5+4+1964

The Director,
The Road Research Laboratories,

= D.S.1.R. ’ Hlmndﬂ'orth,

Niddlesex.

Dear Sir, ' S 2
The Bridge By-Pass Campaign is primarily a road
safety campaign, since in this village High Street on A2 betwaen \Dover
and Canterbury, there have been 8 deaths during the| past 5 years, 22 cases
of serious injury and 27 cases of slight injury. (Figures that are 15
times the National average when rated against population). 3 _
Because of an interesting psythological peint
about driving through the village, there being a hil} on each side, we
suffer a great deal from speeding vehicles and there have been casgs of
lorries whose brakes have failed in a spectacular faskion during the
past years. It is because of these conditions ~ the 18' wide
carriageway - the 7,000 plus vehicles per day - the bends in the road -
the lack of crossings and traffic lights - that I felt it worth while
drewing your attention to these conditions. There are worse places| ng
doubt, but the drivers seem lulled into false security, and this aaﬁg“ux
would appear to be of interest. '4 \V&h;:
There is talk of an eventual by-pass, but sinca:
will happen in the distant future, we are having to think in terms of
improvement on the present road to combat the rapidly increasing traffic
through to Dover on this popular road. It is popular because of the
construction of M2, 25 miles of motorway. Traffic census figures show
an increase of 47% since the opening of M2, between Brenley @ofner and
Canterbuyy. The bulk of this traffic we feel cominues to Dover through

Sridge. If you would like to go any further with this
matter, I know you will contact the Ministry of Transport. ?heir ref.
number is at the head of this letter. ' X

Yours faithfully,

.\_- T H.l-.;s-\.l %
Johh Purg¢hese.

.'ﬂ
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The Secretary,

The Ministry of Transport,
Southwark Street,

Londony, S.E.1

- for the attention of the Minister.

Dear Mr. Marples,

At a Public Meeting held in the
Village Hall, Bridge, on Saturday April 4th., attended by speakers from
the three political parties, and chaired by the Road Safety Officer for
the district, the following Resolution was proposed, seconded and carried
nemine contradicente:-

"That this Meeting urges the Minister of Transport, as an interim road
safety measure, to provide traffic lights at the Junction of Patrixbourne
Road and High Street, Bridge, and to reinstste the pedestrian crossing
across the High Street at this point - these being the minimum measures
%0 combat the heavy and increasing traffic through the village.”

- This Resclution was proposed by‘H?%““”lm”'
H.Te Price and seconded by Mr. J.J. Williamson. All speakers at the
lMeeting condemned your inaction over the matter of road safety in Bridge,
and the fact that your Ministry failed to send a Representative to the
Meeting was underlined by the fact that we had a vacant chair at the
table with the legend "Ministry of Transport Representative™ printed
in front of it.

Yours faithfully,
“J.3. Smith.
Road Safety Officar, Bridge.

\‘-b-‘-l_\_'\‘f_c,\_&, §

Je |Purchese.
CampaT§$ Organiser.




5.4.1964

The Clerk of the Counecil,
Dover Rural District Couneil,
Temple Ewell, Kent.

Dear Sir,

The Bridge By-Pass Campaign is Probably known to
your Council as g group of villagers at Bridge attempting to Penetrate
the monumenta] sloth of the Einistry of Transport and achieve safep
road conditions for motorists and Pedesirians alike in Bridge.

Hall at Bridge. The Ministry had been asked to send & representative,
and so had the three political parties who are entering candidates in
the fortheoming General Election. The politicians came, but the
Ministry sent a letter.

Out of the discussion, chaired by Mre J.D: Smith,
Road Safety Officer, came the Suggestion that the six villages (or
districts) affected by ihe increase in A2 traffic - Boughton, Harble-
down, Bridge, Lydden, Kearsney and Temple Ewell - should combine in
Tepresentations to the Ministry. Nr. A.J. Ross said that unified
strength of that king might well achieve ore than the individual
efforts of various local groups.

I would like to approach your Council with regard
particularly to Lydden, Kearsney ana Temple Ewell to see if such g
suggestion meets with approval in broad outline. I am well aware that
you might feel that an official body such s your Council ecannot
possibly align itself with a highly unofficial body such as the Bridge
By~Fass Campaign. However, if your Council knew of one unofficial
person in much the same position as myself who might be interested,

forces might be Joined satisfactorily,
Letters are being written to the other authorities

on the same lines as this; we should be very glad to hear your

comments.
Yours fhithfully,

Purchese,




9th April, 1964.

Bulletin No. 3.

THE BRIDGE  BY-PASS CAMPAIGHN.

Organigser: John Purchese, "Rosebank", High Street, Bridge. (Bridge 485).
Campaign Sec: Brian A. Lewis, 1 Weston Villas, High St., Bridge. (Bridge 254).

Dear Supporter,

The March was excellent from the publicity viewpoint, resulting in s
photographs and reports in "The Timeg", "The Guardian", "The Daily Telegr?ph 4
"The Daily Express", "The Daily Herald" - and fully reported in "The Kentish
Gazette", "The Kent Herald", "The Kentish Express", "The Kentish Observer" and
"The Kent Messenger'".

We want to thank everyone who turned out for this demonstration, and
those who kindly gave great assistance in the provision of vehicles and exhibits.
Thank you all very much. By the way; did you see the coverage on ITN News
later the same evening?

The Meeting on 4th April proved that there is much gemuine concern in
the village about the road safety conditions. Mr. A. J. Ross, representing
Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P., promised all support at county level and explained
how priorities are often a difficult problem to resolve. Mr. George Cobbett,
a member of the local Road Safety Committee, stated what had been done at
local level and put forward sugzestions about strest lighting which will be
taken up with the appropriate authority. Mr. Ted Moss spoke of the need to
ginger up authority and to tackle the problem of road accidents as a whole.
He gave the opinion that road-fund taxation for heavy goods vehicles should be
stiffened, to put goods back on the railways and other forms of transport, thus
relieving roads such as Bridge High Street.

From the floor came regrets that Sir Leslie Thomas was not present.
Mr. Ross explained that Sir Leslie was engaged elsewhere. From Councillor
H. T, Price came the proposal of a resolution "that this Meeting urges the
Minister of Transport, as an interim road safety measure, to provide traffic
lights at the junction of Patrixbourne Road and High Street, Bridge, and to
reinstate the pedestrian crossing across the High Street at this point - these
being the minimum measures to combat the heavy and increasing traffiec throuzh
the village". This has been forwarded to Mr, E. Marples. Of the other

suggestions made at the meeting, you will receive revorts in due course when
the suggestions have been investigated.

] The main point that arises from the meeting is that all action must be
dlrec§eq at the Ministry of Transport. The County Council is doing all it can,
and giving our campaign every sympathy. We must hammer relentlessly at the
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The Man Behind|
Bridge’s
- Campaign

Jehn Purchese, aged 39,
organiser of the Bridge
Bypass Campaign, lives in
the village with his wife
and five children, This
dynamic, bearded, mild-
mannered man is.a Sound
mixer .engaged on - T.V.
films produced by British
and American companies,

For eight years he was
films consultant to . the .
British Red Cross Society's
publicity department, and
he is a shop steward in the
Association of Cinemato-
graph, Television and Allied
Technicians  — the film
worker’s union.

He first took up the cause
of the village's dangerous
High Street when a man
l was killed in -an accident

outside the Village Hall.
Since then, he has met oppo-
sition and official procrasti-
nation with a wry but deter-
mined humour.

Each letter he has written
to the Ministry ‘has been
answered by a different
minor  official. So ‘now he
heads his . letters “For
circulation t0” each official
with whom he has had |
carrespondence, begins them ||

. “Gentlemen” ‘instead of
“Dear Sir,” and” addresses
them to “The Ministry

|  Group.”

J He hopes satire may even-

tually prick Whitehall into  |!

action.

