact
the official who on some occasions was deputed to reply to your letters. On other
occasions, others had that responsibility.

Should you wish to write to the Ministry further the correct way to address
your correspondence would 'ble tlo "The Secretary, Ministry of Transport", and %o
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INISTER’S VIEWS

OF BRIDGE
Sympathetic—but what if}
Channel Tunnel is built?

Mr. Ernest Marples, Minister of Transport, hasJ
entered the “fray” in the battle.for a by-pass|
for the traffic-hit village of Bridge, near Canterbury, |
on the main London - Dover A2.
This® follows =& petition|——————— |
signed by almost every adult |out of its proper place in the |
in Bridge. appealing for im-|queue 2at the expense of
provements—either a by-pass [another, and even more neces-
Oor urgent measures 1o re-|sary scheme elsewhere. He
strict the speed of cars hurt- | regretied that he could not at
ling through the 30 mp.h. |present fit the bufldinz of a |
Old-World High Street on by-pass of Bridge into the |
thetr way to Dover and Folke- |road programme.
stone. | Mr. Marples added: “There |
The cause of Brifige was | will no doubt be- some addi- |
Saken “'up by Mr. Leslie |tional trafic when the Med-|
Thomas, M.P. for Canterbury, |way Motorway is opén. But
who hés received a letter \what would be the effect of a
from Mr. Marples. | decision to build & Channel
The Minister said he was|Tunnel or Bridge?
fully aware that improve-| “Fither would mean major
ments were very desirable at!changes in the road pattérn
Bridge, and he had muchl in this area, and a substantial

sympathy with the local |reduction in trafic through
peoplé who wanted something | the village. Particularly in
done soon. Kent just now, roads must be
The Minister said that|planned with an eye firmly
Bridge could only be taken on the future” |

CAUGHT IN _
RADAR CHECK

Caught in a Police radar check
at Bridge on “November 23,
Stanley” E. Harris, of Dugstan
Seryice Station, Favershem, was
fined £3 by the St. Augustine’s
megistrates, at Canterbury, on
Wednesday, for driving his car
at 45 m.p.h. through 2 restricted
area, 2

William - R. Warwick; of 189
Earlham Grove, Forest Gate,
E.T, was/ fined £4 when , he
pleaded guilty to driving his car
2t 52 m.p.h. on the A.2, at Bridge,
on November 19, He also was
caught in a Police radar check.

After being caught in the same
check, Raymond 8S. Dixon,  of
Avoce, Seasalter Bench,  Sea-
salter, Whitstable, was fined £5
for driving his van a2t 47 m.p.h.

Pleading not guilty, Dixon said
that he knew Bridge was a
dzngerous spot 2nd on this par-
ticu'ar day he was following a
stream of traffic down the hill
and the stream ceme to a halt
shortly. after pessing the radar
check, T e

“I was not doing morgsthan
30 m.p.h.,” he said,

Traffic Sgt. J. A. Garrett
seid thet the speed equipment
wes erected in Bridge on the
Canterbury side, and (it was
checked, by @ patrol car and
found to be sccurate,

Dixon had one preyious cons
viction for speeding.

Kestisa Ghzérte 1.0 é3

Tee Avtliotop | lavdoe My eromes i yoedt,

162 |68 .




M.O.T. REF. HGP-14-42-068

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

‘Rosebank’, High Street,
Bridge, Canterbury, Kent, Bridge 485
3.3.1963

The Secretary,
The Einistry of Transport,
Southwark Street, S.E.l

= for circulation tos-
G. Davis, Esq.,
L. Durrant, Esq.,
F. Samuel, Esq.,
R. Pearson, Esq.
Gentlemen,

I am indebted to Mr. R.A. Pearson in his
letter dated Nov. 29th., 1962, for explaining the procedure to be
adopted when writing to the Ministry of Transport about the road
conditions through the village of Bridge. I note that a consortium
of officials may variously answer any one line of engquiry.

When I originally wrote to the Minister
(14.1.1962) asking to be put in touch with the official whose
responsibility encompassed Bridge, I expected that gentleman to reply;
but I now see that this was impossible under the structure of
responsibility within the Ministry.

Having explained this, I would like to
draw the Group's attention to the two enclosed photographs. The
smaller of the two shows the Archbishop of Canterbury crossing the
Bridge High Street on the occasion of the Induction of a new Vicar.
(16.2.1963) The Vicar leads and two Policemen — one the village
Sergeant — attend to see His Grace across the road. You will note
the brick wall at the foot of the photograph.

The second photograph shows this wall
after the impact of a lorry on the following Wednesday, February 20th,
1963. The lorry driver, Mr. Robert Holbrook, chose to hit the
wall rather than the village Constable's wife and child who were
walking along the pavement a foot or two away. 1 reported this
section of pavement as being 43" wide in Item C, Appendix One of
Notes attached to my letter to you of 30.1.1962. It has grown no

wider in the meantime, and Mrs. Bing and her child are lucky to be alive.
I should be grateful if the Ministry Group

would indicate what I am to tell the villagers when they mention road

of,

HGP/14/42/068 2= 3.3.1963

safety, and remark that M2 traffic to Dover and Folkestone will funnel
through this High 8treet until a By-Pass is achieved. I have your
Minister's original letter on file, in reply to Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P.,
so I should be grateful if in your answer you omit reference to the
By-Pass prospects and concentrate on the short-term policy of road

safety for this village this year when M2 opens.
I shall quite understand if you

delay comment on the points raised until due consideration has beeh
given them, but I would like to point out that events have a way of

outstripping preparedness.

Yours faithfully,

Hhertlisee.

John | Purchese.




BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN From: 8ir Leslie Thomas, MBE, TD, MP.

REF b el sebar Y & mons,
M.O.T. REF. HGP-14.42.068 ‘Rosebank’, High Street, ﬁousz of om

VA 10812 Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Rridyc 485
DATE. 3rd. Marel Q6 & )

London, S.78.1

oy MP.,

X{M Lv. PMJV-—-{

Thank you for your letter of 5rd llarch

the Hi >treet through Bridge, a
you to the ister of Transport,
respondence once more with the Ministry

previously been in touch.

I shall be interested to read the
Minister's reply.

: traffic accident
iver smashed down some

woman and child on the narrow (7514.»\’\ @h-(«-&(.,
ed, together with one showing
this section of road only

the new Vicar) with two Z:taAQ /
; { N ——

s what road safety
i when M2 was

in any way touches
swand I will see that

John Purchese Esq.
Rosebank,

High Street,
Bridge, Canterbury.

’

S e .
Johr| Purchese.
|




DIVISIONAL ROAD ENGINEER
(METROPOLITAN)
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LoNDON S.E.1
Telephone : Waterloo 7999 Extn.3297

S k}.pru, 1963.

Trunk Road A.2
Traffic Conditions
Bridge, Near Canterb: Kent

With reference to your letter dated 3rd March, 1963,
addressed to the Secretary of this Department, enclosing
two photographs:-

(a)WeArchbishop of Canterbury crossing Bridge
High Street 16th February, 1963.

{(b) A damaged wall due to an accident to a lorry
* on 20th February, 1963.

You will appreciate that the Archbishop would be
similarly escorted across any other traffic route he
might officially have to cross, and hence the incident has
no specific relevance to conditions in Bridge.

b |
i

So far as the accident to which you refer is
concerned, it is understood that it was due to weather
conditions. Snow was falling at the time, and the road
covered with snow and ice. No other vehicle was involved

/ and

J. Purchese, Esg.,
Rosebank,
High Street,
Bridge,
Nr. Canterbury,

Kent.
This paper is suitable for Dyeline Photocopying

e w— - e ———

and there is no indication that traffic conditions are
a contributdsyg factor.

As the damaged wall is being reinstated 4n its
original line, the owner has apparently not taken the
opportunity to have it set back to increase the width of
the footway, which as you state is very narrow at that
section.

With regard to short term measures, apart from those
minor improvements referred to in the last paragraph of
the Minister's letter of 15th November, 1962, replying to
Sir Leslie Thomas M.P., the existing kerb lines are to be
relaid, and the footpaths resurfaced.

The only effective way of improving matters would be
to provide a 24 ft. wide carriageway with 6 ft. wide
footways on each side. This could only be done at the
expense of demolishing a number of properties, (as
indicated by the red line on the enclosed plan), and
consequently despoiling the character of the village,
which I am sure you would deplore as much as we would.

Yours faithfully,

) TN

for Divisional Road Engineer.




AVE MEN

- A VILLAGE
| When lorry runs away down hill

ick thinking by two lorry drivers saved villagers
and coach passengers today as one of them went
out of control on a steep hill on the A2 London to Dover
road near Canterbury. The road was crowded with

holiday traffic. ¢ ey

The foot brake of one ot 209 spilied earth covered the
the lorries falled 20 yards plocked. : 1
from the crest of Bridge Hill BUT NO ONE WAS HURT.
as they began to din |~ b <.
the direction of Canterbury.
Half a mile in front of them
was the main streef of Bridge >
village. = y
. All 'the way down the hill,
l-driver Mark Andfews, 28, of
Bears End, Godfrey Walk, Ash-
| fird; Kent, fought to keep his
| two-ton lorrﬁ laden with six
tons of eartl g

Warning blast

To warn pedestrians and his
mate at the wheel of the other
iorry in front of him, which was
aden with eight tons of -
he kept up a blast on his hooter.

He said later: “ When the foot
brake failed I changed
into third gear and grabbed the
hand brake, but it would not
stop the lorry. :

“By. then I was going so fast

i)
¢ -/

¢4

Q

CatTkn

©

Blpe
)

|

Il & motor coach which had pulled
i| up on the other side of the road.
“I knew that if I hit the coach
'l T would go right through it. So
I rammed my mate's lorry. His
" lorty was pushed into the front
of the coach.” A

“1 hit bus’

The other driver, Brian Frew,
24, of Wellesley Villas, Ashford,
Kent, said; “He ran into the
back of me and swung me round.
and I hit the front of the bus.”
e N 3 A car which had been fol-
;| lowing the motor coach tried
\| to avoid the crash and was in |
3| collision with the side of the
.| coach,

‘Women moyE)pers screamed |
and one ran into a garage next

door t0 a grocery shop to escape |-
the lorries as they crashed on
their - wrong side of the road
outside the garage. Broken glass

0718
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M.O.T. REF, HGP-14-42.068

DATE,

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

‘Rosebank’, High Street,

Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

15441963

The Secretary,

The Ministry of Transport,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.l

- for circulation to:-

G« Davis, Esq.,

L. Durrant, Esq.,

F. Samuel, Esq.,

R. Pearson, Esq., ;
and G.D. Hewett, Esg. of the

Divisional Road Engineer's Dept., ref: RDL/34/6171.

Gentlemen,
I am indebted to Mr. G.D. Hewett for
acting as Group spokesman in reply to my letter of March 3rd. 1963.
He kindly pointed out that the Police escort to the Primate when
crossing Bridge High Street was irrelevant, and that with regard
to the wall being demolished by a skidding lorry there was no
indication that traffic conditions were a contributory factor.

Could I draw the Group's attention %o
the enclosed photographs taken last Saturday morning (13.4.1963).
They show an incident at the southern end of the village High Street
involving two 8 ton ballast-laden lorries, a single-decker 'bus
belonging to the East Kent Road Car Company, and a private car.
No doubt I shall be instructed that this inecident is irrelevant
and that traffic conditions were not a contributory factor; but I
would like the Group to examine carefully photograph No. 248/11
which shows the principally damaged lorry being removed past the
new road being constructed to serve Bridge Farm Estate. In view
of all these new homes with garages opening directly into the
High Street can the Group say that there will be no danger in
Bridge after the opening of M2 and before the By-Pass is a fact ?

mf

HGP/14/42/068. -2 15.4.1963

The only short term policy advanced by
Mr. Hewett was to chop away the houses on either side of the High
Street, to create trunk road conditions through the centre of the
village. I would respectfully submit that this move would merely
increase the speed of the traffic and enlarge the dangers.

It could be that traffic lights at each
end of the village - allowing one-way working - would impede the
traffic, but it would slow it down. Possibly the Ministry Group
however, would not wish to expend public funds beyond the example
of Graveley on Al, where a notice says:"Please drive slowly through

the village:. I have waited 15 months for a direct
answer to the report that lMr. R.P. Beddows (Head of the East Kent
Road Car Company) had said:"To my mind there is no doubt that the
completion of the Medway Towns Motorway is going to mean heavy
additional traffic on the A2 road between London and Dover".

Possibly the Group could now, in
consultation, comment directly on this statement and offer a few
constructive suggestions as short term measures to ensure road safety
in the village of Bridge. I shall quite understand if comment is
delayed until due consideration has been given the points raised,
but I would point out that events have a way of outstripping prepared-
ness.

Yours faithfully,

John|Purchese.

Enc. Photograph No. 248/5

showing the lengthy skid marks.

Photograph No. 248/8 showing

the principally damaged lorry.

Photograph No. 248/7 showing

the second damaged lorry.

Photograph No. 248/11 showing

the road to Bridge Farm Estate.

(Please refer to letter 244.1962 Photograph K in Appended

Notes, Addendum 2).

Thank you for the relaying of kerb-stones and

Post-Scriptum.
pavements. The work is well in hand.

—




M.O.T. REF. HGP-14-42-.068

‘Rosebank’, High Street,

15.4.1963

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

Sir L.K. Thomas, MBE., TD., WP.,
House of Commons,
London, S.W.1l

Dear Sir,

I wrote on March 3rd. to say that I was in touch
with the Ministry of Transport officials in regard to the short
term road safety measures for the village of Bridge. I promised
%o let you have a copy of their reply, and enclosed you will find
this together with a newspaper cutting which I believe will
explain my second letter to the Ministry, a copy of which I also

e o I am grateful to you for your kind interest in

the matter, and I am quite sure that any prodding I can do towards
creating safer road conditions through this Village after M2
has been opened will receive your continued interest.

Naturally, any further correspondence received
from the Ministry officials will be copied and forwarded to you.
You will note a string of names at the commencement of my letter.
The reason is that some time or another each of these gentlemen
has been given the job of replying to me. Since I hold that
each hand of the Ministry should know of its partners moves, I
have taken the small precaution of asking for my letter to be
circulated to this group - and I refer to them as you will see
as the Ministry Group. It overlaps both advisers to the Minister
and the Department of the Divisional Road Engineers.

Yours sincerely,

Jo. .

Inc., Copies of correspondence

and newspaper cutting.
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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LoNDON S.E. 1
Telegrams: Transminry, London, Telex
Telephone: waterloo 7999, ext.

Our reference: A 234/19/01 / [4 \
Your reference: April, 1963.

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter and enclosures of
15th April to the Secretary about conditions on trunk
road A.2 through Bridge. Your letter has been referred
to the Divisional Road Engineer, Metropolitan Division,
who will be replying to you on completion of enquiries.

Yours faithfully,

/w/

D. T. HEWLETT

John Purchese, Esq.,
Rosebank,
High Street,

PPP

o

From: Sir Leslie Thomas, MBE, TD, MP,

BHouse of Commons,

London, S.7H.1

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Sir Leslie has gone
rest after his attack of bronchi
so I am therefore writing on his t
you for your letter and enclosure
conditions in Bridge.

I will of course s
soon as he gets back next week.

B

John Purchese, Esgq.,
Rosebank,

High Street,

Bridge,

Canterbury.




DIVISIONAL ROAD ENGINEER
(METROPOLITAN)
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LoxpoN S.E.x
Telephone: waterloo 7999 BExte3297

Our reference:  RDDie WGT71- QL
Eo e | May, 1963,

Dear Sir,

Traffic Conditions I
Trunk Road A2,
Bridge, near Canterbury, Kent.

Beferring to your letter of 15th April, 1963, the
first paragraph indicates an apparent misunderstanding
of the comments about the two photographs ((a) the
Primate, and (b) the wall dameged by a lorry), in the
letter sent to you on the 5th April, 1963, to which I
would refer you.

The general situation regarding road improvements I
in this Country as a whole, has been fully explained |
in the Minister's letter of the 15th November, 1962,to ;
your locsl Member of Parliament, and while there has I
been no attempt to dispute that traffic conditions in I
Bridge are unsatisfactory, it is meintained that they i
are not unique, and are matched in many other places.

There is therefore no specific justification for Bridge

to be singled out for special priority.

The most effective short term measure at present,
so far as Bridge is concerned, is for you to press the
Police to enforce the speed restriction rigorously.

Yours faithfully,

E et s
J. Purchese, Esq. - :
Boeebank: s for Divisional Road Engineer
High Street,
Bridge, GDH/JVD

Near Centerbury, Kent,

Canterbury Division Conservative and Unioni&t Association

Parliamentary Representative: SIR LESLIE THOMAS, M.BE, T.D., M.p.

President  Alderman Mrs, G. R. Hews, C.B.E. Agent and Secretary £ C.F. Brown
Chairman L. E. Hart, Esq., 1P.
Hon, Treasurers U, H. B. Alexander, Esq. 9, Hawks Lane,
E, Parker, Esq., C.B.E,, F.C.A.
Canter /
Asst. Hon. Treasurer P.T.C. Wright, Esq. bury.

Telephone : Canterbury 4187

7th May, 1963,

Dear Mr,., Purchese,

With reference to your appointment with Sir Leslie
Thomas on Saturday, 18th May at these offices, I am sorry to
inform you that Sir Leslie has been taken ill and won't be
able to do interviews on tkat date or for another month,

I shall be handling this side of his affairs while
he is mway and if I can help you at all please let me know.

Yours sincerely,
2;, ; LS

AGENT & SECRETARY.

John Purchase, Esq,,
"Rosebank,"
High Street,

BRIDGE,
Cantebury.




BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

M.O.T. REF, HGP-14-42-068 ‘Rosebank’, High Street,

M.O.T. REF. HGP-14-42.068 ‘Rosebank’, High Street,
Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

= Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485 ‘
DATE, | D "
= 13.7.1963 : T 13.7.2963
s Continuation.

The Chief Constable of Kent,
County Police H.Q.,

.

I have appreciated the way in which your Traffic

2:;::011:::«-1& - b’ Division regularly sites ite Radar speed check gear in the village.
‘ I regard these attempts on the part of the
- Sir, I ‘ Ministry to farm out responsibility for what will happen in this
| village to any other organisation but its own as an example of

I have been in communication with the Ministry of
Transport for more than a year concerning the dangers to pedestrians
and drivers alike to be found in the High Street, Bridge, on A2.
The Ministiry several times has said that the attitude to the problem of Bridge High Street, I should be most teful
responsibility for keeping traffic speed down is that of the Police. A copy of this correspondence is being sent t’ Sir Lesli o g
| For example on March 22nd., 1962, ¥r. G. Davis for the Ministry saids Fi keep him informed of the situation ] ° Sir € Thomas to
"With regard to the speed limit signs it is noted that your concern is =
| rather for the observance, by drivers, of the speed limit. Enforcement
of this is a matter for the police and does not fall within ny
Minister's jurisdiction."” | )
Mr. Harples himself, on the subject in a letter to
Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P., said:"I know that some residents have complained [ Tours faithfully,
to me about the speed of vehicles through the village. But although I
decide about the imposition of a speed limit, it is not my responsibility
%o enforce it. The recent speed checks by the police are evidence,
however, of their determination to do 80." (15.11.1962). ——8 !
The linister's appreciation of your efforts in this i ' \
field does not seem to be shared by the Divisional Road Engineer, for I 73 (
whom ¥r. G. D. Hewett wrote on May lst. 1963: "The most effective short i P Yt
term measure at present, so far as Bridge is concerned, is for you to My
press the Police to enforce the speed restriction rigomrously.”
This advice was all that the Ministry could offer
me when I asked what physical plans they had for the interim period
when M2 was completed to Faversham and before the Bridge By-Pass was &
reality. This is the period I fear, and the key to my present campaign.
The village Police do an excellent job in stationing
themselves at the roadside for hours at a time during peak traffic periods,
but this prevents their doing more productive Police work during this time, ot

e

bureucratic ineptitude, and have told them so.
If you would care to' comment on the Police

T —p—
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Joo THAY P.0. Box No. 11,
n K3 Police Headquarters,
} Your Ref, B3Pa1L 12,068 Sutton Road, MAIDSTONE
| Our Ref. 104/50/48 ES/GIB ............ 15th. July, ..... 1963.
& Dear Sir,

High Street, Bridge, A.2.

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the.13th . July,. 1963.,. .
which will receive attention.

Yours faithfully,

R. D. LEMON,
Sw 5762 es1374 Chief Constable of Kent.

20.7-63
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From: Sir Leslie Thomas, MBE, TD, MP.

Houge of Commonsg,

London, S.04.1

Rirebo. s

Thank you for your le
copy of one you have sent to

ocGer

I shall
morning, at I
could come along

John Purchese, &sq.
Ro:s ank,
4 +
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{ 2 & 4 Another 11 miles of the Med-
Ir: oS "=°_ B Os g way Motorway will open today
~ = o ® R 3 ® (Friday) in time for the pre-
S B = g S g % Bank Holiday traffic. It will take
= & S 2 ns (4] = the M.2 clear of Sittingbourne
= (=} S ® e and will leave only the last 1%
8 = 2 e, = miles to Brenley Corner to be
= =3 = 2 o 2 completed.
-
g z 2 3 2 5 ® [ The first 13 miles of the new
g a3 N = 5 o road were opened by the Mini-
] = 3 1y S 3 = ‘|ster of Transport (Mr. Ernest
5 2 (pd 2 2 > B Marples) justﬂibefgre W!éxttsm:i.
= £ 5 =) =7 = 8 | | bringing * traffic from 100!
= g g = S o c:é across the Medway Bridge and
=2 = - =2 - \3 >4 | |as far as Stockbury Valley.
& 2 :
< <] g & This second ‘section will mean
F ) =3 = 5 \B that the Motorway will continue -
8 Q o g -S =8 from the Stockbury Viaduct to
= > 2 @ (=) =R o the interchange with the Faver-
= 3 2 o i 9 sham-Ashford road (A.251) just
l south of Faversham. 3
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and rejoin the A2 on the out-
skirts of Faversham. London-
bound traffic from Canterbury
f{and Thanet Way will use the
same route.

In a statement announcing
the opening of-the second sec-
tion, a Ministry of Transport
spokesman says, * At peak
periods of holiday pressure,
there will be some inconvenience
and delay to motorists at this
point.

GO |
SLOW

* 3 miles from Canterbury on the Dover

“But Sittingbourne can expect
to share at once in the spectacu-
lar relief from traffic congestion
which, since Whitsun, the Med-
way Towns—until this summer
one of the worst and longest
traffic bottlenecks in Britain—

have enjoyed.” £

The remaining section of the
26-mile Motorway still to be — i
completed runs from the A,251
interchange to Brenley Corner,

whem e e mofees i SUPPORT BRIDGE BY-PASS

terbury and Dover. |
The Ministry says that work PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE, ‘ROSEBANK", MIGH. ST., BRIDGE, KENT !

on this' section is ‘“well ad- 3

vanced.” f

‘Peoy

Road. You can’t miss it !
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M.O.T. REF, HGP-14-42-068

DATE,

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

‘Rosebank’, High Street,

Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

28.7.1963

The Automobile Associagtion,
Fanum House,

Coventry Street,

London, W.l

Dear Sirs,

The opening of the M2 lotorway has brought about a
great increase in traffic through the little village of Bridge, which
is situated 3 miles south of Canterbury on the Dover and Folkestone
road. The threat of increased traffic was seen some time
ago, and the Minister of Transport has promised a by=pass in due

ety =2 The situation at the moment however is one giving

concern, and the Ministry of Transport have been quite unable or
unwilling to give any help in the problem of slowing down traffic
through the narrow High Street, which has been the subject of two
broadcasts by the B.B.C. "Town and Country" programme.

As both a member of the A.A. (K14756487) , and as

organiser of the campaign to wake up the Hinistry to its Tresponsibilities,

can I ask one thing of the Automobile Association ? There have this
weekend, by Sunday mid-morning, been three accidents in the High Road
involving vehicles, in one case severe injuries were caused. The
Kinistry will not sign-post the road as dangerous. Would the A.A.
put signs up at each end of the village, at the top of the hill
leading to the village in each case, saying something along the lines
of "DANGER AHEAD - narrow village street". I have in mind that next
weekend in Britain is a Bank Holiday, and traffic will be incresed
even more, and many people will be trying the M2~A2 route to Dover
for the first time for years.

If you want to contact the Ministry, telephone
WATerloo 7999, asking for Mr. G. Davis or Ur. L. Durrant who hawe
knowledge of the situation here. The Chief Constable of Kent, lir.
R.Ds Lemon at Maidstone, is also well aware of the situation.

Yours sincerely,

M.O.T. REF, HGP-14-42-068

DATE,

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

‘Rosebank’, High Street,
Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

28.7.1963

5

The Secretary,

The Ministry of Transport,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.1

~ for circulation tos-

G. Davis, Esq.,

L. Durrant, Esq.,

F. Samuel, Esqgs.,

R. Pearson, Esq.,

and G.D. Hewett, Esq., of the

Divisional Road Engineer's Dept., ref: RDL/34/6T71.

Gentlemen,
I am again indebted to Mr. G.D. Hewett
for acting as Group spokesman, in reply to my letter of April 15th.,
1963. My delay in taking up his answer is purely due to my having
been in Kenya for a time, and I apologise for keeping the Group waiting.

You say, Gentlemen, that the most effective
short term measure at present, so far as Bridge is concerned, is for
me to press the Police to enforce the speed restriction rigorously.
I have communicated your short term measure to the Chief Constable of
Kent, Mr. R.D. Lemon, of P.0. Box No. 11, Police Headquarters, Sutton
Road, Maidstone; and am awaiting his reply with interest. Naturally,
I shall ensure that you hear his views.

Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P., granted me an
interview last week, and I believe that he is now aware of the situation
in Bridge, and intends to ask your Minister a question in the House.

The opening of the second section of M2
this weekend has resulted in greatly increased traffic through Bridge,
with three accidents involving vehicles up to 11.0 a.m. on Sunday
morning, one with serious injury involved. Possibly in view of this,
the Group would apply itself a little longer to the interim problem of
Bridge High Street, and favour me with some constructive suggestions.
I shall quite understand if comment is delayed until due consideration
has been given the points raised, but I would point out that events
have a way of outstripping preparedness = as I believe I~ have said
before.

Yours faithfully,

Enc. New pamplet.




M.O.T. REF. HGP-14-42.068

DATE.

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

‘Rosebank’, High Street,

Bridge, Canterbury, Kent, Bridge 485

29.7.1963

¥ The District Organiser,
Transport & General Workers Union,
1, Woodville Road,
Maidstone, Kent.

Dear Sir,
Your members must have found the opening of the
M2 motorway a great convenience after the drag through the Medway

on that score. However, the improvement of one section of road
sometimes brings great strain on another section, and this is true
of the village of Bridge, 3 miles south of Canterbury. We are

here experiencing a flood of traffic, especially heavy goods, that
has surprised even those campaigning for road improvement. There

is a narrow High Street, with houses opening straight on to the road,
and pavements where two people cannot walk abreast — this at the end
of a hill in each direction. You can imagine the comcern of

local people. I well know that Unions circularise their Shops
with information from time to time, and I am wondering if the wording
of the enclosed pamphlet could be copied into such a general bulletin.
It is, after all, in the drivers' interests to know of these danger
spots. I have been badgering the Ministry of Transport for over a
year, knowing that the M2 would bring this heavy and dangerous traffic.
There were three accidents with vehicles, one serious, during the past

week-end. 4s a Shop-Steward myself, in the Association of
Cinematograph, Television and Allied Technicians, affiliated to the
T.U.C., I know that I do not ask in vain when I put tkhis matter to

you. ILives are at stake, those of the villagers - and your members.

Yours sincerely and fraterngll ’

John Purchese.

¥ Mr. E.3. Buke
Roed Trv’fv&‘,cf’. (owumercit Dadinek bffwes
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THE AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION

FANUM HOUSE PLEASE QUOTE
LEICESTER SQUARE REFERENCE

LONDON,W.C. 2 HY/CGS/SBS

TELEPHONE
WHITEHALL 1200

EXT. N°345

John Purchese Esq.,
Rosebank,
High Street,

Bridge, Canterbury, Kent 31st July 1963

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of the 28th July from which we have
noted the observations you have made on the effect which traffic has
had on the village of Bridge, following the opening of the M.2.
motorway.

The Association's authority for the-erection of traffic signs
is however limited to the provision of temporary signs only, for short
periods, on occasions suchias special events which necessitate the
particular direction of traffic, and-diversions of traffic as a result of
road repairs, etc. It is very much regretted therefore that we are
unable to help you in the manner you desire, since the provision of >
permanent traffic signs is a matter for the appropriate highway authority.

We will however take the opportunity of passing your communication
to the Area Secretary at our Maidstone Office, who is responsible for all
our local affairs in Kent, in order that he may be aware of the conditions
to which you refer,

Yours faithfully,

(s Iare—{ o A
C.Godfrey Sith,
for Manager, Highways Dept.

