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| Crased Into
Wall

Motorist In
Hospital

| Early on Sunday morning a
(car driven by Edwin B. Crook,
[of Brenley Lodge, Boughton,
|crashed—from what cause is
lunknown—into a wall at the
{junction of High Street and
{Conyngham Lane, Bridge. The
|car . was considerably. damaged
|and the driver was taken to the
|Kent "and Canterburyﬁlqspital
jand detained with a dislocated |
|right hip, cuts, bruises and |
shock, . I

Kentish Gazette; August 2, 1967
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Through The Churchyard
In regard to the possibility of
a right-of-way being established

the entrance to Bourne Park, to
avold-_-,.,gne- present danger to
pedestrians on Bridge "Hi1],
where there was no pavement, it
was reported that the Viear and

were prepared to consider dudi-
cating a right-of-way provided
no expense fell upon thern,

ClIr. G. 8. Cobbett asked if the
work could be earried out hefore
the start of the autumn term in
view of the fact that, with re-
duced school bus facilities, more
chiliren would be: endangered
when coming from the Bourne
Park entrance,

The Clerk said that no promise
could be made as there iere
certain procedures to be carried
out but, as far as his office was
concerned, the matter would be
| | expedited. ; ;

| through Bridge Churchyard to|

P.C.C.. were sympathetic and|

Dancer Corner

Silence

f Since no. further infermation
. has been forthcoming’ rom the

{ Ministry ‘of Transport eoncern-

| in#'the proposed Bridge by-pass,
the Clerk has been instructed to

‘-‘press for a reply. st
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~ BRIDGE

MEANS
DANGER

The dangers of the A2 at the
village of Bridge may be the sub-
ject of a question in the House
of Commons, says Mr. J. Pur-
chese, who is campaigning for
the construction of the village
by-pass to be expedited.

Mr. Purchese said this week
that Canterbury's @ M.P, Sir
Leslie Thomas, had promised to
put a question to the House—
and that he had also promised
full support.

Meanwhile, Mr. Purcheése is
continuing his campaign for im-
provements to the A2 and for
an alternative route.

He is organising the distribu-
tion of pamphlets which say
“BRIDGE MEANS DANGER—
GO SLOW” to every house in
the village, and is giving out
car-stickers,

Already he has written to the
Transport and General Workers'
Union  protesting against the
amount of heavy goods traffic
which goes through the village,
and also to the Automobile As-
sociation asking for “Danger”
signposts to be erected,

The campaign has been in
Progress for some time, but as
yet has achieved no tangible re-
sult. “But,” says Mr. Purchese,
“the campaign” is by no means
dead.”
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Motorists travelling through

Bridge towards Lond(én saw

this warning this week. Its appear-

4 04"ty
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3| Go-jtie -

Bridge People Want to Live
HETHER. the strictly un-
Q 1" “ Slow, people live
here "=motice, = displayed in
Bridge,*had any effect on speed-
ing motorists, is doubtful, but
there can be no doubt whatever
that it is ' high time something
was done to check the behaviour
of many drivers who SWoOop
down through the village. There
have been protests for many
vears, publicity of all kinds in
the 'Press and: on the air 'and
still, T am assured, many local
people go in fear.
~One day last'week I arrived a
few ‘minutes after a near-miss
and: while a pedestrian who had
escaped by inches was still hav-
ing a few words with an equally
angry but quite “unrepentant
young man in a car, The pedes-
trian was almost speechless, for
he“had just been told off in no
uncertain terms for ‘“cluttering
up " the road. ‘ g
When I came away he was
threatening to follow . the
example of French villagers,
whose methods of slowing down
road-hogs is to dig a few chan-
nels across the approaches to
their villages. Of course, he will
| do nothing of the kind. In this
country, we are much too law-
abiding to do anything illegal—
who

many motorists drive

(through Bridge.
L L. J Al AT Shrttiry—=ry

except, apparently, the far toa|:

Kentish Gazette,

0

——————

gc_tolier 4,

“BRIDGE—
PEOPLE LIVE
HERE”

To the Editor,

Bridge village .is expanding—
more houses; more children; more
old people; more cars; more
accidents? If all near-misses and
minor accidents, as. well as the
more serious ones, became news,
the total would indeed be really
alarming, and greater pressure
applied for positive action. -

DOUGLAS A. LEWIS.
1 Weston Villas, o
Bridge.

Kentish Gazette, September 27, 1963
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STATION

FI ILLING

village

! Village Properties Ltd. (man-
‘aging director, Mr.

e Kent County Council's re;
isal of planning permission for
, fi station.

Mlt!:ing E. Schoefield, Q.C., for

e appellants, spoke of . the
tion for the filling station. A
oment later, Mr. P. H. Jobe-

, for the K.C.C, countered
v iti his T5-signature petition.
~ Mr. Schoefield said-that it was

appeliants, and there was quite
Snp‘ll:;: of other development pro-
ected for the wil including
a 10-acre Council estate.

Therée were also other houses
that area, and traffic from

s to get on to the A2
It wasgthought ‘it almost cer-:

rm KEstate road.
this is an excellent idea is

[road,” he said. !
|Condemned
! The site involved the de-
Imolition of some 150-200-year-old
|picturesque cottages, But these
‘had been condemned as unfit for
‘habitation and would have to
demolished in any case. B
. A petition signed by 82 people
' been addressed to the
[Minister of Transport express-
ling the need for further filling
(facilities in Bridge.

Mr. Schoefield said that it was
'also‘pmppsed to build shops on
the other side of the estate
access road,

“People can live here, shop
there and fill up with petrol here

gers of Bridge are split in their feelings over a new
ol filling station in the High Street. Some 82 have signed
ition in favour of the filling station. But a further 75§ have
'a petition against it, warning of the traffic hazaz;ds in

Frederick,ﬁ';t"‘
ason) were appealing against |

A
in that in the future, trgmcgum
would be using the broad Bridge e e

_“One of the reasons for Saying ., -

h At Inquir '

‘JPlanning Officer of the K.C.C,

thorities see fit in ﬁi‘

f the village's sceni
apvearance,” he said, ShE

“I would ~rather lose

appeal than put up .a  Allin

station unworthy of t.g\ie village.

Good Design

Lol ot R e Balker, ‘tthvislonal
said he felt Mr. Paine had mada
the best of a bad Jjob. As a petrol
filling station, he had made a
good .design. S 5 .

But the objection of the .0

. The two petitions came into. conflict on Wednesday at the
Bridge-Blean Rural District Council offices, Canterbury,

“ Xt

not open on Saturday afternoons

and Sundays.
.. People Tun out of petrol in
the wil d they do quite

often—and it has to be
from Canterbury.”

At weekends, he said, people
who lived in Bishopsbourne,
Bekesbourne and Patrixbourne
had to go six to eight miles for
Ppetrol. ’

He estimated that by the time
‘the proposed housing develop-

ment was finished, the popula-
tion of Bridge would be
doubled.

The Council proposed to de-

:velop 10 acres of land. Traffic

this site would use the
pplicant’s road, rather than
e, which was very.

from

Ex-Police Sergeant at Bridge;
George H. Pratt, of {

weeken
He was often asked ‘;he

drivers could get petrol and he
had known of many people wh

summer. :

would be more,
said that he was called in t

nal application had
jected.

—and only once, at the conclu-
sion of all this—need they de-
‘bauch on to the main road. This
/is highly desirable from a traffic’
ipoint of view.”
. Chairman  of Bridge Parish
Council,” Mr. Herbert T. Price,
of Linton Cottage, Bridge, said
€ plans had come before his
{Council and it had decided un-
animously  that. this filling
istation was a desirable asset.

theh;' ui:efulness.
“y

lary of having a filling station
that it should be an eyesore,” he
said.

Mr. Nason, of Cotterell Court,
Petham, said that four of the
five cottages on the site; had
been condemned and the vhole

. “It is 8 thing the village needs
‘badlv,” he said .
' “The. village street is vern
V. and motorists canng
Sibawhen. fllling at Me

e
28 7 ; ALY

TATa ]

block would have to come do

is' very awkward for
ople to fill up there—and he istit w

filling station in _the

| village, especially at
|and'in the evenings.

¥ oysess and. 7 .

Wi afceptable.”

run out of petrol in thel*:

village, particgl_arly during the;
4 -

Architect Mr, Robert W. Paine

consider the site after the origi-
been re-

Mr. Paine, an adviser to theI
Civic Trust, said the cottages
which would be demolished were
picturesque — but had outlived| tjes

not a necessary corol-

; ‘urged . ths
was uld be dismissed, ‘
$ fflrdG%bgFe;‘ D. Hewett, of the

and his own personal opinion,

o e

this

was that this point of the village
was not the right place for a
petrol filling station — whoever
the designer might be.

The best use of the site, he
thought, would be for housing,
although he w
Some shops on the site.

“The Minister

i 6uld incredse traffic hazards.
{1 The Kent County Council was
(refusing permission because it
thought a further petrol fillin
station would be harmful
Bridge's appearance and tha

one.
Bridge was  set
designated as one of great land-
scape  value . and which
National = Parks :
would be
an area of outsta
beauty.
It was an attra,
with many High St
included in the Min
Ing and Local Gove
visional list of
special
torical interest.
“In my opinion
of a new Ppetro]
into the heart of
village st

rnment's
buildings

, the intrusion
filling station
this  pleasant

that

ithis "‘p{Lodge Cottage, reet scene cannot fail
‘Jocal traffic will be able to fill up i ‘
jlg;% o pxon Hothe ain,:ajd that there was a demand for |to cause serious harm. to its

“A petrol

appearance,” he said,
fillin ave a very

g station would h
enty efféect op

P ‘r;x-~'frm shops. and
15 not-visually
“Planping permission had been

given to ‘the owner of the other
filling station in the .village to

e roet

He estimated that there Were' demolish Farrington House so
now three times more cars injihst g forecourt could be pro-
Bridge than when he first went| yjjoq This awould improve ' the
there seven years ago—and there

thout. making . such
an impression .on the Jvillage
street picture, as ' would .the
creation- of  an  entirely new
station. R

Bridge was less than Jthree
miles from the centre of
; there  were
» and filling
stations. There were, other facili-
at Barham, and he could see
no real need for an additional
station at Bridge. ¥,

He pointed out.that the Mini-
ster had preyiously dismissed
two appeals for /
mission for ﬂlllng,,sy, ions—one
a half-mile on thé? anterbury
side of the appeal’ site jand
another near the R L{on,vggbh-
lic house. Both were d S{Ss
begause of the traffic objections.
J the appeal

vis_l?pa_;?."ﬁggd En-

as not against ..
of Transport had

shortly designating as/
nding natural

ctive village,i
reet buildings|
ister of Hous-;
pro-!

of |
architectural op his-|

there was no overriding need for t

in ‘an are %

I

}
i

Can- |

planning per- |

route  of
This woul
ready uns
ditions in }il;givt :
e Jtraffic census, i
was | found that'* over
vehicles
pEElean chi 7-
betiods ' this -rose to 6,700.
indicated a need L |
carriageway, -
sent road was’ 3
and grossly overloaded. It was
robably worse: now, v
. The only’inde
: r A WR

_another

ass(sjeagﬁ

nothe
t is
e run
wn. sill
he hea

cCesse
joinin
dsub-standgal‘d‘ width,
8
atisﬂ;’c
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ni a traflic

ravate the gl W
ory traffic con--
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for a three
ereas the
nly 18 feet wide
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“BRIDGE
BY-PASS

FOR OUR SAKE &

YOURS!

FOR ACTION, WRITE:

The Sec., Ministry of Transport,

Southwark St., London, S.E.1

SAFETY FOR BRIDGE !

PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE. ROSEBANK HIGH ST, BRIDGE

18sues | (1 .10 63 ptn hassels .



; Heres how the youngsters of Bridge slowed d

- EVENING STANDARD, MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1963—24

Young ones fight for
' village saiety

The 'Y,oung people of Bridge have taken the lead to get a
by-pass for the village. They are organising a campaign
to bring the dangers of speeding traffic to the notice of

the Minister of Transport

Bridge lies on the busy A2

ndon  to  Dover road, just
south of Canterbury. The half-
timbered houses nestle between
two steep hills,

Cars. coming from and on
their way to the Continental
lerries at Dover pass through
Elgn:;uabﬁe's nzrrow gxﬁgm Street

ere have N many
accidents,

Says 20-year-old Brian Lewis,
organiser of the campaign: * We
Telt it was time we had & say
in the matter. Many of us have

ad near aceidents and we
thought it was time our protest
was heard.