He says he has found it
difficult to get any action
from ~ local - Conservative
officials, and showed re-
porters a letter he received
from the local Conservative
Association which states,
“I would have thought it
better to keep politics out
of this subjeet; it is purely

l administrafion.” - #

“I am not. anti-Conserva- |
tive.”  says Mr. Purchese, -
but he maintains that local
communities' problems are,
Ipso facto, political ques- |
tions. . )I.,f‘_ % ‘

He is de y ned to get |
someone to - some kind
of action, ey

B .




Combined

AFTERNOON.
And there was a place

Another invited guest who
was conspicuous by his absence
bury’s Conservative M.P,

demanded

an- angry speaker
from the s

1 floor, Mr, John
Williamson, of Beech Mount,
Conyngham Lane, Bridge.

COMBINED ATTACK

“He has a prior engagement,”
replied County Councillor A, J.
Ross, who came in his stead.

; It was Councillor Ross who
suggested that the Bridge com-
mittee get tu¥ether"‘mth five
other Kent villages who also
have traffic problems—
ton, Harbledown,
Ewell, Lydden and Kearsney
—in the hope that a combined
attack on Whitehall would
produce more results than a
solo effort.

The meeting agreed to this.

Resolutions to restore Bridge’s

edestrian crossing, and to press

or fraffic lights and for speed
limit signs at the ends of the
village were passed; but the one
proposal that nobody suggested
was that the campaign should
press for a bypass. And this

Bough-
Temple

was odd because, after all, the
meeting had been called by the
Bridge Bypass Campaign:

——

was Sir Leslie Thomas, Canter- |

- “Why isn't-Sir Leslie here ?”|

~ Councillor Urges

Action By

Six Villages

LABOUR AND LIBERAL PARLIAMENTARY
CANDIDATES, A COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND A
ROAD SAFETY OFFICER WERE ON THE PLAT-
FORM AT THE PUBLIC PROTEST MEETING IN
BRIDGE VILLAGE HALL
BRIDGE BYPASS CAMPAIGN ON SATURDAY

ARRANGED BY THE

set at the speakers’ table for

“The entire road, from

Brenley Corner to Dover, is|

| in a most terrible state when |

| ou -think of the amount of
raffic that is required to pass

through,” said Mr. John Pur-
chese, organiser of the cam-
paign. :

‘Temple. Ewell are contem-
plating a protest march on the
lines of the -one we had in
Bridge last Sunday.”

HE SYMPATHISED

Councillor Ross told the vil-
lagers that he sympathised with
them, and had in fact been
fighting “the .permanent officials
In Whitehall” to get conditions
| on the road improved for years. |
L _Sir Leslle_’Ig,o,ma_SJ too, was |
doing all he could to improve
matters, he said.

“I am not sure that the time
i has not arrived when you might
approach the other villages—
Boughton, Harbledown, Temple
Ewell, Lydden and Kearsney—
to see if they will join you in a
protest, and see if the Minister
will receive a deputation from
the six villages,” said the Coun-
cillor,
. This was such a serious mat-
| ter that it needed the combined |

5

{

jhelp of everyone, no matter |
what his political colour, to |
bring it to a successful con-

clusion.
53RD ON LIST \

| Sir_Leslie Tho com-,
Bt e, Thomas ey

s

| conference after -the

e 1
on the list of traffic “black |
Zgﬁs" in Kent. This was;
correct, and it indicated that the |
efforts of the Bridge villagers,
alone might ?tOt be sufficient to
ce results. ) -
1)r'?%is. 1S a political issue,” Mr.
Ted Moss told the villagers.
“Your protest is a protest
against Government policy.” |
Permanent officials in. White- |
hall merely carried out the
policies laid down by the |
Government of the day, he said, |
and the only way to ensure that |
those policies were changed was
to change the Government.

He pledged that, if he 'nasj
electeg to represent Ganter-
bury in Parliament, he would
personally make it his husi;:
ness to “plague and badger
the Minister of Transport
until he got some action on
Bridge’s problem.

The Labour parliamentary
candidate, Mr. George Cobbettﬁ
said he would be “very gratefu
to hear of any su%ge_st:ons fo;
the best way of improvin
traefﬁc conditions in Bridge High

t.

Siics A BLOODBATH?

A questioner from'the_ﬂoqr
referred to the fact of Bridge's
low place on the “black spot
list, and asked, “Am I to assume
that we have got to have a
bloodbath before we get any-

another interested party : a Ministry of Transport official | thing done ?”
spokesman. But the man from the Ministry did not come.

Answered Mr. Ted Moss,

“Yes, sir!”

Councillor H. D. Price, Chair-'
man of Bridge Parish Council
and also a Bridge-Blean Rural |
District  councillor, ];n:opmsed‘l
that the campaign press for a

pedestrian_crossing and traffic
lights. His proposition was
carried.

Also carried was a proposal
by Mr. John Williamson that
the campaign press for signs fe
be erected at either end of the
village warning motorists that
they ‘were approaching a danger
spot or at least proclaiming,
“gridge ~ welcomes careful
drivers.”

Mr. Purchese warned that the
Ministry of Transport had al-
ready refused permission for |
“black spot® ’signs.

NOT EXHAUSTED

And he replied to a suggestion
from Councillor Ross that the
campaign had exhausted all the
possibilities for bringing the
village's problem to the atten-
tion of the Ministry with the
single word, “No.” 3

And at an impromptu press
meeting,
Mr.. Purchese wained reporters
that they might find their week-
ends occupied very frequently

BACKGROUND
ON BRIDGE -

According to the Bypass
Campaign, Bridge's popula-
tion is now not far short of
1,000. Between " July 1st,
1958 and June 30th, 1963,
the Ministry of Transport
have said that there were
20 accidents involving per-
sonal injury in Bridge High
Street. Five people were
killed, nine were serigusly
injured and 19 slightly in-
jured in these accidents.
This was before the opening
of the M2.

There are no pedestrian

throughout the summer.
The chair at the meetin,

was
taken by Mr. T. D. Smith,
Bridge -!Blea_n RD.C's Road
SafeEv Officer. A

crossings or traffic lights in
the village, but a school
crossing patrol was recently
instituted. ‘

g
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Mt A
d, but the Ministry had
come along to alter things.
Then there had been a scheme
Bty RS2 8 o
were several mee about it,

coun-| but it then was said that until
the ‘Chan

on, accident black

and finally the by-
were the things dis-

3 (rep-
ie Thomas, the

MP), Mr. John that

. meeting’s organ-

. J. D. Smith (chair-
is the local Road

cer. In the main bod:

the hall were about 40 vii-
| Also on the platform was an
| empty chair—put there for the
‘spokesman of the Ministry of
| nsport, who had declined an
tation to attend

: ¢ know our b -pnsé is
( y eventually, but we will
?Mhta “‘M fmft :
ights or can
put up overnight if only the
 Ministry will put their minds to

A. J. Ross said he had

g ennetine oo o

new road. Twicé he

- +

the A2/

- | matter
\ help, irrle)spective

nel Tunnel question
was settled there could be no
decision _about that road. LIRS

. - New Road e
- The last thing he had heard
was that they would extend the
Maidstone b to the tunnel
entrance, buﬂ a new road teo
link the end of the M.2 motor-
way and the A20. 0y

“If these new roads are to be
built, then all the allocation of
money for Kent's roads

buildi ;:fmmme will go on
them,'?iep d. % ;
Clir. Ross pointed out that he
had heard from a policeman
since the motorway had
opened from Brenley
Qoraer had increased by 47 per
cen >
Many people who had used the
A20 now used the M2 He
thought that something had to be
done to improve matters. ]
“I'm not sure,” he said, “that

‘the time has not arrived that

you might tackle the problem
with the other villages involved
— Boughton, Harbledown, Lyd-

by den and others—to see if the

will join you in a joint protest.
I feel that with such a serious
You want everybody’s
of politics.”