THE WORLD'S LARGEST MOTORING ORGANISATION




TELEX No. 89132
MAIDSTONE 4781

KENT COUNTY CONSTABULARY

All Official Ccmmumt;(vom should be addressed to " The Chief Constable of Kent ™
e P.O. BOX No. 11,
SUTTON ROAD,
331. MAIDSTONE
104/50/48.
HGP-14-068.
1st August, 1963,
Dear Sir,

Traffic Conditions, High Street,
(A.2 Bridge).

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
the 13th July, 1963, the contents of which are noted.

The problenm at Bridge, of course, is well known to
the police, and is one common to many of the villages in
the county where a heavy trafficked main road passes
through the centre of a village with the resultant dangers,
and the only satisfactory solution can be the provision
of a by-pass.

So far as cases of speeding are concerned I assure
you that my officers &ive as much attention ag possible
to the section of the 4.2 trunk road through Bridge and
this will continue to be done.

Yourg faithfully,

‘&4 Chief Cohé%e o;Z Kent.

Mr. J. Purchese,
'Rosebank’',
High Street,
Bridge,
Canterbury,
Kent.

T

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, Lonpon S.E.1
Telegrams: Transminry, London, Telex
Telephone: waterloo 7999, ext,

Our reference: HGP 110/ h2/ 068

Your reference:

")\ August, 1963

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 27th July about the
traffic conditions at Bridge.

It is noted that you have spoken to Sir Leslie
Thomas, M.P. on the same subject. The Minister has
now received a letter from Sir Leslie, about Bridge,
and he will be replying to him as soon as possible,
In these circumstances it is assumed that Sir Leslie
mey wish to inform you himself of the outcome.

Yours faithfully,

Mm

John Purchese Esq.
'Rosebank, !

High Street,
Bridge,
Canterbury,

Kent,

This paper is suitable for Dyeline Photocopying




Crased Into
Wall

Motorist In !
Hospital

Early on Sunday morning a
(car driven by Edwin B. Crook,
{of Brenley Lodge, Boughton,
|crashed—from what cause is
|unknown—into a wall at the
| junction of High Street and
{Conyngham Lane, Bridge. The
|¢ar was considerably. damaged
and the driver was taken to the’
Kent "and Canterbury. lospital
|and detained with a dislocated |
right hip, cuts, bruises and |

shock,

Kentish Gazette; August 2, 1962

N e e
Through The Churchyard
In regard to the possibility of

a right-of-way belng established

| through Bridge Churchyard to

the entrance to Bourne Park, to
avoid. e present danger to

pedestrians on Bridge "H 1],

where there was no pavement, it

waCs reported that the Viear and

3

were prepared to consider Audi-
cating ‘a right-of-way provided
no_expense fell upon thern,

Clir. G. 8. Cobbett asked if the
work could be carried out hefore
the start of the autumn term in
view of the fact that, with re-
duced school bus facilities, more
chiliren would be: endangered
when coming from the Bourne
Park entrance.

The Clerk said that no promise
could be made as there ivere
certain procedures to be carried
out but, as far as his office was
concerned, the matter would be
! | expedited.

Dancer Corner

Silence
Since no. further i ormation
has been fnrthcoming?‘gficm the
| Ministry of Transport econcern-
ine the proposed Brid; by-pass,
the Clerk has been instructed to

| Ppress for a reply. et

Jlages Tor Dacconmars

Ak Wenald 7 .q .G

~ BRIDGE
. MEANS
DANGER

The dangers of the A2 at the
village of Bridge may be the sub-
ject of a question in the House
of Commons, says Mr. J. Pur-
chese, who is campaigning for
the construction of the village
by-pass to be expedited.

Mr. Purchese said this weelk
that Canterbury's = M.P;, Sir
Leslie Thomas, had promised to
put a question to the House—
and that he had also promised
full support.

Meanwhile, Mr. Purchese is
continuing his campaign for im-
provements to the A2 and for
an alternative route.

He is organising the distribu-
tion of pamphlets which say
“BRIDGE MEANS DANGER—
GO SLOW” to every house in
the village, and is giving out
car-stickers.

Already he has written to the
Transport and General Workers’
Union" protesting against the
amount of heavy goods traffic
which goes through the village,
and also to the Automobile As-
sociation asking for “Danger”
signposts to be erected,

The campaign has been in
progress for some time, but as
yet has achieved no tangible re-
sult, “But,” says Mr. Purchese,

“the campaign is by no means
dead.”

e ——
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were sympathetic and|

51

M.

travelling through Bridge

towards Londdlm saw this warning this week. Its appear-
ance was a mystery. = <

rBriclge People Want to Live
HETHER, the strictly un-
o " “Slow, people live
here';@‘ﬁlvjtice, displayed in
Bridge,~had any effect on speed-
ing motorists, is doubtful,  but
there can be no .doubt whatever
that it is high time something
‘was done to check the behaviour
of many drivers who swoop
down through the village. There
have ‘been protests for many
years, publicity of all kindsg in
the Press and: on the air 'and
still, T am assured, many local
people go in fear.
 Oné day last week I arrived a
few minutes after a near-miss
and while a pedestrian who had
escaped by inches was still hav-
ing a few words with an equally
angry but quite ‘unrepentant
young man in a car, The pedes-
trian was almost speechless, for
herhad just been told off in no
uncertain terms for “cluttering
up " the road. y
When I came away he was
threatening  to  follow . the
example of French villagers,
whose methods of slowing down
road-hogs is to dig a few chan-

‘their villages. Of course, he will
do nothing of the kind. In this
country, we are much too law-

|| abiding to do anything illegal—
|| except, apparently, the far toa |:

many motorists who drive
\through Bridge.

nels across the approaches to |:

‘!&ﬁsh Gazette,

Kentish Gazette, Septernber 27, 1963

“BRIDGE_
PEOPLE LIVE
HERE”

To the Editor,

Bridge village is expanding—
more houses; more children; more
old people; more cars; more
accidents? If all near-misses and
minor accidents, as. well as the
more serious ones, became news,
the total would indeed be really
alarming, and greater pressure
applied for positive action. -

DOUGLA

X A. LEWIS,
1 Weston Villas, %
Bridge.

—_—

October 4, 1963

Kewlol.

Grogatle -
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vehicles bassed: through, the yil-
: ) 4 : | But the object . B the VIIE
"L petrol filling station in the High Street, Some 82 have signed 200" hia “owh perscral e perfoas this S in 6700, T
-a petition in favour of the filling station. But a further 75 have | was that this point of the village | ingicated o necs .for?a 'th‘rée?;lhxf:

signed a petition against it, warning of the traffic hazards in petror “miie right place for 2 carriageway, WHereas the b
‘ d = Fﬁerges‘ﬂ ling ft!‘i)ﬂon—WhOSVBl"sent road was‘only 18 feet wide
the wllage. 2 3 } The )‘JE‘S‘:'" mig] }t’& i h and grossly overloaded, It was
! The two petitions came into. conflict on Wednesday at the thought, wotlg b or hoy g, (Probably worse. now, g
 Bridge-Blean Rural District Council offices, Canterbury. aitbouh. he \was not  against yudarC LY v’;“‘&‘;g,’:g;"‘;gbiﬁc?r*
Village Proverties Ltd. (man- ___ - ., liSome shops on the site. sof the one petrol ﬂll'ir?g E{afx:n--‘
fistog [dinector, ' Mr. Frederick [N YN o < ax;re'éieﬁ“'b‘fﬁfr 0f Transport had in the village. © '; : §
: were appealing agal { i s blanning permis-; a7y gk i =
{gisua)ent COunng' Council's re-| I§ Isﬂvery awkward for|sion should be- refused becausegneeull x’((l)gnnlnott?ll:rkﬁltl}i]:re ‘fxstian"“‘
[fusal of planning permission for People to fill up there—and he is{it would increfise traffic hazards. pa seid. i S asuon, §
& Slling station. not open on Saturday afternoons! The Kent County Council Was that ﬁ
|, Mr. C. E. Schoefield, Q.C., for &nd Sundays :

FOR OUR SAKE &

M AT VEry, Very rare

s thile: ple l‘uirlll Ol;t_ﬁ" ;then it
IS = People run out of petrol in | thought furth inggt AeaRaOWIL S Yo 2k isald i)
4 llants, spoke of . the A 3 1ght a further petrol filling; A tH
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with his 75-signature petition. Al lived in Dig: oy et ade known later,
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|appeliants, and there was quite He estimated that by the time [would be s.‘nortlys des?gorﬁx{;:xhgs}::?
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*jlecltoetdogog tlfe vixlagel,’ including the proposed housing develop-|an area of outstanding natural

ment was finished, the Dopula- | beauty.

cil estate. i Y

;h-ll%ggev&ﬁ-:nails:sothEF T ouses ;mnb] dof Bridge would  be It was an attractive village, ! R ACTION WRITE :

lin that area, and trafic from °¥h 2 C A With many High Street buildings| 5

jthese used two very narrow, The o ancll proposed to de-|included in the Minister of Hous-| i

[Fadeto gt on to e An. . frioer D, elgt of land Toafic|ingunthin e Ministenof ol

E Imost cer- 1 s v visiona ist of buildings~ of | 8 e

\talll:' That %:-?uglel 2xt?zre. traﬁt:'ap-f]hc““ts road, rather than |special iparchitectural “or  his-| i The SeC., Mlnlstry Of Tl'ansport,

fwould be using the broad Bridge'na‘rrow ne, which was very. tc}:xlca] interest,

. £ > n

[Farm Estate road. { Ex-Police Sergeant at Bridge‘{ of a new petrol fil] i i

{ “One of the reasons for saying 3 petro; ing statxon‘ i

‘this is an exce]l;:t i?ei;%l'ih:tiﬁgfe&ﬁ;gg.“}:i‘?ﬁ:;u:éreiﬁglinto the heart of this Dleasant | 1 Southwal'k St.’ London’ S.E-I

{)oecf%]r;mc?r;,;?lon auh;elhe ma]glsaid that there was a demand for|to cause serious harm. 6 o

'road,” he said % hood flling station_in the appearance,” he saiy. 4 petrol
4 & | village, especially at weekendslfiiling station would have a very

Condemned and'in the evenings. t o 2 i

The site involved the de- He was often asked whe: cet’ picture from shops. and

imolition of some 150-200-year-old } drivers could get petrol and he) uSess and. £ . i not-~visually '
picturesque cottages, But these|had known of many people wh atceptable.” ’ AFETY roR B -
had been condemned as unfit for had run out of petrol _in_ the] “Planwing permission had been
babitation and would have to be ' village, particularly during the;] given to ‘the owner of the other
demolished in any case. summer. i |filling station in the.yillage: to f
A petition signed by 82 people He estimat_ed that there were| de i i
had been addressed to the|now three times more cars in that a forecourt could be pro-
Minister of Transport express- Bridge than when he first went! vigag This would improve ' the

ing the need for further filling |there seven years ago—and there facilities - without making : such J
facilities in Bridge. would be more. an impression .on. thevillage
Mr. Schoefield said that it was Architect Mr, Robert W. Paine| ctreet picture, as ' would .the| PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE. ROSEBANE HIGH ST, BRIDGE

also proposed to build shops on {said that he was called in ti creation. of  an entirely new |
i ; i

(the other side of the estate |consider the site after the origi-| station,

access road. nal application had been TE"! Bridge was less than three | ]
" People can live here, shop |jected. miles from the centre of’ Can- ! . -
here and fill up with petrol here |~ Mr. Paine, an adviser to the! terbury, % where there wereI 1Ssued 1 (y .10 63 Bt hannsel .

—and only once, at the conclu- | Civic Trust, said the cottages numerous:. garages. and filling
sion of all this—need they de-{which would be demolished Were stations. There were, other facili- |
baueh on to the main road, This
is highly desirable from a traffic
point of view."”

Chairman  of Bridge Parish
Council, Mr. Herbert T. Price.
of Linton Cottage, Bridge, said
the plans had come before his
Council and it had decided un-
animously  that. thig filling
station was a desirable asset,

"1t is & thing the village needs
badlv,” he said,

“The. village street is ve!
narrow. and . motorists canni

%nll ,qll’i,jg ﬁ l_gg{)_ filling at }

their usefulness. |no real need for an additiona!l |
“It is not a necessary corol- station at Bridge.
lary of having a filling station He pointed out.that the Mini-
that it should be an eyesore,” he| ster had preyiously /' dismissed
said. two appeals for pPlanning per-
Mr. Nason, of Cotterell Court,| mission for Alling_ stations—one
Petham, said that four of the a half-mile on thé? Canterbury
five cottages on the sites had|side of the appeal  site jand
been condemned and the Whole| another neny the Red?Lion pub-
block would have to come down, lic house. Both were  dismissed
mt was decided to bulld a filling| beeause of the traffic objections
ation because so many. people e urged . that the  appeal
had been to him to say it was| should be dismissed, 5 |
8 wonderful site for one and it| ' Mr. Geo rey D. Hewett, of the
Was urgentlv required.. “K.CC’s Divisional ¥, Road En-|
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., Here’s how the youngsters of Bridge slowed down traffic in t he village on Sunday—and put forward their plea for a by-pass.

Young ones fight for
| village saiety

The young people of Bridge have taken the lead to get a

by-pass

for the village. They are organising a campaign

to bring the dangers of speeding traffic to the notice of

the Minister of Transport

Bridge lies on the busy A2

Ddon  to  Dover road, just
south of Canterbury. The half-
timbered houses nestle between
two steep hills,

Cars. coming from and on
their way to the Continental
ferries af Dover pass through
L_h: ng:llnbﬁe's ngrrow main street

ere have n
accidents, Dy

Says 20-year-old Brian is,
Organiser of the campaign: “ We
Telt it was time we had a say
in the matter, Many of us have

near accidents and we
thought it was time our protest
was heard,

“More and more traffic is

passin% through the village now |
th

at the fast M.2 motorway is
open. Our narrow main street
was just not made to carry this
sort of ffic.”

tra

The young people, most of
them teenage members of the
local youth club, have already
held "a protest march and
successfully slowed down traffic
while they paraded up and down
the High Street with banners.

They haye also organised a
pemia{l which was signed by 90
per cent of the village's 750
Population;

“We plan to have
marches End protests,”
Lewis, 3

] front of it.

more
says Mr.

|

Kok | Gagale (R-i0/63 —=

e T
‘Teenagers march ¢
for safer road !

Fifty teenagers marched through
“the village of .Bridge, on the
|Canterbury to. Dover road yester-:|
|day protesting against the speed!
of traffic, (4
Their organiser, 20 -year - old
Brian Lewis, said ; “ We want a r
by-pass. But the Ministry of
'n-ansg:nrt won't take any noticel
until the corpses are laid out in

Dl Exprem. |14 10012

YOxg-aniser,' 20:ygag=old Brian Lewis, hands round “Go Slow”
- - leaflets tq;thctm:i‘féhc,rs;

2 : 5 : £ s ! v‘
e . ) L 2l 3 2 3
Bridge Traffic Problem
. 5
Over 35 feenagers went on a|, E‘: r"“(’fg‘:‘fgei nsf.h‘;orb:u: ns::fr .

protest march through the busy

village of

Bridge on Sunday
affernoon. They carried banners
profesting against the speed of

traffic through the village. And

they handed out “go sl
to crawl behind the procession.

ke dGt. Easent

2 -lo-'63

B e ———————

| “Ydung villagers stage

danger protest march

FIFTY ~ young  people,
carrying banners,
marched  through their

home village of Bridge on
Sunday; protesting against
the dangers to villagers
from motorists who pass
through on the A2 ‘to
Dover.

Residents of the rapidly-
growing  village, three
miles east of Canterbury,
are getting more worric |
about traffic speed ing
through the narrow, wind-
ing main street.

They feel, as aceidents
mount, that the situation
is likely to become chronic,

The remedy? A by-pass.

This will allow the vil-
lage to revert to the quiet
hamlet the heavy beams
and narrow lanes charac-
terise.

A petition organised by
the young people in Bridge
2 short time ago was
signed by almost every
householder in the area,

Bridge
wants a
by-pass

It called on the Ministry
of Transport to provide a
by-pass or make some
other arrangement for the
safety of the village.

“But we haven’t heard
any more about it,” says
20-year-old Brian Lewis,
who was responsible for
Sunday’s march,

He lives at Weston-villas,
which is on a bend . the
centre of the village.

*“The M2 motorway has
been brought down as far
as Faversham, so all the
traffic that used to go down
the A20 to Folkestone now
uses the motorway because
two-thirds of the distance
is a dual carriageway.

“That means the volume
of traffic through Bridge

has increased ' tremen-
dously.

“And the road through
the village is just not wide
enough to cope,  particu-
larly with heavy lorries.

“The danger must have
increased  beecause the
police are always setting
up radar traps here.

“Continental traffic is
increasing all the " time,
and if the Channel tunnel
is built, more industry will
come down.”

Mr. Lewis could think of
several accidents which
he considers could have
been avoided —lorries
crashing and cars hitting
the walls flanking the main
street,

“One of the people on
the march—John Baker—
was recently hit by a car

when he was walking along
the pavement,

“If nothing is done soon
we are obviously going to
have a serious big acci-
dent.”

LGl &V’"M Dr0-93

” leaflets
| "to the motorists who were forced

1

g

and yours,” “Help save lives by |

supporting
paign” and
Bridge.”

The youngsters were mainly
member); of Bridge Youth Club,
aged between 13 and 19
their progress throu;

street was watched by Mr. John |
Purchese, who has been leading

his own : g‘lg.ta: a by-pass
for some timel*%: -

Said Mr. eSe, “This is
nothing to th me. The
youngsters _d ed to do it
th and I am ighted.

“Since the M2 openeda, the

{| situation has worsened. There is

§

] . &
‘| father is a Bridge.Blean Rural

|
-l

jimuch more traffic using this

road.
The Orzaniser
The protest march was orga-

Tg:
nised by 20-year-old Brian Lewis,
Vi His'|

of 1 Weston

District councillor.
“I thought it was about time

the young people of Bridge had a

say in the matter,” he told the
“Kentish Gazette.”

“We want to know what is
happening to make the vill
safer. The Police have done their
best and are still deing every-
thing that they can-to prevent
traffic speeding through the vil-

| lage. The sight of a policeman
| standing beside the road is often

| enough to’slow down drivers.

“But the Police cannot be on

| duty 24 hours a day.”

| been many accidents and near

|
i
|
|

|

Mr. Lewis said that there had

accidents that had not been re-
ported. Minor accidents were
not recorded by the authorities.
Hef had been nearly killed him-
self.

“I have been interested in
this. problem for about two
years,” he said. “I have written
several letters to the Ministry of
Transport and to newspapers.

‘When you have a down and |

an up gradient like we do here
in Bridge, you are bound to get

| speeding vehicles.”

Not Wide Enough
Mr. Lewis said that the A2

was carrying considerably more
traffic now that much of the A.20
traffic was being diverted by the

opening of the M.2.

he road just isn't wide
enough to take the heavy lorries
and cars with which we are con-

fronted.”

Mr. Lewis said that others in-
volved - in getting the Protest

= s cam-
% Slowputhrm:gn” ‘

(18), of Regency Cottage, an
:111.::{) own brother, Nigelg Lewitsi

“We want & by-

," he said. |

“ But it seems that the Ministry

of Transport won't act until

the
corpses are laid out in fr
thm" ‘N ont of |

JLEERAS




T the week-end, teen-

agers at Bridge
paraded the High Street
with banners calling
attention to the need for
a by-pass to relieve
traffic conditions in the
village.

Attempts to remedy the

4 Arafo ylangers-on the A%

Pout Kenengly

had already been carried a
stage further by a meeting
between representatives of
the police, highways and
education authorities on the
site.

The meeting, it was re-
ported to the monthly meet-
ing of the local joint educa-
tion committee, was unable
to recommend a school

_grossing patrol st the junc-

t€-{e.'63.

tion of Bourne Park Road,
but suggested a patrol at
what was considered a more
central point, just north of
the Plough and Harrow pub-
lic house.

The meeting resolved that
the authorities concerned be
requested to re-examine the
position in the light of fur-
ther information, Members

expressed their_intention of
observing  local conditions
for themselves,

The matter” "had been
made all the more pressing
by the decision to cease
conveying some Bishops-
bourne children living with-
in the statutory walking
distance of Brmge Church
of England primary school.

TN T

NO 'PETROL FILLING

‘STATION FOR IRIDGE

Mmlster s Deusmn

Bridge will not be ;having a

petrol filling station in its main | spector’s

street after all. The Minister of

Housing and Local | Goyernment | peal.

has upheld the

mission.

A public inquiry was held on
Village Proper-
appealed against the
K.C.C’s refusal of planning per-
mission to build a petrol filling
station at the entrance of the new.

October 8, when °
ties Ltd.

estate

The Inspector (Mr. S. H.: A.
Rollison), in .his report to the
Minister, concluded that the sug-
gested layout and design of the
filling itafxon were good. They |
would not ' materially’ harm the |
appearance of Bridge High Street.

Kent - County |
Council’s refusal of planning per-

The Minister accepted his In-
recommendations and !
consequently dismissed the ap-

He accepted evidence given. by [

the appellants that the proposed
station could -operate without
there being too many signs and
clutter and that control would be

exercised over this. /

However, ‘the report goes o
the trunk road through Bndge
was far too narrow to cope ade-

&

quately with present traffic—| i

much of which was of a com-
mercial nature— and which. was

likely to increase,

The « Inspector accepted that
there was a growing local need
for a modern petrol filling station
but he considered that this site

was not the proper place for

The need did not justify over-

it

riding the objection to the de-

velopment on traffic grounds.

WHAT
ABOUT
YOU!

A responsible job

see overleaf.

Patabulid Ny
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NO PETROL FILLING
STATION FOR BRIDGE

Minister’s Deuslon

Bridge will not be‘having a  The Minister accepted his In-
NG N8 s petrol filling station in its main | spector’s recommendations and!
| < X RN TRaE \ 3 S street after all, The Minister of | consequently dismissed the ap-,
X Y \ $ X . 3 > Housing and Local  /Government | peal.
¥ | has upheld the Kent County | ——

Council’s refusal of planning per-
mission.

A public inquiry was held on
October 8, when Village Proper-
ties. Ltd. appealed 'against the
K.C.C’s refusal of planning per-
mission to build a petrol filling
tatxtzn t the entrance of the new.

WANTED

A man or woman to act as School Crossing Patrol, in

The Kent Education Committee is advertising the job

Bridge High Street by the Plough and Harrow, to see

opposite. By today Sunday Dec. 8th. applications total
the children safely over the road.

NOUGHT.

Hours: 8.30 — 9.00a.m.

T the week-end, teen- had already been carried a tion of Bourne Park Road, expresse
agers at Bridge Sta8e further by a meeting but suggested a patrol at observin; Despite responsibility for low pay, could you

= between represen i
paraded the High Street ipo pollce.nmsh:r:t;‘sms:no: what was considered a more  for them

central point, just north of
o 3:40 — 4.0c0p.m.

wti:h t_han ners calling elduclﬂon authorities on the the Pl
attention to the need for sit he Plough and Harrow pub-  made all i i i
B Sreitefic Beed for Tth:' e L thhouse. it guard the children during their way
biYianie conaitions| i ported to the monthly meet- he meeting resolved that 4} i
/ village, ditions in-the ing of the _locll Joint educa- the authorities concerned be gg:‘r’:”g Wagex. 4/ = e R
BiMnbLs: o) romedy the ;Lon committee, was unable requested to re-examine the in the to and from School ?
1 iangers-on the AZ recommend a school position in the light of fur- distance ————————
dF raffio _crossing patrolat-the junc- ther information, Members of Engla)
Pout Ko rengly (&-1¢.63
Interested persons should contact

The Headmistress, Mrs. O. I. Knight,
Bridge & Patrixbourne C. E. Primary School,

Patrixbourne Rd., Bridge.

',
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M.O.T. REF, HGP-14-42.068

DATE,

‘Rosebank’, High Street,

8. 12, 1963 Bridge, Canterbury, Kent, Bridge 485

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

The Chairman,

The Isle of Thanet Divisional
Labour Party,

42, Hawley Square,

Eargate, Kent.

Dear Sir,

The dangems to motorist and S
pedestrian alike i
?ridge High Street are common knowledge. There has been a ca:pa;.lgn
cor some time to reduce the accident potential of this narrow street
iarrying more than 6,700 vehicles a day, and the linistry of Transport
S aware both of the danger and the campaign.

I am writing to your Part
¥, as I am to the oth
two main political groups, to ask if your Commj’.ttee would be so @:g

this matter should Your Party be returned to power in the forthcoming
The statements would be printed in folder form
much as the enclosed example, but without comment from me other than
the explanation on the front that these statements are Bfficial polic,
lines of the parties quoted. I anticipate asking for a similar 4
statement from candidates after nomination papers have been entered.

I should add that one prospective Party candid
5: alr:agy agre:d to these publications, so I look forwar?i' with &
eres 0 receiving your comments. Dead-line 7
i ety or copy is Saturday

Yours sincerely,

P.S. Mr. G.S. Cobbett knows of this matter, a
efforts locally to improve the situation.,

Canterbury Division Conservative and Unionist Association

Parliamentary Representative : SIR LESLIE THOMAS, M.B.E, T.D., M.P.

President  Alderman Mrs. G, R, Hews, C.B.E. Agent and Sacretary E.C.F. Brown
Chairman L. E. Hare, Esq., J.P.
9, Hawks Lane,
Hon, Treasurers U, H. B. Alexander, Esq.
/) .« C.B.E.,, F.C.A,
e Canterbury.

Asst, Hon, Treasurer P.T. C. Wright, Esq.

Telephone : Canterbury 4187
9th December, 1963

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Thank you for your letter of the 8th December addressed to

my Chairman in which you ask for a statement from my Association of ifs
intentions regarding a by-pass for Bridge in the event of the Conservative
party being successful at the next Gemeral Election. A% the same time
you enclose a folder in which you commit us to providing such a statement
and I presume that folder has already been distributed. I really think
I must protest at this method of conducting your campaign. Mo local
political Association can detail ifs party*s intenftion on a Bridge By-pass.
They are just not in a position to do soe The only person who can give
any authoritative answer is the Minister of Transport of the day and he,
unless such a by-pass is included in his programme for the next three years,
cannot give any definite promise.

I am sending a copy of your letter, together with the folder,
on to Sir Leslie Thomas who, no doubt, will reply to you direct. I am
also sending a copy of it to the Chairman of my Association.

Yours sincerely,
/’ { O .
i //

AGENT & SECRETARY.

J. Purchese, Esq.,
"Rosebank,"

High Street,
BRIDGE,

Nr « Canterbury.
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Yonure
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sincerely,

FHotel
Funcheons
Dinners

EOR QUR SAFER
AND. YOURS

m]i;idge ahhoyed with
K.E.C. “meanness”

ILLAGERS at Bridge, near Canterbury — an accidEnt‘

: black spot on the A2 — are annoyed with the Kent

school crossing patrol.

|
Education Committee over a “mean” scheme for a"

The villages have been cam-
paigning for years for safety
measures, and were relieved
to, hear that the committee
was at last to employ a school
crossing patrol.

But they are upset at the
ve=ry low wages: offered for a
{ob with such responsibilities.

The committee has put up
notices in two shops in the
village asking for a man or
a woman to act'as a school
crossing patrol. The wages
work out at 3s. 4d. per day,

Scores of children have to
cross the: road to school as
motorists tear through at up
to 60 mph.

There is a 30 m.ph. limit,
which many drivers ignore.

evelh people, children among
m, have been killed in the
L WANTURANR: e S s

Parents have campaigned
for safety measures and for
a! by-pass. The police have
stepped .up prosecutions for
speeding.

The adverts say that a pat-
rol is wanted from 830 am.
to 9 am. and from 340 to
4 pm, “Wages 4s. pet hour of
service. Applications to the
headmistress of the village
School Lixy

Mr.  James Smith, road
safety officer ‘to Bridge-Blean
Rural Council, . who . lives in
High Street, Bridge, told a
KENT MESSENGER reporter:
“L think - it's disgusting. It
really is a wicked business.
The education authorities
uha_uld be ashamed. J

!

Pl By B.PEARSIN, BRLEE -

— I myself saw two of the
seven people killed.

For such a low salary,
about 3s. 4d. a day, they will
not &et anyone physically
capable of doing it. It's not
a job for a pensioner. The
traffic is too quick. No young |
person is going to take the
job on at that salary”, said
Mr. Smith.

A spokesman for the Kent{
Education Committee at Can-‘
terbury, said “Four shillings
per hour is the standard rate |
throughout the county. We.
pay them half-pay during
holidays, and they get 1s. 6d. |
per week towards  laundry
expenses.

(L0 3 Menseged 2000083




Road Safety is €veryone’s job:

For action, Write:-

The SeceTLs Ministg/ of Tramport

Southwark SENSSYERT

%

1964 will be General Election year. For the Electorate’s
benefit a leaflet will shortly appear, detailing each Party’s
official Proposals for Bridge High Street road safety.