“More and more traffic is

‘passing through the village now |
that nt%e fast M.2 motorway is
open. Our narrow main street
was just not made to carry this
sort of traffic.”

The young people, most of
them teenage members of the
local youth club, have already
held a protest march and
successfully slowed down traffic
while they paraded up and down
the High Street with banners.

They have also organised a

a
etition which was signed by 90
Eer cent of the village's 750
population.
“We plan to have more

marches and protests,”’ says MTr.
Lewis, 3

own traffic in t he village on Sunday—and put folrward their plea for a by-pass. |

Keakidy | Gaqale (R-10/63 —3 tont

SR =
‘Teenagers march ¢
for safer road /

Fifty teenagers marched through “
|{the village of Bridge, on' the
(Canterbury to Dover road yester-i|
|day protesting against the speed!
of traffic. e

Their organiser, 20 -year«old
Brian Lewis, said : “ We want a
by-pass. But 'the WMinistry of)
Transgort won't take any notice
until the corpses are laid out in
front of it.”

- Lam
Daidy EXprey, 410012
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 Otganiser, 20-ye ar-old Brian Lewis, hands round A‘_‘_.Go‘_Slow” .

SL e S S R

leaflets to the marchers. - |
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T EY: _ Young  people,
carrying banners,
marched  through their

home village of Bridge on
Sunday; protesting against
the dangers to villagers
from motorists who pass

through on the A2 ‘to
Dover.

Residents of the rapidly-
growing = village, three

miles east of Canterbury,
are getting more worric |
about traffic speeding
through the narrow, wind-
ing main street,

They feel, as accidents
mount, that the situation
is likely to become chronic.

The remedy? A by-pass.

This will allow the vil-
lage to revert to the quiet
hamlet the heavy beamsg
and narrow lanes charac-
terise,

A petition organised by
the young people in Bridge
a2 short time ago was
signed by almost every
‘householder in the area,

Young vl

|

Bridge
wants a
by-pass

It called on the Ministry
of Transport to provide a
by-pass  or make some
other arrangement for the
safety of the village.

“But we haven’t heard
any more about it,” says
20-year-old Brian Lewis,
who was’ responsible for
Sunday’s march,

He lives at Weston-villas,
which is on a bend . the
centre of the village.

“The M2 motorway has
been brought down as far
as Faversham, so all the
traffic that used to go down
the A20 to Folkestone now
uses the motorway because
two-thirds of the distance
is a dual carriageway.

“That means the volume
of traffic through Bridge

e —— e S

Tl

Over 35 feenagers went on al

protest march through the
village of Bridge on Sunday

afternoon. They carried banners
7 :ﬁ-mf. the speed of

protesting ag
traffic through the village. And
they handed out “go slow” leaflets

‘to the motorists who were forced

to: crawl behind the procession.

kedL, Era iy

& -lo-'63
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agers stage
'dhnger protest march

has  increased ' tremen-
dously.

“And the road through
the village is just not wide
enough to cope, particu-
larly with heavy lorries.

“The danger must have
increased because the
police are always setting
up radar traps here.

“Continental traffie is
inereasing all the " time,
and if the Channel tunnel
is built, more ‘industry will
come down.”

Mr. Lewis could think of
several accidents which
he considers could have
been avoided —lorries
crashing and ears hitting
the walls flanking the main
street,

“One of the people on
the march—John Baker—
was recently hit by a car
when he was walking along
the pavement.

“If nothing is done soon
we are obviously going to
have a serious big aceci-
dent.” i

M:.L ‘:'-‘11\!4\'.'», De-83
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Bridge Traffic Problem

" | street was watched by Mr. John |
Purchesé, who has been i
his own é‘){..f.or a by-pass
for some timg" B

Said Mr. “This is
nothing to th me. The
youngsters d ed to do it

Fsupporting . =

|| father is a Bridge-Blean Rural

| the young people of Bridge had a.

| lage. The sight of a polieceman

'J'
f
J
!

:
JI

!

march organised

Froclaimed the banners
Bridge
and yours,

paig’n”” and “Slow.

The youngsters were mainly
membet{; of Bridge Youth Club,
aged between 13 and 19 — and |
their progress through the main

themselves—and I am delighted.

“Since the M.2 opened, the
situation has worsened. There is
mueh more traffic using this

road.”
The Orzaniser

The protest march was orga-
nised by 20-year-old Brian
of 1 Weston Villas, e

District councillor.
“I thought it was about time

say in the matter” he told the
“Kentish Gazette.” :

“We .want to know what is
happening to make the village.
safer. The Police have done their
best and are still doing every-
thing that they can-to prevent
traffic speeding through the vil-

standing beside the road is often
enough to’'slow down drivers,

“But the Police cannot be on
duty 24 hours a day.”

Mr. Lewis said that there had
been many accidents and near
accidents that had not been re-
ported. Minor accidents were
not recorded by the authorities.
I—Ief had been nearly killed him-
self.

“I have been interested in |
this. problem for * about two
years,” he said. “T have written |
several letters to the Ministry of |
Transport and to newspapers.

“When you have a down and
an up gradient like we do here
in Bridge, you are bound to get
speeding, vehicles.” i

Not Wide Enough

Mr. Lewis said that the A2}
Was carrying considerably more
traffic now that much of the A 20
trafflc was being diverted by the
opening of the M.2. L |

“The road just isn't wide
enough to take the heavy lorries
and ears with which we are con-
fronted.”

Mr. Lewis said

that others in-
volved - in

getting the protest

included Stuart

Dove (17), of Meadow Croft,

Conyngham Lane, John Harris

(18}, cf Regency Cottage, and

?11‘?') own brather, Nigel Lewis
o).

aid.
Ministry

until the |
front of |

“We want a by-pass,™ he s
" But it seems that the
of Transport wen't act
corpses are laid out in
Yhem: gt £ e
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T the week-end, teen-
agers at Bridge
paraded the High Street
with- banners calling
attention to the need for
a by-pass to relieve
traffic conditions in the
village.
Attempts to remedy the

Yot

had already been carried a
stage further by a meeting
between representatives of
the police, highways and
education authorities on the
site.

The meeting, it was re-
ported to the monthly meet-
ing of the local Joint educa-
tion committee, was unable
10 recommend a school

‘#;tm,mnmm the AZ grossing patrolat-the junce

Mlaneangly € 1¢.'63.,

tion of Bourne Park Road,
but suggested a patrol at
what was considered a more
central point, just north of
the Plough and Harrow pub-
lic house.

The meeting resolved that
the authorities concerned be
requested to re-examine the
position in the light of fur-
ther information, Members

expressed their intention of
observing local conditions
for themselves,

The matter” had been
made all the more pressing
by the decision. to cease
conveying some Bishops-
bourne children living with-
in the statutory walking
distance of Bridge Church
of England primary school,




| petrol filling station in its main

| Council’s refusal of planning, per-
] m:ssmn

| Rollison), in .his report to the

J’STATI.N FOR RIDGE

Mmlster S Deuswn f

- Bridge will "not be‘havmg a

street after all. The Minister  of
Housing and Local | Government
has upheld the Kent County |

A public inquiry ‘was held on
October 8, when %.Ilage Proper-
tfies Ltd. appealed against the|
K.C.C’s refusal of planning per-
mission to build a petrol filling |
station at the entrance of the new |
estate, |
The Inspector (Mr, S. H A

Minister, concluded that the sug-
‘gested layout and design of the
filling . s,ta‘hon were good. They |
would not materially harm the |
appearance of Bridge High Street. |

He accepted evidence given by [-&

the appellants that the proposed
station ~could. operate - without
there being too: many. signs and
clutter and that control would 'be |
exercised over this. / -
However, the report goes on,
the trunk road through Brldge
was far too narrow to'cope ade-
quately with present traffic—
much of which was of a com-
mercial nature—and whu:h was
likely to increase. -~
The  Inspector accepted that
there was a growing local need
for a modern petrol filling station
but he considered that this site
was not the proper place for it.
The need did not justify over-
riding ‘the objection to the de-
velopment on traffic grounds.

X

v

The Minister accepled his In-
spector’s recommendations and !
consequently dismissed the ap—

peal

————

L

WHAT
ABOUT
YOU !

A responsible job - see overleaf.

Datuldid R-teqby
—————— e ———————




T the week-end, teen-
agers at Bridge
paraded the High Street
with- banners ecalling
attention to the need for
a by-pass to relieve
iraffic conditions in the
village.
Attempts to remedy thd
 Araflic glangers- on the AZ

had already been carried a
stage further by a meeting
between representatives of
the police, highways and
education authorities on the
site.

The meeting, it was re-
ported to the monthly meet-
ing of the local Joint educa-
tion committee, was unable
o recommend a school

_srossing patrolat-the junc-

Lot Uermongly (8- (g, 632

tion of Bourne Park Road,
but suggested a patrol at
what was considered a more
central point, just north of
the Plough and Harrow pub-
lic house,

The meeting resolved that
the authorities concerned be
requested to re-examine the
position in the light of fur-
ther information, Members

C PROTES

expresse|
observing
for them
The
made all
by the
conveying
bour{lg cl
in  the
distance
of Englai

The Kent Education Comm

opposite. By today Sunday I

NOUG
Despite responsibility for
guard the children

to and from




STATION FOR BRIDGE

F f“l

Mlnlster S Declsmn

- Bridge will not, be !having a The Minister accepted hi¢ TIn-
‘-petrol filling station in its main | spector’s recommendations  and!
| street after all, The Minister of consequently dismissed the ap-
| Housing and Local . Government pea[ - y
has upheld the Ii‘ent County |-  —_—
Council’s refusal of p‘lanning per-
mission. !
A public mqulry was held on
‘| October 8, when. Vxllage Pz‘oper-
' |ties Ltd. appealed ‘against the |
.C.’s refusal of: pla?mng per-
ssion to build a petrol filling
on at the entranca of the new.

WANTED

ittee is advertising the job A man or woman to act as School Crossing Patrol, in
Bridge High St

Y R e e Bridge Hig reet by the Plough and Harrow, to see

the children safely over the road.

HT.

5 fhaes pay, could you Hours: 8.30 — 9.00a.m.

3.40 — 4.00 p.m.
during their way il

Wages: 4/- per hour of service.
School ?

Interested persons should contact

The Headmistress, Mrs. O. I. Knight,
Bridge & Patrixbourne C. E. Primary School,

Patrixbourne Rd., Bridge,

Patubwlid  -aby

e ——— N ——




BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

M.O.T. REF, HGP-14-42-068 ‘Rosebank’, High Street,
oare. 8. 12. 1963 Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485
The Chairman,

The Isle of Thanet Divisional
Labour Party,

42, Hawley Square,

Bargate, Kent.

Dear Sir’

The dangems to motorist and pedestrian alike in
Bridge Eigh Street are common knowledge. There has been g campaign
for some time to reduce the accident potential of this narrow street
carrying more than 6,700 vehicles a day, and the Ministry of Transport
is aware both of the danger and the campaign.

I am writing to your Party, as I am to the other
two main political groups, %o ask if your Committee would be so good
as to formulate a brief (300 words) statement of your intentions in
this matter should your Party be returned to power in the fortheoming
General Election. The statements would be printed in folder form
much as the enclosed example, but without comment from me other than
the explanation on the front that these statements are Bfficial policy
lines of the parties quoted. I anticipate asking for a similar
statement from candidates after nomination papers have been entered.

I should add that one prospective Party candidate
has already agreed to these publications, so I look forward with
interest to receiving your comments. Dead-line for copy is Saturday

January 18th., 1964.
Yours sihcerely,

John rchese;

P.S. Mr. G.S. Cobbett knows of this matter, and has made great

efforts locally to improve the aituation.‘




Canterbury Division Conservative and Unionist Association

Parliamentary Representative : SIR LESLIE THOMAS, M.B.E, T.D., M.P.

President Alderman Mrs. G. R. Hews, C.B.E, Agent and Secretary E. C. F. Brown
Chalrman L. E. Hart, Esq., J.P. 9 H ks Lz
Hon, Treasurers U, H. B, Alexander, Esq. ” aw ne,
E. Parker, Esq., C.B.E,, F.C.A.
Canterbury.
Asst, Hon, Treasurer P. T. C. Wright, Esq.