Place

Said Mr. g; bett: “ Bridge is
undoubtedly a very dangerous
place in which to live. It appears
that the risk of death on the
rcad in - Bridge is 15 times
greater than in the country as
a whole. This danger is increas-
ing, particularly this vear which
will feel the ect of the Dart-
ford to Purfleet Tunnel and the
M2 coming into full use for the

Fulli year: w .. ey

. i
tor became so i1 e
is today,” he went on. “There|
has been more than enough time
for this problem to have been |

settled,” iy
Mr, Moss said that Bridge's
pi‘pteatlm one against Govern-

nt policy, which decided the|
Siture of

re trunk roads. \

creasi numbers, the modern
lethalnv%eapona of heavy trucks,
coaches and motor cars in such
close proximity to wulnerable
flesh and blood pedestrians, is
suicidal,” he said. \ o3

Roads Policy

NI

Having outlined the Liberal| . -

roads policy, Mr. Moss said, “I
unde nd that Bridge just]
isn’t in the bloodstained county |
league table of road deaths that |
has been guoted by Sir. Leslie
Thomas. at an indictment of |
Government road policy that|
there are 52 more towns and vil- ||
lages in this county alone with |
traffic problems far more deadly
than those of Bridge. Gl
' “How many more families|
must suffer bereavement before
dormant consciences are
aroused, and we as a nation in-
sist that immediate steps be
taken to abate the slaughter on
our roads?” : \
During question time, Clir.
Ross said that now that the
( el Tunnel was to have its
.entrance at Westenhanger it/
could be expected that the A.20
would become the major road
and the M.2 and Thanet Way
would fulfil the need of taking
traffic to Margate and Rams-

ate. .
EA. by-pass for Bridge would |
cost about £1 million and nobody
could expect the Government to
g0 about the country spending
money on by-passes like that
without the most careful con-
sideration.

“There are” he continued,
“hundreds of villages in the
country in the same position as

Bridge. If by-passes are to _be

; F ~trying for the past four
i

v aan

© %Mo continue to permit, in in-|24-h

‘about a joint

rchese

our census o
the road through ‘
would also take up the question|
of approaching other village
nt protest. And
last word to villagers? =
- “Please be careful a
out of the door!”

i ended s 1Y ! e,
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o BY MALCOLM MITCHELL

I ‘enough, Canterbury’s Conservative agent, Clir.
‘I has done a little to keep things at boiling point.

A

campaign at Bridge for a by-pass hots up,

-

ommentary on local events
Illllllll""ll"llllllHlHll"lllillfllll!!ll_fl.llllmll|||l|l||||||l||HHJ_
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And, oddly
Ted Brown,

| BRIDGE PRESSES ON |

He was approached by the
' organiser of protests, Mr. John
~ Purchese, to secure the attend-
4 ance of Sir Leslie Thomas, the
Conservative M.P., at Satur-
. day’s meeting in Bridge Village
IETel) = s ‘
It was' pointed out that the
4|+ Liberal and Labour viewpoints
- weére to be put by the prospec-
tive Parliamentary candidates,
. Mr. Ted Moss and Mr. George
Cobbett, respectively.

| What was Clir; Brown's reply?

" A most astounding statement

i —and, for one so shrewd, a
. trifle idiotic. -

In a letter to Mr. Purchese on
/ March 13, Clir. Brown said...
3 ' “I would have thought it
4 better to keep politics out of
this subject. It is purely
_administration.”
Cllr. Brown! I'm sure you need
neither .mygelf nor Mr. Pur-
- chese to point’out that the
body responsible for adminis-
‘trating, the country’s road
| . system -is the Govérnment, Be
! it Conservative, Socialist,
| Liberal or Communist con-
- trolled, it is a question for the
Government. And today, even
’ locally, what is Government
I . but a question of politics?
1
\
i
|

.

I am surprised that you should
have made such a naive state-
ment,

| More about Bridge
I was a little disappointed in the
. meeting on Saturday. After the
_effective demonstrations that
‘have taken place in the village,
one would have expected
something definite to have
come out of a protest meeting
-~ of villagers,
; But what did we get? The only
|

concrete demand was for
traffic lights at the Bekes-
- bourne Road junction. For the
life of me, I cannot see how
| this is going to stop motorists
speeding down either of the
| hills into .the village and get-
1 | ting into the same trouble as
they do now,
| What else was suggested? Well,
|| one villager thought the most
! effective way of deterring
speeding drivers would be to
| ‘put cattle grids .across the
|| roads on either hill! It was
| also suggested that they might
| press for accident black spot
I[\ . signs, But all agreed it was a

|| waste of time—planning per-
‘mission - would never' be
granted,

But whatever happened to all
the talk that has been going
on about demanding.a by-pass
for the village? One villager
suggested it—but it was passed

- over quickly and was never
put to the,meeting as a sub-

. stantive proposition, Seems to '

me that the meeting was all
a waste of villagers' time—and
mine,

And just a little more

It is fair to say that the Ministry
of Transport has not come out
of the Bridge affair in any
good light. They  declined to
send a spokesman to Satur-
day’s meeting. Fair enough.

But there seems to have been
one hell of a lot of buck pass-
ing going on in Whitehall. I
don't know how many letters
Mr, Purchese has written to
. the Ministry. ]

But I do know that six different

‘WITH ROAD-SAFETY'

in Whitehall.

Bridge is not a paper town.
It is a down-to-earth place of
900 people on the London-
Dover A2

Because it is not very high
up on the Ministry’s death-

people have answered them. It
looks as though one gets fed |
up with the whole affair and '
then passes it on quickly.

So when Mr. Purchese writes
now to the Ministry he ad-
dresses his letters to all six
and starts off “Gentlemen.”

“That way I hope that my mes-
sage is getting to the right
gerson," he told me on Satur-
ay.

| more we can do . .
i

.

‘alhhguﬁ? five have died and

THE CALL
FOR ACTION

FTER the meeting, Mr.

Purchese, one of the
by-pass campaign orga-
nisers at Bridge, wrote to
Mr. Anthony Wedgwood
Benn, the Socialist's
Shadow Transport Mini.
ster; the director of the
Road Research Labora-
tory: and to the Minister
of Transport (Mr
Marples). He also wrote
to the clerks of Dover
Rural and Bridge-Blean
Rural Councils, and to the
town clerk of Faversham.

Kk frtveasis, 10, ot by

chart, the village has no
by-pass, no black-spot signs,
no traffic lights, no pedes-

! trian crossings.

Two weeks ago the villagers
staged a mock funeral pro-
cession along the High Street
in protest against road con-
ditions, and on Saturday they
went to a meeting in the vil-

-flage hall.

There was a place on the
platform for a man from the
Ministry, but his chair was
empty. A letter from White-
hall talked about “nothing
.y ete.; ete.

The people of Bridge were
told that only a “bloodbath”
would earn them priority,

more than a score have been
seriously injured on the A2
at Bridge since 1958.
| But they also learned that
Bridge is not alone in its
fight against red tape. They
may join up with five other
villages — Boughton, Harble-
down, Lydden, emple Ewell],
and Kearsney—in a joint ap-
peal to the Ministry to do
something about the ever-
tl,x:!u:’:lreasinig danger on the A2
ween its junction w
M.2; and Dover. o
County Councillor Mr. A: J.
Ross told the meeting that
since the -4 was opened,
g:nmt: lgrorn lgrenley Corner. to
rbury had increas
47 ger cent. Somasals,
“You might well a roac
the five other v!lla.szesp l:.o ge!;
them in a joint protest to ask
the Minister to receive a
deputation,” said Mr. Ross
JoEl;vn“ Purchese said
ell were contem-
plating a protest m
P ] arch down
summertime traffic.
g.;: r:;;d from Brenley Corner
‘ v
state, he a‘aidi.“mt Applorshiy
Mr. Ted

Temf)le

CAMPAIGN

THEY don’t know very much about Bridge Village|
To the men in the Ministry of Tft_ps- ‘
port, it is a file number — HGP/14/42/068. ¥

+
%
4

sion, said the Government
permitted one of the most im-
portant trunk roads in the
country to go right through
the centre of a thriving com-
munity. i

Bridge was not in the blood- |
stained table of road deaths.
“What a complete indictment
of their road policy that there
are 52 more places in this
county alone with a problem
far more deadly, in the true
sense of  the word; than
Bridge.