Conservative, Liberal and Labour statements will appear.

PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE. ROSEBANK HIGH ST, BRIDGE

e ™ T ™o .7
igDoiiey Lelay ok's

cm

T o wish you a happy Christmas

and a peaceful New Year

"ROSEBANX', HIGH sTREET, BRIDGH, CANTEREURY, KENT

— 1 myself saw two of the
seven people killed.

Bridge annoyed with | o i s

K.E.C. “meanness”

VILLAGERS'at Bridge, near Canterbury — an accident |

not get anyone physically
capable of doing it. It's not
a job for a pensioner. The
traffic is too quick. No young|
person is going to take the
job on at that salary”, said

black spot on the A2 — are annoyed with the Kent| Mr. Smith.

school crossing patrol,

A spokesman for the Kent[

terbury said “Four shillings |

Education Committee over a ‘“mean” scheme for a.' Education Committee at Can-

The villages have been cam-
paigning for years for safety
measures, and were relieved
to, hear that the committee
was at last to employ a school
crossing patrol.

But. they are upset at the
vy low wages: offered for a

fob_ with such responsibilities. | |

The comn\ttee has put up
notices in two shops in the
village asking for a man or
a woman to act'as a school
crossing patrol. The wages
work out at 3s. 4d. per day.

Scores of children have to
cross the road to school as
motorists ';lea.r through at up

mph,
w'!g?ore x:s a 30 m.p.h, limit,
which many drivers ignore.

e people, children among
;. ‘been killed in the

e @Si;ﬂm’ -E;{\;e 6a§rxpaigned

per hour is the standard rate|

throughout the county. We[

pay them half-pey during

for safety measures and for | polidays. and they get 1s. 6d.

8, by:pass. The police h*;"e‘ per week towards laundry
~Lup pr 'or 3

speeding. -

The adverts say that a pat- R _—
rol is wanted from 830 am.
to 9 am. and from 340 to
4 pm. “Wages 4s. pet hour of
service. Applications to the
headmistress of the village
school.” \

Mr. James Smith, road
safety officer ‘to Bridge-Blean
Rural Council,. who lives in
High Street. Bridge, told a
KENT MESSENGER reporter:
“L think “it’s disgusting, It
really is a wicked business.
The education authorities '
should be ashamed. i

VX Menseged 2041-'63




From: Sir TLeslie Thomas, MBE, TD, MP,

Bouse of Commaons,

Fondon, &.08.1

23Pd December 1963

A‘(-‘"\Z‘l—rv ﬂm%

—
CFe T

Mr. Brown has forwarded to me a Jdetter
you have addressed. to the Chairman recardine your
By-Pass campaign and I have noted the postscript
regarding the Parliamentary Question.

In fact I.did communicate with the
Minister and I did, after some time, get a reply.

9
I was under the impression that this reply had
been forwarded to you but unfortunately neither
my Secretary nor I can 'find any trace:of an
acknowledgement or its despatch. I have
therefore obtained a copy from the Ministry which
I enclose.

J. Purchese, Esg.,
Rosebank,

High Street,
Bridge,
Canterbury.

M.O.T. REF, HGP-14-42-068

DATE,

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

‘Rosebank’, High Street,

Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

28.12,1963

Sir L. M. Thomas, MBE., TD., MP.,
House of Commons,
London, S.W.1

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter dated 23.12.1963, in
which your reference to the Parliamentary Question concerning Bridge
mentioned that you had been in touch with the Minister. You kindly
erlosed a photostat of the reply in which Mre G.D. Galbraith listed
five fatalities, nine cases of serious injury and nineteen minor
personal accidents in the period 1.7.1958 to 30.6.1963 in a total of

ingnty incidents. I am much obliged to you for having elicited
this information, and I am sure that the secondary purpose of your
question did not go unnoticed by the Ministry.

near

An interesting comment by a/Ministry spokesman

that may have escaped you is the following passage from a statement

made on October 9th. 1963 at a hearing held by the Bridge-Blean RDC.
concerning a new petrol-filling station in Bridge High Streeti-

"Mr. Geoffrey D. Hewett, of the K.C.C.'s Divisional Road Engineer's
Department, said that...in the 1961 traffic census, it was found that

over 6,300 vehicles passed through the village each day - in the peak
periods this rose to 6,700. This indicated a need for a three-line
carriageway, whereas the present road was only 18 feet wide and grossly
overloaded. It was probably worse now." (Kentish Gazette report:11.11.'63).

Mirs G.D. Hewett is a member of the Ministry Group
who have assured me over the past two years that Bridge is not dangerous.

Yours sincerely,




M.O.T. REF. HGP-14-42-068

DATE. 28.12.1963

‘Rosebank’, High Street,

Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

Agent & Secretary,

Canterbury Division Conservative
and Unionist Asscciation,

9, Hawks Lane,

Canterbury.

Dear Mr. Brown,
Thank you for your letter of the 9th. December.
I delayed my reply until I had heard from Sir Leslie Thomas in case any
point made in his letter should affect the issue.

I note that you forwarded a copy of my previous
letter to the Chairman of your Association. Should you need a further
copy of the leaflet enclosed with my letter I should be pleased to let

e et I should explain that in that letter I was not
asking your Association to detail its intention about a By-Pass for
Bridge, but possibly to detail its suggestions for the reduction of the
accident potential of this narrow street. This is a local issue,
and one I feel well within the competence of a Divisional Association.

Possibly this explanation will assist; coupled
with my assurance that I am approaching your Association in the same way
as I have, for example, asked the Road Transport Commercial District
Officer of the Transport and General Workers Union to publicise to his
members the dangers of bringing heavy goods carrying vehicles into the
village both for the general good and for his members safety.

I am sure that you would agree after the
appalling road casualty figures over the Christmas Holiday period that
anything that can be done, or anyone that can be harnessed to reduce this

toll serves a public need.
e z I am grateful to Sir Leslie Thomas for having

pursued his question to the Minister, and I look forward with interest
to hearing your further comments. One Party hae already supplied copy
for my leaflet, a second Party is preparing it; I am sure you consider
this local issue worth while.

Yours sincerely,

—

John chese..

M.O.T. REF, HGP-14-42-068

DATE,

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

‘Rosebank’, High Street,
Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485
28.1241963 5 & .

Enc. A new pamphlet.

The Secretary,

The Ministry of Transport,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.1

- for circulation to:-

G. Davis, Esq.,

L. Durrant, Esqe.,

F, Samuel, Esqe,

R. Pearson, Esq.,

and G.D. Hewett, Esq of the

Divisional Road Engineer's Dept. ref: RDL/34/6T71.

Gentlemen,

I would like to thank Mr. R.A. Pearson
for acknowlelging my last letter, and for pointing out that the Minister
had received a letter from Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P., to which a reply
was shortly anticipated, and that reply would doubtless reach me through
the good offices of Sir Leslie. I received the reply yesterday, and
would like to thank the Minister through the appropriate chain of
command for supplying the valuable statistics regarding road accidents
in Bridge over the past five year period.

I have noticed with interest that one of
the Ministry Group, Mr. G.D. Hewett, was quoted as saying "In the 1961
traffic ceneus, it was found that over 6,300 vehicles passed through
the village each day = in the peak periods this rose to 6,700. This
indicated the need for a three-line carriageway, whereas the present
road was only 18 feet wide and grossly overloaded. It was probably
worse now." ("Kentish Gagette", 11.11.1963 An Inquiry over a new
petrol filling station in Bridge High Street.)

I would imagine this report to be accurate.
Possibly the Group will examine the words "grossly overloaded" and
"probably worse now" with care, and apply itself a little longer to the
interim problem and favour me with some constructive suggestions.
I shall quite understand if comment is delayed until due consideration
has been given the points raised, but I would point out tha events have
a way of outstripping preparedness. Yours faithfully,

John Purchese.




| willing 1o take an active interest
|in the campaign to make Bridge |
safer by taking part in protest
marches and other activities. .

With the posteard goes = leaf-
let :setting out the views of
three politicel parties on the
safety of Bridge.

Conservative

Says Sir Leslie Thomas, Con-
servative M.P. for Canterbury:

“The problem of the density
of trefiic using Bridge High
Street is not a small local issue, |
it is part and parcel of the need i
to bring the whole of the Lon-
don to Dover road to motorway
standards, |
“The opening of M.2. and of
the Dartford-Purfleet Tunnel
h3s mesnt that an even greater
volume of. traffic is now using
this rosd. The Ministr}r of Trans- |
port has plans for a limited by-
pass running from the junction
of M.2/A2 at Brenley  Corner,
cutting through South Canter-
||bury and by-passing Bridge on
\the northern side of the villege,
“This would alleviate the prob-
lem of traffic in the village High
treet, but would seriously
terfere with valuable agricul-
al and horticultural holdinga.{

e Ministry are also consider-
a wider by-pass of Canter-
1y which would join with A2}

Both  these |

he Minister of Trensport is
\psent trying to reach a de-
with _the ench Govern-

LAGERS FIGHT
FOR A BY-PASS

et e S A R
. . . .

The Politicians’ Views
PEOPL]_Z willing to take part in protest marches are being
- recruited in Bridge. This is the latest step forward in the
| vxllagers_’ fight to secure a by-pass for their village.

This week hundreds of leaflets and pre-paid postcards will
be delivered to Bridge people, The postcard asks if they are

Liberal
The Liberal comment comes
from Mr. J. H. Stewert, chair-
man of the Canterbury Division
Liberal Association, who says;
“No one in his senses could |
deny that a tiny village sitting
astride the main artery to the
Continent is a 19th Century ana-
chronism. Couple this with its
geographical situation in the
trough between two hills with
vehicular traffic in either direc-
tion accelerating through i.ts
narrow. street in order to gain
momentum to climb the hill on
the opposite side, and it is
obvious that the by-pass is not
so much a question of ‘if’ as
‘when. %
“What concerns us most is
whether a simple ‘ring’ by-pass
round Bridge will solve -the
fundamental problem. If Bridge
is throttling the route to the
Continent, then what is Canter-
bury itself doing? We are
strongly in favour of extending
the M.2 l’alouth of Bridge as soon |
as possible. - =]
“?I'ransport problems  of this |
nature, of course, must be
viewed against the entire
national picture, so -thot the
funds available cen be ellocated
in the correct order of priorities,
but we Liberals here in the Can-
terbury Division would press for
the highest degree of priority to
be given to this project.
“Quite apart from the ques-
tion of the safety of the people
of Bridge, it is clearly in the
national interest that communi-
cation between this country and
Europe should be as f{ee and as
ded as modern y

:;n make it.”

Labour b
Labour point is pu Yy
CI;I;-PeGeorge Cobbett, prospective

Pullamenta& candidate for the

Canterbury Constituency:

KeTSlh Garzeree i bg

T T
“Like many other people near
here, we are concerned about
ro~d safety in Bridge, The High
Street is vart of: the busy Dover
Road and carries a considerable
volume of fast moving  traffic
quite unsuited to'the village, In
recent years there have heen a
number of serious accidents in
which loc_e_! people have been
killed or injured, end others in
Wwhich vehicles ' hzve - crashed
into buildings along trhe road.
“The situation is bound to be-
jcome more dengerou.s
because ‘of the completion
parts of the M.2 motorway from
London. This will certainly in-.
crease the traffic through Bridge,
while the new housine develop-
ment there meens that more.
people, and. particularly children,’
Will be exposed th the danger.

Eventually Buile

“No doubt a by-pass round
Bridge will be built eventually,
but this may not be for several
years. Until then, more must be
done to reduce the speed and
danger of traffic in. the High
Street. We know that the vigor-
ous efforts of many residents
have already achieved improve-
ments. But more still needs to
be done, and I wish them further
success. 4 &

“We are glad that it has been
possible to set up'the children’s
crossing patrol, to safeguard the
children going to Bridge Pri-
mary School. We also hope that
there will soon be a safg foot-
path into Bridge from the
Bishopsbourne Road. We are all
pressing, of course, for the pave-
ment along the Patrixbourne
Road to the new recreation
Fround. We will go on hammer-
ng 2t this problem until Bridge

e,

us
of

is safe
L —

oL

—

sad

‘| the village is 30 m.p.h, = *
‘| lets went out with BRIDGE]
| ture.‘of dn accident in the
‘| the words MEANS DANGER!
|| General Election Year. For
(| leaflet details each party's
| High Street road safety.”

| could indicate whether they

THE battle to keep death

-pass for Bridge

£ Street of old-world Bridge, near Canterbury, was
| taken a step closer to the people on Monday.

" %
¥ o

off the road in the High

esidents unite
in demanding

- Cars roar through  thi
accidert black-spot on
their way to the Channel
ports, often at speeds up
to 60 m.p:h. The limit in

. The first of 500 yellow leaf-
as the title, below it a pic-
village; ' and = under _that

The leaflet’ says 1964 is

the electorate’s’ benefit this
official proposals for Bridge

With the leaflets went re-
ply posteards on which people

would help in the campaign
to get a by-pass for Bridge.

QUESTION

People were asked on the
cards if they would take an
active role—walking in pro-
test marches, etc:

Sir " Leslie. Thomas, the
Conservative M.P. for Can-
terbury, said “The Ministry
of Transport has plans for
a  limited by-vass running
from the junction of the M2/
A2 at Brenley Corner, cutting
through  South = Canterbury
and by-passing Bridge on the
northern side of the. village.

“The Minister is at present
trying to reach a decision
with the French Government
on a Channel Tunnel. Once
that question is resolved he
can decide the future road
priorities. A

““We ‘believe that 'whatever
that decision may be it will
still be necessary to extend
M2 to:Dover, and shall con-
tinue tolpress for this to be
done as quickly as possible.”

IN FAVOUR
Mr, J, H. Stewart, chair-
man, ' Canterbury Liberal
Association, said “No one in
his senses could deny that a

Mr. G.'S. Cobbett, prospec-
tive  Socialist “candidate ~ for
the Canterbury division, said
“In recent. years ‘there have
been a  number of serious
accidents in - which .local
people. have  been  killed or
injured, and others in which
vehicles - have - crashed . into
buildings along the road. No

doubt a by-pass round Bridge |

will be built eventually, but
this may not be for several
years. Until then, more must
be done to reduce the speed
and danger .of traffic: in the
High Street. We will go on
hammering at this problem
until Bridge' is safe,”

The leaflet is published and
printed by John Purchese, of
Rosebank, | High Street,
Bridge, whose wife Ann told
a KENT MESSENGER re-
porter this week “We have
the youth¥of the village be-
hind us.: There -are ‘about 20
active youngsters we could
call on at any time to help.

“The problem is:really very
senious. Traffic is going on
hurtling through.”

7\2}4« MESSEWEER -\ - \qby

Problem Of
~ The A2~
Improvements
Urged

It is “completely stupid” to
80 on waiting for a national
agreement on the
‘Tunnel before agreeing to start
-improvements to the A2 between
' Faversham Canterbury, Clir.
D. A« Lewidtold members of
Bridge - Bl _Rural District
Council on Wednesday.

He urged the Council to press
for a starting date for these
improvements which, he said,
%ugéxt to include a by-pass for

ridge. >

‘It is utterly stupid fo end the
M2 at Faversham and leave the
other roads leading through to
the ports of Kent,” he said, “It
is completely stupid to g0 on
waiting for a national agree-
ment of the Channel Tunnel—we
shall never get road safety at
Bridge.

“The is talk of Westen-
hanger being chosen as the site
for the Channel Tunnel entrance
—and that would not affect such
villages as Boughton, Bridge
and Lydden at all. 1

= Traffic Increasing

“And it must be remembered
that the traffic passing through
Dover is increasing all the time.
It is the busiest passenger port
in the country. > *

““This Council should urge for
action more than they are doing
at the moment.”

In full agreement was Cllr.
J. H. Reid, of Sturry, who said
that the A2 from the end of the
M.2 down to Dover was “ terrible
and accident-prone.” i

He said, **We should press as
hard as we can for a starting
date for this work.”

Mr. B. G. Chittenden, the
Divisional Highways Surveyor,
also agreed, saying that the in-
creased heavy traffic was des-
troying the surface of the A.2 in'
places.

“I only hope the Minister of
Transport will soon decide which
route will be taken, so that the
work can be proceeded with,” he
said.

Kers(iau G ZETE - by
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ODLNENMLCAS ||
8,700 vehicles a day «.e | miy THE PRINE BY - PASS CAMPATOH.

Organigers John Purchese, "Rosebank!, High Street, Bridge. (Bridge 485).
* Campaign Secs Brian A. Lewis, 1 Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge (Bridge 254).

Dear Supporter,

Thank you for your interest in the campaign to improve the safety of Bridze
'y | High Street. At the time of writing this first bulletin, meerly 100 people
s P 7 over =
. have shown interest and support for the movement.

The Govermnment has approved z Channel Tunnel in principle, but this will
not solve the traffic problem at Bridge at all. In fact it means that there
will be an enormous increase in Continental traffic during the next few ye:
3 until the Tunnel opens. The Govermment says that the construction of
Tunnel will take at least seven years from the start of the plan being I
operation, In the meantime what happens to Bridge?

The A20, with a feeder Motorway from the M2 will certainly absorb a great
deal of heavy traffic from London and the North, but the Port Authorities in
Dover will naturally compete for trade, and an inecreasing movement of traffic
B will be felt on the Dover road, especially up to the time of the opening of the
t Channel Tunnel.

% Tt is clear from letters received from the Ministry since the Channel
| Tunnel decision that the Ministry is now sitting back blithely and intending to
ignore Bridge. However, an immediate start should be made to improve the road

Teenagers Of Bridge Rlan . y conditions, and this the Ministry must learn.
e = Big Protest MarCh ‘ A great many of you have offered to take part in demonstrations and we

have planned one for Baster Sunday, 29th March, 1964 at 3.0 p It will take
'MORE than fifty young residents of Bridge are planning an Easter

I
’, Al was peaceful and quict in Bridge whea this picture was taken. B
I behind every door there is the fear of the Easter traffic rush.

approximately one hour to complete. So that the campe
publicity we intend to include in the procession a smast
and other items to suggest the dangers of the road.

;‘
!
|

Ko

i protest march. They are calling on the Ministry of Transport LIVE IN BRIDGE { add
10 provide a by-pass round Bridge which, they claim, is one of the - f| : x such 'ginmicks! are unfortunately necessary if the press and television are %o
blackest danger-spots in Kent. .’.E'fff:}hﬂl;f :::Eli:ml: { notice and report such demonstrations. Nobody demonstrates just for the fun of it.
th;‘The actual glﬂns for the march :;;cidw?ly guarded secret || ing flsosgh its narrow street In this case, it is the safety of our children and eldsrly folk that is at stake.
at the moment , . . but we are adopting tactics,” says 20-year- in order to gain momentum to
! %TM{C};“;?‘ misogesfgfseﬁ:eadm e i';‘é':,";."‘_’;."'ﬁﬁif’&’h"f"&:: : Full details of the demonstration will be posted & course.
| |ii places and, three years 2g0 the main road. . :’i’;"':'i ‘fi;“,";: ";;l:;,ﬂ’“:: ‘ Plec' se tlf‘y to keep that afterncon free. It has been -.1ll§7nuo have_the
|| |was coping with 6,700 vehicles a “We have had five fatal acci- |l J. H. Stewart, Chairman; Can- maximum impact on holiday traffic, and at a time when you me 11 be free during
6 g ek priot . dee B o ot epn i | Ly it Ao '. e weckond. :
||, “Since the new motorway has action,” declares Mr. Lewis. ; ! : ’
:msm&nnfmﬁmwddtvg: ”-‘GM‘S ‘;'.,‘_‘;;’i,’fm"{,ﬁ’”;oh{’,'%f auz".;ac"“u'ﬂ::' o;ﬁ;eq_e&.i:lyg f Unfortunately, no campaign can run for long w%t‘uogt some degree :_:f fln.1anc13.l
st and, this summer, Bridge will Ehese and among active supporters Steectioast %ﬂ:"‘g‘,‘?%‘ support to cover the inevitable cost. We would like to thank most sincerely all
MM: ml: !g:::ltgt;;:.er College ?{:,: s%méglég)' '{f},‘,“ H;;{,‘g terbury, A those who have contributed recently.
ays Be expects most of the Bayer (18) and Nigel Lewis (17).° KEELx %
3 to swell the’ % 2 “The situation is bound to Yours faithfully,
b‘:?'::f "::nmﬁ:““e’:’o: "’:; Brian A. Lewis, John Purchese
; ) ian A. Lewis, ese.
ik M = 05, Oy i * STOP PRESS ! There was another traffic incident yesterday

Prospective Labour Candidate ‘
for Canterbury, : in Bridge invol\'ing an elderly person.




: e;-., ~ “‘Death- Trap’
Wlage Says:

We
Want By-Pass

2 RI;*E. andagcggtgillage straddling the A2 hetu-leen
over and Can: ury, is plannin
on Easter Sunday. 5 3 protgst R

+ Nearly 100 villagers have volunteered to take part

k in the march up and down this section of the busy
‘l . _trunk road.which carries hundreds of cars to the cross-
Channel ferries at Dover.

ThThe m:o&‘ I(::u thei st ?
ey wan! e e by-passed.
In recent yeam‘agt-hel)-’e havg
gf:in xa\;:neruus ‘roaglm accidents
i people ve  been

The man behind the big
mxrg:h js,zo-year-old Mr. Brian

) Lewis. ¥ :: L
[ Hes?,‘”rhe main road is
. widesin places and three
\

Ly g Ab

-
o
=3
o

e
! years ago was coping with
| 6,700 vehicles a day. This part
| of the A2 was only built to
| cope with horse traffic.

] CHILDREN
’ Play Peril ;

i “But now that the motor-

! way between Strood and Bren-
i ley Cornet has opened more
{ and more drivers are choosing
this route to -the cross-
Channel ferries at Dover:
tl;rldge is becoming.a death-

D.

|
| ap.
| “Residents ‘of an old folk’s
i home in the wvillage take their
lives in their hands every time
= they venture out. Villagers are
afraid to letitheir children out
to play,” said Mr. Lewis.

In addifion to ban sthe
organisers

ehicles

and vehi ;

Transport Minister =0

g a |
protest message for the

SECRET

is a closely guarded secre

hazards of Bridge High Stre

Mr. John Purchase, who

PLANS FOR
ROAD SAFETY

t what f%';ﬁ_a de
tion will be taking tq draw attention to' thi

bury road (the Roman Watling Street).

SHOCK

raffic |
et, on the Dover - Canter-

Kée Mésserncer b - 14by

|| started a campaign for a by-
pass two years ago, after the
experience of seeing an acci-
dent outside his High Street
house which ended fatally,
told a KENT MESSENGER
reporter:

“We are going to lay on a
|| surprise, and we have 200
backers in the village. We |
have the: approval of the
::ilergy for what we intend to
0." :

In October, 1963, the youth
||of Bridge staged a protest
march which bottled up traffic
for a good half-hour.

The forthcoming? demon- |¢
stration—on Easter Sunday,
March 29th—follows further
abortive attempts to get the
Minister of Transport  to
move in the matter, said Mr.
Purchase. 5

“An official quote from the
Ministry itself gives an ayer-
age of one person killed each
year in a period of. five years,
1958-63, mearly two seriously
|| injured, and hearly four cases
|| of slight: injury, B,
| 'Kent County Council census
" | figures show that in 1961 over |
6,300 vehicles passed through
Bridge in a "day —at peak
times this rose’'to 6,700. Since
then, with the opening of the
M2, the situation is said to

have worsened.

‘| Meanwhile, the ‘local road
safety " officex ~states .that
Bridge has been promised a
by-pass-for years. %

But, despite correspondence
with the "Ministry, together
with Mr, Purchase’s warning
{I'that, in the event of another !

fatality, he will place his

dossier at the coroner's dis-|
‘| posal, little more has heen
i done than to put down a
| I dotted white line and splash
|| kerbs with white paint!
| Mr. Purchase, who among
other things issues pamphlets,
| leaflets, and cards, as well as|
||a periodic campaign bulletin,
|| says the three political parties
|| have been approached in view
|of a General Election.
1J It remains to be seen what

he has thought up for March

IR A e

—

PROTEST

The battle for a by-pass at
Bridge - takes another step
forward on Easter = Sunday.
About 60 villagers — many of

' {them young people—are to stage |
a protest march through the vil- |

lage where the A2 narrows to
18 feet. A
Behind the march is 20-year-
old Brian Lewis, who organised
a similar protest last year.
“This year we propose to use

which villagers find themselves
faced.

worsened
Lewis said. “More and more

Dover the  motorway

since
opened. & 5

“There have been five fatal
accidents in the village in
recent
justified in demanding action.”

* 4-3- 4

BRIDGE PLANS |
MARCH

shock tactics,” he said. *“Vehicles

as well as pedestrians will take |
part in the march and these will |/
help point to the dangers with |

“The situation has really §
in the village,” Mr. |:
traffic is using the A.2 to get to |

ears and we feel we are’

s

4.3.1964

The Secretary,

The Ministry of Transport,
St. Christopher House,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.1

Dear Sir,

A public meeting is being held on Saturdayd
ise
April 4th., 1964, at 2.30p.m. in the Village Hall, Bridge, organ
byp the Briége By-Pass Campaign. In the chair will be the Road
Safety Officer of the distriet. Invited to speak at the meeting
- will be the Candidmrtes for the 1964 Parliamentary Election from
the Conservative, Liberal and Labour Associations for the Canterbury

ivision. ;.
' ‘ It is sincerely hoped that the Ministry

1)
will be able to_"Va.rrange for one of the officers who knows something
of the road cofditions through the village, a2nd the proposed plans
to deal with the conditions, to be present at this meeting.
It gives the/Minisyry an ideal opportunity to put its case, and since
the Press his taken a lively interest in this proposed meeting it
could ensure thd widest possible reporting of the position as the
Ministry sees it. There is exactly a month before the meeting, so
I sincerely tptiﬁ‘& that the Ministry will find itself in a position
to accept the invitation to speak. The Agenda is:-

1. Welcome to the supporters of the Campaign and publiec.

.2« Brief statement by the Campaign organisers.

3. Brief statements by the three political regresentatives.

4. Statement by the representative of the Ministry.

5. Questions from the flgoFan arrange transport from London and

}uﬁch for your representative. Yours faithfully,

L] \

/ | [ \

\ i \




Canterbury Division Conservative and Unionist Association

Parliamentary Representative: SIR LESLIE THOMAS, M.B.E, T.D., M.P.

President Alderman Mrs. G. R. Hews, CB.E. Agent and Secretary E. C. F. Brown
Chairman L. E Hare, Esq., JP.
Hon. Treasurers U, H. B. Alexander, Esq. 9, Hawks Lane,
E. Parker, Esq., C.B.E, FCA.
Canterbury.

Asst. Hon. Treasurer P.T. C. Wrighe, Esq.

Telephone : Canterbury 4187

6th March, 1964.

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Your letter regarding your meeting on the
4th April has been forwarded to Sir Leslie Thomas to
see if he is able to attend it. I would point out
thet in addition to Bridge there are 24 other villages
in the constituency as well as 3 towns anl it is quite
impossible for him to accept all the engagements he is
offered, particularly when he is not previously
consulted as to the date.

Yours sincenely,
TW~ .
- 7
/’f

AGENT & SECRETARY.

Ce s shass o Lo d gy Newnaf 5,

J. Purclese, Esq.,
"Rosebank,"

High Street,
BRIDGE ,

Nr. Canterbury.

T

Canterbury Division Conservative and Unionist Association

Parliamentary Representative : SIR LESLIE THOMAS, M.BE., T.D., M.P.

President Alderman Mrs. G. R. Hews, CB.E, Agent and Secretary E. C. F. Brown
Chairman L. E. Hart, Esq., J.P. k
Hon, Treasurers U. H, B, Alexander, Esq. 9, Hawks Lane,
E. Parker, Esq., C.B.E., F.C.A.
Canterbury.

Asst, Hon. Treasurer P.T. C. Wright, Esq,

Telephone : Canterbury 64187

13th March, 1964.

Dear Mr, Purchese,

You will have heard from Sir Leslie Thomas
that he is not coming to your meeting on the 4th April.
I have arranged for Mr. AJ. Ross, © Coutity Coumcillor
in the Bridge Blean area, to be present. He will be
prepared to deal with the subject on a factual basise I
would have thought it better to keep politics out of this

subject; it is purely administration.

Yours sincerely, )

A/
k‘(—4 ‘\N‘«ﬂ_

AGENT & SECRETARY.

J. Purchese, Esq.,
"Rosebank,"
High Street,

BRIDGE,
Nr . Canterburys




l1ie Thomss, BE, TD, MP,

House of Commons,

Tondon, $.7W.1

March 1964

be possible
arranged
ready committed on

7&-—- m-:wfs

(B8 Uy

e

1.engham park Farm,
Pishepshourns,
Cantarbury.
7.%.64,
Dear Mr,Purchese,

Thank you for yeur latter and for tha

invitation te come th the mesting you srs holding at Pridsze
Village Hall on 4th April. I should certainly like te coms
to this.