Telephone : Canterbury 4187
9th December, 1963,

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Thank you for your letter of the 8th December addressed fo
my Chairman in which you ask for a statement from my Association of its
intentions regarding a by-pass for Bridge in the event of the Comservative
party being successful at the next Gemeral Election. At the same time
you enclose a folder in which you commit us to providing such a statement
and I presume that folder has already been distribufed. I really think
I must protest at this method of condumncting your campaign. No Iocal
political Association can detail its party*s intention on a Bridge By-pass.
They are just not in a position to do soe The only person who can give
any authoritative answer is the Minister of Transport of the day and he,
unless such a by-pass is included in his programme for the next. three years,
cannot give any definite promise.

-3

I am sending a copy of your letter, together with the folder,
on to Sir Leslie Thomas who, no doubt, will reply to you direct. I am
also sending a copy of it to the Chairman of my Association.

Yours sincerel*t
j‘ ‘ ‘W' -

/

AGENT & SECRETARY.

J. Purchese, Esq.,
"Rosebank,"

High Street,
BRIDGE,

Nr . Canterbury.




SEREECH A 190D

=3 ol X
S
: D |
L= : L g
™ . v . w
o= 17 %
< I LYW |
~ e . s
-~ 2t N o
111y s
eild
. o3
2 SrypaTr
Al Wl

o e S T e e N T
LU S O COLC LYy

Sir Leslie Thomss,

cm




@

' BRID
Hotel

Luncheons
Dinners

.

DCE BEfh

FOR QUR Sf\?-_h
P\HD YOURS

Brldge annoved w1th
K.E.C. “meanness”

VILLAGERS'at Bridge, near Canterbury — an accident
black spot on the A2 —are annoyed with the Kent,

. Education Committee over
school crossing patrol,

The villages have been cam-
paigning for years for safety
measures, and were relieved
to, hear that the committee

was at last to employ a school
crossing patrol.

But they are upset at the
vy low wages: offered for a

fob . with such responsibilities. |

The committee has put up
notices in two shops in the
village asking for a man or
a woman to act'as a school
crossing patrol. The wages
work out at 3s. 4d. per day.

Scores of children have to
cross the road to school as
mptoriats tear through at up
to 60 m.p.h

There is a. 30 m.p.h, limit,
whio‘n many drivers ignore.

people, children among

gxm Iggva been killed m t.he !

RO B =R G Sl
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a ‘“mean"” scheme for af

...... }

have campa:gned

.

Parents.

for safety measures and for |

a ! by-pass.  The police have |
stepped.up prosecutions for
speeding.

The adverts say that a pat-
rol is wanted from 8.30 a.m.
to 9 am. and from 340 to
4 pm. “Wages 4s. pet hour of
service. Applications to the
headmistress of the village
school,” 0\

Mr. James Smith, road
safety officer ‘to Bridge-Blean
Rural Council, . who . lives in
High Street, Bridge, told a
KENT MESSENGER reporter:
“L think . it's disgusting. It
really is. a wicked business.
The education authorltles
should be ashamed.

—1 myself saw two of the
seven people killed.

For such 'a low salary,
about 3s. 4d. a day, they will
not Zet anyone physically
capable of doing it. It’s not
a job for a pensioner. The
traffic is too quick. No young |
person is going to take the
job on at that salary”, saidJ
Mr. Smith.

A spokesman for the Kent:i
Education Committee at Can-I
terbury. said “Four shillings
per hour is the standard rate |
throughout the county. We. |
pay . them half-pay during"
holidays, and they get 1s. 6d.
per week towards ' laundry
expenses.

ek Mevseged L0163




Road Safety js everyone’

S job:
For action, wrjte:.

The Sec., The Ministry of Transport,

Southwark St SIET

* 1964 will be General Election year. For
benefit a leaflet will shortly appear,
official proposals for Bridge High Str

the Electorate’s
detailing each Party’s

eet road safety.
Conservative, Liberal and Labour statements will appear.

PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE. ROSEBANK HIGH ST. BRIDGE
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T o wish you a happy Christmas

and a peaceful New Year
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Bridge annoyed with
K.E.C. “meanness”
ILLAGERS at Bridge, near Canterbury — an accident

" black spot on the A2 —are annoyed with the Kent
Education Committee over a *“mean” scheme for a

school crossing patrol.

The villages have been cam-
paigning for years for safety
measures, and were relieved
to, hear that the committee
was at last to employ a school
crossing patrol.

" But they are upset at the

vey low wages offered for a ||

{ob with such responsibilities.

The committee has put up
notices in two shops in the
village asking for a man or
a woman to act'as a school

crossing patrol. The wages|'

k out at 3s. 4d. per day.

wosrco}'ea of children have to
cross the’ road to school as
motorists tear through at up
to 60 m.p.h,
There is a 30 m.ph, limit,
many drivers
: children among
o n: [

nore, | .
. should be ashamed.

Parents have campaigned
for safety measures and for
a ! by-pass. The police have |
stepped. .up prosecutions for
speeding.

The adverts say that a pat-
rol is wanted from 830 am.
to 9 am. and from 340 to
4 p.m. “Wages 4s. pet howr of
service. Applications to the
headmistress of the village
school”

Mr, James Smith, road
safety officer 'to Bridge-Blean
Rural Council,. who lives in
High Street, Bridge, told a
KENT MESSENGER reporter:
“L think-it's disgusting, It
really is a wicked business.
The education authorluesj’
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T myself saw two of the
seven people killed.

For such a low salary,
about 3s. 4d. a day, they will
not Eet anyone physically
capable of doing it. It’s not
& job for a pensioner. The
traffic is too quick. No young |
person is going to take the
job on at that salary”, said
Mr. Smith. :

A spokesman for the Kent
Education Committee at Can-
terbury said “Four shillings
per hour is the standard rate
throughout the county. We.
pay them half-pay during
holidays. and they get 1s. 6d.
per week towards laundry
expenses.
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From: Sir ILeslie Thomas, MBE, D, MP,

BHouse of Commons,

Tondon, S.70.1

25Pd December 1963

)6 VAU L;“w /Ohﬁ_wi

———

Pt T x

Mr. Brown has forwarded to me a fetter
you have addressed to the Chairman recardine your
By-Pass campaign and I have noted the postscript
regarding the Parliamentary Question.

In fact I.4id communicate with the
Minister and I 4id

di
i after some time, get a reply.
I was under the impression that this reply had
been forwarded to you but unfortunately neither
my Secretary nor I can 'find any trace:of an
acknowledgement or its despatch. I have
therefore obtained a copy from the Ministry which
I enclose.

Je ~ s
[

J. Purchese, Esg.,
Rosebank,
High Street,

Bridge,
Canterbury.

S




BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

M.O.T. REF, HGP-14-42-068 ‘Rosebank’, High Street,

Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

DATE,

28.12,1963

Sir L. M. Thomas, MBE., TD., MP.,
House of Commons,
London’ SeWel

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter dated 23.12.1963, in
which your reference to the Parliamentary Question concerning Bridge
mentioned that you had been in touch with the Minister. You kindly
erclosed a photostat of the reply in which Mr. G.D. Galbraith listed
five fatalities, nine cases of serious injury and nineteen minor
personal accidents in the period 1.7.1958 to 30.6.1963 in a total of

tweniy incidents. I am much obliged to you for having elicited
this information, and I am sure that the secondary purpose of your

question did not go unnoticed by the Ministry. ke

An interesting comment by a/Ministry spokesman
that may have escaped you is the following passage from a statement
made on October 9th. 1963 at a hearing held by the Bridge-Blean RDC.
concerning a new petrol-filling station in Bridge High Street:-

"Mr. Geoffrey D. Hewett, of the K.C.C.'s Divisional Road Engineer's
Department, said that...in the 1961 traffic census, it was found that

over 6,300 vehicles passed through the village each day - in the peak
periods this rose to 6,700. This indicated a need for a three-line
carriageway, whereas the present road was only 18 feet wide and grossly
overloaded. It was probably worse now." (Kentish Gagzette report:11.11.'63)

Mire G.D. Hewett is a member of the Ministry Group
who have assured me over the past two years that Bridge is not dangerous.

Yours sincerely,




M.O.T. REF. HGP-14-42-068

DATE. 28,12.1963

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

‘Rosebank’, High Street,
Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485

Agent & Secretary,

Canterbury Division Conservative
and Unionist Association,

9, Hawks Lane,

Canterbury.

Dear Mr. Brown,
Thank you for your letter of the 9th. December.
I delayed my reply until I had heard from Sir Leslie Thomas in case any
point made in his letter should affect the issue.

I note that you forwarded a copy of my previous
letter to the Chairman of your Association. Should you need a further
copy of the leaflet enclosed with my letter I should be pleased to let

FON BERUEL S I should explain that in that letter I was not
asking your Association to detail its intention about a By-Pass for
Bridge, but possibly to detail its suggestions for the reduction of the
accident potential of this narrow street. This is a local issue,
and one I feel well within the competence of a Divisional Association.

Possibly this explanation will assist; coupled
with my assurance that I am approaching your Association in the same way
as I have, for example, asked the Road Transport Commercial District
Officer of the Transport and General Workers Union to publicise to his
members the dangers of bringing heavy goods carrying vehicles into the
village both for the general good and for his members safety.

I am sure that you would agree after the
appalling road casualty figures over the Christmas Holiday period that
anything that can be done, or anyone that can be harnessed to reduce this

toll serves a public need.
I am grateful to Sir Leslie Thomas for having

pursued his question to the Minister, and I look forward with interest

to hearing your further comments. One Party has already supplied copy
for my leaflet, a second Party is preparing it; I am sure you consider

this local issue worth while.

Yours sincerely,

John cheae..
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M.O.T. REF, HGP-14-42-068

DATE,

BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

‘Rosebank’, High Street,

Bridge, Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485
28.12.1963 ¢ 2 S

The Secretary,

The Ministry of Transport,
Southwark Street,

Lond.on, S.E.1

- for circulation to:-

G DaVi.B, Eﬂq_o,

L. Durrﬂnt, EBq.,

F. Samuel, an.’

R, Pearson, Esq.,

and G.D. Hewett, Esq of the

Divisional Road Engineer's Dept. ref: RDL/34/6T71.

Gentlemen,

I would like to thank Mr. R.A. Pearson
for acknowleging my last letter, and for pointing out that the Minister
had received a letter from Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P., to which a reply
was shortly anticipated, and that reply would doubtless reach me through
the good offices of Sir Leslie. I received the reply yesterday, and
would like to thank the Minister through the appropriate chain of
command for supplying the valuable statisties regarding road accidents
in Bridge over the past five year period.

I have noticed with interest that one of
the Ministry Group, Mr. G.D. Hewett, was quoted as saying "In the 1961
traffic ceneus, it was found that over 6,300 vehicles passed through
the village each day -~ in the peak periods this rose to 6,700. This
indicated the need for a three-line carriageway, whereas the present
road was only 18 feet wide and grossly overloaded. It was probably
worse now." ("Kentish Gagette", 11.11.1963 An Inquiry over a new
petrol filling station in Bridge High Street.)

I would imagine this report to be accurate.
Possibly the Group will examine the words "grossly overloaded" and
"probably worse now" with care, and apply itself a little longer to the
interim problem and favour me with some constructive suggestions.
I shall quite understand if comment is delayed until due consideration
has been given the points raised, but I would point out thap events have
a way of outstripping preparedness. Yours faithfully,

Enc. A new pamphlet. John Purchese.




| villagers’ fight to secure

{in the campaign to make Bridge |

| Street is not a small loecal issue,

- VILLAGERS FIGHT
FOR A BY-PASS

willing to take an active interest

safer by taking part in protest
marches and other activities. .
With the posteard goes a leaf-
let -setting out the views of
three political parties on the
sefety of Bridge.

Says Sir Leslie Thomas, Con-
servative M.P. for Canterbury:

“The problem of the density
of treffic using Bridge High

it is part and parcel of the need

to bring the whole of the Lon-

don to ?over road to motorway
s,

stendar

“The opening of M.2. and of
the Dartford-Purfleet Tunnel
hss meent that on even greater
volume of. treffic is now using
this roed. The Ministry of Trans- |
port has plans for a limited by-
pass running from the junction
of M.2/A2 at' Brenley “Corner,
cutting through South Canter-
bury and by-passing Bridge on

| g

the northern side of the village.