“How many more families |
have to be bereaved before we

-— e .

be taken to abate this appall-|
ing slaughter?” he asked. .- |
. Mr. George Cobbett, Social~
ist prospective Parliamentary|
candidate for the division.}
said the risk of death on thel
road in Bridge, in relation ta
Hhe -population, was 15 times
greater than in the country'
as a/whole. - . 5
He declared: “The M2 is
an unfinished piece 6f work. |
We have got to take it down
to Dover in order to eomplete |/
the job". TRV
Footnote: Tn a pamphlet
given to villagers, Mr. Pur-
chese said Sir Leslie Thomas,

=

Eed to grow and

MP. for  Canterbury. had
promised to ask the.Minister
a question in the Commons
ahout Bridge High Street.
File HGP/14/42/068 is expect- |
Brow. -

ek I-.-A.m_a.ma‘u. ls-%. "oy e

.

insist that immediate . steps{



THE EMPTY CHAIR reserved for the man from the Ministry of ‘Transport is third from the left.
Speaking is Mr. George Cobbett, and seated (left to right) are Mr. Ted Moss, Mr. J. D. Smith (road
safety officer, Bridge-Blean Council, the chairman, Mr. John Purchese, and Mr. A. J. Ross.

<

VILLAGERS OF BRIDGE who attended the protest meeting on road safety in the village hall on
Baturday. : Pewk Mentngu. (0.4 o




| A BLOOD BATH

~ Protest Village' steps .
up fight for satety

HERE will have to be a
blood-bath 4in the wvil-
lage of Bridge, near Can-
terbury, before - safety
measures are taken fo pre-
vent ' traffic speeding
through the winding main
street, anxious villagers
were told on Saturday.
The villagers *had been
called together by  the
Bridge By-pass Campaign,

headed by Mr. John Pur-

chese.  He said he had
continually pressed .the
Ministry of Transport to
provide - safety  measures,
but had been refused every
time.

The ,‘camp_a'ign,ers have = been .

active for ‘some time, pressing
for more safety for the villagers
of Bridge, which straddles the
A2 trunk road on-the route’ to
ver. gy, ;
Mr. Purchese and campaign
secretary . Brian Iewis

their . successful protest mare

on Kaster Sunday, when holi- .

ay  traffic = was halted. for

_ tions.

¢+ eounty - councillor,

“ "had. been trying to

I called:
Saturday’s meeting to follow ug ;

hundreds of yards in both direc-

Speakers were Mr. Purchese,
Mr. A Ross, the village’s
Mr. George
Cobbett,  prospective  Labour
parliamentary candidate for the
division, and Mr. Ted Moss, pros-
pective- Liberal parljz_:.menf.ary;
candidate. The Ministry of
Transport was invited to attend,
but declined.

In reply to a guestioner, Mr.
Moss said the position was that
if several people were killed in
the wvillage something would
probably done. “It is true
that if “we have a blood-bath
the Ministry will sit up and
start taking notice.” 2

Eight people have been killed
by traffic in Bridge during the
past - five years. - Mr. *Purchese
said he had asked the Ministry
if “Black Spot™ signs could be
erected—but it had refused.

Mr. Ross, a member of Bridge-
Blean. Rural  Council, said he
t someé-
thing ‘done -for the village for
four years. His efforts had been
thwarted, and the latest posi-
tion was that the Maidstone by-
pass would be extended to the
mouth of the proposed Channel
Tunnel, and a lmak road would
be built from the M2 to the A20.

“If these roads are to be: built
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then all the allocation for Kent
will go on them.”

He said he recently saw a
spokesman from the Ministry of
Transport who had said that
since the M2 opened, traffic from
Brenley Corner, at the end of
the M2, had increased by 47 per-
cent. b b

“He said he felt certain the
Ministry .would shortly have to
make a start on improvements
on the A2 from Brenley Corner
to Dover.”

Mr. Ross said he felt that the
time had arrived for all the vil-
ages concerned,_ from Brenley
Corner to Dover, to get together
for a joint campaign. The other
villages are Harbledown, Bough-
ton, Temple Ewell, Kearsney
and Lydden. y

Mr. Cobbett said Bridge was
undoubtedly a dangerous_ place
in which to live. “It appears
that ‘the risk of death on the
road here is 15 times greater
than in the country as a whole.
This danger is bound to go on
inereasing, particularly in this

year, with the opening of the

Dartford-Purfleet  Tunnel and
the M2 coming into full use.

“There has been more than

enough time for this matter to
be settled—whatever. the prob-
lems have heen.”
_ Mr. Moss said the protest was
in _fact .against the current
transport policy, which allowed
one of its most important frunk
roads' to go through a thriving
community of people. “This is
suiridal,” he said:

“It is the appalling lack of
urgency that worries me. How
many more families have got to
suffer bereavement before some-
thing is done?™

A villager said that someone
would be killed very soon .if
nothing was done. “Tf a bus
comes down the hill and erashes
we will have a hy-pass sooner
than we. think,” he said.

Mr. H. D. Price, chairman of
the parish council and a mem-
ber of Bridge-Blean Council,
suggested the erection of traffic
lights at the Bekesbourne cross-
roads, and this was adopted.
It will be put to the Ministry
of Transport.

22, Expries 10554
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From Anthony Wedgwood Benn M.P,

8 April 1964 '

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Thank you for sending me the material
about the Bridge By-Pass Campaign. I have
sent this on to George Strauss M.P, who is
our spokesman on Transport.

. ' Yours sincerely, M
| MA/""J




 EEE T =i e, Ba e RS e e e s L

L S =

:

10th April, 196A4.

Dear Mr. Purchese,

Tony Wedgwood-Benn has passed your letter to me
as the Party's Front Bench Spokesman on transport
matters.,

I read carefully all you say and I wish I could
help. But it is very difficult to see how I or my
Parliamentary colleagues can do so. We have
constantly brought before us similar and no doubt
equally justifiable complaints from all over the
country, to say nothing of the equally strong and
numerous protests about proposed Beeching closures.
But these matters cannot be effectively debated or
certainly settled in Parliament. All we can do is

to express publicly there our criticism of the Minister's

actions, and even then the opportunities for doing so
are infrequent. The only effective protest action
which can be taken in such matters as the road traffie
danger at Bridge is through the Local Authorities and
the pressure of public opinion on these Authorities,
and I see you are doing everything possible in that
direction.

I am however most grateful to you for sending us
yYour letter and the enclosed leaflet, as the more
detailed evidence we can get of the country's road
traffic and road safety problems, the better equipped
we are to pursue these matters in the Commons.

Yours sincere \ o

DA

The Rt. Hon. G.R. Strauss, M.P.
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_ Bridae-Blean Rural District Council.. EEn

Yo séizzé¢Zcsz éé%;%iﬁaa,

I.F. SOILLEUX,D.M.A.

CLERK OF THE COUNCIL (Zj/(/ @;0?}% %ﬂ%

c.urznaLE!:vU::\i:E(‘Z UNES) 66411 i Mé%
10th April, 1964

My ref: H5/60/1/1 ,
Dear Mr. Purchese,

S W O R e R

f
1

——— e

London - Dover Ropad, A.2. [ ;

Thank you for your letter of the 5th April.