I thought your pamphlets were very good indesed.
Pleases excuse me fer not thanking for them 2t the +ime,but s
we had already discussed it se much, I knaw you would
understand,

Our next Read Safaty mesasating is on Thuraday
2nd April. I hepe to hear what Mr,Chittenden's »3dns are fer
the Pavement between Cartref and Beurnes Park turning., T will
probably also ask what pregraess is being made to imProve thae
exit ente A2 from Unien Lane,which is generally admitted to be
unsatisfactery.

I would be glad if you could briasf me about
recent developments and alse en any matters which we might usefully
Press at thiis juncture. You may ef courss prafar to get in touch
with your ewn perish representative,Mr.Price,whe is I besliave alse
a member of the Read Safety Cemmittee.

Yours sinceregy,

e Nelis

(Geeorgs Cobbett)




THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN Press Bulletin

1
1 -
1 Organiser: John Purchese, ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge. Tel. Bridge 485.

! Campaign Sec.: Brian A. Lewis, 1, Weston Villas, High St., Bridge. Tel. Bridge 254.
16+3.1964

f
The Agent & Secretary,
The Conservative Association, ‘ -
9, Hawk Lane, |
Canterbury.

/ Dear Mr. Brown, ; PRESS INFORMATION

Thank you for your letters dated March 6th.. and
13th., 1964.

i Although naturally disappointed that Sir Leslie
Thomas would be unable to be present at the meeting on April 4th., I was

Not for release until Sun. March 29th. at 3.opm.
|
i very pleased to hear that Mr. A.J. Ross had kindly consented to be

e I noted both your comments as to the size of } ‘
Sir Leslie's constituency and the thought that you felt that road safety
at Bridge was not a political subject.

Administration, I understood, is the responsibility |
of Government - 80, to invite the three men (one of whom will represent |
Bridge's interests in Parliament at the end of 1964) seemed to me to be 2=

eminently suitable. I am sorry you disagree. I note that you now |
shut on Saturdays.

Yours faithfully,

THE MIN. TWINS

‘My dear Everpcn\], an evening as
V ;‘\\‘ Whist possibly — Bridge, never!




THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN Bulletin No. 2

Organiser: John Purchese, ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge. Tel. Bridge 485.
Campaign Sec.: Brian A. Lewis, 1, Weston Villas, High St., Bridge. Tel. Bridge 254.

o B—

15th March, 1964.
Dear Supporter,

The Protest March against the traffic dangers in Bridge High Street
will be on Easter Sunday, 29th March, 1964 as mentioned in our previous
bulletin. The meeting place will be the lay-by a short distance up
the hill towards Canterbury, at a quarter to three in the afternoon.

The March starts at 3.0 p.m. prompt.

The Police say that they will attend with cars and Officers on foot
to ensure safety for the marchers, so please do not hesitate on the
grounds of safety to bring children if you wish - even in prams! The
route for the march is down through the village to St. Peter's Church,
turning off into the road to Bishopsbourne; reforming and returning up
the other side of the High Street to the lay-by for dispersal. Eight
people will be responsible for carrying banners and slogans, and six will
distribute leaflets; but these duties will have been arranged in advance.

Please bring at least one friend with you for the walk, and encourage
all you can to wateh the march from the pavements. This is a serious
demonstration, and the press are taking a lively interest in it, so please
support it as far as you can.

A week after the march there will be a public meeting in the Village
Hall, Bridge, on Saturday 4th April, 1964 at 2.30 p.m. Speakers invited
include a Representative from the Ministry of Transport, and the three
Candidates for the Canterbury Division in the General Election, Sir Leslie
Thomas, M.P., Mr. Ted Moss and Mr. George Cobbett. The Chair will be
taken by the Road Safety Officer for Bridge, Mr. J. D. Smith and the agenda
will include statements from the Campaign Organiser, the three
Parliamentary Candidates and the Ministry Representative. Questions will
be invited, so please come armed to the teeth with good questions !

This Bulletin sees the appearance of the Min. Twins, who will have
a pertinent comment each time they appear.

Thank you for your support.
THE MIN. TWINS
-

Yours faithfully,

Brian A. Lewis,

John Purchese.

‘My dear Everpend, never admit that
statistics prove anything but the need
for delay!’

St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, S.E.1.

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
DIVISIONAL ROAD ENGINEER
METROPOLITAN DIVISION

LONDON ST
TELEPHONE: As8s¥aaba Waterloo 7999
Ext. 2342.

25th March, 196k.

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 4th March inviting an
officer of this Ministry to a meeting at Bridge.

For long established reasons which I am sure you will
readily appreciate, it is not the practice for Ministry
officials to attend the kind of public meeting you have in
mind. I am afraid, therefore, that I must decline your
kind invitation to attend or be represented on the Lth
April. Meanwhile, I understand that the ¥inister is
hoping shortly to write again to Sir Leslie Thomas.

Yours faithfully,

V. Q.8 e

Divisional Road Engineer

J. Purchese, Esq.,
""Rosebank",

High Street,
BRIDGE,
Canterbury,

Kent.
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Day = Regional News.

Newscast
lage of Bridge, Nr. Canterbury,
™ against

ev are protesting

s through the village.
t A.2..Today, the road which runs
is used by nearly 7,000 vehicles a day
D Bridee the A.2,
one hill into the village,

at rer, and here at

of it. people have died, and 47 have
in the last 5 years. Something had to
of 10 year Susan Scarisbrick is that
ter to the b of Transport.
e Mini nsport?"t Well, T
€en so many accidents on the road,
he Ministry of Transport perhaps they

they reply to you?" 'Yes +they did; they
round Bridge.!
L8g2er wWho is trying to orcanise official

Brian ==
T ewi

organised a protest march

march?" !'Because I was
into my car, and also

How Ny e

WHY
DO WL
MARCH?

8 DEAD IN THE LAST
FIVE YEARS!

[l We believe BRIDGE HIGH ST.

It must be BY-
PASSED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!

is dangerous.

[l Meanwhile we urge the Min-
istry of Transport to slow down

the traffic!

PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE. ROSEBANK HIGH ST, BRIDGE

PROTEST BY ‘HEARSES’

With mock hearses and coffins,
150 villagers of Bridge, which
straddles the A2 between Canter-
bury and Daver, marched through
the village yesterday to back their
demand for a by-pass. In the past
five years eight people have died
and 30 have been injured on the
main road,

|

DAL TELER®APA  To-2. doy

protest

| About 150 villagers in Bridge,
between

| a village on the A2
] Canterbury and Dover, used
| coffins, horses and hearses during
|a march yesterday to delay
| traffic and draw attention to their
demand for a by-pass round the
village.
The villagers say that in the
past five years eight people have
been killed

rough
the village. An estimated 600
vehicles were said to be passing
through the village hourly.

Mr Ted Moss, the prospective
Liberal parliamentary candidate,
for Canterbury, pushed his one-
year-old baby in a pram. Mr
George Cobbett, Labour’s pros-
pective candidate, also took part,
but Sir Leslie Thomas, the Con-
servative MP for Canterbury, was
not represented.

FUARE DL AN

Dead slow. road

A procession “of 100 teenagers[
escorting a coffin, a lorry carrying
a wrecked vehicle, and a vintage
car caused traffic. jams yesterday
on the London to Dover mﬂ&:‘
Bridge, neap Canterbury. %
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| ] THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

‘-‘ !
1 May'1 Add h poatﬁc&lpt Qaiha
correspond Wwhich yi
been Rublmmng ‘recentl ;.rpgmdn1
ing the Bridge tre! o}pro em.
| Over a vety long period of time |

I have been in touch ‘with the i DATE,
authorities on the matter, and a: | |
I am sure every responsible
resident of Bridge now undet-
stands, it is part of a- very much
bigger problem.

A number ‘of plan ; chd

min{ issues a:'fn
F the need to by-pass Brldge (nnd
'|it is because of theésa the Minis-
try informs me their engineers
are taking longer than usual),

not the least of which is to]
ensure that ae little as possible

M.OT, REF; HGP: 14424
e Organiser: Joun PurcHESE, BriaN A. Lewis,

Campaign Sec. :
1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge,

Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 254

30.3.1964 ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

VihiSe Dakers, Esq.,

Divisional Road Engineer,
Metropolitan Division,

The Ministry of Transport,

St. Christopher House,
Southwark Street, London, S.E.1

is: taken of of
agrlcultuml lsnd ln Kent,
§ s ' Local Yokel” in bls !
admireble letter so  rightly 2
pointed out, the problem munt
not be handed over to
els«.;e Iintn muistt. hg s}ulv;d i

rhaps it would be as we il’ |
the problem of Bridge as a I Dear Mr. Dakers,
traffic accident spot were put in
its rlght per,sp?;:twe =

ont’ of me the
{ [ latest “ Black | Spot. Record ' for
\ the county \indicating where
\ the most serious and most acci
dents are cccurring. It is'in the O T |
form of & league table showing |

Thank you for your letter dated March 25th.,
1964, saying that your Department must decline the invitation to be
represented at the meeting being held at Bridge on Saturday, April 4th..

' Vilhgasaandga, ontheA2betwemDoveran¢Canterbury taklngpa.rtm

~ @ protest march bewuscth:ywamthcwﬂageby—pamed They claim
| that this section of the road was only built to cope with horse traffic and is
': now used by too many vehicles.

THe TiMES Se-3-196Y

We regret the decision not to attend. The

|EDITORIAL VIEW

WHATa.pity it is that the

has said “no” to an invita-
tion to be represented at an
all-village all-party road
safety meeting to be held at
Bridge tomorrow to further
the claims for a by-passing

‘(BE JUsT AND FEAR NOT

Ministry of Transport .

 The ‘determined villagers

Intended to be in keeping
with the latest official road |
safety posters, |

Nevertheless, aceounts of
the procession showed that
there was traffic chaos. As
the campaigners have other
demonstrations in mind, we

the 51 worst accident spots on
Trunk end Cless 1 roads, calcu- |
lated on a points basis over a

_?eriod of three _years.  Happily|

or all, Bridge is not mcluded
if it were it would be a{-the
bottom of the leaguc wil 23
points against thé 136 points of:
the worst spot ‘et the head of:
the league. |

"I believe #

\Mxmstenal decismn

| will be given in the not too dis-

tant future. I shall continue. to

: BRIDGE MARCH

To the Editor,

I see that Mr. Georgc Cbbbctt
the Socialist candidate, and-Mr.
Ted Moss, the Liberal candidate;
took part in the march throug’h
Bridge in support of a by-pass.
Can it be that they did this be-
cause Aldermaston was cancellcd

phrase in your letter, "attend the kind of public meeting you have in
mind" suggests that you feel it would be a meeting hostile to the

Ministry.

Not soj; the chair is being taken by the Road Safety Officer

and the discussion is intended to be a dispassionate appraisal of the
It would be helpful to receive a brief

situgtion.

statement from your Department in lieu of a representative.

Although

the intention of the Kinister to write to Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P., might

An empty chair at the meeting, and no
statement to offer as a substitute, might suggest to the villagers of
Bridge that the Ministry did not care in the matter, a suggestion we are
sure you would hasten to deplore as far from correct.

Yours faithfully,

; Public Opinion . || saga s e, Vilagers e s e weigh in this matter, we hope that the more immediate point is made —
jl Does Matter! 'ﬁﬁaﬁ’y’ f::"e‘ g:nday. Housg: of Commons, namely that the Ministry of Trensport is at least contemplating action.
CO; ‘was

of A2 traffic. | would urge them to be ey e
i SENIOR,
i For a long time, the || exceedingly careful not to 119 Whitstable Road. o 1 —
ol campaigners have been try- endanger traffic. Their cause Canterbury. e Y bu | John|Purchese.

ing to wrestle with the-
Ministry, but have not been

is good, but one mishap in a
road demonstration could do

Post scriptum.

To facilitate matters, might we ask that this correspondence

N able to come to . This the cause much harm.

i faflure ism mdigc:lg:e of Oniths othes B dil s is shown to G. Davis nsg., Le Durrant, Esq. b. Samu

) officialdom’s  shortsighted- | | sp o:Hn; l?usﬁfessmt’h;sttsucﬁ R. Pearson, Esqe, and R Pearce, ksq. who e had dealinga

f ness in not heeding the eries || methods have to be used to ‘:I;;‘x :i: ‘::::e:;onl believe your lr. Hewett also haa a knowledge
a .

of people who live on the
spot, and who claim that
the accident roll over five
years should be sufficient
evidence to produce effective
action,

| Kease SPRES Wl by

bring home to those in
authority the message of
“Bafety First.” After all, it
is the Ministry’s own slogan!




St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, S.E.1.

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
DIVISIONAL ROAD ENGINEER
METROPOLITAN DIVISION

GA P =

EONREN— R
TELEPHONE: aBBs¥—aaba Va0€rloo 7999

Bxt. 2342

2nd April, 1964,

Dear ifr. Purchese,

With reference to your letter dated 30th March, 196}
and your request for a brief siatement from my Department
instead of a representative at your meeting on Saturday,
April 4th, I would refer you to Mr. R. L. Pearce's letter
of 11th February, 1964.

I do not think that at the present moment I can add
to what HMr. Pearce says in the second and third para—
Yours faithfully,

graphs of his letter.

Divisional Road Engineer

John Purchese, Esq.,
"Rosebank",

High Street,

Bridge,

Canterbury,

Kent.

| passenger
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M.2 TAKES B,_Rﬁ NT o

Comment  from " an’
spokesman af i
on . Tuesday: has
never been an Easter like it:,
before—and  the - weather
could _ hardly “have been
worse.

“But at least we have
some  idea  what to expect ¢
this year—more traffic than
ever before. It is clear that
the M.2 is going to take: the 1
brunt ‘of the" burden' from
now on.”

Dover

established  new
records  when
more people- and . vehicles
passed through the'" port
than  ever recorded . during
a similar holiday period. i
British Railways noted a
remarkable increase in the
number. of  Continentals!
coming. into: Dover, especi-
ally those with* vehicles.
More than 5,000 passen-
gers passed: through Man-
ston Airport over the holi-
day on passenger services.
operated by Air Ferry.to Le |
Tougquet,, Ostend ‘and’. all
partsibf the  Comtitient.
There was a similar ¥jish at
Ferryfield Airport, Lydd.
Kast mesaonen , 4. bu

|| By-Pass Campaign”
||lowed by another,
|| two horsemen, inscribed: “ The

‘| marchers

RCH 31, 1

Traffic
They Hope To Halt
- Road Deaths

“A “PROCESSION OF ABOUT 150 YOUNG
PEOPLE WOUND ITS WAY SILENTLY THROUGH

THE VILLAGE OF BRIDGE ON EASTER SUNDAY

AFTERNOON IN SILENT PROTEST AT THE

| GOVERNMENT’S LACK OF ACTION IN PROVIDING
|A BY-PASS FOR THE BUSY A2 WHICH RUNS

THROUGH THE CENTRE. OF THE VILLAGE.
The villagers claim that the fast road causes too much
traffic to go through the village too quickly, resulting in too

many accidents.

Headed by a banner * Bridge
and fol- |
preceding

road was built for this the
came through the
village towards Dover from a

‘| point half-way down one hill |

leading into the village and
returned in the opposite diree-
tion,

t one lime over 100 cars
were held up by the marchers.

wog
EIGHT DEATHS

Included in the proce;sloa

were lorries bearing a wrecke

car, its woof half torn off,
T, Syml

Daimler ca: boli
:? t‘gg‘ ',‘{,eh?cinﬁsﬂfon Which  the

i

£

Three marchers were pull-

ing a coffin with a small sign
informing passers-by that in
the  past five years eight
peopléhad died in the 300-
yargslong stretch of road
through the village.

i reh, - helpers.
diRgim!gedt{xeeaﬂeI&mtcg‘ watchers
on' . the. pavement and to
motorists in the cars held up by

the procession. y

RN AR

ing in %eé rocessi
rospectivé Parliamen-
mm.gg 1::1?13.2??0‘1 _the Labour

Cobbett and . Moss.

EVERY METHOD

At the end of the march, the
crganisers. Mr. John Purchese

ani
“Kentish Observer” that th
intended to use “every method”
fo bring home to ‘the Ministry
the state of affairs in Bridge.
A protest meeting is to be
held on Saturday afternoon in
the village hall. A Ministry
of ~Transport representative
had been invited, but the in-
vitation was declined, said

Mr. Purchese.

The prospective Liberal and
l’..a'nour‘p candidates would be
there, however, he said.

. County Councillor A. J. Ross
is to represent the Conserva-'
_tive Party at the meeting.

The three parties” views of the
situation are summariseq in a
small leaflet” handed out by the

Mr. Brian Lewis, told the|
ey

Silent Protest
chers Block
ster

deny that a tiny village sitting
astride the main artery to the
c is a
century anachronism. Couple
_this  with its geographical
situation in the trough be-
tween two hills with vehicular
traffic accelerating through its
narrow street in order to gain
momentum to climb the hill
on the other side, and it is
obvious that the by-pass is not
se much a question of ‘if " as
‘when "
Prospective Labour  Parlia-
mentary candidate Mr. George
S. Cobbett is quoted as com-

menting: “The situation is
bound to become more dan-

gerous because of the comple-

| “Mo one in his senses could
r
i

protesters during the demon-
stration.

BY-PASS PLANS

In the Tleaflef, Canterbury’
Pt,. - Sir Leslie ThT%mas
quoted as saying : ¥The
stry_of Transport has'plans for
a limited - by-pass = running
{rom the junction of M2/A2 at
Brenley Corner, cutting through
South Canterbury and by-pass-
ing Bridge on the northern side |
of the village. 1
“This would alleviate the |
problem of traffic _in the

village High Street, but would
seriously interfere with valu-
able agricultura] and horti-
cultural holdings.

“The Ministry are also con-
side a by-pass of Can-
terbury which would join with
the A2 near Lydden. Both
these schemes would .help the
local problem of Bridge.™
Mr.'J. H. Stewart, chairman
of Canterbury Division Liberal
Association, is quoted in the|
leaflet as saying: |

B2

@@

8 rn Liberal Islarrhfs Mr, G. S

tion of part of the M2 motor=-
way from London. -

“SEVERAL YEARS”

“This will certainly increase
the Teaffic through Bridge, while
the new housing development
there means that more people.
and particularly children,  will
be exposed to the danger. =

“No doubt a by-pass round |

Bridge will be built eventu-

ally, but this may not be for

several years.

“Until then, more must be
done to reduce the speed and
danger of traffic in the High
Street. We know that tﬁe
vigorous efforts of many resi-
dents _have already achieved
improvements. - But more still
needs to be done, and I wish
them further success.”




%

But many travellers had to
wait before they could drive
thrangh the village.

Atfer the marchers had moved

. slowly through Bridge in one

direction, they turned and made
an even slower trip back to the
lay-hy

I'hie campaigners have been
réssing for a by-pass round the
Village=which straddles the main

) allow 4 steady ome-way flow.

By Eddie

to do.

Many activities have been

weeks.

“We will' really shake the
Ministr,”” said campaign organ-
iser, Mr. John Purchese. “And
afterwards they surely must do
something about the danger

ere.””

Dover-bound traffic descending
the Jong hill into the village had
to halt as the procession mbved
off from a lay-by half-way down
the gradient.

Banners

There wera several near crashes
as the marchers headed with a
banner reading “Bridge By-Pass
Campaign,” began: to block half
the road. 4

It comsisted largély oF goung
people, but severaléfamilies were
taking part and “one man was
being pushed in a wheel-chair.

Mr, George Cobbett, Canter-
burs’s Labour ° Parliamentary
candidafe, ‘and the Liberal can-
didate, Mp/*Ted Moss, with his
wife and'young son, were present.
Then came another banner,
“The Road Was Built For This,”
which. was followed by two riders
on:horseback and a veteran car!
‘)'l')m next banner - read, /‘Not.,

TH e £ 5

This, was'a huge cdal ldrry
loaned for the ogcasion by a loeal

| contractor, followed by a wreeked

estate car, borne on a low-load
trailer; t )

Closerbehind this was a scarlet-
draped coffin' on 'a hand-cart ae-
companied ' by three bearers in
black. . .i.¢ :

Police: were keeping an eye on
the procession and holding up all
the vehicles in one direction tog"'

arranged for the next few:

Thomson

ABOUT 150 marchers set up a 'deliberate
traffic jam on Easter Sunday . . . in their
campaign for a by-pass round the danger-spot
village of Bridge, near Canterbury.
The chaos amid the holiday rush was'the latest effort
by campaigners against local road safety hazards. And'

they succeeded in halting traffic for hundreds of yvards
in both directions—which was exactly what they intended

Now they plan to embarrass the Ministry of Trans-
port into doing something about the safety of the village.

A2 two miles from Canterbury
towards Daver—for some time.

Mr. Purchese’ has decided mot
to form a committee: He prefers
direct. action, and everything is
arranged ‘befween him and”20°
year-old campaign eecretary, Mr.
Brian Léwis, who has been active
in'mahy ways ‘in\trying to ‘gain
safety measures for the 1,200 vil-
lagers.

At 'the moment fraffic’ sweeps
down- into.the village from" both
«directions, on steep hills, gaining
speed to elimb away up the other
side of the valley.

Mr. Parchese and Mr. Lewis
claim that  although thers is.a
30 miles an “hour speed - limif
vehieles go through.the village at
much higher speeds.

. One " of. the * two ' léafles
ﬁxr}n‘ardlersjwere halndir;g out bsai\l
\thate ‘eight! speople: have - heen
kfu‘i;d"tg‘;g mﬂ?:speedmg throught
the narrow main’ etréef; in the

last five péars.

‘Danger’

“Now tkat_the M.2:je in, full
use thé danger hére has beén
made . even', greater,”) said: Mr,
Lewis, .who, like Me: Purchese;
liyes adjacent fo,the AL2.

fter the march, Mr. Purchese
gaid lie was happy with the way !
things had .gone,

“It proved to he a hig success,
and we are hoping that- some-
thing will be done soon.”

Mr. Purchese has arranged a
ublic:mieéting in Bridge uluga
Tall tomorrow, which will " be |
attended by My, A, J, Ross, Con-
servative (,);)unty Councillor, Mr,
Cobbett, dnd My, Moss, -

“We inyited the Mmistr£ of

hey have

= ; Transport to-come, but t
o 2 said AMr

Banners halt cars

. LYNTON CuTIA

| Two di

IR

5

- on Kent
roads

MUPORISTS on Kent’s
roads during the
Easter week-end holiday

responded to the Minister
of Transport’s plea for
courtesy.

And in spite of traffic
reaching an all-time record
on _some main roads, only
two people were killed—
the same number who died
during Easter, 1963,

One death was at Bekes-
bourne, where auto-cyclist
Mr. Albert Edward Ken-
nett, 65, of Distant View,
Bekesbourne, died after a
collision with a car at the
junction of :Adisham-rd.,
Bekesbgurne.

The other death was a
19-year-old ~ motor-cyclist,
Mr. Peter Warner, of Nin-
field-rd’, Bexhil], killed on
the ' A21 Hastings to Lon-
don road at- Lamberhurst
on Friday in a head-on col-
lision with a car.

‘BUSIEST

An Automobile Associa-
tion spokesman said that
the A2 London to Dover
road via: Canferbury was
the busiest in the county.

And the M2 - motorway -
carried its biggest traffic
quota so far.

The - holiday began
quietly, and some Troads
were almost deserted on
Friday. The coldest Easter
for 80 years kept many
motorists at home.

It was Easter Monday
that brought out the traf-
fic. Late in the evening
3,500 vehicles an hour were

streaming home along the




way they hope to attract the attention of the Minis;

protest march at Bridge on Sunday, where the villagers are demanding a by-pass. This is one

ter of Transport. wewsu Greste

|

[A

.| him until we' get-our by-pass.
Both watched. as the cars began |

five years. i

The coffin, with a wrecked cary
heayy ‘lorries, horses’ and ‘a
veteran car—and accompanied by

home the demands' that Bridge is
| making ’tor a by-pass.
| The procession held ‘up holiday
,motorists. At one time about 100
cars were' queueing /to - pass
through the: village:

‘Meanwhile, organisers Mr, John

‘| Purchese, a film industry cameras

man, “and  20-yéar-old - Brian

‘|| Lewis, son of a;local councillor,

«rubbed their hands.

\[*, ¥This is just what we hoped
for,” they' confessed. “This de=

illagers shows

monstration. of

on: until>the -Minister of Trans-

port ‘gives in.
i

to pile up and the cortege made
its.way slowly towards the bottle-
neck village centre. And ‘pile up
was almost the right  word.
Seyeral cars ‘speeding. down to-
wards Bridge had®, to brake
viglently to pull up before crash-
ing-into the rear of the.queue.
“See,” said one villager. “That's
the® sort of ' thing that we are
trying to "avoid here. Motorists
don't seem to be aware of the
gapdgers of going too fast through
Hidge.r

Young and Old

In Sunday’s. procession weré
the ordinary folk of Bridge who
have no axe to grind—other than
their desire for safer roads. They
were both  young and old, par-
ents: with their children and
members of the local youth ' club.

Also-in the procession was Mr.
Ted Moss. the Canterbury pros-
pective Liberal Parliamentary
candidate, Mr. Moss, accompanied
by hls( wife, pushed his year-old
child 'in a pram. Cllr. George
Cobbett, the Labour Party’s Gen-
eral Election candidate, also took
part. But there was no represen-
tative of Sir Leslie Thomas, the
Conservative M.P.

The next step in Bridge's fight
for a by-pass is Saturday’s pro-
test meeting in the Village Hall.

The chairman will ‘be the local
road safety’ officer (Mr. J. D.
Smith). On the platform will be
=Mr. Moss, Mr, Cobbett and Cilr,

PURPLE-COVERED coffin_trundled slowly through the
main street of Bridge on Easter Sunday afternoon. It was
a grim and grisly teminder from the villagers—without much |
love—to the Minister of Transport. i
It was a reminder that eight people have died and another
50 have been injured in road accidents at Bridge over the last |

about 150 . villagers—hammered {

by 0 ,rpd;:q is sincere in their |
| demands ) 125 deee
~“And this sort of thing is going ||
We shall pester [

A, J. Ross will represent Sir
Leslie Thomas. ;
“The Minister, of Transport was
invited "to send a represehtative
but haz declined,” said Mr. Pur-
chese. “So there will be an empty
chair ' on ‘the platform labelled
“The Ministry of Transport.””
Mr.. Purchese' and Mr. Lewis |’
have' further stunts up their|
sleeves for. keeping Bridge . be-
fore the Minister's eyes. <%
Said Mr. Purchese: “We shafl
be doing semething else in a fort-
night's time. It's a good one bt
1 cannot reveal what it isl\;rﬁt

yet.’

|

YOUNG AND OLD

—

DEMAND BY-PASS
Bridge On The March




PEOPLE (?E BRIDGE escort a coffin throug]
o

Village angry

.at by-pass
delay,

| TEENAGERS and their parents caused a traffie
I pile-up on the London—Dover A2 road near

Canterbury on Sunday afternoon when they escor-
ted a purple-covered coffin through a village.

Other youngsters handed
out leaflets which declared
that eight people had died:
in local road crashes in the
past five years.

Also in the procession
were two men  6h horse-
back and a'veteran car
(tied on a lorry) — to stress
| what the road! was origin-
(ally ‘built for—and a
wrecked“car on'a‘lorry be- |
hind the coffin_and !bare-
headed mourners, z

he village in silent pro
¥ against delays in building a by-pass. -

THE HEAD of the “funeral procession ”

[715 happened at  Bridge.
Jams formed at both ends of
the High Street, ast they
marched up and down for, an
hour in ‘protest against delay
in building a by-pass «around
the village.

Mr.  John Purchese, the
campaign organiser, {and Mr,
Brian Lewis, secretary, told
a& KENT MESSENGER  re-
(porter: at Bridge: “The time
Of ‘the exercise has been
chosen to cause the maximum
traffic dislocation, i

“To follow-up the |march
there will be a public meeting
at Bridge on Saturday to
iv&l;x:&l;ma sp?kesman from the

'y o {
been invited, Transportl‘ e

“Also present Will ‘be repre-
sentatives of the Conlsgxrf)vllg~
1 and Labour ¢om-

mittees, Canterbury Division,
“These activities have been |
provoked by the apparent in-

fference of "the Mlglstry of

—w._{_v—‘w
e =
3
5%
o
g
g
=

Transport to the rapidly de-
veloping dangers in the High
Street caused: by too many
cars ‘and lorries trying to
speed through to attack the
hills' which * lead away from
the High Street at both ends”.

Bridge, where between

6,300-6,700 vehicles pass along |

the High Street EVERY DAY,
has' no . Belisha or  Panda
crossings and no traffic
lights.