“This would alleviate the prob-
em of traffic in the village High
treet, but would serjously

al and horticultural holdings.
e Ministry are also consider-
a wider by-pass of Canter-
v which would join with A.2
er Lydden. Both these

Minister of Transport is
\psent trying to reach a de-
with the French Govern-
/on a Channel Tunnel, Once
juestion is resolved he can
the future roed priori-
We believe that whatever
idecision may be it will still

essary to extend M.2 to

The Politicians’ Views

| PPEOPLE willing to take part in protest marches are bein

P recruited in Bridge. Th];s is the latest step forward in thg
2 a by-pass for their village,

This week bundreds of leaflets and pre-paid gosncards will

be delivered to Bridge people. The postcard asks if they are

Liberal
The Liberal comment comes
from Mr. J. H. Stewert, chair-

man of the Canterbury Division
Liberal Association, who says;

deny that a tiny wvillage sitting
astride the main artery to the
Continent is a 19th Century ana-
chronism. Couple this with its
geographical situation in the
trough between two hills with
vehicular traffic in either direc-
tion accelerating through its
narrow . street in order to gain

the opposite side, and it is
obvious that the by-pass is not
so much a question of ‘if’ as
‘when.’ :

“What concerns us most is
whether a simple ‘ring' by-pass
round Bridge will solve :the
fundamental problem. If Bridge
is throttling the route to the
Continent, then what is Canter-
bury itself doing? We are
strongly in favour of extending
the M.2 south of Bridge as soon
as possible. - :

“Transport problems of this
nature, of course, must be
viewed against the entire
national picture, so ~that the
funds available cen be zllocated
in the correct order of priorities,
but we Liberals here in the Can-
terbury Division would press for
the highest degree of priority to
be given to this project.

“Quite apart from the gues-
tion of the safety of the people
of Bridge, it is clearly in the
national interest that communi-
cation between this country and
Europe should be as free and as
unimpeded as modern technology

can make it."

Labour 2es
he Labour point is pu y
CI;I;-. ?Eeorge Cobbett, prospective
Parlla.mentaéy candidate for the
Canterbury Constituency:

“No one in his senses could |

momentum to climb the hill on

weTSh gzere 34 by

T p __4—_1‘*, 0 g
“ Like many other people near

here, we are. concerned about
ro~d sa2fety in Bridge. The High
Street is vart of the busy Dover
Rond and carries a considerable
volume of fast moving traffic
quite unsuited to the village, In
recent yeasrs there hove been a
number of serious accidents in
which local People hove been
killed or injured, end others in
which vehicles heove crashed
into buildings along the road..

“The situation is bound to be-
come more dengerous
(because of the completion of
parts of the M .2 motorway from
London. This will certainly in-
crease the traffic through Bridge,
while the new housine develop-
ment there means’ that more
people, and particularly children,
will be exposed th the danger.

Eventually Built } i
“No doubt -a by-pass- round

|| Bridge will be built eventually,

but this may nof be for several
years. Until then, more must be
done to reduce the ‘speed and
danger of  traffic in  the High
Street. We know that the vigor-
ous efforts of many residents
have already achieved improve-
ments, But more still needs -to
be done, and I wish them further
success. : -

“We are glad that it has been
possible to set up the children’s
crossing patrol, to safeguard the
children - goingz to Bridge Pri-
mary School. We also hope that
there will soon be a safe foot-
path into Bridge from the
Bishopsbourne Road. We are all
pressing, of course, for the pave-
ment along the Patrixbourne
Road to the new recrestion
ground., We will go on hammer-
ingﬁ a};e}yja problem until Bridge
s safe. .

e ———
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Cars roar through t 1is
ccide q{;q‘.*. black-spot ,!};h
leir way to the Channel
orts, often at speeds up
60 m.p.h. The limit in
e village is 30 m.p.h, ¥
The first of 500 yellow leaf-
ts_ went out with BRIDGE]
 the title, below it a' pics
re‘of an aceident in the
llage; ' and = under . that
e words MEANS DANGER!
The leaflet says ‘1964 is
eneral Election Year, For
e electorate’s’ benefit this
aflet  details each party’s
ficial proposals for Bridge
gh Street road safety.”
With the leaflets went re-
y: posteards on which people
uld indicate whether they
uld help in the campaign
get a by-pass for Bridge.

QUESTION
People were asked on the
rds if they would take an
tive role—walking in pro-
st marches, etc:

Sir" Leslie Thomas, the|

mservative M.P. for Can-
rbury, said “The Ministry
" Transport has plans for
limited by-pass running
om - the junction of the M2/
. at Brenley Corner, cutting
rough South Canterbury
d by-passing Bridge on the
rthern side of the. village,
“The Minister is at present
ying  to reach a decision
th the French Government
- a Channel Tunnel, Once
at question is resolved he
n decide the future road
jorities. &
‘We believe that 'whatever

at decision may be it will |

11 be necessary to extend
2 touDover, and shall con-
e to press for this to be
ne as quickly as possible.”

IN FAVOUR
Mr, J, H, Stewart, chair-
an, ' Canterbury  Liberal
sociation, said ‘No one in
, senses, could deny that a
y village sitting astride the
in aftery ‘to the Continent
a 19th Century anachron-
1, . . We are strongly in

‘Residents unite

gy

351 ;
Tt i >

in dema dlng
pass for Bridge

HE _bﬁt!:_,lg to keep death off the road in the High
- Street of old-world Bridge, near Canterbury, was
iken a step closer to the people on Monday.

™
1

Mr. G. 'S Cobbett; prospec-
tive  Socialist -candidate - for
the Canterbury division, said
“In recent. years -fhere have
been a number of serious
accidents’ in - which  .local
people. have been killed or

injured,” and ‘others in which

vehicles : have - crashed . into
buildings along the road. No

doubt a by-pass round Bridge |

will ‘be built eventually,: but
this may not be for several
years. Until then, more must
be done to reduce the speed
and danger -of traffic. in the
High Street, We will go on
hammering at this problem
until Bridge is safe.” ;
The leaflet is published and
printed by John Purchess, of
Rosebank; | High Street,
Bridge, whose wife Ann told
a KENT MESSENGER re-
porter this week “We have
the youth¥'of the village be-
hind us. There -are about 20
active youngsters we could
call on at any time to help.
“The problem is:teally very
senious. Traffic .is’ ‘going on
hurtling through.” =~

g\é;r:rr Mecécmm Ti-1- 1qby .

¥ P, ey S
Problem Of
The A2- ~

Improvements
Urged '

It is “completely stupid” to
g0 on waiting for a national
agreement on the Channel
Tunnel before dgreging to start
Eimnmvememts‘- the A2 between
.gavz?hm tfﬁnterbury. Cll:’.
L), A members
Bridge - Bl _Rural District
Council on Wednesday.

'He urged the Council to press
for a starting date for these
improvements which, he said,
ought to include a by-pass for
Bm}ﬁ' Rabterry seuplc toe |

“ It is utterly stupid to end the
M2 at Faversham and leave the
other roads leading throu
the ports of Kent,” he’ T
is completely stupid to g0 on
waiting for a national agree-
ment of the Channel Tunnel—we
shall never get road safety at
Bridge.

“There is talk of Waesten-
hanger being chosen as the site
‘for the Channel Tunnel entrance
—and that would not affect such
villages as Boughton, Bridge
and Lydden at all. |

£ Traffic Increasing

. “And it must be remembered
that the traffic passing through
Dover is increasing all the time.
It is the busiest passenger port
in the country. K
“This Council should urge for
action more than they are doing
at the moment.”

In full agreement was Clir.
J. H. Reid, of Sturry, who said
that the A2 from the end of the
M.2 down to Dover was “terrible
and accident-prone.” ;
He said, * We should press as
hard as we can for a starting
date for this work.”

Mr. . G. Chittenden, the

Divisional Highways Surveyor,
also agreed, saying that the in-
creased heavy traffic was des-
troying the surface of the A.2 in
places.
“I only hope the Minister of
Transport will soon decide which
route will be taken, so that the
work can be proceeded with,” he
said. ’

Kersp 14l Wﬁ‘fé Z\th




blackest danger-spots in Kent.

_ “The main road is 18ft. wide
in places and, threc years ago
was coping with 6,700 vehicles a

'|day during the peak period.

“Bince the new motorway has
been opened more and more drivers
are choosing this route to the
coast and, this summer, Bridge will
be a yeritable death-trap.”

_ Mr. Lewis, a former Dover College

rboy, says expects most of the
n ont to swell the |
LS

arch, |
Residents of m; Old People’s |

- Home in the v ~centre take -
~their lives in thelr hands every
| time they venture out.

| “The actual plans for the march are a closely
at the moment , . . but we are adopting shock tactics,” says 20-year-
old Mr. Brian Lewis, one of the leaders of the action group.

The main road is 18

i
r i

LA n

;ide_;inp)_.a.‘g_es and three '
ears ago was coping with
6,700 wviehicles a diy e ’

ORE than ﬁ&y young residents of Bridge are planning an Easter
protest march. They are calling
to provide a by-pass round Bridge which, they

on the Ministry of Transport
claim, is one of the

guarded secret

the main road.
“We have had five fatal accl-

dents in Bridge in recent years and
we feel we are justified in demand-
ing action,” declares M. Lewis.
Chief organiser of the protest
group is 37-year-old Mr. John Pur-
chese and among active supporters
are + Stuart Dove (17), John Harris
(18), Chris Holden (16), John
Baker (18) and Nigel Lewis (17).°

All was peaceful and quiet in Bridge when this picture was taken. But
behind every door there is the fear of the Easter traffic rush.

Teenagers Of Bridge Plan
“ Big Protest March

=

LIVE IN BRIDGE

= ITH vehicular traffic in

either direction accelerat-
ing through its narrow street’
in order to gain momentum to
climb the hill on the opposite
side, it is obyvious that the
by-pass is not so much.a ques-
tion of ‘if’ as ‘when’” —
J. H. Stewart, Chairman, Can-
terbury Liberal Association.

* * *

“The problem of the density
of traffic using Bridge High
Street is not a small local issue”
—Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P, for
‘Canterbury,

* * *

“The situation is bound to
become more dangerous = be-
cause of the completion of parts
of the M.2” — G, S,, Cobbett,
Prospective Labour Candidate
for Canterbury, A
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Bulletin No. 1, 1st March, 1964.
THE PBRIDGE BY - PASS  CAMPAIGH.

Organiger: John Purchese, "Rosebank", High Street, Bridge. (Bridge 485).
Campaign Sec: Brian A. lewis, 1 Weston Villas, High Street, Eridge (Bridge 254).

Dear Supporter,

Thank you for your interest in the campaign to improve the gafsty of Bridze
High Street. At the time of writing this first bulletin,—ﬂ%ﬁg%f—lCC people
have shown interest and support for the movement.

The Government has approved a Channel Tunnel in principle, but this will
not solve the traffic problem at Bridgze at all. In fact it means that there
will be an enormous increase in Continental traffic during the next few years
until the Tunnel opens. The Govermment says that the construction of the
Tunnel will take at least seven years from the start of the plan being put into
operation. In the meantime what happens to Eridge?

The A20, with a feeder Motorway from the M2 will eertainly absorb a great
deal of heavy traffic from London and the Horth, but the Port Authorities in
Dover will naturally compete for trade, and an increasing movement of traffic
will be felt on the Dover road, especially up to the time of the opening of the
Channel Tunnel.

It is clear from letters received from the Ministry since the Channel
Tunnel decision that the Ministry is now sitting back blithely and intending to
ignore Bridge. However, an immediate start should be made to improve the road
conditions, and this the Ministry must learn.

A great many of you have offered to take part in demonstrations and we
have planned one for Easter Sunday, 29th March, 1964 at 3.0 p.m. It will take
approximately one hour to complete. So that the campaign receives the maximum
publicity we intend to include in the procession a smashed motor-car on a trailer
and other items to suggest the dangers of the road. Now, these additions and all
such 'gimmicks' are unfortunately necessary if the press and television are to
notice and report such demonstrations. Nobody demonstrates just for the fun of it.
In this case, it is the safety of our children and elderly folk that is at stake.

Full details of the demonstration will be posted to you in due course.
Please try to keep that afterncon free. Tt has been chosen carefully to have the
maximum impact on holiday traffic, and at a time when you may well be free during
the weeckond.

Unfortunately, no campaign can run for long without some degree of financial

support to cover the inevitable cost. We would like to thank most sincerely all
those who have contributed recently.