You may be interested to know that the District Council f I

is attempting to penetrate the same fog as yourselves, but f—t—t—F

; of course in rather a more orthedox manner and in respect of | -
| the whole length of the road from Brenley Corner to Dover. |

I think therefore that it would be better if the | e
District Council acted ostensibly on their own but behind 3
the scenes you might keep me intormed of any progress you =
may make, I, on my side, will reciprocate. . ) b

The only person I know who may be interest/in joining | i
forces with you is Mrs. I. Allworthyof 41 Highfield Close, -
Harbledown, and I suggest you approach her, as I feel sure
she will help in some way or other.

e

| Yours sincerglyp,
J. Purchese, Esq,, =
"Rosebank",
High Street,
Bridge,
Near Canterbury, Kent. Clerk.

S/JA : B |
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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, Lonpon S.E.x
Telegrams: Transminry, London, Telex

Telephone: waterloo 7999, ext.
Our reference: G.T.I, ST W { <Y H-
Your reference: '
Dear S,
This is to acknowledge re ceipt of your letter of
5 AL addressed to the
A
s

Minister,

Your letter has been Passed to the Minister's

10118.1 I?.Oad nginecr Lut T“\p L AP . -
(‘L S Aga

for*his at tention,

Yours fai thfully,

] f
mﬂ-xﬂ; : “—:,_‘_.L
T e




Canterbury Division Conservative and Unionist Association

Parliamentary Representative: SIR LESLIE THOMAS, M.B.E,, T.D., M.P.

President Alderman Mrs. G. R. Hews, CB.E, Agent and Secretary E. C. F, Brown
Chairman L. E Hare, Esq, 1P,

Hon. Treasurers U. H. B. Alexander, Esq. 9, Hawks Lane,

s .. C.B.E., F.
" 3 RS N Canterbury.
Asst. Hon. Treasurer P. T. C. Wright, Esq.
Telephone : Canterbury 64187
{ 8th April, 1964,

Dear Mr . Purchese,

It seems from the Kentish Observer of the
7th April and the Kent Herald of the 8th April, that you
showed my letter to you of 13th March to the press after
your meeting last Saturday. This letter was not written
for publication and the law holds that the copyright of a
letter is vested in the writer. I would be obliged if,
in the fubure, should you wish a letter for publication
you will let me know before hand, otherwise I shall expect
you to observe the common courtesies in this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Laiase

J. Purchese, Esq.,
Rose Bank,

High Street,
BRIDGE,

Nr. Canterbury.

- —
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The Agent & Secretary,
Canterbury Division Conservative

and Unionist Association,
9, Hawks hne’
Canterbury, Kent.

Dear Er. Brown,

I wonder if you would be so kind as to pass
on the Campaign's sincere thanks to Cllr. A.J. Ross who represented
Sir leslie Thomas at the meeting held on April 4th., 1964.

It was a great pleasure to meet him, and to
hear of the work he has done in the County Council chamber towards
road safety along A2. I am sure he will be interested to learn that
we have taken his advice in joinging up forces with the other villages
and preliminary correspondence has already been received on the matter.

Thank you for your letter dated April 8th.
in which you point out that you would have written differently had
you known the letter was going to appear in the local press. I am
sorry that you have been put in such a predicament since naturally I
assumed you said to me what you would gladly acknowledge publicly -
however I must point out that my file of correspondence is openly
available to anyone who has an interest in the matter. Not only have
the Press read all in it, but so has an Inspector of Police, both
the Labour and Liberal Candidates and a host of others. It was
offered to Sir Leslie Thomas to read when I saw him on 20.7.1963.

Sir Leslie Thomas wrote recently that he
shortily hoped to have some news, and the Ministry has recently told
me that they are passing on some information to him. I wonder if you
could arrange a meeting with him, so that I might pursue the matter.
A Saturday would be preferable. Thank you.

Yours faithfully,

- + i + s ¥
1
i \ | | )




134441964

Mrs. I. Allworthy,
41, Highfield Close,
Harbledown,
Canterbury, Kent.

Dear Mrs. Allworthy,

I recently contacted the Bridge-Blean
R.D.C. on the suggestion of Cllr. A.J. Ross, to see if theré were private
people eager to press the Ministry of Transport about the village
black-spots on the A2 between Brenley Cormer and Dover - and in the case
of Bridge-Blean R.D.C., the portion of Harbledown in their care was the

primary interest. ¥r. I.F. Soilleux kindly replied,
giving me your name as that of a person very interested in reducing the
* traffic danger at Harbledown. )

What has been envisaged is a protest,
possibly a deputation to the Ministry, of interested persons from
Boughton, Harbledown, Bridge, Kearsney, Temple Ewell and Lydden.

As yet I have not heard from the Dover
R.D.C.3 but in the meantime, could I ask you if you are willing to
represent the interests of Harbledown in any action designed to bring
to the Minister's attention most forecibly the feelings of those forced
to live on the main artery to the Continent ?

The various R.D.C.'s and Faversham
Corporation, to whom I have also written, are of course pressing through
official channels. What we at Bridge are hoping to form is an unofficial
but vocal group who will eventually see improvemenis in A2.

Yours sincerely,

B
John {Purchese.

1
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16.4.1964
The Secretary,

The Ministry of Transport,

St. Christopher House,

Sottimrk Street, ;
London, S.E.1l e b

HGP/14/42/068 £ | ¥

Dear Sir,

i I would be obliged to know whether you are
relying on the intervention of St. Christopher, your Pztron Saint,
in the prevention of accidents in Bridge High Street this summep.

answer. I am asking it because I ‘can see nothing being done by
the Ministry of Transport to make safer this road, and having
eliminated the obvious I have to accept the remaining theory - as
a certain gentleman once pointed out.

If the Ministry had sent a representative to
the Public Meeting held a fortnight ago he would have heard a

questioner from the floor ask whether there had to be a bloodbath =1

at Bridge before something was done - to which the answer came
from one of the politicians on the platform, "Yes, Sir !I".

Yours faithfully,

John \Purchese. '

]
. < ‘ —

|
b
L
)
£
This is a serious gquestion, requiring an foa —— i
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18,4.1964

Dear Gentlemen of the Ministry,

My husband is the Organiser of the
Bridge By~Pass Campaign. No doubt the name at the end of this lettor,‘
will be familiar to some of you as I know he has cogresponded with you
frequently on this matter = for over two years. \

I know that I speak for all the
mothers who live in Bridge. We are desperately worried about the ever—
increasing danger to our children from the lunatic motorists who treat

our village street as a racetrack. Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P., recently
wrote a letter to the Kentish Gazette. In it he said that "Happily"
Bridge is not one of the first 50 worst places in Kent; Apart from
shuddering to think of the unfortunate people who have %o endure life

in those 52 places rated as worse than Bridge ( for to say the least of
it they must be hell ) I am puzzled. BHappily for whom I wonder ?

For us ? Or for the next crash victim ? Perhaps he or she could be
classed as a human sacrifice to allocate a few more points and put us

in 52nd. place. Or perhaps, happily for the Gentlemem at the Ministry
who can continue to sit back and murmur the usual platitudes and do -

HOShARgs It is quite inconceivable that in
this dayhnd age it is seemingly impossible to get any action to make the

main road to Dover a little safer. Why can we not have some traffic

lights ? Surely one set each end of the village street would mot
stremtch the Nation's budget too far. This at least would slow the
traffic down and limit the number of vehicles in the village at one
time. No doubt there is some excellent reason why this is not )
possible, and I would be glad to hear it. N

Without meaning any disrespect,
I wonder how the Ministerial wives would like to haveto push their
babies in prams along a pavement 32" wide, with a huge lorry or a
petrol tanker racing through and practically brushing their coatsleeves 7
Believe me, Gentlemen, it is very frightening. | !
We dare not let our children walk
along the village street without an adult in attendance for fear that thoj
might stumble into the road and be crushed under the wheels of some
vehicle. Faith, it is said, can move
mountainsj; Ministmries may take a little longer. Our By<Pass Campaign
slogan is "Never take No! for an answer". \ ;

.