FLASHBACK TO 1963—An
official of the county council
told a public inquiry in Octo-
ber (into a filling-station ap-
plication) that the amount of
traffic at Bridge justified a
three-lane carriageway, where-
as the High Street is 18 FEET
wide and grossly over-loaded.

ve
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Sunday just after tal
march through Bridge
Mr. Moss said: “I have been
asked . why my family and I
joined'the protest march in
Bridge. We, as a family, took
part. because we believe iha
not only here in Bri it
all ovet “the country,
roads dre both completely in-
adequate for the motor traffic
that they must bear, and also
deadly dangerous to both
pedestrians and motorists
alike. 3
“What conditions will® e
like-in- 1974 I ‘shudder to
think” We  are shirking our
duty to the future generation |
by failing ' to implement
immediately, proposals made
in the Buchanan Report and
by. the - Crowther Steering

BRIDGE BY-PASS™
APPEALMARCH’

R, Ted Moss, prospective: Liberal:ca
Canterbury “Dlvision, made a Sta
Canterbury Liberals” I?%ional Executive Committee on

Committee.

“As’ far'-back as 1952 we |
Liberals made proposals simi- |
lar to those recently propedn- |
ded by Buchanan; proposals |
for the segregation of vehicles [
and pedestrians.” i

OVERCROWDED

Mr. Moss went on:

“As the number of vehicles |
on our already’ overcrowded
roads increases — an esti-
mated* doubling i the next
ten years — so the number of
| pecple killed and maimed on
four roads will increase.

! “Minor battles of the
Somme will be seen on our
‘toads all over the country un-
lless we determine 't0 plan

otherwise now.

“We - Liberais, offer the
}na.tion a plan to help reduce
| the appalling carnage on our
roads, and to give Britain
& proper modern transport
system.

“Briefly, we say commence
implementing Crowther and
| Buchanan now. Immediately
set: up Regional Anthorities
throughout the country to |
plan the segregation of pedes-
trians and vehicles now. Re-
Plan our city traffic to remove
all through traffic from the
streets and create precinct
shopping centres,

“Implémenti.a  dynamic
roads progralime now. The
current development of roads,
particularly  motorways,  is
staggering in 'its inefficiency
and inadequacy — we have
built only 59 miles of motor-
way a year since 1958. Liberal
Policy States that we must
spend £200,000,000 a year on
our roads over the next 20
‘years; 4
. “THS, sum  will provide s

With "4 comprehensive " ‘net.
‘work of _.motqrwg.ys, wider

L N

Lib. candidate
lidate for the
ment” to the

¥’ part in the by-pass appeal
lage. F

ways, new ring roads, flyovers
and bridges.

“Traffic delays in 1961 bave
been estimated ‘to have cost
the nation £500,000,000. It is
net a question. of us being
unablé to’ afford new” roads,
but a question of us being
unable not to afford them.

POLICY .77

“Road policy of course must
2lso be considered in con-
junction with other forms of
transport. The railway, canal,
sea, air and hovercraft, forms
of travel must all be.co-ordi-
nated to fake account of com=
munity benefits”, he declared.

“Liberals nonetheless T be-
lieve in incentive and true
competition. We do not sub- )
scribe to nationalism of road
haulage nor its extension to
other forms of transport.
Rather do we believe that
effective co-ordination of
transport can only s |
achieved by the free choice
of the consumer between ser-
vices based on something like
true economic cost. B

“On the own admission of
the Ministry of Transport]
there are dozens of places in
a much worse plight than
Bridge. It is our duty as citi- |
zens to ensure that these |
Jfraffic probleis.are dealt with
@S- a .matter of national
€mergency. I have already
made my position about con-
ditions in Bridge quite plain”.

KX Mégsiosteel - in. o
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(had joined the march.
| “We

in Bridge, but all over the coun-
try, our roads are both completely
inadequate for the motor traffic
that they must bear  and also
deadly dangerous to -both pgdcs-
trians and motorists alike,” he
said. .

“What conditions will be like
in 1974 I shudder to think. We
are shirking our duty to the
| future generation by failing to
limplement  immediately pro-
posals made in the Buchanan
Report and ~bv the Crowther
Steering Commiittee.

“As far back as 1952, we

Liberals made proposals similar
| to those recently propounded by
Buchanan — proposals for the
segregation ‘of vehicles and
pedestrians.
“ Ac the number of vehicles on
our already overcrowded roads
increases -——an estimated doubl-
|ing in the next ten years—so the
!number of people killed and
| maimed on our roads will in-
crease. ]

“ Minor.battles of the Somme
| willibe seen on our roads all over
the eountry unless we determine
| to plan otherwise now.

! “We Liberals. offér the nation
a plan to help.reduce the appall-
| ing carnage on our roads and to
|give Britain ' a proper madern
‘ltransport system,” he said.
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Among those taking part in the
Bridge by-pass demand march on | implementing
Mr. Ted Moss. the e
Liberal Parliamentary candidate. | Up regio.

| mittee gn why he and his family

| &¢ a family took part be-
cause ' we .believe that not only

o e sa menc
“Briefly, wcro);v l:'n (t“]. n;g
. Immediately
(P ;‘:‘gthorities-through'
to plan the

the ‘country

t
The same day he made a report | oU gl il
to thz- Divisional Executive Com- | Segregation of pedes

vehicles mow. Replan our city
t:amcc to remove all hrougg
traffic from the streets an
te pedestrian precint_:t shop-

;E centres.

*Implement a dynaniic roads
programme now. The current de-
velopment of roads, parficularly
motorways, is staggeri in its
ineffici v and inadequcy. We
have built only 59 .miles of
motorway a year smcg“l%&

“ Liberal policy states that we
must spend £ 000,000 a year on
our roads over the next 2) years.
THhis sum will providé us with a
icomprehensive network of
‘motorways, wider trunk roads,
dual carriageways, new ring
roads, flyovers and bridges.

“Traffic delays in 1961 have
been estimated to have cost the
nation £600,000,000. It is not ' a
question of us beink unable to
afford new roads, but a question
of us being unable not to afford
them. ‘

‘“Road policy of course must
also be considered in conjunctjon
with other forms of transport.
The railway, canal, sea, air and
hovercraft forms of travel must
all be co-ordinated to take
account of community benefits.

“ Liberals, nonetheless, believ
in incentive =nd true competi-
tion. We do not subscribe to
nationalisation of road haulage,
nor its extension to other forms
of transport. Rather do we be-
lieve that effective co-ordination
of ' transport can only
achieved by the free choice of
the consumer between services
based on something like true
economic cost.

“On the own admission of the
Ministry of Transport, there are
dozens of places in a much
worse plight than Bridge. b

“It is our duty as citizens to
|ensure that these traffic prob-
| lems are dealt with as a matter
of national emergency. I have
alreqd_y made my position about
conditions in Bridge quite plain.”

“H 1 am returned to Parliament
for this constituency I shall con=
sider it one of my first duties to
exert allithe pressure that I poOs-
sibly cate upon the Minister. ‘of
Transport until Bridge iy [ by-
passed” kenasi gazetre « bl

—_—




The Ministry of Transport knows our

A. Wedgwood-Benn, Esq.,
House of Commons,
London, S.W.l

Dear Mr. Wedgwood-Benn,

It was suggested that I should contact
you over the traffic problem at Bridge since you have been Labour spokesman
on Transport at various times. At all events, you would know to whom this
letter should be addressed - and possibly you would pass it on.

We have a curious situation in this
village brought about by monumental inactivity on the part of the Ministry
of Transport. Bridge lies on A2, some three miles from Canterbury on the
Dover Road. A quick glance at the map will show you that A2 is in almost
a straight line between London and Dover, with the Dartford Tunnel loop
connecting northbound traffic to the road, and with 25 miles of M2 motorway
included from Rochester to Brenley Corner near Faversham. The making of k2
has attracted a considerable amount of the old 420 traffic, and commercial
fleets are switching to the A2 route to the Continent through Dover.

The village itself is in a valley, so
that all drivers instinctively speed up throughthe village High Street in
order to attack the opposite hill. There are in the High Street no traffic
lights, no pedestrian crossings and poor gas-lighting at night. The
carriageway is only 18' wide at points with pavements under 3' wide.
Traffic is 'restricted' to 30m.p.h. There have been 8 deaths in the last 5
years in this street, 22 cases of serious injury and 27 cases of slight
injury. We have had promises of a by-pass on and off over the past 15

years, but nothing happens. This Campaign staged a protest march

on Easter Sunday attended by 150 of the village's 900 population, and a
meeting was held in the village hall yesgerday where the Labour and Liberal
Parliamentary Candidates spoke. The M.P., Sir Leslie Thomas, was reppesented
by a Conservative County Councillor. Sir Leslie, in a letter to the local
press the day before said "I have in front of me the latest 'Black Spot
Record' for the county...It is in the form of a league table showing the 51
worst accident spots on Trunk and Class 1 roads...Happily for all, Bridge is
not included." Bridge is 53rd. in the League, but when you note that 1lst.
had 2 fatalities, 14 serious accidents and 43 slight accidents over a 3 year
period it is not difficult to see Bridge very nearly rivals these figures.

feelings about the road conditions, but does nothing at all.  There are
five other villages along A2 between Brenley Corner and Dover gho have
the same problem; Boughton, Harbledown, Kearsney, Lydden and Temple Ewell.
We are thinking of contacting these villages to make a combined gprotest
to the Ministry, but at the same time we feel Bridge has a particular
claim of urgency, being 53rd. in County League table or no. N
Could we ask you to examine this ¥
matter ? The Labour prospective Parliamentary candidate ( whd sits.
on the Bridge-Blean R.D.C. Road Safety Committee ) is Mr. George Cobbett,
who lives at Langham Park Farm, Bishopsbourne, Canterbury, Kent.
Hle can confirm the situation. I apologise for adding to your work,
but having met you - as the sound recordist in the A-R.T.V. team who

covered your re-election at Bristol - I know from what Jou said at the
time that you consider human problems of this kind in a serious manmer.

Yours faithfully,

= i
Johnj( Purchese.




52441964

The Director,

The Road Research Laboratories,
D.8.I.R., Harmondsworth,
Niddlesex.

Dear Sir, Nt :

The Bridge By-Pass Campaign is primarily a road
safety campaign, since in this village High Street on A2 betwéen \Dover

and Canterbury, there have been 8 deaths during thepast 5 years, 22 cases
of serious injury and 27 cases of slight injury. (Figures that are 15
times the Nationzl average when rated against popula?&on). %

Because of an interesting psy¢chological peint
about driving through the village, there being a hill on each side, we
suffer a great deal from speeding vehicles and there have been cases of
lorries whose brakes have failed in a spectacular fashion during ﬁba
past years. It is because of these conditions =~ the 18' wide
carriageway — the 7,000 plus vehicles per day - the bends in the rdgd.-
the lack of crossings and traffic lights - that I felt it worth whiﬁek
drewing your attention to these conditions. There are wprse places| ng
doubt, but the drivers seem lulled into false security, and this aspect ;
would appear to be of interest. )

There is talk of an eventual by-pass, but sincs "

will happen in the distant future, we are having to think in terms of
improvement on the present road to combat the rapidly increaging traffic
through to Dover on this popular road. It is popular becauseg of the
construction of M2, 25 miles of motorway. Traffic census figures show
an increase of 47% since the opening of M2, between Brenley ¢orner and
Canterbuyy. The bulk of this traffic we feel corminues to Dower through

Ntdge, If you would like to go any further with this
matter, I know you will contact the Ministry of Transport. ?heir ref.
number is at the head of this letter.

Yours faithfully,

5441964

The Secretary,

The Ministry of Transport,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.l

- for the attention of the Minister.

Dear Mr. Marples,
At 2 Public Meeting held in the
Village Hall, Bridge, on Saturday April 4th., attended by speakers from
the three political parties, and chaired by the Road Safety Officer for
the district, the following Resolution was proposed, seconded and carried
nemine contradicente:-

"That this Meeting urges the Minister of Transport, as an interim road
safety measure, to provide traffic lights at the Jjunction of Patrixbourne
Road and High Street, Bridge, and to reinstate the pedestrian crossing
across the High Street at this point - these being the minimum measures
to. combat the heavy and increasing traffic through the village.”

: This Resolution was proposed by‘ﬂ?;““‘“ﬂh“
HeT. Price and seconded by Mr. J.J. Williamson. All speakers at the
leeting condemned your inaction over the matter of road safety in Bridge,
and the fact that your Hinistry failed to send a Representative to the
Meeting was underlined by the fact that we had a vacant chair at the
table with the legend "linistry of Transport Representative" printed
in front of it.
: ’ Yours faithfully,

~J3.3f. Smith.




5+44.1964

The Clerk of the Couneil,
Dover Rural District Council,
Temple Ewell, Kent.

Dear Sip,

The Bridge By=~Pass Campai
&n is probably known to
{gzzgggzzzzia;ssiof:ozg :ﬁ véii;gars at Bridge attempting to Penetrate
£ the istiry of Transport and ach
road conditions for motorists ang Pedestrians alike in Brﬁ:: BaSer

A public meeting was held yesterd i
Hall at Bridge. The Ministry had been asked tg se:d N i ohigleae

n. The politicians came, but the

Out of the discussion, chaired b;
y Mre J.D. S
::;:rf:f:)tya?;tize:,bcam: the suggestion that ihe 8ix villages (::-th’
- ected by the increase in 42 traffic - Bo 1
aown, Bridge, Lydden, Kearsney and Tenm ) 3T Jeuaiarile-
ple Ewell - shoulq combine i
representations to the Ministry. Mr. a.J Ros R
¢ Min . P B id that unified
strength of that king might well achiey tnes i
efforts of various loczl groups. d * Rl Sas thealndiviguel
I would like to approach your Coun
particularly to Lydden, Kearsney ang Temple Ezell to s
suggestion meets with approval in broad outline.

cil with regard
ee if such g
- . I am well aware that
Such as your Council cannot
go::ibly align itself with a highly unofficisl body such as th: Bridge
y~FPass Campaign. However, if your Council knew of one unofficial
Person in much the same position as myself who might be interested
forces might be Joined satisfactorily, Y04
Letters are being written to the other authorities

on the same lines a 3 i
comments, 8 this; we should be very glad to hear youp

Yours faithfully,

9th April, 1964.

Bulletin No. 3.

THE _BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGH.

Organiser: John Purchese, "Rosebank", High Street, Bridge. (Bridge 485).
Campaign Sec: Brian A. Lewis, 1 Weston Villas, High St., Bridge. (Bridge 254).
Campaign Sec

Dear Supporter,

ici i i 1ting in
The March was excellent from the publieity viewpoint, resul
photogr:phs and reports in "The Times", "The Guardian", "The ].Jal?;y Telegraph,
"The Baily Express", "The Daily Herald" - and fully reported in The Kentish
Gazette", "The Kent Herald", "The Kentish Express", "The Kentish Observer'" and

"The Kent Messenger'.

We want to thank everyone who turned out for th_}s demonstrl'atlon, a %3,
those who kindly gave great assistance in the provision of vehicles and exhibits.
Thank you all very much. By the way; did you see the coverage on ITN News
later the same evening?

The Meeting on 4th April proved that there is much genuine concern il:l
the village about the road safety conditions. Mr. A. J. Ross, represer.ztlng
Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P., promised all support at county level and explained
how priorities are often a difficult problem to resolve. Mr. George Cobbett,
a member of the local Road Safety Committee, stated what had been done at
Local level and put forward suggestions about street lighting which will be
taken up with the appropriate authority. Mr. Ted Moss spoke of the need to
ginger up authority and to tackle the problem of road accidents as a whole.
He gave the opinion that road-fund taxation for heavy goods vehicles should be
stiffened, to put goods back on the railways and other forms of transport, thus
relieving roads such as Bridge High Street.

From the floor came regrets that Sir Leslie Thomas was not present.
Mr. Ross explained that Sir Leslie was engaged elsewhere. From Councillor
H, T. Price came the proposal of a resolution "that this Meeting urges the
Minigter of Transport, as an interim road safety measure, to provide traffic
lights at the junction of Patrixbourne Road and High Street, Bridge, and to
reinstate the pedestrian crossing across the High Street at this point - these
being the minimum measures to combat the heavy and increasing traffic through
the village". This has been forwarded to Mr. E. Marples., Of the other
suggestions made at the meeting, you will receive renorts in due course when
the suggestions have been investigated.

The main point that arises from the meeting is that all action must be
directed at the Ministry of Transport. The County Council is doing all it can,
and giving our campaign every sympathy. We must hammer relentlessly at the




The Man Behind
Bridge’s
Campaign

|
| John Purchese, aged 39,
‘ organiser of the Bridge
| Bypass Campaign, lives in
the village with his wife
and five children. This
dynamic, bearded, mild-
| mannered man is.a sound
| mixer engaged on - T.V.
{ films produced by British
| and American companies,
For eight years he was
films consultant to . the
British Red Cross Society's
publicity _department, and
he is a shop steward in the
Association of Cinemato-
graph, Television and Allied
Technicians  — the film
worker’s union.
He first took up the cause
of the village’s dangerous
| High Street when a man
l was killed in an accident
|

outside the Village Hall
Since then, he has met oppo-
sition and official procrasti-
nation with a wry but deter-
mined humour.

Each letter he has written
to the Ministry has been
|- answered by 'a different
| minor official. So ‘now he
| heads his letters - “For
| - eirculation t0” each official

with whom he has had

correspondence, begins them
. "Gentlemen™ ‘instead of

“Dear Sir,” and” addresses

them = to “The _Ministry

Group.”

He hopes satire may even-
tually prick Whitehall into
| action.

‘ ‘He says he has found it
| difficult "to get any action
| from “local = Conservative
I officials, and = showed re-
|

porters a letter he received
from the local Conservative
Association  which  states,
“I would have thought it
better to keep politics out
of this subject; ‘it is purely
|~ administration,” - :
-“I am not. anti-Conserva-
tive, says Mr, Purchese,
but he maintains that local
communities' problems are,
;ﬁ‘s: facto, political ques-
| S:

| _He is determined to get

|
| someone to some kind
of action,

——

Ross; who came in his stead.

T <3|

on the list of traffic “black |

ggﬁs" in Kent. This w.:asI

correct, and it indicated that the

efforts of the Bridge villagers,

alone might not be sufficient to
uce results. =~ =

pr"":l"his 1S a political issue,” Mr.

Ted Moss told the villagers.

“Your rotest is a 'prq'test

: against Government policy.”

. Permanent officials in Whlte-{

Y1 hall merely carried out ge

policies laid down by ';‘

Government of the day, he said, |

2 : and the only way to ensure that |

those policies were changed was l
to change the Government.

; 5 -
1 dged that, if he was
Combined Action By " io:v.ivx
bury in Parliament, he would
personally make it his husl'-'
.x H ness to “plague and badger
l ' a es the Mlnf;ter of Transport
until he got some action on
Bridge’s problem.

i far;
LABOUR SaNDsLIBERALy PARLIAMENEARYS: 2200, 205 o o ottt
CANDIDATES, A COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND A fﬁi‘}, éx:ru&ulgnl;es X;gsé%if'}%r
ROAD SAFETY OFFICER WERE ON THE PLAT- the best way of improving
traffic conditions in Bridge High

FORM AT THE PUBLIC PROTEST MEETING IN sn»eet,A S i
: o o S L NCED BY A tioner irom't.t;e floor

(0)al
BRIDGE BYPASS CAMPAIGN ON SATURDAY .. 2550 the fact ot Bridge’s
v “black spo

e oon: R S
And there was a place set at the speakers’ table for g;ggdgg’ihhé;?oré"ivé"get N
another interested party : a Ministry of Tramsport official thing done? Srat o
spokesman. But the man from the Ministry did not come. e e T |
Another invited guest whof TThe entir = —. Councillor H. D, Price, Chair- '
by his ab: entire road, - from : Parish C i
i S o Se | pronby Shemer o ®h mar’ of Brdes Fenih Cotncl

bury’s Conservative M.P. in a most terrible state when District councillor, proposed |
“Why isn’t-Sir Leslie here ?” outhink of the amount of | *"C campaign press for a|

demanded an angry speaker raffic "!,at is required to pass edestrian crossing and traffic

from the floor, Mr. John :’,‘:;gggho'r :?Iig Mr. "gr" Pu’: ights. His proposition was

Yillamson,, of - Beech Mount, |+ SNTSe: OrBaniser of=the “eam=) .22y

Conyngham Lane, Bridge. R emple Ewell are contem. . Also carried was a proposal
COMBINED ATTACK plating a protest march on the PY Mr. John Williamson that}

« : i < i i to
hieias a prior engagement,” | Hnes of the -one: we ‘had in b canEAIEn BISSS fOF SiERs 10

replied County Councillor A. J. | Bridge last Sunday.” village warning motorists that
it was Councillor Ross who NEJYMPATHIGER S Y LS ADRRUa R s JanKer
suggested that the Bridge com- | , Councillor Ross told the vil- 'S‘%Ot' ortalalenss pmdam“ggi
mittee got together“with five | 1A8ers that he sympathised with Bridge °~ welcomes  carel
other Kent villages who also | (e and had in fact been drivers. d that the
have traffic problems—Bough- | 18hting “the permanent officials . Mr. Purchese aDorE g
ton,  Harbledown, Temple |12 Whitehall” to get conditions Ministry of Transport ha fa~’
Ewell, Lydden and Kearsney | O the road improved for. years. | ready refused permission for|

BACKGROUND
ON BRIDGE

According to the Bypass
Bridge's I

tion is now not far short of
1,000. Between ' July 1st,
1958 and June 30th, 1963,
the Ministry of Transport
have said that there were
20 involving per-

atingihe hope that a combined | Sir L eslle Thomas. oo, was | “black spot. signs.

attack on tehall would € coul O improvi

produce more results than a | matters, he said. *’. L NOT EXHAUSTED
solo effort. I am not sure that the time ~ And he replied to a sug|

The meeting agreed to this. |has not arrived when you might from Councillor Ross that the
Resolutions to restore Bridge’s | aPProach the other "villages— campaign had exhausted all the
edestrian crossing, and to press | Boughton, Harbledown, Temple possibilities for bringing the
or {raffic lights and for speed|Ewell, Lydden and Kearsney— village’s problem to the atten-
limit signs at the ends of the | 0 see if they will join you In a tion of the Ministry with the
village were passed; but the one | Protest, and see if the Minister single word, “No.”
proposal that nobody suggested | Will receive a deputation from had i ¢
was that the campaign should | the six villages,” said the Coun- A 3t an dmprompiu. pregs
press for a bypass. And this | cillor. | conference after e meeting,

was odd because, after all, the | This was such a serious mat- | Mr.. Purchese watned reporters

meeting had been called by the | et that it needed the combined | that they might find their week-
Bridee Bypass Campaign; h

elp of everyone, no matter | €0ds Occupied very frequently
‘what his political colouri.l '?f, ‘throushout the summer.
bring it to a successful con- | The chair at the meeting was

(clusion, Y itaken b; .. T. D, ith,

""" 53RD ON LIST ‘Bridge - Blean RDC's Road
_Leslie Thomas had com- Safely Officer. Gl T

Mmue“m.gu&l ' -

sonal injury in Bridge High
Street. Five people were
killed, nine were seriously
injured and 19 slightly in- _
jured in these accidents.
This was before the opening
of the M2, -
There are no pedestri
crossings or traffic lights in
the village, but a school
crossing patrol was recently
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to  discuss the  road

re
ite. of speeches by| were several meeti about it,
didates h,ﬁnd coun:| but it then was salndgathat until

ﬂ:eg neeting ed to find|{ the Channel Tunnel question|

round  to solve the|was settled there could be no
m of eight fatal decidents| decision about that road. -
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cattle grid across‘the A2 The 1
5 ast thing he had heard
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4 junction, accident black| Maidstone by- to the tunnel
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On the platforta were Mr. Ted S “If these new roads are to be

-| built, then all the allocation of

| Moss ( 1 smenm!sbunbe“ money for Kent's roads
di-

building p: e will go on
them,” ie mdv

Clir. Ross pointed out that he

hn had heard from a policeman

that since the motorway had
opened traffic from Brenley
Corner had increased by 47 per
cent.

Many people who had used the
&20 hntorl; tv.lsecl ttll:e MJ&t He
| Also on the platform was an|?0ught that something had to be
| empty chan_pgt there for the do.f‘f. to dmprove mmattersiye
| spokesman of the Ministry of m not sure,” he said, “that
| Transport, who had declined an | the ‘time has not arrived that
invitation to attend. you might tackle the problem
& S with the other villages involved
— Boughton, Harbledown, Lyd-
den and others—to see if they
will join you in a joint protest.
I feel that with such a serious
matter you want everybody's
help, irrespective of politics.” >
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for this problem to have been
settled.”

rotest was one against
glent policy, which decided the
fu

Mr, 'Mosg said- that Bridge's
vern-

ture of trunk roads.
“To continue to permit, in in-

creasing numbers, the modern
lethal weapons of heavy trucks,
coaches and motor cars in such
close proximity to vulnerable
flesh and blood pedestrians, i
suicidal,” he said. {

Roads Policy N
Having outlined the Liberal.

roads policy, Mr. Moss said, “I[
understand that Bridge just|
isn’t in the bloodstained county
lhe:sgue table of road deaths that

been guoted by Sir. Leslie

Thomas. at an indictment of
Government road policy that
there are 52 more towns and vil-
lages in this county alone with
traffic problems far more deadly
than those of Bridge. {
“How many more families|'
must suffer bereavement before
dormant consciences are

aroused, and we as a nation in-
sist that immediate steps be
taken to abate the slaughter on

our roads?”
ring question time, Clir.
Ross said that now that the
Channel Tunnel was to have its
entrance at Westenhanger it
could be expected that the A.20
would become the major road
M.2 and Thanet Way

and the
would fulfil the need of taking
traffic to Margate and Rams-

gate.
A by-pass for Bridge would

cost about £1 million and nobody

could expect the Government to

80 about the country spending
money on by-passes like that
without the most careful con-

sideration.

“There are,” he continued, ||

“hundreds of villages in the
country in the same position as
Bridge. If py—passes are to be

A o
rovided for all

X

ed shortly to carry ou
24-hour censusyof tmﬂ:g‘ua
the road through the village.
would also take up the question
of approaching other

Please be careful ag

—

N )
He was approached by the
organiser of protests, Mr. John
urchese, to secure the attend-
ce of Sir Leslie Thomas, the
‘onservative M.P., at Satur-
day’'s meeting in Bridge Village
Hall. - - 5
- wag' pointed out that the
Liberal and Labour viewpoints
ére to be put by the prospec-
Zi've ‘Parliamentary candidates,
. Mr. Ted Moss and Mr. George
_ Cobbett, respectively.
What was Clir. Brown'’s reply?
A most astounding statement
—and, for one so shrewd, a
~ trifle idiotic. -
In a letter to Mr. Purchese on
| March 13, Clir. Brown said...
~ “I would have thought it
better to keep politics out of
- this subject. It is purely
administration.”
Clir, Brown! I'm sure you need
* neither .mygelf nor Mr. Pur-
' chese to point’out that the
- body responsible for adminis-
trating, the country’s road
. system ‘“is the Govérnment, Be
- it Conservative, Socialist,
Liberal or Communist con-
- trolled, it is a question for the
. Government. And today, even
. locally, what is Government
~ but a question of politics?
1 am surprised that you should
have made such a naive state-
ment.

More about Bridge

I was a little disappointed in the

. meeting on Saturday. After the
effective demonstrations that

~have taken place in the village,
one would have expected
something definite to have
come out of a protest meeting

- of villagers.

But what did we get? The only
concrete demand was for
traffic lights at the Bekes-

- bourne Road junction. For the
Jife of me, I cannot see how
thil; is going to stop motorists
speeding down either of the
hills into .the village and get-
ing into the same trouble as
they do now.

What else was suggested? Well,
one villager thought the most
effective way of deterring

. speeding drivers would be to
put cattle grids .across the
roads on either hill! It was
also suggested that they might
press for accident black spot
. gigns, But all agreed it was a
waste of time—planning per-

- ‘mission - would ' never' be

granted.
But whatever happened to all
the talk that has been going
on about demanding.a by-pass
* for the village? i(.)n ) vmageg

“put to the,meeting as a sub-
stantive proposition, Seems 1o

BY MALCOLM MITCHELL

[ i i - d, oddly
campaign at Bridge for a by-pass hots up, And,
nough, Canterbury’s Conservative agent, Clir. Ted Brown,
~ has done a little to keep things at boiling point.

me that the ‘meeting was all
a waste of villagers’ time—and
mine.

And just a little more

It is fair to say that the Ministry
of Transport has not come out
of the Bridge affair in any
good light. They declined to
send a spokesman to Satur-
day's meeting. Fair enough.

But there seems to have been
one hell of a lot of buck pass-
ing going on in Whitehall. I
don’t know how many letters

Mr. Purchese has written to|

the Ministry.

But I do know that six different |

people have answered them. It
looks as though one gets fed
up with the whole affair and
then passes it on quickly.

So when Mr.. Purchese writes
-now to the Ministry he ad-
dresses his letters to all six
and starts off “Gentlemen’’

“That way I hope that my mes-
sage is getting to the right
person,” he told me on Satur-

ay.

. THE CALL
FOR ACTION

AFTER the meeting, Mr.