Yours faithfully,

Brian A. Lewis, John Purchese.
# STOP PRESS ! There was another traffic incident yesterday
in Bridge involving an elderly person.
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o | Tﬁe ‘Death-Trap”’
':Wlage Says: We
| . Want By-Pass

BRI&E. an anckle_
Dover and Can
on Easter Sunday.
+ Nearly 100 vill
. In the march
‘l h 3 trunk road.-

village straddling the A2 betﬁreen
ury, is planning a protest march

agers have volunteered to take part
up and down this section of the busy
which carries hundreds of cars to the cross-

Channel ferries at Dover.

The reason for their‘protest?
They want the vilage by-passed.
In recent years, there have
been numerous road accidents
and five people have been
killed.

The man behind the big
march is 20-year-old Mr. Brian

Lewis. # oy
s@ ; opd is
¥ in places and“three
years 8g0 was coping with
6,700 vehicles & day. This part
of the A2 was only built to
cope with horse traffic.

CHILDREN %%
Play Peril - 3

“But now that the motor-
way between Strood and Bren-
ley Corner has opened more
and more drivers are choosing

route to -the cross-
Channel ferries at Dover:
Bridge is becoming.a death-
trap.

“Residents of an old folk’s
home in the village take their
lives in their hands every time
they venture out. Villagers are
afraid to letitheir children out

to play,” said’ Mr. Lewis,
In addifion to ban sthe
organisers plan to use ¥ pses

and vehicles, each g a
special protest message for the
Transport Mindster, s

Mr. John Purchase, who
started a campaign for a by-
pass two years ago, after the

dent outside his High Street
house which ended fatally,
told a KENT MESSENGER
reporter:

“We are going to lay on a
surprise, and we have. 200
backers in the village. We
have the approval of the
(élergy for what we intend to

0. ’ .

In October, 1963, the youth
of Bridge staged a protest
march which bottled up- traffic
for a good half-hour.

stration—on Easter Sunday,
March 29th—follows further
abortive attempts to get the
Minister of Transport  to
move in the matter, said Mr.
Purchase. ex oM ;
“An official quote from’ the
Ministry itself gives an aver-

year in a period of. five.years,
{1 1958-63, nearly two seriously
{|Injured, and nearly four cases
of slight:injury. T
'Kent County Council census

6300 vehicles passed through
Bridge in a "day—at peak
times this rose’'to 6,700. Since
then, with the opening of the

M2, the situation is said to
have worsened.

Meanwhile, the ‘local road
safely “officer stdtes that
Bridge has béen promised a
« by-pass-for years. R

But, despite correspondence
with the " Ministry, together
with Mr. Purchase’s warning

fatality, he will place  his
posal, little more has heen
done than to put down a
dotted white line and splash
kerbs with white paint!

Mr, Purchase, who among
other things issues pamphlets,

T ——

a periodic campaign bulletin,
says the three political parties
have been approached in view
of a General Election.

It remains to be seen what

he has thought up for March

29th!

sl ML

experience of seeing an acci- |

The forthcomings demon- t

age of one person killed each |!

figures show that in 1961 over |

that, in the event of another |

dossier at the coroner’s dis-|

SECRET SHOCK
PLANS FOR
ROAD SAFETY

is a closely guarded secret what fclig)@_a demonstra-

tion will be taking tq draw attention to the traffic|
hazards of Bridge High Street, on the Dover - Canter- |
bury road (the Roman Watling Street). e

| KENT Messendien t,‘".'w'-mbq,l

leaflets, and cards, as well as |

old Brian Lewis, who organised
a similar protest last year.

“This year we propose to use |
shock tactics,” he said. “Vehicles.
as well as pedestrians will take
part in the march and these will
help point to the dangers with
which villagers find themselves |/
faced. ; ;
‘“The situation has really|
worsened in the village,” Mr. |
Lewis said,
traffic is using the A.2 to get to
Dover
opened.

T TR

accidents in the :village 'in‘

recent years and we feel we ?;re

justified in demanding action.
__KEWT pefend

q'-?.'_ith_ i

PROTEST

MARCH |

The battle for a by-pass at

Bridge - takes another step|
forward on
About 60 villagers — many of
| {them young people—are to stage
a protest march through the vil- |
lage where the A2 narrows-.tg
18 feet.

Easter

Behind the march is 20-year-

“More and more
sinece the  motorway

“There hﬁve been five fatal

Sunday. |

BRIDGE PLANS

R == R s AT ORI

T v —r——
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The Secretary,

The Ministry of Transport,
St. Christopher House,
Southwark Street,

London, S.E.1l

e A N g I

W or Y

o

e ‘H?L-‘Wiﬂéq.i”\“ T

N i

Dear Sir,

' A public meeting is being held on Saturday
April 4th., 1964, at 2.30p.m. in the Village Hall, Bridge, organised
by the Bridge By-Pass Campaign. In the chair will be the Road
Safety Officer of the district. Invited to speak at the meeting
will be the Candidmptes for the 1964 Parliamentary Election from
the Conservative, Liberal and Labour Associations for the Canterbury
Division. ¥

17 "". It is sincerely hoped that the Ministry
will be able toyirrange for one of the officers who knows something |
of the road coAditions through the village, and the proposed plans
to deal with&ﬁhe conditions, to be present at this meeting.

It gives the/Minis¥ry an ideal opporiunity to put its case, and since
the Press his taken a lively interest in this proposed meeting it
could ensure tb' widest possible reporting of the position as the
Ministry sees itw There is exactly a month before the meeting, so

I sincerely tpust that the Ministry will find itself in a position
to accept the invitation to speak. The Agenda is:-

1. Welcome to the supporters of the Campaign and public.

,2. Brief statement by the Campaign organisers.

3. Brief statements by the three political representatives.

4. Statement by the representative of the Ministry.

5. Questions from the fl10¥an arrange transport from London and

-'.:f.l \
/;ugah for your rqprasontatiyo. Yours faithfullf,
{ i1 \ —

i x )



Canterbury Division Conservative and Unionist Association

Parliamentary Representative: SIR LESLIE THOMAS, M.B.E, T.D., M.P,

President Alderman Mrs. G. R. Hews, CB.E. Agent and Secretary E. C. F, Brown
| Chairman L. E Hart, Esq., J.P.
ii Hon. Treasurers U, H. B. Alexander, Esq. 9, Hawks Lane,

E. Parker, Esq., C.B.E,, F.C.A,
Canterbury.
Asst. Hon. Treasurer P. T. C. Wright, Esq.

Telephone : Canterbury 4187

6th March, 1964.

| Dear Mr. Purchese,

fi Your letter regarding your meeting on the
| 4th April has been forwarded to Sir Leslie Thomas to

| see if he is able to attend it. I would point out
that in addition to Bridge there are 24 other villages
in the constituency as well as 3 towns amd it is quite
impossible for him to accept all the engagements he is
offered, particularly when he is not previously
consulted as to the date.

Yours sincenely,

—

AGENT & SECRETARY.

be b hom thass o Jbday Mevnls §,

J. Purclese, Esq.,
"Rosebank,"
High Street,

| BRIDGE,
= Nr. Canterbury.




Canterbury Division Conservative and Uniomist Association

Parliamentary Representative : SIR LESLIE THOMAS, M.B.E, T.D., M.P.

President Alderman Mrs. G, R. Hews, CB.E. Agent and Secretary E. C. F. Brown
Chairman L. E. Hart, Esq., J.P.
Hon, Treasurers U. H. B. Alexander, Esq. 9’ HZIW’(S Lane'
E. Parker, Esq., C.B.E., F.C.A.
; Canterbury.
Asst, Hon, Treasurer P. T. C. Wright, Esq.

Telephone : Canterbury 64187

13th March, 1964.

Dear Mr, Purchese,

You will have heard from Sir Leslie Thomas
that he is not coming to your meeting on the 4th April.
I have arranged for Mr. AJ. Ross, the Courity Councillor
in the Bridge Blean area, to be present. He will be
prepared to deal with the subject on a factual basis. I
would have thought it better to keep politics out of this
subject; it is purely administration.

Yours sincerely,)

A LN\v"-
—

AGENT & SECRETARY.

J. Purchese, Esq.,
"Rosebank,"
High Street,

BRIDGE ,
Nr . Canterburye.




Bousge of Commons,

Tondon, &.70.1

Oth March 1964

o

Thank you for your letter of 4th March
ich mv e 18Ss C rded 0 me.
| - S gyt - ok ¥ ol T e
I SOrTry 15 111 nmot be possible
i ne to tend e meetin 7ou have arraneed

commltted on



9
1.engham park FParm,
Pishepsbourns=,

j Canterbury.
- 7.7.64,

2 Desr Mr,Purchess,
F : Thank you for your latter and for fha
- invitation te come th the mesting you are holding at Pridge

Village Hall on 4th April. I should certainly like te coms

to this,

) I thought your pamphlets wers very good indsed,
Please excuse me for not thanking for them a2+ tha +ime,but a=
we had already discussed it se much, I knaw yeu would

= understand,

Our next Resd Safaty meeting is on Thursday
2nd April. I hepe to hear what Mr,Chittenden's »iins sre feor
the Pavement between Cartref and Beurne Park turning, T will
probably alse ask what pregress is being made teo imrreve thae
exit ente A2 frem Unien Lane,which is generally 2dmittad to be
unsatisfactery.

I would be glad if you ceuld briaf me about

recent develepments and alse en any matters which wea might usefully

e

Press at thiis juncture. You may ef course prafar te get in touch
with your ewn parish represantative,Mr.Prics,whe is I beslieve alse

a member of the Read Safety Cemmittee,

Yours sincerely,

| (O Ciow

(Geergs Cobbett)




, The Agent & Secretary,

% The Conservative Association,
9, Hawk lane,

Canterbury.

, Dear lr. Brown,

Thank you for your letters dated March 6th. and

Although naturally disappointed that Sir Leslie
: Thomas would be unable to be present at the meeting on April 4th., I was

very pleased to hear that MEr. A.J. Ross had kindly consented to be
I Present.
[

13th., 1964.

I noted both your comments as to the size of
Sir Leslie's constituency and the thought that you felt that road safety
at Bridge was not a political subject.

Administration, I understood, is the responsibility
of Government - so, to invite the three men (one of whom will Trepresent
Bridge's interests in Parliament at the end of 1964) seemed to me to be

eminently suitable. I am sorry you disagree. I note that you now
shut on Saturdays.

-4 Yours faithfully,

Johni Purchese.
i
¥
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THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN Press Bulletin

Organiser: John Purchese, ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge. Tel. Bridge 435.
Campaign Sec.: Brian A. Lewis, 1, Weston Villas, High St., Bridge. Tel. Bridge 254.

PRESS INFORMATION

Not for release until Sun. March 29th. at 3.opm.

THE MIN. TWINS

Renlisés
Db e S a— ——
Tt Stage SO
e Y, g " ":; Tl == S - e
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THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN Bulletin No. 2

Organiser: John Purchese, ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge. Tel. Bridge 485.
Campaign Sec.: Brian A. Lewis, 1, Weston Villas, High St., Bridge. Tel. Bridge 254.

15th March, 1964.
Dear Supporter,

The Protest March against the traffic dangers in Bridge High Street
will be on Easter Sunday, 29th March, 1964 as mentioned in our previous
bulletin. The meeting place will be the lay-by a short distance up
the hill towards Canterbury, at a quarter to three in the afternoon.

The March starts at 3.0 p.m. prompt.

The Police say that they will attend with cars and Officers on foot
to ensure safety for the marchers, so please do not hesitate on the
grounds of safety to bring children if you wish - even in prams! The
route for the march is down through the village to St. Peter's Church,
turning off into the road to Bishopsbourne; reforming and returning up
the other side of the High Street to the lay-by for dispersal. Eight
people will be responsible for carrying banners and slogans, and six will
distribute leaflets; but these duties will have been arranged in advance.

Please bring at least one friend with you for the walk, and encourage
all you can to watch the march from the pavements. This is a serious
demonstration, and the press are taking a lively interest in it, so please
support it as far as you can.