Yours faithful;y,

3 .
‘K&(] "wmb\bﬂ (
M.J: Purchese.(Mrs),

5
\
\
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FAVERSHAM
O ESR IS CRE S

OF

Ul CRame- A L

FAVERSHAM
TOWN CLERK

BOROUGH

f -he can to
[‘%'s tmfpc‘p lem aile-
‘ tﬂna ‘member of the sudience
s Bt

F. G. BISHO
SOLICITOR
FAVERSHAM 23

Ref': H/1/FGB

Dear Sir,

P
13/4
1kth April, 196k

Thank you for your letter of the 5th instant.
I am wondering whether you addressed your letter to
me under the jmpression that the village of Boughton

4&9 area.

comes within

aregs of the Swale Rural Distri

are situated at Sittingbourne.

In fact it is within the

ct Council whose Offices

Yours faithful

e

ey

=

~ answer, that they had done
g puts their efforts in > l " r
had wanted Town Clerk

S S John Purchease Esq.,
! h datehgivre !:nlle;? Orgeniser,
cmm}' k thi:gu: thi wl' “_:.!Iﬂg"‘ Bridge By-Pass Campaign,
‘and then demands "Rosebank" y

ce. | |
g y Thomas would be
- perfeetly prepared to attend, on
ﬁ’h.-,_date suitable for him, a meet-
(ing at Bridge to which those af-|
Pl B e
e .co ny
thti.mn &e able to discuss
em the approaches he
B e 1
! o ng -pass
~ Tor Bridge and to hezzu-yt.tneir1
- views and suggestions, . {

I would suggest to Mr. |
, would be the proper|
getting something mov-
in the matter and of putting
local residents in the picture,
Leslie Thomas is not||
. to have this matter turned|
* General Election debate
rovide a platform for Mr. |

Cobbett and Mr. 1
they'e ld:not%gt_t,gmmge it

High Street,
Bridge.
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Sir Leslie Thomas, MBE., TD., MP.,
House of Commons, 1964,
London’ S.W.1
Dear Sir,
Thank you very much for you
Saturday April 18th. at your office in Canterbu,
of useful information was exchanged.
You will recall that you as]
etatistics quoted to you that were supplied by |
Safety Officer for Bridge. The figures suppliet 1
Mr., Smith just prior to the Easter Sunday Prote: P
village were 1959-1963, 8 dead, 27 seriously ini, gh
; In view of the Ministry figu
same period being somewhat different, you requo;r. would
Smith for his source of figures. This, today, dents
assured me that the source was reputable, he was y and
further details for reasons-of confidence. ' 45 igation.

circumstances it would be a little difficult fof

further with Mr. Smith, who resides at 4, The Te!

i Possibly, Sir, asking for moj
figures would clear the air on this particular as
the final incontrovertible records (or so one suj

It has just been pointed out
has advised, in a letter to the local Press, that
be perfectly prepared to attend on a date suitabl
Bridge to which those affected by the present tra
invited. He would then be able to discuss with #l =
made to the Ministry, the chances of obtaining thg
to hear their views and suggestions.™ The lett
out that this would be the proper way of getting F
matter.

1d

Faturally I applaud your Agen
proposed to him in my answering letter in this we gh
commence his arrangements for such a meeting as sq,
more pressing matters this month in Canterbury.

]

Joh

Yours sincerely,

-




CounciL OFFICES,

TEMPLE EWELL,

. b J
A.SYRETT. M.BE.,D.M.A., F.C.CS. NR. DoveER, KENT

CLERK OF THE COUNCIL v
16th April, 1964°

TELEPHONE: KEARSNEY 231172

Dear Sir,
Trunk Road A.2.

Thank you for your letter of the 5th instant, notifying
me of the Bridge By-Pass Campaign.

This Council has for many years, through its Road and
Home Szfety Committee, been concernmed at the dangerous con—
ditions on that part of the Trunk Road A.2. lying within this
Rural Distriet, and representations have consistently been
mede to the appropriate authorities with a view to the improve—
ment of such conditions. It does appear, from recent statements,
that the pressure of public opinion has at last had an effect,
because I understand that the Ministry of Transport have now
agreed to the preparation of a scheme for the widening of the
road.,

I think the Members of the Council might well individually
° have considerasble sympathy for your efforts, but you will appre-
ciate, I am sure, that the Council as a body must confine its
activities to its own area.

A great many people are interested in the future of the

Trunk Road as you can imagine, but I am afraid I am unable to
suggest anyone whom you could approach in the manner you suggest.

: Yours jz7tjégizzzk
| Clerk of the C {

ol B

John Purchese, Esqg.,
Organiser,
i Bridge By-Pass Campaigh,
" 4. "Rosebank", High Street,
“.Bridge, Nr. Canterbury.

e e e

™

i




| The
(Mr: Ernest Marples) s to have

in their demand for m«by-pass,

fiassing through the-village, All|’

a
%it?insrpdrt\‘jm ‘that the letters|;
arrive. on Mr,
| simultaneously,

AR .
Minister
Minister of Transport (
_bumper postbag in the near :
uture.pBut' ﬂt wongt be fan mail.

' the people of Bridge will be
ing yet another step forward

They are busy writing letters 1
king for something to be done |’
stop the amount of traffic

@ letters are being sent to Mr. | .
n Purchese, organiser of the |-
p-épaign, and then', .. he will |-

“the lot to the Minister of |

Marples’ desk :
Ko ew: by

increasing considerably,

‘What figures had they to go on?
. Just those supplied by the
' Ministry of Transport. And
| these came from a census
¥ taken in  August, 1961. The
}(‘, figure given was 6,700 vehicles
{
i
|

August — presumably Bank
Holiday and weekends,

| So. the organisers, John Pur-
chese and Brian Lewis, decided
| to conduct their own survey. A

count was taking during a
| complete 24-hour period over
~ the weekend.

The result? No less than 7,074
vehicles® of various types
passed the census point. And
this was a very ordinary, rainy
weekend in April. You can cut
out ' the holiday traffic, the
people rushing to catch hoats
at Dover, and, perhaps, cars
dashing about to summer
events in the locality,

|
|| Brian' Lewis tells me that he
i contacted Dover Harbour

Board to find out if traffic
|* across the Channel was parti-
cl{\irar‘ly heavy—the answer was
" 0. ' Pkl

| “It seems to me that this ‘cen-
|+ Bus rather strengthens our
. hand," he told me this week.
here is no doubt about it, traffic
gn the A.2 must have ‘ltx“mpna,g
‘the M2/

| ' eonsiderably since
pened. Canterbu
e

.ONE tf_ling the organisers of the Bri(ige By—pass demands have
> consistently maintained is that traffic on the A2 has been

4 day at the peak times of |
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THE CITY AS I SEE IT

Aweek Y commentary on local events

5 BY MALCOLM MITCHELL T

doak Herald. 22. .l

ger jams than we are accus-
tomed to at this time of the
year,

But I rather fancy that Bridge,
In common with the other A.2
villages, will have to wait for
ﬁ_ez Proposed extension of the

—_—

W& . 244 'Lq-_

BRIDGE TRAFFIC
CENSUS -

Rl ! - P’ |
BOne th.g;g the organi of the
ridge -pass ve
consistently maintained is, that
traffic on the A2 has been in-
creasing considerably. '

What figures had they to go on? .
Just those supplied by the Mini-
stry of Transport. And these came
from a census taken in August,
1961. The figure given was §.700

of August — presumably Bank
Holiday and weekends. :

chese and Bryan Lewis, decided"
to conduct their own survey. A
count was taken during a com-
plete 24-hour period over the
weekend,

vehicles of various types passed

the census point. And this was a

Reryﬂordinary, rainy weekend in
r :

pril. .