Purchese, one of the
by-pass campaign orga-
nisers at Bridge, wrote to
Mr. Anthony Wedgwood
Benn, the Socialist's
Shadow Transport Mini.
ster; the director of the
Road Research Labora-
tory: and to the Minister
of Transport (Mr
Marples). He also wrote
to the clerks of Dover
Rural and Bridge-Blean
Rural Councils, and to the
town elerk of Faversham.
P R S

| by-pass, no black-spot signs,
[ no traffic lights, no pedes-

staged a mock funeral pro-

went to a meeting in the wvil-

thall talked about othi

Canterbury had iner:
AT pers cont. creased by

the five other villages to get
them in a joint Pprotest to l':k
the Minister to receive a
deputation,” said Mr, Ross

Patbe
plating a protest maye]
:ﬁ:nmAxaumd“ﬂn.i the dmown“
{ ertime K %
tire ¥ C. The en.

was in a m
state, he said.
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'BRIDGE PRESSES ON |
WITH ROAD-SAFETY

Bridge is not a paper town.
It is a down-to-earth place of

900 people on the London-|Sion, said the Government fi .
Dover A2.

Because it is not very high

chart, the village has no

trian crossings.
Two weeks ago the villagers

cession along the High Street
in protest against road con-
ditions, and on Saturday they

lage hall.

There was a place on the
platform for a man from the
Ministry, but his chair was
empty. A letter from Whif

thing
.., ete., ete.

more we can do .

4N & score have been.
seriously injured on the A2
at Bridge since 1958,
But they also learned that
Bridge is not alone in its
fight against red tape. They
may join up with five other
villages — Boughton, Harble-
down, Lydden, Temple Ewell,
and Kearsney—in a joint ap-
peal to the Ministry to do
something  about the ever-
éméreasmlg danger on the A2
etween its junction w
M2, and Dover. il
County Councillor Mr. A. J. |
Ross told the meeting that |
since the M.2 was opened,
traffic from Brenley Comer.u;

“You might well approach

Mr. John Purchese
Ewell were mn;anl:

ey Corner
05t deplorable

CAMPAIGN

- . s ks UG
don’t know very much about Bridge w ]
in Whitehall. To the men in the Ministry of :
port, it is a file number — HGP/14/42/068. 4 ¥

portant trunk ro;d‘s in .
‘Ministry’ - |country to go right throug
il Sl ke the centre of & thriving com-

stained table of road dm

are 52 more places in this

The people of Bridge were |
| told that only a “bloodbath™
,;omuld ea:in t;.!haem priority,
| ough five ve died and
ibough Soe,

~

%

permitted one of the most im-
2 the

munity. o
Bridge was not in the blood- |

“What a complete indictment |
of their road policy that there

county alone with a problem |
far more deadly, in the true
;ense of  the word; than

ridge. 3
“How many more families
have to be bereaved before w

an unfinished piece " 6f
We have got to take it
to Daver in order to
the job". . :
B In a
given to villagers, Mr. Pur- |
chese said Sir Leslié Thomas.
MP. for Canterbury. had|
promised to ask the Minister
a question 'in the Commens
about Bridge High Street.
File HGP/14/42/068 is expect- |
ed to grow and grow - : - |

Ler btmaiagrs, o {-,'y:




THE EMPTY CHAIR reserved for the man from the Ministry of Transport is third from the left.
Speaking is Mr. George Cobbett, and seated (left to right) are Mr. Ted Moss; Mr. J. D. Smith (road
safety officer, Bridge-Blean Council, the chairman, Mr. John Purchese, and Mr. A. J. Ross.

VILLAGERS OF BRIDGE who attended the protest meeting on road safety in the village hall on
Saturday. -

Yk Mg, (00 e

A BLOOD BATH?

“m

Protest village steps .

up fight for satety

'HERE will have to be a
blood-bath -in the vil-
lage of Bridge, near Can-
terbury, before - safety
measures are taken to pre-
vent ' traffic speeding
through the winding main
street, anxious villagers
were told on Saturday.
The villagers *had been
called together by the
Bridge By-pass Campaign,
headed "by Mr. John Pur-
chese:'  He .said he had
continually pressed .the
Ministry of Transport to
provide - safety  measures,
but had been refused every
time.

The  campaigners have been
active for some time, pressing.
for more safety for the villagers
of Bridge, which straddles the
A2 trunk road on-the route! to

Ver.

Mr. Purchese and campaign
secretary . Brian Iewis called
Saturday’s meeting to follow up
their | successful protest march
oun Eastér Sunday, when holi-
day  traffic = was halted for

hundreds of yards in both direc-
tions.

Speakers were Mr. Purchese,
Mr. A. Ross, the village’s
eounty councillor, Mr. George
Cobbett, prospective Labour
parliamentary candidate for the
division, and Mr. Ted Moss, pros-
pective- Liberal - parliamentary
candidate. The Ministry of
Transport was invited to attend,
but declined.

In reply to a guestioner, Mr.
Moss said the position was that
if several people were killed in
the village something would
probably Ee done. “It is true
that if we have a blood-bath
the Ministry will sit up and
start taking notice.”” 2

Eight people have been killed
by traffic in Bridge during the
past - five years. Mr. »Purchese
S he had asked the Ministry
if “Black Spot™ signs could be
erected—but it had refused.

Mr. Ross, a member of Bridge-
Blean. Rural - Council, said he
had been trying to get some-
thing done -for the village for
four years. His efforts had been
thwarted, and the latest posi-
tion was that the Maidstone by-
pass would be extended to the
mouth of the propesed Channel
Tunnel, and a link road would
be built from the M2 to the A20.

“If these roads are to be built

T R T N R S TS e

then all the alloeation for Kent
will go on them.”

He said he recently ,saw _a
spokesman from the Ministry of
Transport who had said that
since the M2 opened, traffic from
Brenley Corner, at the end of
the M2, had increased by:47 per
cent.

“He said he felt certain the
Ministry would shortly have to
make a start on improvements
on the A2 from Brenley Corner
to Dover.”

Mr. Ross said he felt that the
time had arrived for all the vil-
lages concerned, from Brenley
Corner to Dover, to get together
for a joint campaign. The other
villages are Harbledown, Bough-
ton, Temple Ewell, Kearsney
and Lydden.

Mr. Cobbett said Bridge was
undoubtedly a dangerous_ place
in which to live. “It appears
that ‘the risk of death on the
road here is 15 times greater
than in the country as a whole.
This danger is bound to go on
increasing, particularly in this
year, with the opening of the
Dartford-Purfleet  Tunnel and
the M2 coming into fnll use,

“There has been more than

enough time for this matter to
be settled—whatever. the prob-
lems have n.>*
. Mr. Moss said the protest was
in _fact  against the current
transport policy, which allowed
one of its most important frunk
roads' to go through a thriving
community of people. “This is
suiridal,”  he said.

“It is the appalling lack of
urgency that worries me. How
many more families have got to
suffer bereavement before somes
Lhi\ng j];] don

A _villager said that someone
would be killed very soonm . if
nothing was done. f a bus
comes_down the hill and crashes
we will have a by-pass sooner
than we . think,” he d.

Mr. H. D. Price, chs
the parish council and a mem-
ber of Bridge-Blean Council,
suggested the erection of traffic
lights at the Bekesbourne eross-
roads, and this was adopted.
It will be {)ut to the Ministry

of T S
l2aid: Expeee, 16




From Anthony Wedgwood Benn M,P,

10th April, 1964.

8 April 1964

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Tony Wedgwood-Benn has passed your letter to me
as the Party's Front Bench Spokesman on transport

matters,
Dear Mr. Purchese,

I read carefully all you say and I wish I could

Thank you for sending me the material help. But it is very difficult to see how I or my
about the Bridge By-Pass Campaign. I have Parliamentary colleagues can do so. We have

our spokesman on Transport. equally justifiable complaints from all over the
country, to say nothing of the equally strong and
numerous protests about proposed Beeching closures.
But these matters cannot be effectively debated or

|
| |
sent this on to George Strauss M.P, who is ; constantly brought before us similar and no doubt
\
J
i

{%$pﬂ' | certainly settled in Parliament. All we can do is
Yours sincerely, ‘ to express publicly there our criticism of the Minister's
hA/V'MrJ | J ] actions, and even then the opportunities for doing so
=% | are infrequent. The only effective protest action
,LNNL””U | vhich can be taken in such matters as the road traffic

‘ | danger at Bridge is through the Local Authorities and
: | 4 the pressure of public opinion on these Authorities,
| and I see you are doing everything possible in that
[ | i direction.

I am however most grateful to you for sending us
your letter and the enclosed leaflet, as the more
detailed evidence we can get of the country's road
traffic and road safety problems, the better equipped
we are to pursue these matters in the Commons.

Yours sincer Yis

N~
The Rt. Hon. G.R. Strauss, M.P.

B e S g e e ————
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10th April, 1964

TELEPHONE

Ny ref: H5/60/1/1
Dear Mr. Purchese,

London - Dover Road, A.2.

Thank you for your letter of the 5th April.

You may be interested to know that the District Council
is attempting to penetrate the same fog as yourselves, but
of course in rather & more orthedox mammer and .in respect of
the whole length of the road from Brenley Corner to Dover.

I think therefore that it would be better if the
District Council acted ostensibly on their own, but behind
the scenes you might keep me intormed of any progress you
may make. I, on my side, will reciprocate.

The only person I know who may be interest,in joining
forces with you is lirs. I. Allworthyof 41 Highfield Close,
Harbledown, and I suggest you approach her, as I feel sure
she will help in some way or other.

Yours sincerglp,
J. Purchese, Esq., =2
"Rosebank",

High Street,

Bridge,

Near Canterbury, Kent, Clerk.

S/JA

_-— —

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LoNDON S.E.x
Telegrams: Transminry, London, Telex
Telephone : waterloo 7999, ext.

T Rl | (-

Your reference:
Dear Si,
This is to acknowledge receipt of your lctter of
Bt W addressed to the

Minister,

Your letter has been passed to the Minister's
Divisiqrglal Road Enginecr at A e e o
A (Lokpb—..w

for "his attention.

Yours feithfully,

=



Canterbury Division Conservative and Unionist Association

Parliamentary Representative: SIR LESLIE THOMAS, M.B.E, T.D., M.P.

president  Alderman Mrs. G. R. Hews, CB.E. Agent and Secretary E.C.F. Brown
; L. E. Hart, Esq, JP,
Chairman
aw ane
Hon. Treasurers U. H. B. Alexander, Esq. 9, Hawks L: y
E. Parker, Esq., C.B.E, F.C.A.
Canterbury.

Asst. Hon. Treasurer P, T. C. Wrighe, Esq.

Telephone : Canterbury 64187

8th April, 1964,

Dear Mr . Purchese,

It seems from the Kentish Observer of the
7th April and the Kent Herald of the 8th April, that you
showed my letter to you of 13th March to the press after
your meeting last Saturday. This letter was not written
for publication and the law holds that the copyright of a
letter is vested in the writer. I would be obliged if,
in the future, should you wish a letter for publication
you will let me kmow before hand, otherwise I shall expect
you to observe the common courtesies in this matter.

Yours sincerely, |

J. Purchese, Esq.,
Rose Bank,

High Street,
BRIDGE,

Nr. Canterbury.
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The Agent & Secretary,
Canterbury Division Conservative
and Unionist Association,

9, Hawks Lane,

Canterbury, Kent.

Dear Er. Brown,

I wonder if you would be so kind as to pass
on the Campaign's sincere thanks to Cllr. A.J. Ross who represented
Sir leslie Thomas at the meeting held on April 4th., 1964.

It was a great pleasure to meet him, and to
hear of the work he has done in the County Council chamber towards
road safety along A2. I am sure he will be interested to learn that
we have taken his advice in joinging up forces with the other villages
and preliminary correspondence has already been received on the matter.

Thank you for your letter dated April 8th.
in which you point out that you would have written differently had
you known the letter was going to appear in the local press. I am
sorry that you have been put in such a predicament since naturally I
assumed you said to me what you would gledly acknowledge publiecly -
however I must point out that my file of correspondence is openly
available to anyone who has an interest in the matter. Not only have
the Press read all in it, but so has an Inspector of Police, both
the Labour and Liberal Candidates and a host of others. It was
offered to Sir Leslie Thomas to read when I saw him on 20.7.1963.

S8ir Leslie Thomas wrote recently that he
shortkly hoped to have some news, and the Ministry has recently told
me that they are passing on some information to him. I wonder if you
could arrange a meeting with him, so that I might pursue the matter.
A Saturday would be preferable. Thank you.

Yours faithfully,

EPLERESS Ses i

et

e SR J—

‘traffic danger at Harbledown.

13.4.1964

Mre. I. Allworthy,
41, Highfield Close,
Harbledown,
Canterbury, Kent.

Dear Mrs. Allworthy,

I recently contacted the Bridge-Blean
R.D.C. on the suggestion of Cllr. A.J. Ross, to see if theré were private
people eager to press the Ministry of Transport about the village
black-spote on the A2 between Brenley Corner and Dover = and in the case
of Bridge-Blean R.D.C., the portion of Harbledown in their care was the

Yy SRISRent . ¥r. I.F. Soilleux kindly replied, %
giving me your name as that of a person very interested in reducing the

What has been envisaged is a protest,
possibly a deputation to the Ministry, of interested persons from
Boughton, Harbledown, Bridge, Kearsney, Temple Ewell and Lydden.

As yet I have not heard from the Dover
R.D.C.3 but in the meantime, could I ask you if you are willing to
represent the interests of Harbledown in any action designed to bring
to the Minister's attention most forcibly the feelings of those forced
to live on the main artery to the Continent ?

The various R.D.C.'s and Faversham
Corporation, to whom I have also written, are of course pressing through
official channels. What we at Bridge are hoping to form is an unofficial
but vocal group who will eventually see improvements in A2.

Yours sincerely,

John \Purchese.
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16.441964
The Secretary,

The Ministry of Transport,

St. Christopher House,

Soutimrk Street,

London,y S.E.l1

HGP/14/42/068

Dear Sir,

I would be obliged to know whether you are
relying on the intervention of St. Christopher, your Patron Saint,
in the prevention of accidents in Bridge High Street this summer.

This is a serious question, requiring an
answer. I am asking it because I ‘can see nothing being done by
the Ministry of Transport to make safer this road, and having
eliminated 'the obvious I have to accept the remaining theory - as
a certain gentleman once pointed out.

If the Ministry had sent a representative to
the Public Keeting held a fortnight ago he would have heard a
questioner from the floor ask whether there had to be a bloodbath
at Bridge before something was done - to which the answer came
from one of the politicians on the platform, "Yes, Sir !".

Yours faithfully,

John \Purchese.

T ———F

T

18.4.1964

Dear Gentlemen of the Ministry,

My husband is the Organiser of the
Bridge By-Pass Campaign. No doubt the name at the end of this letter /
will be familiar to some of you as I know he has cogresponded with you
frequently on this matter - for over two years. 1

I know that I speak for all the
mothers who live in Bridge. We are desperately worried about the ever—
increasing danger to our children from the lunatic motorists who treat

our village street as a racetrack. Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P., recently
wrote a letter to the Kentish Gazette. In it he said that "Happily"
Bridge is not one of the first 50 worst places in Kent; Apart from
shuddering to think of the unfortunate people who have %o endure life

in those 52 places rated as worse than Bridge ( for to say the least of
it they must be hell ) I am puzzled. Happily for whom I wonder ?

For us ? Or for the next crash victim ? Perhaps he or she could be
classed as a human sacrifice to allocate a few more points and put us

in 52nd. place. Or perhaps, happily for the Gentlemem at the Ninistry
who can continue to sit back and murmur the usual platitudes and do -

Bothing. It is quite inconceivable that in
this dayénd age it is seemingly impossible to get any aetion to make the

main road to Dover a little safer. ¥hy can we not have some traffic
lights ? Surely one set each end of the village street would mot
stregtch the Nation's budget too far. This at least would slow: the
traffic down and limit the number of vehicles in the village at one
time. No doubt there is some excellent reason why this is not
possible, and I would be glad to hear it. X

Without meaning any disrespect,
I wonder how the Ministerial wives would like to haveto push their
babies in prams along a pavement 32" wide, with a huge lorry or a X
petrol tanker racing through and practically brushing their coatsleeves ?
Believe me, Gentlemen, it is very frightening. ! S

We dare not let our children walk
along the village street without an adult in attendance for fear that they
might stumble into the road and be crushed under the wheels of some:
vehicle. Faith, it is said, can move
mountains; Ministeries may take a little longer. Our By~Pass Campgi@
slogan is "Never take No! for an answer". y \

Yours faith.ful;y,
{« 9. \pwrn(/\ﬁ/gl {
I.Ji Purchese.(Mrs) .
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B everi) oula pave dppre- | FAVERSHAM Bk =) { London, S.W.1
e ! TOWN CLERK
F. G. BISHOP et |
SOLICITOR i Dear Siw,
FAVERSHAM 2313/4 . BT | Thank you very much for you
s = turday April 18th. at your office in Canterbu
Ref: H/1/FGB AR, 2: \I:aeful li,n:I:’«:n:rma'f.1.on 'ai exchanged. ¢
You will recall that you as|
Deer Sir, ! I - statistics quoted to you that were supplied by |
 — Safety Officer for Bridge. The figures suppliet i1
Thank you for your letter of the 5th instant. Bt i Nr. Smith just prior to the Easter Sunday Prote: sh
I am wondering whether you addressed your letter to village were 1959=1963, 8 dead, 27 seriously ind,.
me under the jmpression that the village of Boughton | 3 In view of the Ministry figu
comes within A area. In fa!.:‘:» it is 7..P.’1‘thln the = | ) same period being somewhat different, you reque S cld
arez of the Sweale Rural District Council whose Offices Smith for his source of figures. This, today, dents
Filltoristd he ‘has Ehpeen not 0 are situated at Sittingbourne. | B ' . assured me that the source was reputable, he was i and
QR weet)- politice i b Ldb ‘ '~ further details for reasons.of confidence. I | iigation.
Bridge's traffic problem aile- ; | circumstances it would be a little difficult for )
Vi Yours faithfully I further with Mr. Smith, who resides at 4, The Te:
One member. of the audience } .
'"Mﬁ*%@gt:&im : | : Possibly, Sir, asking for moi
to th:i?psﬁfilx o mu. Tihe fo s figures would clear the air on this particular ag _QA
answer, that they had done l & | the final incontrovertible records (or so ome suj
ol el ' : It has just b inted out
ey X Clerk | s just been po ed ou
,l?l“'hmnas J,"fm‘;?m Yot Purahe T g I has advised, in a letter to the local Press, thatiys
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- out on which date Sir Les Bridge to which those affected by the present tra
uld attend, t
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B BT out that this would be the proper way of getting & :
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Purchese, would be the proper | X g JOQ
way getting something mov- 2
_ ing in the matter and of putting . ‘
the local residents in the picture,
%‘gﬁ Leslie Thomas is not|
gﬁ ‘to have this matter turned
"a” General Election debate
&d ide a platform for Mr. |
and Mr. Moss which|
the; “epuld not otherwise obtain, '
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A.SYRETT, M.B.E,,D.M.A,, F.CC.S.

CLERK

TELEPHONE !

Dover Rural Mistrct Counal

CounciL OFFICES,

OF THE CoUNCIL

16th April,

KEARSNEY 281172

Dear Sir,
Trunk Road A.2.
T you for your letter of the 5th instant, notifying

me of the Bridge By-Pass Campaign,

This Council has for many years, through its Road and
Home Safety Committee, been concerned at the dangerous con-
ditions on that part of the Trunk Rogd 4,2, lying within this
Rraral District, and representations have consistently been

de to the appropriate authorities with a view to the improve-

ment of such conditions. It does appear, from recent statements,
that the pressure of public opinion has at last had an effect,
because I understand that the Ministry of Transport have now
agreed to the preparation of a scheme for the widening of the
road.

I think the Members of the Council might well individually
have considerable sympathy for your efforts, but you will appre-
ciate, I am sure, that the Council as a body must confine its
activities to its own area.

A great many people are interested in the future of the
Trunk Road as you can imagine, but I am afraid I am unable to
suggest anyone whom you could approach in the manner you suggest.

Yours JZ

Clerk of the C il

John Purchese, Esg.,
Organiser,

Bridge By-Pass Campaigh,
"Rosebank", High Street,
Bridge, Nr. Canterbury.

TEMPLE EWELL, .
NR. DoOVER, KENT

1964°
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24.441964

The Chairman,

Bridge-Blean Road Safety Committee,
Bridge-Blean R.D.C.,

0ld Dover Road,

Canterbury, Kent.

Dear Sir,

Recently Mr. J.V. Church, of Tubewrights Limited,
Kirkby Industrial Estate, Liverpool, Lancashire, called to see me
concerning the dangers of Bridge High Street. Mr., Church is a
salesman for his Company who manufacture and erect street furniture
of a1l kinds, including pedestrian bridges. f

A certain amount of literature, including a 2
pamphlet "Separate Ways To Safety" was left - and this, I felt, was

of sufficient interest to forward to your Committee for consideration. =

Anything that separates traffic from pedestrians
is potentially useful in the matter of Bridge High Street, although .
against the use of a bridge there are considerations such as
expense, looks, the willingness of people to use such a device and
in fact the ability of people who are elderly to use it.

Cuard railing is also illustrated. If the
Ministry were to advocate crossings as a short term measure, then
guard rails might well help in between.

There was a meeting between Sir Leslie Thomas,
M.P., and Mr., G.D. Galbraith, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry
of Transport, yesterday. I am sure we all hope that some real
measures were discussed to reduce the traffic menace in the village
High Street. Unfortnnately I have no information yet of the
results.
Yours faithfully,

John| Purchese.
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Wouse of Commons,

London, S.W.1
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Written Answers 64
current general review of the financial
relations between local and central /
government, [l

|
Trunk Road, Bridge (Accidents)

Sir L. Thomas asked the Minister of
Transport what were the road accident
statistics in the village of Bridge, near
Canterbury, for the years 1959-63
inclusive.

Mr. Galbraith: There were 23 acci-
dents on the trunk road in the village |
involving personal injury. Four persons ¢ :
were injured fatally, 13 seriously and 17 b i
slightly.

v v e

— - = - ~ ‘—'—-‘*ﬁ 1

Bridee Bv-n: |
ridge By-pass

. MP.toAsk '

- Question? ,

Canterbury’s’ Member of Par-
liament, Sir Leslie Thomas, is t
be asked to put a question in the
House of Commons as to when|
the A2 is likely to be improved
|—and when Bridge is likely to
{be by:passed. . ¢ Lo

‘Bridge-Blean Rural Distriet
Council decided this at their
meeting on Wednesday after the
Clerk (Mr. 1. Soilleux) had said| .
that, in view of his “abortive
efforts” to obtain information, he
had taken up the guestion with
Sir Leslie. : s 43

The Parliamentary Secretary
to the Ministry of-Transport had
told Sir Leslie that there were|
a number of alternative schemes
under consideration, and it was
not thought wise to make the| .
various alternatives public at
that time. g 4

The Council also decided to
apply to the Kent County Coun-
cil for a pedestrian crossing to|
be reinstated in Bridge High
Street at the junction = of| {
Western Avenue and A.2.

Bridge Parish Council are to
be ‘advised to ask the County
Council. for ‘a contribution to-
wards lmlprovlng street lighting

in the High Street and will be
told that Bridge-Blean Council

will support this. M"'g_w

M.OT, REF| HGP-14:42.068

DATE,

THE BRIDGE

Organiser: JouN PURCHESE,

25,1964 Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

Sir. L.M. Thomas, MBE., TD., MP.,
House of Commons,
London, S.W.l

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter dated 30.4.1964, with
the enclosed section of Hansard recording your written question and
answer regarding the record of injuries on A2 at Bridge between 1959
and 1963. I shall see to it that these figures are brought to the
attention of those involved in this matter.

Further steps are bYeing taken to join up the
efforts of the villagers at Boughton, Harbledown, Bridge, Lydden,
Temple Ewell and Kearsney; to bring pressure to bear on the Ministry
of Transport regarding the unsatisfactory road safety on A2 at these
points.

The appearance of heavy car transporters on A2,
taking new cars to london, has revealed that one large foreign firm
has set up office in Dover (having previously been based in London),
and receives cars by air across the Ghannel. The cars are stored
temporarily in Dover, to receive certain adjustments and then are
carried to London. It is understood that a number of other car
transport firms are planning services from Dover to London. Since up
to 12 cars are carried in one load this would appear to be a hagard
in the narrow sections of A2 referred to above. If you would like
further information, we will see that an enquiry is made.

We would be pleased to hear of any further
thoughts on the suggestion of your Agent, that you should address the
villagers of Bridge on the matter of road safety.

Yours sincerely,

John Purchese.

BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

Campaign Sec.: BRIAN A. LEwWIS,
1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 254




THE BRIDGE

0T, REF: HGP--42.08 Organiser: JoHN PURCHESE, |,

‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge,

Campaign Sec.: BRIAN A, Lewrs,

DATE, " 24541964 £

Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485 Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 254

BY - PASS CAMPAIGN

1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge,

¥rs. I. Allworthy,
"The Choughs",

41, Highfield Close,
Canterbury, Kent.

Dear Mrs. Allworthy,

Thenk you for your letter dated 28.4+1964
where you speak of your efforts some time ago to bring a By=-Pass round
Canterbury and Bridge. The Ministry certainly will be holding the

Sorrespelenasand potition. Thank you for your offer of help. It is
not intended to tax your limited time too hard ! At the moment we
are sounding out people in all the six villages and sections of A2 who
are worried by the dangerous conditions. As soon as sufficient support
has been built we are proposing to launch a six village Campaign.

That would mean a comprehensive name, and publicity directed to all six
danger points. For example, should a march seem desirable, we would
launch it at Boughton, carry the people in it to Harbledown to continue
the march, and so on down to Dover. This would take a complete after—
noon to accomplish and the relwtant Ministry might begin to listen after
traffic jams lasting several hours are reported to them.

For the moment, however, I will enter
you on our Supporters' file if I may, so that you receive all our
bulletins; and more information will be available in due course.

Please write to Sir Leslie Thomas if
you can. He will certainly recall your previous correspondence, and it
will help to show the weight of public opinion.

Yours sincerely, (

o .
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 Organisers of the Bridge cam-
dgn for o by-pass are worrie
out a new road safety threa

e orgen, says Mr.
L d

Hach of these vehicles car-
es between eight and 16 cars.
v t'ﬁnv"m_nmént only one firm is
operating the ferry service, but
|we hear that shortly there will
be six of them, : 1
»‘On‘to}a, of that, I hear that
1 soon be 23 cross-

 Chi ferries operating in,
||every 24 hours. 'his, - too, is
|going to add to the dangers, not '
|only in Bridge, but in the other
|five. villages who are asking for
something to be done.” =~ .
campaigners are to write
to the Mi Ir
pointing out the new haza |
e s eyt

|
ster ‘of Tmnépqytl L e
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'BRIDGE SAFETY |
" CAMPAIGN

To the Editor,—

Is it not about time the Minis-
try of Transport ceased to pla
“cat and mouse” with the resi-
dents of Bridge and gave them |
some positive statements of
official action which would make
the High Street a safer place?
It agpeau, however, that eight
deaths and 49 injuries over a
period of five
&mtuy me%l on from the

inistry, who must, apparently,
see a massacre before they act.

With the onset of summer,
Dover ts the Co

it can be seen that Bridge,
be Dover

sand and seventy-four vehicles
passed through the village on a
wet weekend during April and
50 per cent seasonal increase is
‘not unlikely,

Children, and old people from
‘The Close, are ‘endangered by
traffic coming through the vil-
age, ‘quite often at speeds in

cess of the 30 m.p.h. restric-
tion imposed on the road. -

Conside: the above facts, T
fail to see the point made by a||
correspondent calling  himself
#Local Yokel,” who, in your|
edition of March 26, 1964, likened ||
8 by-pass to' throwing old- tins
into” a  mneighbour's garden.
Admittedly, Bridge doesn’t want
the, traffic, because how can one i
expect a road only 18ft. 6in. wide
in places to contend with heavy
traffic for which it was not de-
signed? T feel that a more
appropriate likeness to the situa-
is “bolting the stable door be-
fore the donkey escapes.”
| -However, I can assure “Local
Yokel” that I did take his
advice to plant “your taters on

iday.”

/4 ANGRY YOUNG 2
VTR R e

traffic to rise considerably, and r

| Bridge, Lydde

BRIDGE BY-PASS
. CAMPAIGN
To the Editor,—

‘Cllr. A. J. Ross, at a publie
mes<ting held at Bridge on Ap

|4, suggested that the villagers

of oughton, Harbledown,
Kearsney and
Temple Ewell uld combine in
their efforts to achieve safer
road conditions on the A2 be-
tween Brenley = Corner and
e B idge By-Pass C:
e Bridge By-Pass Campaign
this ion, and

as_a move towards creating an
A2 GROUP .which could pene-
trate the monumental sloth of
the Ministry of rt with

wi
an increased weight of publie |
opinion, now appeals to anyone |

living in the named

danger spots to communicate
with

t the organisers of the
Bridge By-Pass Campaign at the
address printed at the foot of
this letter.