A week after the march there will be a public meeting in the Village
Hall, Bridge, on Saturday 4th April, 1964 at 2,30 p.m. Speakers invited
include & Representative from the Ministry of Transport, and the three
Candidates for the Canterbury Division in the General Election, Sir Leslie
Thomas, M.P., Mr. Ted Moss and Mr. George Cobbett. The Chair will be
taken by the Road Safety Officer for Bridge, Mr. J. D. Smith and the agenda
will include statements from the Campaign Organiser, the three
Parlismentary Cendidates and the Ministry Representative. Questions will
be invited, so please come armed to the teeth with good questions !

This Bulletin sees the appearance of the Min. Twins, who will have
a pertinent comment each time they appear.

Thank you for your support.

THE MIN. TWINS

Yours faithfully,

Brian A. Lewis,

John Purchese.

statistics prove anythmg but the need
for delay!’



§t. Christopher House, Southwark Street, S.E.1.

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
DIVISIONAL ROAD ENGINEER
METROPOLITAN DIVISION :
el
e

TELEPHONE: ABBE¥ 3362 Waterloo 7999
Ext. 2342.

25th March, 196k.

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of L4th March inviting an
officer of this Ministry to a meeting at Bridge.

For long established reasons which I am sure you will
readily appreciate, it is not the practice for Ministry
officials to attend the kind of public meefing you have in
mind. I am afraid, therefore, that I must decline your
kind invitation to attend or be represented on the L4ith
April. Meanwhile, I understand that the ¥inister is
hoping shortly to write again to Sir Leslie Thomas.

: Yours faithfully,

V. Q.8 dexew

Divisional Road Engineer

J. Purchese, Esq.,
"Rosebank",

High Street,
BRIDGE,

7 Canterbury,

Kent.
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1y 1004 1.4V, Day By Day - Regional News. i

Wednesday 25th Narc

Newscaster:-

T™hH

the people who live in the village of Rridge, Nr. Canterbury,
are staging a protest march on Sundav. Thev are protesting against
the accident rate on the A.2. which runs throuch the village.

b Al . PR o
Ewen MeNaughton reports:-

; "Built for horses, this is the A.2..Today, the road which runs
40 and from the continent. It is used by nearly 7,000 vehicles a day
in! summer rushinc to the boats at Dover, and here at Bridee the A.2,
becomes a death trap. Traffic races down one hill into the village,
and rushes up another hill out of it. 8 people have died, and 47 have
L8

been injured in accidents here in the last 5 vears. Something had to
I be done. Iaybe the initiative of 10 year old Susan Scarisbrick is that
3l something, for she wrote a letter to the Ministry of Transport.
T

susan, why did vou write to the nistry of

o)

i Transport?"t Well, T
thoucght that because there had been so many accidents on the road,
i

that if a child wrote up to the lMinistry of Transport perhaps they

would take more notice' "Dig they reply to you?" 'Yes they did; they
said that they mizsht build a road round Bridge.!

"Another yvoung villacer who is trying to organise official
‘ action is 20 year old Brian Lewis. He has organised g protest march
L for Easter Sunday. Whv did you organise this march?" 'ﬁecause T was
nearly killed myself one 43 into my car, and also

m day when I was cettinc
I%3 r of 2 o5

I ¥know of = gir OW many people are
150.1 "Have vou been

-

killed down here.' "H

1 ]
g0ineg to be on the march?" 'Between 100 ang
fighting for some time for = new road?" 'Yes, for Very nearly 3‘years
‘? now I have been writine to th Ministry and of course to the l;cal
3 press.!




WHY
- DO WE
- MARCH ?

8 DEAD IN THE LAST
FIVE YEARS'!
[l We believe BRIDGE HIGH ST.
is dangerous. It must be BY-
PASSED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!
B Meanwhile we urge the Min-
istry of Transport to slow down

the traffic!

j accidents on the road through

PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE., ROSEBANK HIGH ST. BRIDGE

PROTEST BY ‘HEARSES’

With mock hearses and coffins,
150 villagers of Bridge, which
straddles the A 2 between Canter-
bury and Dover, marched through
the village yesterday to back their
demand for a by-pass, In the past
five years eight people have died
and 50 have been injured on the
main road.

bat  Tévéa®aPn  To- 2. doy

| Villagers
march in
protest

About 150 villagers in Bridge,
a village on the A2 between
Canterbury and Dover, used
coffins, horses and hearses during
{a march yesterday to delay
| traffic and draw attention to their
demand for a by-pass round the
village.

The villagers say that in the
past five years eight people have
been killed and 50 injured in |

the village. An estimated 600
vehicles were said to be passing
through the village hourly.

Mr Ted Moss, the prospective
Liberal parliamentary candidate,
for Canterbury, pushed his one-
year-old baby in a pram. Mr
George Cobbett, Labour’s pros-
pective eandidate, also took part,
but Sir Leslie Thomas, the Con-
servative MP for Canterbury, was
not represented.

LR DA 303 mby

|

. F—p

1

Dead slow road |
A procession "6f 100 teenagers!i
|escorting a coffin, a lorry carryingl,
a wrecked vehicle, and a vintagel,
lcar caused traffic. jams vesterdayi
on the London to Dover roadiat)|
Bridge, near Canterbury. It twas
in protest agama:_@lay h:p{b.slld- A

ing a by-pass.
-—— - -

bacwy ExPRess  To.3 qb9
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Villasc:satBndge, on the A 2 betwwnl)over andCanterbury, cakmg part in

a protest yesterday because they want the village by-passed. They claim
thatthxsmnonofthemadwasonlybuﬂttocopcmthhotsetraﬂ&cand:s
now used by too many vehicles.

THE TIMES  -31960

) the need to
1t is because of théss the Minis-

4 agricultura.l land in Kent.

1 its right perspec

; 1ateat “ Black | Spot. Record ! for
‘| the county ‘indicating . where

‘|dents ere cccurring. It is'in the

BE JUST AND FEAR No‘i"'*

|EDITORIAL VIEW

Public Opmmn

Does Matter!

WHAT a pity it is that the |

Mlnistw of Transport .
has said “no” to an invita-
tion to be represented at an |
all-village all-party road |
safety meeting to be held at |
Bridge tomorrow to further
the claims for a by passing
of A2 traffic.

For a long time, the
campaigners have been try-
ing to wrestle with the:
Ministry, but have not been
able to come to grips. This
failure  is indicative of
officialdom’s  shortsighted-
ness in not heeding the eries
of people who live on the
spot, and who claim that
the accident roll over five |
years should be sufficient
evidence to produce effective
action,

The determined villagers

staged a macabre demon-
stration on Easter Sunday.
Presumably the coffin was
intended to be in keeping
with the latest official road
safety posters.

Nevertheless, accounts of
the procession showed that
there was traffic chaos. As
the campaigners have other
demonstrations in mind, we
would urge them to be

_ exceedingly careful not to

endanger traffic. Their cause
is good, but one mishap in a
road demonstration could do
the cause much harm.

On the other hand, it is a
shocking business that such
methods have to be used to
bring home to those in
authority the message of
“Bafety First,” After all, it
is the Ministry’s own slogan!

Q':“' ey

| Kern5a SPRESS

.| the 51 worst accident spots on

! ?erlod of three years.

ay'I add ¢ & posts crlpk to the
eorrespandencé which you hwei
been ﬁubllahlng ‘recentl regudw
ing the Bridge traffl e¥pro lem.
Over a vety long period of time
I have been in touch ‘with the
authorities on the matter, and as
I am sure every respongible
resident of Bridge now under-
stands, it is part of a verv much
bigger problem.

A number of lan z rhd
min{ issugs arfn
v

-pass Brldge (nnd

try informs me their engineers

taking longer than usual),
not the least of which is, to
ensure that as little as possible
is. taken of some of —the‘\ best

“Local Yokel” in' his
admireble letter so rightly
pointed| out, the problem must
not be handed over to meone
else—it must be solved. °

‘Perhaps it wou]a be a Well if
the problem of Bridge: as a
treflic accident s ot were put in

have in ! ont “of me the

the most serious and most acci-

form of @ league table showing

Trunk and Class 1 roads, caleu-
lated .on a points basis over a
Happily |

or all,. Bridge is not mcluded
if it were it would " be at: the
bottom of the leaguc with 23
points against thé 136 points of:
the worst spot ‘et the head of:
the league. |

‘I believe & Ministerial decis:on

| will be given in the not too dis-

tant future. I shall continue: to

press.
LESLIE M. THOMAS T
HousL of Commons !

BRIDGE MARCH

To the Editor, . @

I see that Mr. Georgc Cobbctt
the Socialist  candidate, and -Mr.
Ted Moss, the Liberal candidate;
took part in the march thrnug‘h
Bridge in' support of a bhy-pass.
Can it be that they didthis be-
cause Aldermaston’ was cancelled

this year?
SENIOR. 4
119 Whitstable Road. R
- Canterbury. You bu

K154 ER2ZeTre



M.O.T, REF| HGP:14.42.068

DATE.

THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

Organiser: Joun PUrRcCHESE, Campaign Sec.: BR1AN A. LEwis,
30.3.1964 ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge, 1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bndge,
Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485 Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 254

V:A.5. Dakers, Esq.,

Divisional Road Engineer,
Metropolitan Division,

The Ministry of Transport,

St. Christopher House,
Southwark Street, London, S.E.l

Dear lire. Dakers,
Thank you for your letter dated ¥arch 25th.,
1964, saying that your Department must decline the invitation to be
represented at the meeting being held at Bridge on Saturday, April 4th..

We regret the decision not to attend. The
phrase in your letter, "attend the kind of public meeting you have in
mind" suggests that you feel it would be a meeting hostile to the
Ministry. Not soj; the chair is being taken by the Road Safety Officer
and the discussion is intended to be a dispassionate appraisal of the

situgtion. It would be helpful to receive a brief
statement from your Department in lieu of a representative. Although
the intention of the Hinister to write to Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P., might
weigh in this matter, we hope that the more immediate point is made -
namely that the Ministry of Transport is at least contemplating action.

An empty chair at the meeting, and no
statement to offer as a substitute, might suggest to the wvillagers of
Bridge that the Ministry did not care in the matter, a suggestion we are
sure you would hasten to deplore as far from correct.

Yours faithfully,

Post scriptum. To facilitate matters, might we ask that this corrosnondanco

is shown to G. Davis bs%., L. Durrant, Esq., F. Samuel,
R. Pearson, Esq., and R Pearce, Esq. who ve had dealin

in the matter. I believe your Mr. Hewett also has a xnowledg.
of the situation.




St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, S.E.1.

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT |
DIVISIONAL ROAD ENGINEER
METROPOLITAN DIVISION

GAY WO MO 8 G REAT—PEFERSERERT
FONBON—G-WT

CREE Waterloo 7999
TELEPHONE: ABBE¥—92-043 Ext. 2342

2nd April, 1964.

Dear ifr. Purchese,

With reference to your letter dated 30th March, 1964
and your request for a brief statement from my Department
instead of a representative at your meeting on Saturday,
April 4th, I would refer you to Mr. R. L. Pearce's letter

of 11th February, 1964.

I do not think tha@ at the present moment I can add |
to what HMr. Pearce says in the second and third para-
graphs of his letter.

Yours faithfully, 2

Divisional Road Engineer

John Purchese, Esq.,
"Rosebank",

High Street,

Bridge,

Canterbury,

Kent.

on  Tuesday: ' “There: has:
never been an Easter like it+
before—and - the “weathel
could _hardly have bee
worse, f
“But at  least we have !
some idea what to expect |
this year—more traffic’ than &
ever; before It:is clear that
the M2 is going to take:the 1
brunt “of  the' burden Arof
now on.” e
Dover - ‘established  new
passenger records  when
more ' people: and : vehicles
passed through the  port
than ever recorded . during
a similar holiday period.
British . Railways noted a-
remarkable increase in the
number:: of  Continentals'
coming. into ‘Dover, especi-
ally those with*vehicles. X
More than 5,000 passen--
gers passed. through Man-
ston Airport over the holi-
day on passenger Services.
operated by Air 'Fet%%po Le

Touquet, Ostend ‘and’ all
partsi.of the  Comitient. .
There was a similar giish at’ |
Ferryfield Airport, ydd. o
Kast méeSersen , 4. bu
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|| By-Pass Campaign”

| point half-way down one hill}

WinetiBd &0 .

T TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 1964
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150 Silent Protest

“A “PROCESSION OF
AFTERNOON

THROUGH THE CENTRE

Headed by a banner * Bridge
and fol-|
lowed by another, preceding
two horsemen, inscribed: * The
road was built for this,” the
marchers came through the
village towards Dover from a

leading ' into the village and
returned in the opposite direc-
tion,

At one time .over 100 cars
were held up by the marchers.