Said Mr. Lewis: “You can cut
out the holiday traffic, the peopia
rushing to catch boats at Dover,
and, perhaps, cars dashing about

to summer events in the ] alit
“I contacted Dover ;

| Board to find out if tr: SS

the Channel was: ctﬂg&y-

heavy—the answeér was ‘N,

"It seems to me that this cen-

sus rather s
he said.

.

vehicles a day at the peak times .

So the organisers, Johp ' Pur—: |
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The result? No less than 7,074 |
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24.4.1964

The Chairman,

Bridge-Blean Road Safety Committee,
Bridge-Blean R.D.C.,

014 Dover Road,

Canterbury, Kent.

Dear Sir,

Recently lr. J.V. Church, of Tubewrights Limited,
Kirkby Industrial Estate, Liverpool, Lancashire, called to see me

concerning the dangers of Bridge High Street. Mr. Church is a
salesman for his Company who manufacture and erect street fuxniture i

of all kinds, including pedestrian bridges. Ry e i

A certain amount of literature, includinga . .

pamphlet "Separate Ways To Safety" was left - and this, I felt, was ’*i
of sufficient interest to forward to your Committee for consideration. "

Anything that separates traffic from pedestrians
is potentially useful in the matter of Bridge High Street, although .
against the use of a bridge there are considerations such as
expense, looks, the willingness of people to use such a device and
in fact the ability of people who are elderly to use it.

Guard railing is also illustrated. If the
‘Ministry were to advocate crossings as a short term measure, then
guard rails might well help in between.

There was & meeting between Sir Lealie Thomas,
¥.P., and ¥r, G.D. Galbraith, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry
of Transport, yesterday. I am sure we all hope that some real i ¥
measures were discussed to reduce the traffic menace in the village s
High Street. Unfortnnately I have no information yet of the =

results.
Yours faithfully,

John| Purchese.




was illuminating to read
| B, ¢, F. Brown's brisk
unciation last week of the

paiEn, the local Press and
liticians not of his party,

‘Brown should - show
8t in what he assures

ﬁtter of administra-

e

e " of | Sir
]

meeting was arranged as

low-up to the protest march
on Easter Sunday, and this dic-
tated the date.” The principal
rSpeaker was to have been the
trgi- of Transport spokes-

Sir Leslie r

‘ed Moss and Mr. George Cob-'

i speakers. This is the letter

t was written, of which ClIr.

Srown complains: Rlpint £

‘Dear Mr. Brown, - N

1 tried

‘Hawks Lane last Saturday, but

failed to do so.

‘that {ou have been unwell—I

{ trust that you are better.

(i { reason for writing is to
thata public meeting has

=]

arranged for Saturday,

 Village Hall, "Bridfe, to discuss
'the road through the village. In
 the chair will be the local Road
 Safety - '‘Officer; 'and invited
| speakers include a spokesman
from the Ministry of Transport.

‘the pending General
and would be most gle
| Leslie Thomas, M.P.,
tend on your behalf.

~ “There is, T know, only a

Election,

‘could not manage it I am

Conservative might be pur-
suaded to put your point of
view? ‘

“The agenda is very simple:
1, Welcome from the’ chair, 2.

|

| isers  of

4

- _.Bridge By-Pass
Campaign. 3. Statements by the
political representatives. 4.
tatement by  the Ministry
spokesman. 5. ‘Questions from
e floor. % .

_ “Considerable = interest has
‘been shown in the Bridge area

i

for inclusion in our last publica-
tion, and I am sure you will (in
some way or another) wish to
‘,takft advantage of this oppor-
tunity, y .
"'Yyours faithfully, John Pur-
chese, Organiser.”

Demanded? I think not. Clir,

for hig attention in Canterbury

meeting he suggests in his letter,
%‘V%e wguld ‘allsbe delighted to
hear from Sir Leslie himself
what exertions he has under-
taken -tonmbﬁmilf of his con-
ituents ge, )
SIS FoRN “Bu,

41
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organiser, I am delighted |
o g

ays that T “demanded” |

omas, Mr. |
| bett” were invited to be support-|

to contact you E;t:

I understand |

| April 4, 1964, at 2.30 pm. in the |

“We. also wish to hear the |.
éws of each Party, in view of |

ased if Sir |
could at- |

.month's notice—but if Sir Leslie |
wondering if some other Ilocal |

‘_rjgf_'statemqq_t‘:from the organ- ||

(in the statement so kindly given |-

Brown now has other matters |

r some days; when he is free |
f,‘é’;s bly he ywould arrange the |
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current general review of the financial
relations between local and central
government,

|
- Trunk Road, Bridge (Accidents)
Bouse of Commons, ‘ Sir L. Thomas asked the Minister of
% Transport what were the road accident
London, S.W.1 statistics in the village of Bridge, near
Canterbury, for the years 1959-63
inclusive. -
G P - 4‘ ‘ ‘f Mr. Galbraith : There were 23 acci-
. dents on the trunk road in the village
e | involving personal injury. Four persons
were injured fatally, 13 seriously and 17

mldﬁ Jv\ | slightly.
afdecon e S

7‘”’" i Z.]b_( h 95 f? Br dgeBypass-'

n L WW wET A wrey

—_
,{e‘fm amld B (e & | MP to Ask |
: |  Question?

.
~ . [
4 M | Canterbury's’ Member of Pai—
liament, Sir Leslie Thomas, is to
~ be asked to put a question in the
| House of Commons as to when
'L 4 e il ‘-’ the A2 is likely to be improved
‘ f {7—and when Bridge 1s likely: to

I | be by-passed.

‘Bridge-Blean Rural Dist.rict
V\ m i Couttwll det#eg tl(liis a%t thtgr 7

h. ‘M ] meeting on Wednesday after the
'L ‘ Clerk (Mr. 1. Soilleux) had said
that, in view of his “abortive

?z 4 :L efforts” to obtain information, he

"bﬁ;-“" i had taken up the guestion with
Mq Sir Leslie.

The Parliamentary Secretary

| to the Ministry of-Transport had
{ told Sir Leslie that there were

a number of alternative schemes
|

I under consideration, and it was
i not thought wise to make the
T I various alternatives public at

that time.

l The Council alsa decided. to
‘ apply to the Kent County Coun-
b cil for a pedestrian crossing to
| be reinstated in Bridge High
| Street at the junction . of
{, [ Western Avenue and A2.
¥ | Bridge  Parish Council are to
r be ‘advised to ask the County
Couneil. for a contribution to-
t wards improving street lighting
) in the High Street and will be
told that Bridge-Blean Couneil

LfM p Lt M’L‘l will support this. Kk .\ 564-
/




THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

gl e anay Organiser: JouN PURCHESE, Campaign Sec.: BRIAN A. LEWIs,
DATE, 2.5.1964 ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge, 1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge,
Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485 Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 254

8ir. L.M, Thomas, MBE., TD., MP.,
House of Commons,
London, S.W.l

Dear 8ir,

Thank you for your letter dated 30.4.1964, with
the enclosed section of Hansard recording your written question and
answer regarding the record of injuries on A2 at Bridge between 1959
and 1963. I shall see to it that these figures are brought to the
attention of those involved in this matter.

Further steps are Yeing taken to join up the
efforts of the villagers at Boughton, Harbledown, Bridge, lydden,
Temple Ewell and Kearsney; to bring pressure to bear on the Ministry
of Transport regarding the unsatisfactory road safety on A2 at these
points.