The A2 GROUP will ensure
that the present Minister, and
any subsequent holder of the
office, will acutely aware of
the road dangers that exist and
are increasing in these Kentish
villages. There is a great deal
being.said about road safety at
the moment, here is something
that your readers can do.

JOHN PURCHESE.

Rosebank,
nglkx Street,
idge, K.&.
Canterbury. Q56

‘To- peﬁetiété%
~ the sloth of
- Ministry’ |

GERS at Bridge, near |
Cant.erbur‘y, v!ijhn 2 a%&
campaigning for a by-pass ¢
cut accidents on- the London- |
Dover A2, are creating an
“A2 Group.” = re
Mr. John Purchese, of e
bank, ;High Street, B
told the KENT MESSENGE]
on Wednesday that th
move followed a suggestion |
from County Councillor Mr.

A. J. Ross that the people of
Lydden, Harble-

down, Bridge, Kearsney and
Temple Ewell, should unite
in their efforts to get safer
conditions on the A2 between
Brenley Corner and Dover. |

Said Mr. Purchese, “The A2
Group could penetrate the
monumental sloth of thel
Ministry of Transport with |
an increased weight of public
opinion. \

“The A2 Group will ensure |
that the preseng Y H
i s o,
ce, ‘| c aw:
of the road qﬁadce;y:‘;h‘:;

exist anq are




were allowed &o

ous road. responsi-
|bility for their children thus be-
comes that of the Education

Committee.
| May I say that in my opinion

driving of the heavy
which come along the road from
|Bridge to Bishopsbourne have
prevented serious accidents oc-

curring.
So I was glad to read that
~onsideration is to be given to
the matter again, as what
narents object to is not so much
the distance as the daneger.
L. F. GEDDES
(Rector of Bishopsbourne).

The Rectory, .
Bishopsbogeaey. 4386 ks

 BRIDGE BY-PASS
CAMPAIGN

’l‘t}tlhe Editor,—

It would eappear thet the
l\_(mlstry of ‘Iransport have
little, if eny, interest in the |
plight of_the residents of Bridge.
I say this advisedly in view of
the fact thet efter two months
they have not replied to a batch
of letters written to them on the
aubject', and zlso the fact that
they did not send a representsa-
:Il‘gu(as t};ey were invited) to a

ng followi

Sl}xr‘may Saouay ng the Eester

Vo conclusions can be drawn
from this situation: First, thet
:!emgg'n Jm:ﬁ 'n?h interest, and/or
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cking the first point, I think |
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LPlsscr-Iﬂ‘re" ettitude quite ap-

‘;‘:L rent. On the second point, 1
€él thot their honds are only
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l‘n]g. their necident statisties,
,\; u(-‘h .wou'ld probably decrease
lly)'[l;-ﬂu‘c'efl,hu‘:h as Bridge were

ieving stated my su siti
of the official nltitultlle, 1&”3’.‘35-7
out the conditions of rond safety

;:Sdmebrer \gfhnc)sc lan increasing
lh';hvlllage. beople are llvmgir in

e High Street is art of; th
mndon-Dcver A2 ror::d, (\)vhlc:

Stil]l corries o high percentage ||
of Continenta] traffic, which, I
might 2dd, passes through the

restricted ares at speeds far in

€excess sdmtumry 30 m.ph. Not
oes

th of ‘the road (18ft
. wide in pl, i X
its winding mmu,‘.ie 'i % .ive]] af

i P

| cin ‘ -
4 e parents allow their | |
i-@% do_at weekends may .

1
{their children to school along a .

only the ceareful rosd training |
of the children and the skilled |-
lorries |-

| |is &an absurd situation.

but it is their own . 2 Yl
i ta with childrentob . e B 3
Serbol nge are competied to send | SIX Motorists Fined

Six motorists were fined - for
speeding through Bridge on May
15, by St. Augustine’s magis-
trates at Canterbury on Wed-
| | nesday. The court was told that
they were caught in a Folice
radar trap.

They were: Denis Moat, of 23
Shipman Avenue, Canterbury (43
m.p.h.), £5: Arnold G. Fairbeard,
of 2 Selling Cottages, Adisham
(42 m.p.h.), £4; Andrew
erson, of 119 Marshall
Rainham (4 m.p.h), §
Leonard Hutchinson, of 47 Pel-
ham Road,
m.p.h.), £5: Michael J. Bottom-
ley, of 109 St. Andrew Road,
Coulsden, ‘?mzey (43 m.p.h.), £5;

Road,

chc Preiumlbl{ ril
- |from Bridge Hill is interesting.

R. And-

Gravesend (41 |bend near Bridge has a false

that

. was d from
| sohoal ¢ Bridge)
The houses furthest up Bridge

hill are still
n an

“ -
no reason, therefore, why special
facilities could not be provided
for Bishopsbourne children, i
thought necessary. A rather
larger bus is all that is needed.

As it is, all children going to |-
secondn{ schools and some of |
those going to Bridge are pro-
vided with transport. There re-
main a group aged from five to
11 who do not qualify. In the
not-too-distant past, all these
children would have gone to
school in Bishopsbourne itself.
Now they have to walk along a
road with two dangerous
stretches where the road winds,
the Jow banks are still high
enough to hide a small child
from a driver’'s view and the

camber.

| Even an experienced driver,
unfamiliar with that stretch,
can be caught out—and might

cycle along the A.2
tent myself with saying
no such fantastic sugg
been put forward b;
tion Authorities,
is irrelevant.

, may I

fre

Y,
, discussion

and Davi Morgan, of 34
Nursery Road, (44
m.p.h), £7. 14-6-'t= K&

crossing the High Street, in pealk
times particularly, is something
of an adventure which can be
dengerous if undertaken by the
very young and the elderly, not
to mention women with prams.
In due course this danger will
increase because the population
is not static. New housing
estates will house more young
families, as well as the elderly,
who do, of course, need special
consideration.

e London-Continental
traffic has of late started to con-
stitute motor car transporters,
in addition to lorries, buses,
coaches, ete. In certain parts of
the road mentioned above it is
difficult, owing to the camber
of the road, for 8ft-wide
“double-deck” buses to pass,
end for a main trunk road this

Although vou may have seen
the Ministry’s “carnage” list of
villages on the trunk roads in
Kent, I feel that Bridge’s posi-
tion on that list does not reflect
the true gravity of the situation,
Are eight deaths and 49 in-
juries in five years not ‘a
sufficient toll for a piece of road
300 yards long? Or does it have
to be that more lives have to be
ruined or completely destroyed
for the sake of official compla-
cency? ]
I feel that every responsible
person, irrespective of political
conviction, who knows the truth
of the situation, should assist
the Campaign by writing to the
Ministry representing the situa-
tion in the strongest possible
terms, It can be added that
denth is s distasteful to us as it
is to them, and their physical
remoteness from the situation in
no way diminishes their re-
sponsibility to improve it. =

i
|KE T Nt ok |

"It thus becomes apparent that |

Continued in mext colun

CHILDREN'S
WALK TO SCHOOL

To the Editor,—

Is it not typical that the Rev.
L. F. Geddes, Rector of Bishops-
bourne, has to take up cudgels
on behalf of the children forced
to go along dangerous sections
of road on foot to Bridge
School? Authority appears to
care so little about road safety
that one despairs.

The Ministry of Trensport has
failed to , answer nearly _100
letters that were sent by Bridge
residents at Eastertime, al-
though the receipt of these
letters was acknowledged by
card, It has to be assumed that
these gentlemen are busily en-
aged in attending to their
Minister’'s latest folly—the re-
laxation of restrictions as to size
of commercizl vehicles, so that
bigger and better juggernauts
can roar through the 19th
Century lanes of Kent. |

The County Council and the |
Rural District Council are at
least discussing the road prob-
lem of A2, but one scans the
local newspapers in vain for
comment from our Member of
Parliament. Shortly, a deputa-
tion from Bridge will be deliver-
ing an aide-memoire to the

Minister of Tronsport, through
tha offices of Sir Leslie Thomas,

—

Bullet

in No. 4.

«4 THE BRIDGE, BY-PASS

CAMPAIGN

; ' 4
24th Madr, 1964+ g
4 165, o &a,"

%
‘Organiger: John Pﬁrchese, "Rogebank", High Street, Bridge. (Bridge 485). -
Campaign Secretary: Brian A. Lewis, 1 Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge.

i g

Dear Supporter,

The first Campaign traffic census was carried out on Saturday 18th April

and Sunday 19th April, 1964. This was a dull wet weekend, ruling out
% excessive holiday traffic. The results were as follows:-—
= NORTH ~ To Canterbury. SOUTH - To Dover.
e Private Comm. Heavy Comm. Private Comm. - Heavy Comm. e
3-4p.m. 304, 29 7 306 34 7 687 S
4=5p.m., 255 28 8 261 24 23 29
5-6pem. 2577 25 7 312 32 4 637- T
1 6-7p.m. 227 27 % 203 22 3 486 U
7-8p.m. 175 22 4 190 18 7) Z16° TR
8-9p.m. 96 11 3 120 16 ) g bl D
9-10p,m, 93 7 4 112 5 6 227 R
10-11p.m. 84 9 1 94 6 2 186 Y
11-12p.m. 87 6 4% 84 8 - 186
12-la.m. 60 12 - 60 4 - 136
1-2a.m. 115 - - 24 w2 - 41 S
2-3a,.m, 6 2 - 18 - - 26 U
| 3=4a.m. b = - 5 - - FEr=N
it 4=5a.m, ) - - 7 - - S
| 5-6a.m. 18 3 2 7 2 - 32 A
f 6-7a.m. 18 3 3l 13 G 3 SRR N
i1 7-8a.m. 32 4]0 2 sl LAl 4 10T
| 8-9a.m. 40 | 18 1 6 21 2 144,
| 9-10a.m. 90 11 5 101 12 4 223
! 10-1la.m. 135 9 5 190 15 4 358
‘ 11-1Ra.m. 148 i3 3 218 20 8 410
12-1p.m. 155 20 3 223 17 15 419
‘ 1-2p.m. 176 s 3 165 10 3 370
‘ 2-3p.m. 273 21 5 301 28 5 631
1 3~4p.m. 307 20 5 305 17 5 659
f 4=5pam. 361 30 8 255 24 4 682
il 5-6p.m, 330 24 6 206 26 4 596
‘ 6-7p.m. 552 37 5 182 13 3 572
7-8p.m. 315 30 4 189 25 5 568
i 8-9p.m. 238 14 2 169 L i 1 428
g
! The first 24 hour period saw a total of 6,645 vehicles, from 9.0 p.m. to
9.0 p.m. however the figures are 7,074, We would remind our supnortei-s that
| the Ministry of Transport figures quoted for 1961 were 6,700 per day at ‘pealk

{\ periods.

There is a significant increase to he seen.




M.O.T. REF: HGP-14-42 068

DATE:

13.7.1964

THE A2/ GROUP

E? Organiser: John Purchese,
‘Rosebank’, High Street,
Bridge. Tel. Bridge 485,

Campaign Scc.: Brian A, Lewis,
1, Weston Villas, High Street,

Bridge. Tel. Bridge 254.

The Secretary,
The Ministry of Transport,
Southwark Street, London, S.E.l

= for circulation toi= G Davis, Esqes Le Durrant, Esq., F. Samuel, Esq.,
R. Pearson, Esq., R.L. Pearce, Esq., & G.D. Hewett, Esq. of the Div.
Road Engineer's Dept., ref: RDL/34/6T71.

Gentlemen,
You may be somewhat puzzled by the Bridge By-Pass

Campaign blossoming in new colours, but the fact is that we were told
by a County Councillor, Mre A.J. Rossy at our meeting in Bridge to
which you were invited, that we should broaden our scope and tackle
the A2 from Brenley Corner to Dover. This we are now doing, and to
launch the affair along we are holding a protest march through Bridge
on Sunday July 26th. 1964. At the same time, 2,000 leaflets are
being distributed to every house on A2 from the junction of M2/A2 to
the outfjirts of Dover. Sir lLeslie Thomas, M.P. for Canterbury, and
Sir John Arbuthnot, M.P. for Dover, have both been informed of these
moves; and Sir Leslie Thomas may shortly have s document for your

Hiuister. to ses. We are, of course,; very sad that you have not
replied to any of the letters sent you by a great many peodple at
Esstertime, albeit you did acknowledge the letters by cardj since a
number were from people who felt that you were doing all you could in
matter of local road safety, and they have rather indicated sinee
that possibly the Campaign was correct in saying that the Ministry
were hardly overactive in the matter.

At 2ll events, our reason for writing is to
ask if you have any statement you would like communicated to the
readers of our leaflets, or the supporters of our march. We will
gladly give you free space for your comments. I, myself, will quite
understand if comment is delayed until due consideration has been
given the points raised, but I would point out% that events have a way
of outstripping preparedness.

Yours faithfully, O

. John}Purchese.

M.O.T, REF| HGP.(4-42 068

DATE

Campaign Sec.: Brian A. Lewis,
1, Weston Villas, High Street,

Organiser: John Purchese,
‘Rosebank’, High Street,

: 13.7:1964 3%3 Bridge. Tel. Bridge 485s.
ilhi

Bridge. Tel. Bridge 254.

Sir John Arbuthnot, MBE, MP.,
House of Commons,
London, 8.W.1

Dear Sir,

The Bridge By-Pass Campaign has been in existence
for two years, to bring some measure of safety to the High Street
through the village through pressure on the Ministry of Transport.

At a public meeting held in Bridge at Baster, it was suggested that
we should enlarge our organisation to include the whole of the A2
from Brenley Corner to Dover. The suggestion came from Mr. A.J.
Ross, County Councillor for the district.

To launch the larger group - called "The A2
Group" we are sending out leaflets for delivery to every house on
A2 from Brenley Corner to the outskirts of Dover and are having a
second march through the village of Bridge at the same time.

Since the outskirts of Dover now become part
of the road in which we are interested we would like to ask you, as
Member for this district, if you have any comments at -this stage on
the project. We know that you view the A2 situation in Dover as
potentially dangerous, with the increase in traffic that has already
taken place, and with the threat of further increase - especially of
heavy goods vehicles - we feel sure that you would wish that the
Ministry would act in the matter.

If von . wmaonld lii

further information, or would

o —

FORM REG. 16,

Your reference........ Eemade -

- Our reference.ﬁ.ﬁﬁ....t“.!h#d&g : soumwufx STREET,

&n Secretary, or myself;
ST. CHRISTOPHER HOUSE,

LONDON, S.E.L.
D 15] 1 [by..

The Secretary acknowledges receipt of your letter
dated......| 35 ¢

i with enclosure(s), which is

receiving attention.

M720108 888




THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

t

M.O.T. REF: MGP-H20e Organiser: JouN Purcuess, Campaign Sec.: BRiAN A. LEwis, ‘ From: Sir Leslie Thomas, MBE, TD, MF.

| pare. . 13.7.1964 ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge, 1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge, ‘ 4 Pouge of Commons,
Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 48 Canterbury, Kent, Bridge 254

Londvon, 5.78.1

Sir &.M. Thomas, MBE, TD, MP., ' 15th July 1964
House of Commons, : {
London. SeWal

| | ) g,
I -~
Dear Sir, . ta,
Thank you for your letter advisipg'mg‘o? the
of name of the organisation. I §h1nx it is
{ gh$2§§ good idea and you are much more likely to get

something done if you approach the problem of the A.2
as a whole from Brenley Corner to Dover.

At the suggestion of Councillor A.J. Rosg we are
now enlarging the scope of the Bridge By-Pass Campaign to cover the
whole of A2 from Brenley Corner to Dover, and are changing the name
of the organisation to "The 22 Group". :

To launch this venture we are arranging for
leaflets and cards to be delivered to every house on A2 from the
¥2 junction to the outskirts of Dover, and have naturally written
to Sir John Arbuthnot, Member for the Dover Division, explaining
what we are doing. To get the matter going in Bridge, we are due
to hold another march on July 26th, at which an aide~-memoire to
the Minister will be signed &y as many supporters as we may
conveniently have on the march. This document we propose to pass
to you, as our Kember of Parliament, for onward transmission to
the Minister with whatever comments you may feel the situation

demands. This move, we feel sure, will help you in your
contact with the Einistry on the subject ~ and we look forward to
hearing of any success you have in your negotistions.

Thanking you for your interest,

I have already beéen in touch with the Ministry
from this particular point of view and will continue
to press them.

-
£
)
]

&
I
=
¢
v

Yours faithfully, ‘ ‘ John Furchese, Esq.,
Rosebank,
High Street,
Bridge.

John |Purchese.




From: Sir John Arbuthnot, Bt., M.B.E., T.D., M.P.

s

| S Bouse of Conmons, e :
\ | v 13.7.1964
N London, S.W1 d ¢

A

J R.D. Lemon, Esq.,
15th July 1964 Chief Constable of Kent,
i P.0. Box=m 11,
Police Headquarters,
Sutton Road, Maidstone.

’52\,. h"’. /)Lw M, 104/50/48.

Dear Sir,

The Bridge By=Pass Campaign mentioned to Sgt. Reid
of Bridge that it would like to have a march through the village on July
26th. 1964, and in consequence a most helpful Inspector from. Aylesham
called to see me last Saturday.  He explained that he undsrstood that
the Campaign wished %o march through the village, and then proceed to
Canterbury, Hawk'Lane, to hand in a dccument.

} I was able to give rather more detail, saying that
|

Thank you for your letter of 13th July about
the Bridge By-pass Campaign. As you will apore-
ciate, this is not in my Constituency, but rather
in that of Sir Leslie Thomas.

Naturally I am interested in the improvement
of the A.2, road in so far as it affects my
Constituency, gnd I do keep in close touch with
the Ministry about it. If Mr. Thomas is taking
any action, no doubt he will let me know.

the intention was to march through the village from the lay=-by at the
northern end to_the Church, and then return. The body of the procession
was then %o break up, and a small group of 8 continue down to Canterbury.
Apart from the usual set of banners we intended having no vehicles taking
part, but were indiuding a bed (and dummy occupant) representing the
Ministry of Transport asleep to the dangers at Bridge.

Your Inspector then left to obtain a firm decision
concerning this modification,; and was kind enough "to return later to say
that 4t ‘was regretted that the small group continuation to Canterbury

o (}‘ s :
E /QVAV,ﬂhvw”’ | could not ‘be allowed. All this is quite clear, and I would like to say at
J. Purchese, Esqg., {Lﬁ»

once how very helpful the Police have been. in all matters concerning the
Rosebank,

i, VE SR SN R S W S SN S

{
4

s

Campaign. All that I wish to ask now is: can the small group
High Street, @. embuss on a vehicle in the lay-by and proceed by road to Hawk Lane ? or
?rigge, b. not travel under any circumstances to hand in the letter to Sir Leslie
ent. ‘

T ]
| homas | offige. ? It'is merely that I want to be quite clear as to

what is disallowed. Naturally, we shall instantly obey whatever you
suggest, as this has always been a group seeking to remedy what it sees
as a bad situation by democratic means, and this does not allow any form
1 of oivil disobediance. {
( Yours faithfully, i
\




t forget tomorrow

Don’

Purchese, i deplores
gtmu:;e' of 'F:I'f_homy" to the

i AL
e ey nt
F E‘\il;‘“.ﬁtﬂ:mspbhﬁen\.

ighly rous course of -the
A2 through Bridge. "
Your anonymous correspon-

dent, A. N. Other,hulso complains |

of the same hig , but 'sug-
gests

that action should be taken |
irrespective of political convic- |

tion.

In a democratic society such |!
as our own, “authority is, of |
course, ourselves, and we are all |
responsible, through our elected

representatives, for “authority.”

Unfortunately, we generally
only have the opportunity of
electing our representatives or
“authority” from one of the
three major political parties.
Thus, I am afraid that . the
reasons for the present traffic
problems in Bridge and the
answers to them are political

ones. .
Bridge's elected authority in

the question of trunk roads is|

the Member of Parliament, and
the citizens of Bridge must
surely esk themselves if their
member has pursued the matter
with a sufficient sense of respon-
sibility and urgency. If ‘they
consider that their M.P. has not
done his duty in safeguarding
their vital interests, then they
must either bring pressure to
bear upon their M.P., to force
him to so do: or, they must
seek to have that member re-
placed. k L
The fact is that the motor in-
dustry has been encouraged to

expand violently over the past |

10 years without any Govern-
mental consideration being given

to the accommodstion of its |

products. Faster and ‘bigger
cars and lorries have been pro-
duced in ever-increasing quanti-

ties with little comparative in- |

crease in roads and road safety |/

measures.

That ~ Bridge is only one |

symptom of a tragic national ill- ||

ness does not detract from the
fact that Bridge's problem must
be dealt with immediately.
Nationally we must implement
the Crowther and Buchanan pro-
posals and segregate pedestrians
and traffic as a matter of great

urgency.The alternative is rapidly |

increasing slaughter on the
roads and complete chaos in our

cities.

TED MOSS {
(Prospective Liberal Parlia-
mentary Candidate, Canter-

bury Division). -
Apple Tree Cottage,

Petham. v b

ings every
e

Busy Times |
Dover’s Famot
o Ships

e
; %H‘Y see a lo‘t‘nﬁ:x‘e-g§ ?n ﬂm 24

August 2 'Is the
whden éxe tlgteésm}?tia 2
::éb %‘-ﬁke“é’ﬁ e

2:' ours, th

IS, N:\s’u.,
total of 50,000 car spaces
when every car has its ful
of passengers, th_etrg’ls,

Hen -

hat
l¥ y of

hoard to s}mw with 1

all ean en, 0{- The popularity
this m—mi?‘u ¢ sea tTip “?“‘ one’s
awn car has already increased

19684 baokings by 8 per cent.”

Ting / B z
“ Maid gf Kent,”" ¢ Lord "War-
den"” and ‘‘Normannia' each
have three separate crews work-
ing 12 hours on and 24 hours off.

One of these ships may be sent
to Newhaven next year to help
gu_t “Falaise " yith increasi
raffic on the .lepgg r

found. If you have any ideas,

! sBenqltthert:: t% 4 ll;‘ublic Rel t.tioh]s."'
‘|Britis s, W 00
“ | Station, Lnndgqn?my‘ ater

k&7 7.6y

to Dover

1\70 M2 extensi);

The Minister of Transport, asked

bury and then Dover, today said :
“I have no such plans.” In a
written Commons answer Mr.
Marples said: “Beyond Brenley
Corner the A2 will be progressively
improved as ‘a ftrunk road as
priorities and funds permit.” ' = .

Cotont SRAr & (77104 7|

about, extending the M2 to Canter-|

~
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Bulletin No. ‘3. 20th July, 1964.

THE __ BRIDGE, _EY—PASS CAMPATGIT

Organigers; John Purchese, "Rosebank!, High Street, Bridge. (Bridge 485).
Campaign Scc.: Brian A, Lewis, 1 Weston Villas, High Strect, Bridge.

Dear Supporter,

S_fou w%ll recall that Councillor A. J. Rogs gaid at the public meeting
held in Bridge at Eastertime, that the Campaign would carry more weight if

it concerned itself with the A2 from Brenley Corner to Dover. It
first sight an odd way to campaign for road safety in Bridze, but on
.reflection we realise the wisdom in the advice and have mée arrangements
accordingly to seek for support over a much wider area — althouszh our first
concern is Bridge. i

A very large distribution of leaflets and cards will be taking place
soon, with every house on A2 from the Motorway to Dover receiving copies
ot s 3 T i <5
The Member of Parliament for Dover, as well as our own Member, has bee
notified of these moves, and I t < spor e

1 5 we hope to let you know what response there has
been in our next bulletin.

In the me;antime, to remind the Ministry of Transport that there is a
groblem at Bridge, we are organising a small march through the village for
uur‘iday, 26th July, at 3 p.m., meeting at the lay-by. This march wii1 be
quicker than the one at Easter since there will be no vehicles. T We ;.:'ould
ask all our supporters, specially those who have indicated their willi 1'"1“-"3
Eo 'E;ake part in such activities, to turn out for an hour on Sunda“r——éé:tq 3’511
Felice permission has been given for the march, and we have indinfa%ed ti"«t s
there will be no more this year. E 5 2

It is worth mentioni

that there will : s ts
i hnt ng re will be only banners on this march, and

S We would repeat our comments made just before the Easter

march, tha‘.c. "oimmicks" are unfortunately necessary if the press and television
i,re to notice and report these marches; and it is the reportine of +>,; n:rc‘;‘
that strengthens our hand in discussions with the I\Tinis'trfy. < gy

. We have requested answers from the Ministry for those people who wrote to
uh_'em at Eas}ter anc_l who have heard nothing since. We do ani)r:‘-ciatc all the

?G_TJ, specially financially, for the Campaign; and we would be very “;ﬁaseti t
hear from any supporters who have queries. e 3

Thank you very much for your help;

help if vou - ;
the march on Sunday, 26th July. please help if you can by attending

ng

Yours faithfully,

Brian A. Lewis & John Purchese.
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Minister and
extension
of M2

THE Minister of Transport, Mr. Ernest Marples,
_on Friday dealt a body blow to those who were
hoping for the lessening of danger to life and limb |
on the A2 between Brenley Corner and Dover.
Asked about extending the TSR
A2 0 Caneroty i e $37 7 i 0w lnt.|
AR s e e o)
“I h ch e Ver. |
2 S¥e 1o Suchiplans. They announced another ‘
Az‘Bweiyilonge Bl;mey s(:li)‘f;;r itxtr:e protest march through Bridge, -
ogre: -In
proved as a trunk road as a§a§ g:;terbury, o0 Sunday
priorities and funds permit.” Mr. Brian Lewis and Mr
: M2 is linked to the S =2
A2 by a highlevel round- gok_m EY utl;ﬁheseé bothi of
about at -Brenley. v ridge, d  the KENT

G a o,
CONGESTED MESSENGER “We are ap:

pealing for support from all |
Thousands of cars pour off | those living along the A2!
the motorway on to the nar-{ Wwho know how dangerous,)
row and congested A2, head-| the road now is and whot
ing for the Channel ports of | Wish to do something. about|
Dover and Folkestone. it. 1
The A2 Group, whe are| <“vou know how, apart from |
campaigning for safety mea- | official statistics, there’ are’
sures along its whole stretch|dozens  of  mearaccidents.
from the motorway junction every week — cars overtaking'
to Dover, hit back on Mon-|that scrape others, cars ‘that
hit the one in front, pedes-

— |trians narrowly avoiding

death because of speeding

lorries, and unwieldy car.tran-

sporters and  other huge

vehicles brushing. the narrow

pavements in the villages,”

they said.
VILLAGES !

Mr. Purchese, one of the
organisers of the A2 Group |
(which embraces the villages '
of .- Boughton, Harbledown,
Bridge, Lydden, Temple Ewell,
and Kearnsey) has first-hand

. | knowledge of what “can hap-
:|pen on the “road of death”,
F|' Last year he sent the Mini. |
stry of Transport two photo- |
graphs. One showed the Arch-
]bishop of Canterbury (Dr,
Michael Ramsey) crossing the
‘| High Street, Bridge, for the
induction of a new vicar,

The vicar led the way, and

two policemen attended to
.| see the Primate safely across,

The second photograph was
of a wall knocked down in
the High Street by a_lorry.
The driver chose to hit the|
wall “rather than the village |
constable’s wife and child who |
were walking along the pave-
ment a foot or two away.” |

Bridge By-Pass

b 1]

- [T

(A

DEAR READER,

The Bridge By-Pass Campaign was formed two years ago
to bring to the notice of the Ministry of Transport the
dangerous situation at Bridge on the A2, where the traffic
had been building up for years and where the opening of M2
could mean traffic chaos. For the past year the Campaign
has been publicly pressing the Ministry to take action in the
matter, taking its own traffic census to show the increase in
traffic, and suggesting ways of preventing accidents.

At a public meeting held in April this year, a County
Councillor advised the Campaign to spread its activities to
the whole of A2, from Brenley Corner to Dover—and this
is what we are now doing.

The Bridge By-Pass Campaign is now called “The A2
Group”, and we are appealing for support from all those
living along the A2, who know how dangerous the road now
is.and who wish to do something about it. You know, how
apart from official statistics, there are dozens of near-accidents
every week; cars overtaking that scrape others, cars that hit
the one in front, pedestrians narrowly avoiding death because
of speeding lorries, and unwieldy car transporters and other
huge vehicles brushing the narrow pavements in the villages.

Yours faithfully,

BRIAN A. LEWIS, JOHN PURCHESE

PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCRESE, ROSEBANK HIGH ST. BRIDGE.
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26.7+1964

Sir L.M. ’m' IBR. !'D. .PI’
House of Commons,
Londony SeW.l

Dear Sir,

A number of your constituents have this day
signed an aide-memoire to the Minister of Transport, the Right Hon.
Ernest Marples, MP., reminding him of the decrease in road safety
through the village of Bridge.