EIGHT DEATHS

Included in the procession)
were lorries bearing a wrecked
car, its woof half torn off, andi

1897 Daimler car, Symbolic

c
%r“ the vehicles for which the

on . the

Easter
Traffic

They Hope To Halt
 Road Deaths

ABOUT 150 YOUNG

PEOPLE WOUND ITS WAY SILENTLY THROUGH
THE VILLAGE OF BRIDGE ON EASTER SUNDAY
IN SILENT PROTEST AT THE
GOVERNMENT’S LACK OF ACTION IN PROVIDING
A BY-PASS FOR THE BUSY A2—WHICH RUNS

OF THE VILLAGE.

The villagers claim that the fast road causes too much
traffic to go through the village too quickly, resulting in too
|| many accidents.

Three marchers were pull-

ing a coffin with a small sign

informing passers-by that in

the . past five years eight

p_eup[gnﬁ’had died in the 300-

yards{long stretch of road

through the village.

During the march, helpers

distributed leaflets to watchers
pavement and. to
motorists in the cars held up by
the procession.
! “Marching in; the: procession
{vere the prospective Parliamen-
fary ‘candidates ‘of the Labour
ang’ Liberal parties, Mr, G

‘Cdbbelt and Mr. E. Moss.

EVERY METHOD '

At the end of the march, the
organisers, Mr. John Purchese
and Mr. Brian Lewis, told the
“Kentish Observer” that they
intended to use “every method”
to bring home to ‘the Ministry

the state of affairs in Bridge. T :

A protest meeting is to pe
heid on Saturday afternoon in
the village hall. A Ministry
of - Transport representative
had been invited, but the in-
vitation was declined, said
Mr. Purchese.

The prospective Liberal and

Labour candidates would be
there, however, he said.

. County Councillor A. J. Ross
iIs to represent the Conserva-|
tive Party at the meeting. :

The three parties” views of the
situation are summarised in a
small leaflet’ handed out by the
protesters during the demon-
stration.

BY-PASS PLANS

In the Tleaflet, Canterbury’s
MP., Sir Leslie Thomas, is
quoted as saying: #The Mini-
stry of Tran bhas' plans for
a limited - by-pass =~ running
from the junction of M2JA2 at
Brenley Corner, cutting through
South Canterbury and by-pass-
ing Bridge on the northern side
of the village. 1

“This would alleviate the'|
_broblem of traffic in the |
village High Street, but would
seriously interfere with valu-
able agricultura] and horti-

cultural holdings.

Ministry are also con-=

wider by-pass of Can-
ry which would join" with |
A2 near Lydden. Both
these schemes would  help the
local problem of Bridge.”

Mr. J. H. Stewart, chairman
of Canterbury Division Liberal
Association, 1s quoted in the|
leaflet as saying: |

Marchers Block

“Mo one in his senses could|
deny that a tiny village sitting
astride the main artery to the
Continent is a nineteenth-
century anachronism. Couple
this with its geographical
situation in the trough be-
tween two hills with vehicular
traffic accelerating through its
narrow street in order to gain
momentum fo climb the hill
on the other side, and it is
obvious that the by-pass is not
so much a question of *if’ as
‘when".”

Prospective Labour  Parlia-
mentary candidate Mr. George
S. Cobbett is quoted as com-
menting: “The situation is
bound to become more dan-
gerous because of the comple-
tion of part of the M2 motor-
way from London. .
“SEVERAL YEARS”

“This will certainly increase
the Traffic through Bridge, while
the pew housing development
there means that more people,
and particularly
be exposed to the danger.

‘“No doubt a by-pass round

Bridge will be built eventu-

aliy, but this may not be for

several years.

“Until then, more must be
done to reduce the speed and
danger of traffic in the High
Street. We know that tﬁe
vigorous efforts of many resi-
dents _have already achieved
improvements. - But more still
needs to be done, and I wish
them further success.”

children,  will L

i
!
"5




| S wait

| Village—which straddles the main

. By-pass

But ‘many travellers had to
hefore they could drive
threngh the village.

Affer the marchers had moved

vslowly through Bridge in one

direction, they turned and made ,
an cven slower trip back to the
lay-hy, -

I'lie  campaigners have been
pressing for a by-pass ronnd the

- By Eddie Tho_mso_n

BOUT 150 marchers set up a deliberate

traffic jam on Easter Sunday . . . in their
campaign for a by-pass round the danger-spot
village of Bridge, near Canterbury. i

The chaos amid the holiday rush was'the latest eﬁ."qrt_, >

by campaigners against local road safety hazards. ‘And’
they succeeded in halting traffic ‘for hundreds of vards
in both directions—which was exactly what they intended

to do.

Now they plan to embarrass the Ministry of Trans-

port into doing something about the safety of the village.

Many activities have been
arranged for the next few:
weeks.

“We willl really shake the
Ministry,” said campaign organ-
iser, Mr. John Purchese. ““And |
afterwards they surely must do :
something about the danger '
here.”

Dover-bound traffic descending
the long hill into the village had
to halt as the procession mbved
off from a lay-by half-way down
the gradient.

Banners

There were several near crashes
as the marchers headed with a
banner reading “Bridge By-Pass
Campaign,” began- to block half
the road. o A0

It consisted largély o1 gbung
people, but severalsfamilies wers

taking part and ‘onerman was

being pushed in a wheel-chair.

Mr, George Cobbett, Canter-
burv’s Labour = Parliamentary
candidate, ‘and the Liberal can-
didate, Mps/"Ted Moss, with his
wife and'young son, were present.

Then ‘ecame another banner,
“The Road Was Built For'This,”
which was followed by two riders
on horseback and a veteran car.

"]‘lm next banner - read, “/Not.,

136 1A AN 1 .

This, was'a huge coéal lorry”
loaned for the ogcasion by a local
contractor, followed by a wrecked
estate car, borne on a low-load
trailer; D]

Closerbehind this wase a scarlet-
draped coffin' on ‘a hand-cart ac-
companied | by three bearers in
black. ro e 50s

Police: were keeping an eve on
the procession and holding up all.
the vehicles in one direction to
allow a steady one-way flow. 5J

A2 two miles from Canterbury’

towards Dover—for some time.

‘Mr. Purchese has decided mof
to form a committee: He prefers
direct.action, and everything is
arranged befween him  and”20:
year-old campaign secrefary, Mr.
Brian Léwis, who has been’active
in'many ‘ways ‘in\trying to ‘gain
safety measures for the 1,200 vil-
lagers. )

At 'the. moment trafiic sﬁ*eeps %

down: into the village from both
cdirections, on steep hills, gaining’
speed to climb away up the other
side of the valles. !

Mr. Purchese and Mr. Lewis
claim that although. there is:a
30 miles an “hour speed - limit
vehieles go through the village at
much higher speeds, e

Ope. " of. the " two  leaflets
imarchers were handing out said

‘thate Veight’ speople lmve - been.
muf}gﬁ? ,traﬂ?‘ce speeding: thmuil;
é

‘the natrow  nain’ stréet; in t
last

- ‘Danger’

“Now  tkat the M.2js in. full
use the ydanger hére, has been
made - evens greater,”’ said  Mer.
Lewis, ;who, like Mr: Purchese;
liyesadjagent fo.the A%2.

After the mareh, Mr. Purchese
gaid lie was happy with the way |
tlhings had gone, 5

“It proved to he a hig success,
and we are hoping that some-
thing will be done soon.”

Mr. Purchese has arranged a

ublic:nleeting in Bridge Village
E{al[ tomorrow, which will® be
attended by My, A-J, Ross, Con-
servative County Councillor, Mr,
Cobbett, and Mr.

“We invited the

Ve sears.

bt they havo
e Y




quod%
- on Kent
roads

OTORISTS on Kent's
roads during the
Easter week-end holiday
responded to the Minister
of Transport’s plea for
courtesy,

And in spite of traffic
reaching an all-time record
on _some main roads, only
two people were lullerl—
the same number who died
during Easter, 1963,

One death was at Bekes-
bourne, where auto-cyclist
Mr. Albert Edward Ken-
nett, 65, of Distant View,
Bekesbourne, died after a
collision with a car at the
junction of -Adisham-rd.,
Bekesbgurne.

The other death was a
19-year-old = motor-cyclist,
Mr. Peter Warner,- of Nin-
field-+d,, Bexhil], killed on
the 'A21 Hastings to Lon-
don road -at- Lamberhurst
on Friday in a head-en col-
lision- with a car.

- “BUSIEST

An Automobile Associa-
tion spokesman said that
the A2 London to Dover
road via' Canferbury was
the busiest in the county.

And the M2 ' motorway’
carried its biggest traffic
quota so far.

The - holiday began
quietly, and some roads
were almost deserted on
Friday. The coldest Easter
for 80 years kept many
motorists at home.

It was Easter Monday
that brought out the traf-
fic. Late in the evening
3,500 vehicles an hour were
streaming  home along the

e

—A
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Over 100 peopie joined the protest march at Bridge on Sunday,

where the vﬂlaers are demanding a by-pass. This is-,mi__e.-
; ... way they hope to attract the attention of the Minister of Tr ansport.  wawsw araste 5




‘|iLewis, son of ailocal councillor,
«tubbed their hands.

| A PURPLE-COVERED coffin trundled slowly through the |
A main street of Bridge on Easfer Sunday afternoon. It was

a grim and grisly reminder from' the villagers—without much |,
loye—to the ‘Minister of Transport. f
It was a reminder that eight people have died and another
50 have been injured in road accidents at Bridge over the last

five years. |

The coffin, with a wrecked car;
leavy ‘lorries, horsei and &
veteran car—and accompanied by
about 150  villagers—hammered
home the demands that Bridge is
.making for a by-pass. -
| The procession held up holiday
‘maotorists. At one time about 100
(cars were' ‘queueing . to pass
through the: village.

‘Meanwhile, organisers Mr, John
Purchese, 4 film industry camera=
man, ~and, 20-year-old ' Brian

#This ' is just what we hoped
” ‘they' confessed. “This de-
mg%strqt,ign,_ot villagers shows

'.!-"d'ér'nandm 01" a by-pass.

him-until we' get-our by-pass.”

to pile up and the cortege made
itssway slowly towards the botile-
neck village centre. And pile up
was ~almost the right word.

wards Bridge had-, to brake
viglently to pull up before crash-
ing into the rear of the queue.
“HZee,” said oné villager. “That's
the® sort of' thing that we are
irying ‘to ‘avoid ‘here. Motorists
don’t seem to be aware of the
dangers of going too fast through
Br19]_ge.”

Young and Old

In Sunday’s . procession weré
the ordinary folk of Bridge who
have no axe to grind—other than
their desire for safer roads. They
were both young and old, par-
ents: with their - children ang
members of the local youth club.

Also in the procession was Mr.
Ted Moss, the Canterbury Pros-
pective  Liberal Parliamentary
candidate. Mr. Moss, accompanied
by ‘his  wife,  pushed his year-old
child ‘in a pram. Cllir, George
Cobbett, the Labouy Party’s Gen-
eral Election candidate, also took
part. But there was no represen-
tative of Sir Leslia Thomas, the
Conservative M.P.

The next step in Bridge's fight
for a by-pass is Saturday’s pro-
test meeting in the Village Hall.
The chairman will 'be the local

‘invited to  send a representative b

:’*ﬁ?ﬁdtge is ‘siticere in their |
. “And this sort of thing is going ||
on:until~the ‘Minister of Trans- ||
port ‘gives in. We shall pester |!]

Both watched as the cars began |

Seyeral cars speeding. down to- |

road safety’ officer (Mr, J. D.
Smith). On the platform will be
-Mr. Moss, Mr, Cobbett and Cll, |

“

A, J. Ross will represent Sir
Leslie Thomas. ;
“The Minister of Transport was

but haz declined.” said Mr. Pur-
chese. “So there will be an empty
chair - on the platform labelled
“The 'Ministry of Transport.””
Mr. Purchese' and Mr. Lewis
have . further stunts up their
sleeves for keeping Bridge  be-

fore the Minister’'s eyes. oo !

Said Mr. Purchese: “We shall
be doing semething else in a fort-
night's time. It’s a good one bat

I cannot reveal what it is just
yet” 7 M.M.