The A2 Group would be most grateful if you
would act on behalf of the village in your Division, by forwarding
this document through the appropriate channels to the Minister.
Possibly at the same time, you would wish to point out to the
Minister that the A2 Group now views the whole of A2 from Brenley
Corner to Dover as most dangerous, and in view of the Minister's
recent statement that he proposes to do nothing towards relieveing
the situation also add that the Group sees no Justification in hid
optimistic inaction. They feel he is asleep to the needs of the
situation.

Yours faithfully,

John| Purchese.




A2| GROUP

Organiser: John Purchese,

THE

M.O.T. REF; HGP-14-t2 068 Campaign Scc.: Brian A, Lewis,

‘Rosebank’, High Street, 1, Weston Villas, High Street,

PATE 26.7+1964 Bridge. Tel. Bridge 485. Bridge. Tel. Bridge 254.

The Right Honourable Ernest Marples, M.P.,
The Ministry of Transport,
Southwark Street, London, S.E.l

Dear Sir,
Those appending their signatures to this letter wish
” to remind you of the decreasing road safety at the village of Bridge
on A2 caused by the increase in traffic due to the opening of M2, and
by the increase in heavy goods vehicles through a High Street suitable
only for 19th. century light horse traffic.

We urge you to examine this problem afresh, and ACT 1§

Yours faithfully,
Qo N Le, MR

?. Eysat, .o

7
Vi

VRV SR e S v iRVl a vl v SV v vy sy Dy v i v e s ey

For action write to:-

M. P.jbr Canterbury : Sir L. M. Thomas, MBE, TD, MP,

M. P. for Dover: Sir John Arbuthnot, MBE, mMP,

Or:  The Secretary, The Ministry of Transport,

Quote M. of T. ref: HGP [14 /42 [068

PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE, ROSEBANK HIGH ST

House of Commons, London, S.W.1

House of Commons, London, S.W.1

Southwark Street, London, S.E.1
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Asleep

Mr. Marples arrived in New- |

| ark last night to open the hy-
pass and went to bed early in |

his hotel.

Earlier he had been criticised

for “sleeping ” over another by-
pass. Protest marchers at
Bridge., near Canterbury, who
are demanding a by-pass for
their village, carried banners
saying :

“The Minister of Transport
is asleep to our needs.”

And they pushed a bed with a
dummy Mr, Marples in it.

In Southern England thous-

ands of motorists enjoyed the !

hottest weekend this year.

what you like
English villages,
re not hasty, Not
Places that
hanged much in
turies don’t fly off
le for nothing.

makes the Strange
Bridge all the,

is a village of 700
the London-Dover
A2. Going through
this artery of
‘is in places all of
le. And the traffic

ekend, however, it
jammed end to
the villagers
with banners de-

ad technician, father
_hildren.

i March

R. LEWIS began

thinking about Bridge

and its traffic a couple
of years ago when he was
hit by a passing car.

“Not knocked down, you
understand,” he says. “Just
nudged. It happens here all
the time.” =

Not everyone is so lucky.
Bridge has had eight killed,
49 injured. in five years.

John Purchese came into
it because he had five
children who had to run the

for an
answer

Traffic was halted. And older
villagers wanted to know why

they hadn't been invited. - 1

“Then we put ‘a letter
through every vilage door,
with a card for a reply saying
if they would help. All these
did,” said Mr. Lewls, flipping
through a thick card index.

Grumble

T has not been all A

The man in the 500-

year-old ~ White Horse
inn spoke with the volce of
villagers everywhere when
he said: “People not been
here five minutes, trying to
change things. «..”

In fact, Mr. Lewis has
lived in Bridge all his life,
but since he is only 20 that
makes him a newcomer by
village standards. And Mr.
Purchese has been there
only four years, and before
then he lived all of three
miles away. . . .

A by-pass would cost at
least £1 million, and
(though the Ministry is too
polite to point this out) a
million” would probably buy
up_Bridge entirely.

But Bridge is determined to
keep up a steady drip, drip,
drip which they hooe will
wear the stony Ministry
down. F .
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Kentish G:
From: Sir Leslie Thomas, MBE, TD, MP, | ’ - i 2
| W, e DTIdge Villagers. On
i Wouse of Commons, | U T Tl (TS s fﬂ’.}’xﬁ'n}& ﬁ%é'n; @5~ 25 - s
: ‘ dge Traffic) [ 5535 The Mareh
ming

FLondon, $.3U.1 }

0 p ST i The Clerk (Mr. I, F. Soflfeux) 43 .
! PI‘Oblem sald that a suggestion that a

| R L A2 Group Planned
Mfi.nister_ seeks by the Cza:ty ngmmcll and

1
The. villagers of Bridge were [asking Sir Leslie Thomas to de- ]
Bridge Parish  Council lxloaég on the march again on Sunday. o half.”

29th July 1964

i liver on our beha 1
3t Im rovement decided to finstall trunk On one of the hottest and busi-| The demonstration was a cur- |1
! _The Minister of Transport| |Class “A” lighting through the | .o days of the summer they suc- | fain raiser to the next step for- |}

{ r, Ernest Marples) is con- m‘,},‘{l‘ ﬂge‘”@ al ced to a| ce¢ded In holding up traffic |ward in the village's fight to re-

e b S R T e

i SSHAT iday: o
that Kent Count; Councﬂd'be About 35 took part in the de- Ava publicy meeting in  th
& h asked - to tcol?li er provi the | monstration, ,designed _as an |village a few months ago, Clir. A
f 3 gridg«; dR"e‘abEl:;h;;d [aeE jmgr:nwltﬁ “aide-memoire” to the Minister |J. Royse suggested they would.
v‘ 4,\, h b | ounc

t uld
of Transport; to jolt his memo better to get the whole " of
the road to Bourne Park. in case he has forgotten Bridge’s | A2 from Brgenley Comer%’pover
T T i T claim for a by-pass. interested in improveme:

| ! And the Right Honourable| And this. 1o oo Bridge is|
£ 26th Jul ot o s s Suedion cerin” A el o | oo doime 1t s oring e A |
m - ™ » i d asked a qu cession. ed was pushed along G . desi d
jhank you f?I‘ JRUT 1etter of‘ 2 = g o inb(igg.glsiamaent as to when the the street. In itswas a figure i L S e AD S
on behalf of the A2 Group. I have forwarde

| o steady pressure on the Minis
. | s A.zd wahs li}](_agl?; to be improved sporting a black bowler and O}E ngnspgn for the*extension o
: + -3 Tps | and when Br e M2,
this to the linister of Transport. 1
|
{

ge was likely to rolled umbrella. A poster pro- | ¢
be’-f!l:)y-pﬁsisth. R ey glaimed. “’ghg_ Minister is asleep
nister 0 our needs.
he' could’ not say when the As the procession made its
schemes on the length of the A.2 snail’s - pace way through the
concerned could be found a narrow main street. queues of
lace1 inththe‘ roag gtoﬁ;‘&ﬁ:iﬂ: cars stretched either side of the
t, in the meantime, vi e.
conside ring what other 'Satd Mr. John Purchese: “We
imeasures could be taken to im- have backed this up with a letter
vae cgngztlxé)ns through  the to the Minister. which we are
village of Bridge.

Next weekend over 2,000 leaf-

ts and forms go out to every-
body who faces on to the A2 be-
tween Brenley Corner and Dover. |
It asks them if they ‘are inte

ested in pressing fof improve-
ments and if they are ready to
take part in demonstrations and-
lobbying.
Says the letter from Mr. Pur- i
chese: “In the long run the lifel
you save by your actions may be |
your own.” X o

e

I have studied the signatures with

interest and should be grateful if you could
let me know how many of phose who have appended ‘.
signatures are school children. 1 i

Irean ety Bt
TR | -
[\.hb.' i B P T |

Rosebank,
High Street,

\
|
{
John Purchese, Esqg., |
bridge., l

eong a ﬁlue suggesting a sleeping Minister of Transport, residents of

~ Bridge held on “nldz-memoir_e’;‘_ degto‘nmgﬁmg on Sunday.
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BED HOLDS UP TRAFFIC

PIPE-SMOKING JOHN PURCHESE, one of the organisers of the_ A2 G’rgup,;
leads the protest march along the race-track A2-at Bridge, %

Lok Mamamged 3107 ot

Bridge Protest ‘Marchers |

| Deved Cx pram

|
|
i‘ e {80 B \)
; 1
| ‘»
COMPLETE WITH UMERELLA AND BOWLER, a dummy Tepresenting
Mr. Marples is pulled in its bed through Bridge High Street, near Canter-
: bury, on Sunday.
1 ¥
9
Angxy residents on_ the march. This was the scene at Bridge on Sunday as villagers stag ¥ o

march in nmon oi their claim for a by-pa---

BY-PASS

HL\DREDG
were held ﬂ on
the London-Dn"or AZ
road mear Can ry
on Sunday aﬂernoon
by a BED. P L

It was pulled on a Erollcy
along Bridge High Street by
members of the A2 Group,
who are campm “for
safety measures 20 -
miles of the trunk road be-
tween Brenley Curner and
Dover. ‘

In the bed was 4 recum
bent  dummy xeprgdnﬁnz
the Minister of
Mr. Ernest Marples. A noﬂoe
board read “The M.O.T. is
asleep . to our needs.™

One of the demands of
the A2 Group has been the
extension of the M2 to by~
pass Canterbury and Bridge.
Last week, Mr. Marples re-
jected the idea in a written
parliamentary reply. :

Mr. John Purchese, one
of the organisers of the A2
Group, told a KENT MES-,
SENGER  reporter = after
Sunday’s protest mareh
with the bed. “It was most
successful. There were 50 |
cars at a time held up at !
each end of Bridge,

Letter to M.P. -

“Now I am going to the
Conservative headquarters -
in Canterbury to deliver a
letter addressed to the M.P;,
Sir Leslie Thomas."

Both before and after tlm .
march on Sunday cars and
lorries poured through
Bridge—and through all the -

AS—-in

'carl

other villages on the
an endless stream, z
Records taken by the A2 i
Group in recent months
have shown that more than
6,000 vehicles pass thro ugh |
narrow Bridge- High Street
in a 24-hour period m: week- |
ends. i
Most: of them have come,. |
from or, are “heading for, |
the Medway Motorway.- !
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The Dover Express & East Kent News, Friday, 315t Jaly, 1964

Organiser: John Purchese, Campaign Secc.: Brian A, Lewis, ! A ¢ 2
‘Rosebank’, High Street, 1, Weston Villas, High Street, ]
Bridge. Tel. Bridge 485, Bridge. Tel. Bridge 254. ; Y THE ! " Ew MOTORW l v

Protest Marchers Out
'\ Again At Bridge

COMPLETING THE M.2 MOTORWAY, which extends almost as far as Canterbury and then
. »: comes to an abrupt halt in a roundabout at Brenley Corner, is likely to be 2 long, drawn out
Piocess. Mr. Ernest Marples, the Minister of Transport, has dashed the hopes of the A.z Group —
set up recently to campaign for improved safety measures along the narrow, congested trunk road.
- Tt had hoped that there'was a scheme in the offing to bring the motorway through to the port
Dover, but Mr. Marples says “I have no such plans.” Hundreds of thousands of moforists travel
i 3t high speed along the motorway and, unsuspectingly, are channelled off into the marrow A.2 to
g = | Canterbury and Dover, o

t

M.O.T. REF: HGP-14-42 068

Seem 4leTei964

Sir L.M. Thomas, MBE, TD, MNP,
9, Hawks Lane,
Canterbury, Kent.

T T — T

Deat Iy,

Thank you for your letter of the 29th. July
acknowledging receipt of the aide-memoire to the Minister.

It is gratifying to note that you studied
the document with interest. The answer to the question in the second
paragraph of your letter is: two. The other rather shaky Bignatures
are those of elderly people, of which there is a number who are
frightened by the traffic through Bridge.

“But the Minister says the A2 beyond Brenley Corner will be
““progressively improved as a trunk road as priorities and funds
permit.” =

The A2 Group is not letting
things rest there, however. On
Sunday there was a protest march
at Bridge and leaflets and cards

:‘ appealing for support have been
Yours faithfully, ;:l;hvere;l 1o every resident along
j € road.

TR Mg e

Traffic Stopped

2 The marchers, who held up traffic
for over a mile, propelled a bowler-
£ hatted figure'in a bed representing a
sleeping Mr. Marples.

A'leading organiser, Mr. John Pur-
chese, of High Street, Bridge, said
this week that members invited
everyone living along the read, from
its junction with the M2 to Dover, |
to add weight v the Group’s efforts
o get some action. :

Bvery day, he said, there were a |
multitude of accidents, or near acci-
‘|dents and pedestrians narrowly
escape death or serious injury. |

The narrow streets of small com- |
munities such as Bridge, Lydden
and Temple Ewell—where, in some
places there are no pavements—
were totally inadequate for heavy
traffic, he said,

In fact he added, the A2 was
never meant to cope with speeding
lorries, huge transporters and other
heavy vehicles. ' Official accident
statistics didn’'t reveal half the
story, he said, and it was time some-
thing was done,

s e e 8 e el i e o S BT
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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT

St. Christopher House, Southwark Stréet, Lonpon S.E. 1

Telex: 21352 Telegrams: Transminry, London
Telephone: warerloo 7999, ext.

Our reference: HGP 1)-&/1\\2/068
Your reference: ,)..l J'uly, 1961}

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of the 13th July,
offering to reserve space in your pamphlet for a

Ministry statement on the sybject of the A.2
trunk road.

However, I do not think this would serve any
useful purpose at the present time, since we have

nothing to add to our previous statements on this
matter.

As you zre already aware the A.2 will be
progressively improved beyond Brenley Corner as
priorities and funds permit. And, as we have
informed you in previous correspondence, a by-pass
of Bridge will form part of this general improvement.

Yours faithfully,

John Purchese, Esqg.,
The A.2 Group,
"Rosebank",

High Street,

Bridge,

Nr. Canterbury,
Kent.

This paper is suitable for Dyeline Photocopying

2

e,

< 'This ls the reply of the A2
Group ‘to Transport Minister
‘Marples' statement, to the Com-
mons that he has no plans to
| ex the motorway.

~said that beyond Bren-
1ey orner the A2 will be pro-
gressively improved. as a trunk
roa,d ;a.s prlormes and funds
pern

'I'he ‘M3 is linked to the A2
by a high-level roundabout at
Brepley - between Fayersham
and Ga,ntelbury

Thousands of cars pour off
“the- motorway on to the mnar-
TOW, congested A2, heading for
the channel ports of Dover and
Fo.keston

SAFETY
Near Deaths

The ‘A2 Group are campaign-
in v safety measures along
thesgyhole stretch of the road
{rofit’the motorway junction at
B nley to Dover,
“Brian Lewis and Mr,
John Purchase, both of Bridge,
Carﬂmb\? ,  said! : ‘r'We
&W appc-a ng for support from
| |all".'tho.se living along the A2
who. know how dangerous the
| ypad ‘nowW. is and who wish fo
do Something about it.
. “Win  addition to recorded
erdshes  there are dozens of
jeqr - accidents every week—
’k,xe seraping  others, pedes-
tfriang narrowly avoiding death
;nd umwieldy car transporters

ther huge vehicles brush-
e m.uow pavements in

!

m’g'h A2 Glloups ﬁinée:)x est
p villages of ugh-

maludw don Bridge, Lydden,

'rempla Ewell and Kearsney.

et ——

AFLETS demanding action towards lessening
i danger on ‘the A2 road from Brenley Corner to
Aover are to be distributed to every house along the
-mile stretch from the end of the M2 motorway to

@Mﬂakﬂun . 14be
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ie M. Thomas, MBE, 1D, By
Pouse of Commons,
Lonvon, S.8.1
leth November 1962
ear 4r. rurchese

ffie

y from the

I am sending
it until his
kept a copy.

comments
that
back.

From the Minister
ST. CHRISTOPHER HOUSE
SOUTHWARK STREET
LONDON S.E.«

c‘ 15’November, 1962.
’

You will recall your letter of 10th October enc
correspondence from your constituent, ¥Mr. J. Purches
"Rosebank", High Street, Bridge, and the petition concerning

the proposed by-pass of Bridge.

T am fully aware that improvements in road conditions at
Bridge are very desirable, and I have much sympathy with
those who think that somethi by should be done S0C
to improve matters there, especi

were one of only a few cases
I could, of course, help more ¢
promise to do. I know you wi

N B
3

forced to work to
can I be sure tha
iament for road w s
country's interest as
out of its proper
and even more neces
to a particular s¢he
and that responsibil

5
]




Houge of Commons,

Fondon, S.70U.1

pA— N S s 5o

30th December 1963 {

am interested in the

\ ,
SR A MEANS DANGER! R

ie fully informed.

FThank yo for our lette * & 5 y

1964 is General Election Year. For the Electorate’s would be willing to

X { -1 ~aga » m ; 'v ﬁ ‘ e L ‘ benefit this leaflet details each Party’s official proposals R T ey

- e i A R T i L for Bridge High Street road safety. Conservative, Pt i e}

N Liberal and Labour statements appear overleaf.
q S ,....y-.«é, | ick as required, complete
. | 1d address, and post back
> ;hr 6 \’ PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE. ROSEBANK HIGH ST. BRIDGE
f P (S L |
b
I1e e ) The narrow, winding main|

street, part of the A2 trunk

° ”
‘ ] road, is used by Dover-bound
oF . llla“e Ste S up ﬁo.ht traffic. It has become heavier
b A b recently because drivers have
been using the M2 route

oo for sater High Street |iine =2

In its circnlar, headed Bridge |

{
‘1. Means Danger! the group sets out
: ; % | : : t_)_m‘_qthrca local political parties® |
: 3 3 l WHAT price do you put on life? Tl}ut is the ‘question on an envelope being cir- e Teaflota wira published by 37-
LA b culated by a group of people at Bridge, near Canterbury. R e s

The group is campaigning for a by-pass at Bridge, or at least speed restrictions or 1![\?*“:} iﬁ:‘ﬁé‘f?&%{“{,}ﬁ‘i mﬂ; y
other measures to make the High-st. safer. 2 o  hy-pai, for eolie Eime St

: has
. ' ing considered at the moment, but [an ever-growing band of helpers.
et Extests 201 6u 8 TINGE go ahead until. the|. They ave seen too often the in=
Government reaches a _decision juries and deaths resulting from |
about the Chagnel Tunnel. vehicles speeding through the vil-
! Mr, George Cobbett, prospective lage. Cars swoop down one hill
Tabour Parliamentary candidate info Bridge and accelerate to climb
for Canterbury, says the situation the hill on the other side,
is bound to become more dgngernnn( The campaign secretary is 20-
ihecanse of the increasing traffic, 'Year-old Brian Tewis, who last|
He says that until a b_\'-g:u ja year organised a protest march
eventually built more must be done througl the village. 3
to make the village safer. Conservative view is given b Sio|
“Mr. J. H, Stewart, chairman of Leslie Thomas. ALP. for Canter
the local.Liberals, savs thew would {2Ur¥, Ho says bwo scliewes are .
x;ess for the highest prioritgtobey™ 0
ive v

ven to the project. i




THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

REF; HGP-14-42-068

Organiser: JOHN PURCHESE, Campaign Sce.: BRIAN A. Lewrs,
e 3.2.1964 ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge, 1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485 Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 254

The Minister of Transport,
St. Christopher House,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.l

Dear Mr. Marples,
I apologise for writing directly to you,
but I feel that the body of this letter will explain my action. I
should add at once that I do not propose to write directly to you
again, and that I sincerely hope that you will have a sight of this

PR You, Sir, are aware of the road situation
in Bridge. Sir Leslie Thomas, Hember of Parliament for the Canterbury
Division, has been in correspondence with you on the subject several
times. You may not be awre of the following. I enclose pamphlets
which I believe indicate the extent to which a very large body of
people is disatisfied with the road conditions in Bridge High Street.
Although three different political bodies are represented in the
leaflet, they unanimously condemn the danger in the village. This
collective opinion should disenchant your Ministry vrg% the thought
that this campaign lacks weight of public opinion.

Over a period now of two years I have
written to your ¥inistry on the subject, and have collected the views
of five of your officials - who answer my letters in random order.

In 1963 I wrote four letters — scarcely an arduous number to which to
reply — but have not yet had the pleasure of an answer to my letter
dated 28.12.1963. (I enclose a copy in case the original is mislaid).
I wonder, Sir, if you could indicate to your offivials that a calendar
month should be a sufficient period of gestation for a reply, and that
the answer should relate to my letter.

If I may, I will end my letter with the
paragraph with which I end all correspodence to your Ministry. It is
more to the point now than when it was first coined two years ago.

I shall quite understand if comment is
delayed until due consideration has been given the points raised, but
I would like to point out that events have a way of outsitripping

preparedness. Yours faithfully,

Enc.: Leaflets & Copy of
letter dated 28.12.'63.

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LONDON SE.1
Telegrams: Transminry London Telex
Telephone: WATerloo 7999, ext. 2400 .

Our reference:  HGP 14,/42/068

Your reference:

f |/ Pebruary, 1964,

I
I
\ Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 3rd February about the traffic conditions on
trunk road A.2 at Bridge,

1
!
!
‘ Now that a firm decision has been made on the form that the cross-Channel link
‘ will take, _ We can now re-examine the plamnning of the road pattern required in
east Kent, Any plans which are made must include provisions for by-passes, in
one form or another, of villages and towns on A,2 where the highway is unsuitable
:) for the needs of present and future traffic, We have always appreciated that
i traffic must be taken away from the centre of Bridge, but until the decision on
the Channel Tunnel was made we were unable even to comsider whether this should be
achieved by means of a small by-pass or by building a completely new road., It
now appears probable that the solution will be a by=pass, but I must point out that
considerable work will have to be done in investigating future traffic volumes and
engineering problems before this can be confirmed,

L I am unable to say when this improvement will take place, as you will appreciate
that all schemes must be compared one with another in arriving at a logical and fair
order of priority for allocation of the funds available.

I am sorry that no reply was sent to your letter of 28th December, but in
‘ view of the fact that you said you would "quite understand if comment is delayed
until due consideration has been given to the points raised" we deferred replying
in the hope that you could be given more definite information than was then
available,

’ Yours faithfully,

1 . T

s LpnRA’




THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

0.T. REF; HGP-14:42-068

Organiser: Joun PurcHESE,

‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge,

Campaign Scc.: BR1AN A, LEwis,

ATE. 15.2.1964 1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge,

Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 48 Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 254

The Secretary,
The Ministry of Transport,
Southwark Street, London, S.E.l

- for circulation tot- G. Davis, Esq., L. Durrant, Esq., F. Samuel, Esq.,
R. Pearson, Esq., R.L. Pearce, Esq., and G.D. Hewett, Esq. of the Divisional
Road Engineer's Dept., ref: RDL/34/6T71.

Gentlemen,

I have to thank Mr. Re L. Pearce of the Ministry
Group for his acknowledgment of my letters dated 28.12.1963 and 3.2.1964.
It was gratifying to learn that since a firm decision had been made on the
form that the cross—Channel link would take you could now re-examine the
planning of the road pattern required in east Kent. Foolishly, I had
imagined that this process might have been already contemplted.

This correspondence is of the greatest interest
locally, so I am sure you will not be averse to my condensing Mre. R.lL.
Pearce's letter down to the following statement:=

"The Ministry envisages no definite plans for Bridge, but it can be

forecast confidently - as far as known to Mr. Pearce - that it would seem
probable that the long term solution might be a by-pass. Although
promises will be made periodically that the matter is under review, no
attempt can be made in the immediate future to minimise the dangers of
the High Street, since the accident pattern caused by future traffic volumes
and engineering problems has® to be conscientiously investigated before any
decision can be confirmed - subject, of course, to a logical and fair order
of priority for the allocation of available funds."
Unless you might wish to alter the odd word or two I shall assume that this
is the Minister's answer to my personal letter to him, and will publish

on March 1st. It was satisfying to learn that the delay in
replying to my letter dated 28.12.1963 was caused by due consideration being
given the points raised. I shall wait hopefully for the Group's comments
on the points raised in this letter, but I would like to point out that
events have a way of outstripping Ministerial preparedness, as you may

learn publicly this summer.
Yours faithfully,

"

John\| Purchese.

b
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|candidate—“hothing.

terbury’s Conservative M.P.
oing about the Bridge traffic
em ? The answer is patently

| clear, says Mr. Ted Moss, the
terbury constituency Liberal

_ Speaking to

Herne Bay

|Liberals on Saturday, he an-

swered criticisms of his “angry
oung man"” speech which had
en made at the East Kent and
Canterbury Conservative' Club
dinner by Sir Leslie Thomas and
 Mr. John Baker White. -
~_“How dare I interfere in this
previously  impregnable Tory
stronghold? How . dare T
angry at the conditions in which
our old people are forced to live?
How dare I be indignant about
the appalling housing conditions
that' exist, and that to obtain a
new house for many young
couples is just impossible? '
“How dare I endeayour to
serve my country and challenge
the complacency of the Con-

_|servative Party, which has for

far too long represented the
people of this constituency?
“That I should hardly dare to
interfere in this Conservative
running of things I learn from
the speakers at
dinner of the East Kent and
Canterbury Conservative Club,”
he said. »
© “Yet surely the people of
Bridge, for instance, need some-
one to interfere in the running of
their affairs. So far, nothing, ab-
solutely nothing, has been:or is
being done to relieve their

appalling traffic problem.
Kaastoih GRICTEE At 1, i

7, Patently Clear, -

“The Ministry of; Transport
takes months to answer a single
Jetter on the subject. What is our
Member of Parliament doing

|about sthe problem of Bridge?

The answer is patently clear—

| nothing.

“T never read of Canterbury’s
elected representative ising his
voice in the House of Commons.
Does our Member ever speak in
the Commons? If not, why not?
I‘certainly should make Canter-
bury's presence felt if the people
of Canterbury so desired my

since becoming an

been able to travel

gaining experience. EXxperience
at what, and for what? Dare I
mention that ‘his duty might
have been better served staying
here and attending the needs of

his constituents ? .
“I had no wish to engage in

t came

here, but it appears that I have

personalities when I

no option in the matter. To
categorieally state, as our Mem-
ber does, that Britain is at the

the league table of

surely questions his
suitability’ ‘to ~ represent some
60,000 adult people. If %Hgaln is
top, with US.A. and? USSR,
way behind, why did 912sscient-
ists and engineers leéave this

/|country for the U.S.A. alone last
|year? "And why is’this mass
|| exodus now reaching - alarming

are ,
The truth is that Sir Leslie
Thomas, has been most

helpful in assisting the inhabi-
tants of Bridge in their en-
deavours to allevizte the traffic
}amblems.in thig village. Having
ived in Bridge for 12 years, 1
am more aware of the problem
than Mr. Moss. : il
! T also know that as mfuch as
a year ago, as the res@ft of a
petition started by MrsJ, Pur-
chese and wholeheartedly sup-|
rted Bridge pecple, Sir

sequence, we had » mest s -
thetic letter from the latmpi.n
which he made it-clear that he
could do nothing definite until
the decision concerning the

He

el 2
would then ag: give serious
consideration to the matter.

recently as ¢ few weeks
ago Sir Leslie contributed an
article to a pamphlet, printed by
Mr. Purchese, in which he con-
firmed his support to any scheme
which would ‘help solve the'
traffic problem of Bridge, saying |
that he would continue to press
for the extension of the M2 to
Dover, to be started as soon as
possible. v t

I hope the above has corrected
the absolutely untrue impression
given by Mr. Moss that our M.P.
is doing nothing—the reverse is
gle tl;‘uth—his is !plteim”d in the
ay he worl unstintingly for
his constituents. - s
(Member Bridge Conservative
Committee and Women's
Advisory Committee.)

Kaosd Gedied IR Goo
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BRIDGE TRAFF
PROBLEM
To the Edifor, 3 "“
DO‘{I:‘.“‘I&I‘.:I:E! me of. geln )
aware of the facts relating to
Bridge traffic dis; L
uld be further

1962, some 24 -letters, ‘inwvi

over 4,000 words, have been
ceived by the organisers of
campaign as follows: & = ¢

Ministry of 3 v
letters (gith  fouz 'giaﬂeru':::unﬂ g
tures, indicating t no in-
dividual “is responsible for|
Bridge). B

Ministry. of. Transport:
sional Road Engineer—five
Member of Parliament —C
terbury—three letters. L0y 1o

Member of Paﬂmnng's secre- |
[ tary—three letters. « = S8

Letter from Minis
port to Member of

one letter.
Letter from Ministry of Tran
port answering Member of P
ment’s question for Bridge—
e
at the above p
dence has resulted in ist
(i)ﬂThe ascertgutmem
the five years betweem
1958, and June 30, 1963y
dents involving five fatal
other injuries were reported
B The 1aying! ofiyu
i e laying of some
kerbstones in severall se
through the villgfe. )
In the words of the &i
stable of Kent *“ .. .ith

been done, nothing is b

' done and nothing is
1o be dou_e.