&

Bridge: villagers in théir

B

YOUNG AND OLD
DEMAND BY-PASS
Bridge On The March

X5 ¥

[More pictures on page 15.1

for a by-pass.



PEOPLE OF BRIDGE e scort a coffin t.hroughﬁhe village in silent pro
'f:; against delays in build ing a by-pass. * £

Village angry |

| .at by-pass
delajég

I’TEENAG‘ERS and their parents caused a traffic
pile-up on the London—Dover A2 road near
| Canterbury on Sunday afternoon when they escor-
ted a purple-covered coffin through a village,
Other youmgsters handed ] |
out leaflets which declared |
that eight people had died J
in local road crashes in the |
|

past five years,

3 Also in the procession

’ Were two men o6h horse-

; 'back and a "veteran car

; { (tied on a lorry) — to stress

| | what the road' was origin-

3 (ally "budlt for —and a

wrecked“ear on'a’lorry be- |

hind the coffin_and \bare- I
headed mourners, =




\d

THE HEAD of the “funeral procession

s

Jams formed at both ends of
the High Street, asi they
marched up and down forl an
hour in-“protesttagainst delay
in building a by-pass .around
the village. \ i
Mr. John Purchese, the
campaign organiser, ! and Mr.
Brian Lewis, secretary, told
a KENT MESSENGER, re-
\porter’ at Bridge: “The time
g}fw.rthemexercise has been
S€N to cause the ma ‘
traffic dislocation, gximum
“To  follow-up the \march
there will be a public meeting
at Bridge on Saturday to
&?}zai:lm?r spcrykegr‘;mn from the
v o :
bee‘!t:l invited, el "1 s
“Also present will be repre-
sentatives of the an;g?:':-
tive, Liberal and Labour ¢ m-

It happened 'at Bridge,|

mittees, Canterbm’y- Divisi
‘ _ ) sion.
“These activities have been |
provoked by the apparent in- |

difference of the Mi?—lsm-y ‘of

Transport to the rapidly de-
veloping dangers in the High
Street caused' by too many
cars 'and lorries trying to
speed through to attack the

hills' which  lead away from |

the High Street at both ends™.
Bridge, where between

6,300-6,700 vehicles pass along |

the High Street EVERY DAY,

has' no  Belisha or Panda
crossings and no traffic
lights.

FLASHBACK TO 1963—An
official of the county council
told a public inquiry in Octo-
ber (into a filling-station ap-
plication) that the amount of
traffic at® Bridge  justified a

| three-lane carriageway, where-

as the High Street is 18 ' FEET
Wwide and grossly over-loaded.

march through Bridge
Mr. Moss said: “I have been
asked why my family and I
joined ‘the protest march in
Bridge. We, as a family, took
part. because we believe that
not only here in Bri but
all -ovet “the country
roads are both completely in-
adequate for the motor traffic
that they must bear, and also
deadly dangerous to both
pedestrians  and motorists
alike. :

BY-PASS
L*MARCH’

“What conditions will® be
like-in 1974 I ‘shudder to
think. We are shirking our
duty to the future generation
by failing to implefment
immediately, proposals- made

by- the Crowther Steering
Committee. i
“As’ far'-back as 1952. we

Liberals made proposals simi- |

lar to those recently prt
ded by Buchanan; proposals
for the segregation of vehicles
and pedestrians.”
OVERCROWDED

Mr. Moss went on:

“As the number of vehicles
on our already’ overcrowded
roads increases — an esti-
mated" doubling in the next
ten years — so the number of
| people killed and maimed on
jour roads will increase.

“Minor battles of the
Somme will be seen on our
roads all over the counfry un-

in the Buchanan Report and |

less we determine 't6 plan
otherwise now.

“We - Liberais. offer the
nation a plan to help reduce
| the appalling carnage on' our

I roads, and to give Britain
& proper modern transport
system. :

“Briefly, we say commence
implementing Crowther and
Buchanan now. Immediately
| set- up Regional Authorities
throughout the country to
plan the segregation of pedes-
trians and vehicles now. Re-
plan our city traffic to remove |
all through traffic from the
streets and create precinct
shopping centres.

“Impleémenti.a  dynamic
roads prograffime now. The
current development of roads,
particularly  mbtorways, = is
staggering in "its inefficiency
and inadequacy — we have
built only 59 miles of motor-
way a year since 1958. Libera)
Policy States that we must
spend £200,000,000 a year on
our roads over the next 20
fyears. 4
P "THS, sum will provide tits
with '8 comprehensive "g'!r‘%t-

|
|

work of _motorways, wider

triml va

Lib. candidate

MR,-_ Ted Moss, Drospec;ive"Mberal_._ca%;iate for the
Canterbury “Dlvision, made a Statémhent’ to the
Canterbury Liberals’ Di#fsional Executive Committee on
Sunday just after ta% part in the by-pass appeal
lage. F

ways, new ring roads, fiyovers
and bridges.

“Traffic delays in 1961 aave
been estimated ‘to have cost
the nation £600,000,000. It is
net a question_of us being
unablé to" afford new” roads,
but a question of us being
unable not to afford them.

POLICY 7

“Road policy of course must :

also be considered in con-
junction with other forms of
transport. The railway, canal,
sea, air and hovercraft, forms
of travel must all be.co-ordi-
nated to take account of com-
munity benefits”, he declared.

“Liberals nonetheless® be-
lieve in incentive and true

competition. We do not sub- |
scribe to nationalism of road |
haulage nor its extension to

other forms of tr

Rather do we believe that:.
co-ordination of ||
only be |

effective
transport can -
achieved by the free choice
of the consumer between ser-
vices based on something like
true economic cost. 5

“On the own admission of

the Ministry of Transport; |
there are dozens of places in |
a much worse plight than |
Bridge. It is our duty as citi-|

Zzens to ensure that these

,raffic problehis,are dealt with
85 a

1 matter™ of national
€mergency. I have already
made my position about con-
ditions in Bridge quite plain®,
Ll SRS Q§-iv. b

T ———
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A purple-covered coffin was the grisly reminder of Bridge’s accident toll—eight dead and

2

o i

Sunday was Mr. Ted Moss.
Liberal Parliamentary candid

' The same day ‘he made a re‘portl

to the Divisional Executive Com-
| mittee on why he and his family
(had joined the march;
| “We as a family took part be-
cause we . believe that not only
in Bridge, but all over the coun-
try, our roads are both completely
inadequate for the motor traffic
that they must bear- and also
deadly dangerous to -both pedes-
frians and motorists alike,” he
sdid, -
“What conditions will be like
in 1974 I shudder to think. We
are shirking our duty to the
| future generation by failing to
implement  immediately pro-
| posals made in the Buchanan
Report and " bv the Crowther
Steering Committee.

“As far back as 1952, we
Liberals made proposals similar
to those recently propounded by
Buchanan — proposals for the
segregation of vehicles " and
pedestrians.

“ As the number of vehicles on

our already overcerowded  roads
increases -— an estimated doubl-
|ing in the next ten years—so the
{number of people killed and
maimed on our roads will in-
crease. .

“ Minor.battles of the Somme
| will.be seen on our roads all over
the eountry unless we determine
to plan otherwise now.

“We Liberals offér the nation
& plan to help.-reduce the appall-
Ing carnage on our roads and to
give Britain a proper modern
transport system,” he said.

By Canterbury’s Candi
Among those taking part in the

Bridge by-pass demand marech on | implementing Crow

'}fl:]ec up regional authorities /through

‘comprehensive

'- mence
ther anc
Immediately sé

“Briefly, we say

Buchanan mow.

out the country to plan the
segregation of pedestrians gﬁd
veiicles now. Replan our g
traffic to remove all > throug
traffic from the streets an
geate pedestrian precinét shop-
ﬁm centres. &=

1“‘- ds
*ITmplement a dynaxﬂp roa
programme now. The carrent de-
velopment of roads, pq.rilcplm_*ly
motorways, is staggerir in its
inefficiency and inade cy. We
have built only 59 -miles of
motorway a year smcgﬁlgs&

“ Liberal policy states that we
must spend £200,000,000 a year on
our roads over the next 2) years.
THis sum will providé us with a
network of
motorways, wider trunk roads,
dual carriageways, new ring
roads, flyovers and bridges.

“TPraffic delays in 1961 have
been estimated to have cost the
nation £600,000,000. It is not a
question of us beinkz unable to
afford new roads, but a question
of us being unable not to afford
them. R

“Road policy of course must
also be considered in conjunction
with other forms of transport. |
The railway, canal, sea, air and
hovercraft forms of travel must |
all be co-ordinated to take
account of community benefits.

“Liberals, nonetheless, believe’
in ‘incentive and true competi-.
tion. We do not subscribe to'
nationalisation of road haulage,
nor its extension to other forms,
of transport. Rather do we be- |
lieve that effective co-ordination
of ' transport can only
achieved by the free choice of
the consumer between services
based on something lilke -true
economic cost.

“On the own admission of the
Ministry of Transport, there are
dozens of places in a much
worse plight than Bridge. \

“It is our duty as citizens to
ensure that these traffic prob-|
lems are dealt with as a matter |
of national emergency. I have
already made my position about
conditions in Bridge quite plain."

“If I am returned to Parliament
for this constituency I shall con=
sider it one of my first duties to
exert albithe pressure that I pos-
sibly Ce upon the Minister of
Transport until Bridge. ig’ ‘bhy-

passed”’  entsu Grzctre i)
—



A. Wedgwood-Benn, Esq., : il
House of Commons,
London, S.W.l

Dear Nr. Wedgwood-Benn,
It was suggested that I should contact
you over the traffic problem at Bridge since you have been Labour spokesman
on Transport at various times. At all events, you would know to whom this
letter should be addressed - and possibly you would pass it on.

We have a curious situation in this
village brought about by monumental inactivity on the part of the Ministry
of Transport. Bridge lies on A2, some three miles from Canterbury on the
Dover Road. A quick glance at the map will show you that A2 is in almost
@ straight line between London and Dover, with the Dartford Tunnel loop
connecting northbound traffic to the road, and with 25 miles of M2 motorway
included from Rochester to Brenley Corner near Faversham. The making of M2
bas attracted a considerable amount of the old A20 traffic, and commercial
fleets are switching to the A2 route to the Continent through Dover.

The village itself is in a valley, so
that all drivers instinctively speed up througb&he village High Street in
order to attack the opposite hill. There are in the High Street no traffic
lights, no pedestrian crossings and poor gas-lighting at night. The
carriageway is only 18' wide at points with pavements under 3' wide.
Traffic is 'restricted' to 30m.p.h. There have been 8 deaths in the last 5
years in this street, 22 cases of serious injury and 27 cases of slight
injury. We have had promises of a by-pass on and off over the past 15

years, but nothing happens. This Campaign staged a protest march

on Easter Sunday attended by 150 of the village's 900 population, and a
meeting was held in the village hall yesyerday where the Labour and Liberal
Parliamentary Candidates spoke. The M.P., Sir Leslie Thomas, was repeesented
by a Conservative County Councillor. Sir Leslie, in a letter to the loecal
press the day before said "I have in front of me the latest 'Black Spot
Record' for the county...It is in the form of a league table showing the 51
worst aceident spote on Trunk and Class 1 roads...Happily for all, Bridge is
not included." Bridge is 53rd. in the League, but when you note that lst.
had 2 fatalities, 14 serious accidents and 43 slight accidents over a 3 year

period it is not difficult to see Bridge very nearly rivals these figures.
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The Ministry of Transport xnows our
feelings about the road conditions, but does nothing at all.  There are
five other villages along A2 between Brenley Corner and Dover gho have
the same problem; Boughton, Harbledown, Kearsney, Lydden and Temple Ewell.
We are thinking of contacting these villages to make a combined Rprotest
to the Ministry, but at the same time we feel Bridge has a particula
claim of urgency, being 53rd. in County League table or no. :

Could we ask you to examine this {
matter 7 The Labour prospective Parliamentary candidate ( who sits .
on the Bridge-Blean R.D.C. Road Safety Committee ) is Mr. George Cobbett,
who lives at Langham Perk Farm, Bishopsbourne, Canterbury, Kent.

He can confirm the situation. I apologise for adding to your work:

but having met you - as the sound recordist in the A=-R.T.V. team who
covered your re-election at Bristol -~ I know from what you said at the
time that you consider human problema of this kind in a serious manner.

Yours faithfully,
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Joﬁg Purchese.