The appearance of heavy car transporters on A2,
taking new cars to London, has revealed that one large foreign firm
has set up office in Dover (having previously been based in London),
and receives cars by air across the Ghannel. The cars are stored
temporarily in Dover, to receive certain adjustments and then are
carried to London. It is understood that a number of other car
transport firms are planning services from Dover to London. Since up
to 12 cars are carried in one load this would appear to be a hazard
in the narrow sections of A2 referred to above. If you would like
further information, we will see that an enquiry is made.

We would be pleased to hear of any further
thoughts on the suggestion of your Agent, that you should address the
villagers of Bridge on the matter of road safety.

Yours sincerely,




THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

mo.T. ;;;asmm Organiser : ];)HN PURCHESE, | Campaign Sec.: BRIAN A. Lewis, | %Y
S ¥ 2.5.1964 2 ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge, 1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bi-idge, .” I
Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 48¢ Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 254 ol

¥rs. I. Allworthy,
"The Choughs"™, .
41’ WIOIG. 010“, g Rl -
Canterbury, Kent. ' AR

Dear lrs. Allworthy, ‘; -

Thank you for your letter dated 28.4.1964'
where you speak of your efforts some time ago to bring a By-Pass round .
Canterbury and Bridge. The Minisiry certainly will be holding the ]

SOrFASPEMIRAR ARG POLLIaN, Thank you for your offer of help. It is : ¥
not intended to tax your limited time too hard ! At the moment we '
are sounding out people in all the six villages and sections of A2 who U3 L
are worried by the dangerous conditions. As soon as sufficient support l
has been built we are proposing to launch a six village Campaign. '
That would mean a comprehensive name, and publicity directed to all six
danger points. For example, should a march seem desirable, we would ,
launch it at Boughton, carry the people in it to Harbledown to continue Iy
the march, and so on down to Dover. This would take a complete after—
noon to accomplish and the relwtant Ministry might begin to listen after
traffic jams lasting several hours are reported to them.

For the moment, however, I will enter
you on our Supporters' file if I may, so that you receive all our
bulletins; end more information will be available in due course.

Please write to Sir Leslie Thomas if
you can. He will certainly recall your prebious correspondence, and it
will help to show the weight of public opinion.

Yours sincerely,

Jo Purchesé.

- -




. Bridge

&gn for a by-pass are worrle
about a new road safety thre f
to_the .village. Vg )
. Now that the Fiat agency haﬂ,
been transferred to Dover, hugl ‘
car trangporters are using the
A2 . And the situation is going
-',0--»’;#01:5@11. says Mr. Bryan
8. ' 1
~ '“Hach of these vehicles car-
ries between eight and 16 cars.,
At the moment only one firm is
operating the ferry service, but
we hear that shortly there will
be six of them.
" On 'top of that, T hear t,:ha,t'.I
there will soon be 23 cross-
Channel ferries operating in
every 24 hours. his, too, is
|(8oing to add to the dangers, not:
only in Bridge, but in the other
five. villages who are asking for
|something to be done.” - (5 1
The gampaigners are to write
to the Minister of Transport |
pointing out the new hazards. - l
2 e et P o S VY

BT E—
éWr Hazard FOI‘ _ f-w“--- ,

‘Organisers of the Bridge cam- ~—

'BRIDGE SAFETY |

'CAMPAIGN

To the Editor,—

I it not about time the Minis-
try of Transport ceased to pla
“cat and mouse” with the resi-
dents of Bridge and gave them
some positive statements of
official action which would make
the High Street a safer place?
It appears, however, that eight
deaths and 49 injuries over a
period of flve years does not
ﬁstify a% ifon from the

inistry, o must, apparently,
see a massacre before they act.

With the onset of summer,
Dover expects the Continental
traffic to rise considerably, and

it can be seen that Bridge,|/

lying on the A.2 between Dover
and Cantérbury, will feel the
effects of that rise. Seven thou-
sand and seventy-four vehicles
passed through the village on a
wet weekend during April and
50 _per cent seasonal increase is
not unlikely. }

Children, and old people from
‘The Close, are ‘endangered by
traffic. coming through the vii-
lage, quite often at speeds in
excess of the 20 m.p.h. restric-
tion imposed on the road.

Considering the above facts, I
fail to see the point made by a
correspondent calling - himself
#Local Yokel,” who, in your
edition of March 26, 1964, likened
2 by-pass to'throwing old tins
into " a  neighbour’s  garden.

| Admittedly, Bridge doesn’t want |

the, traffic, because how can one
expect a road only 18ft. 6in. wide
in places to contend with heavy
traflic for which it was not de-
signed? T feel that a more
appropriate likeness to the situa-
is “bolting the stable door be-
fore the donkey escapes.”
However, I can assure “ Local

Yok_el " that I did take “his
advice to plant “your taters on
Good Friday.”

. . ANGRY YOUNG MAN.
K& s-s?‘h___- .

lof Boughton,
| Bridge, Lydden, Kesarsn

4 living:

To the Editor,—

‘Clir. A. J. Ross, at a publie
meeting held at Bridge on April
4, suggested that -the villagers
Harbledown,

ey and
Temple Ewell should combine in
their efforts to achieve safer
road conditions on the A2 be-
tween Brenley @ Corner and
Dover.
The Bridge By-Pass Campaign

| welcomed this suggestion, and

as a move towards creating an

|A2 GROUP .which could pene-

trate the monumental sloth of
the Ministry of Transport with
an increased weight of publie

in the mnamed
danger spots to communicate
with the organisers of the
Bridge By-Pass Campaign at the
address printed at the foot of
this letter.

The A2 GROUP will ensure
that the present Minister, and
any subsequent holder of the
office, will be acutely aware of
the road dangers that exist and
are increasing in these Kentish
villages. There is a great deal
being.said about road safety at
the moment, here is something
that your readers can do.

JOHN PURCHESE.
Rosebank,

High Street,
ridge, ®.&.
Canterbury. WM S by

opinion, now appesals to anyone
i traffic -

=

‘To penetrate
the sloth of

o b i 0

- Ministry”
TILLAGERS at Bridge, near |
Canterburfy. wbho “ﬁ: |
campaigning for a by-pass to
cut gceidents on- the London-
Dover A2, are creating am|
“A2 Group.”
Mr, John Purchese, of Rose-
bank, -High Street, Bridge,
told the KENT MESSENGER
on Wednesday that their
move followed a suggestion
from County Councillor Mr.
A. J. Ross that the people of
Boughton, Lydden, Harble-|
down, Bridge, Kearsney and
Temple Ewell, should unite
in their efforts to get safer
conditions on the A2 between

Brenley Corner and Dover.
Said Mr. Purchese, “The A2
Group could penetrate p
monumental sloth of thel
Ministry of Transport with |
an increased weight of public
opinion.
“The A2 Group will ensure |
that the presen; Minister, and |
any subsequent holder of the |
office, will be actually aware
of the road dangers tha
exist and are increasing in|
these Kentish villages." 21

) h |
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Committee.

The Rectory,
Bishopsbourne,

&

ardous road. respol
bility for their children thus
comes that of the Education
May I say that in my opinion
only the careful rosd training
|of the children and the skilled |
{driving of the heavy Ilorries
which come along the road from
| Bridge to Bishopsbourne have |
prevented serious accidents oc-

curring.

'So I was glad to read that
| ronsiderastion is to be given to
{the matter again,
| parents object to is not so much
the distance as th

L. F. GEDDES
(Rector of Bishopsbourne).

BRIDGE BY-PASS
CAMPAIGN

To the Editor,—

It would eppear the .
l_&:.nistry of 'J.‘?;nsport tlmt.l\:ee
little, if eny, interest
plight of the residents of
I say this advisedly in
the fact thet sfter two months
they have not replied to a batch
etters written to them on the
subject, and 2lso the fact that
they did not send a represente-
tive (as they were invited) to a
meeting following the Eester

|of 1

Sunday mearch,

Two conclusions ean be drawn
from this situstion: First, thet
they have no interest, and/or
second, that they are unsable to

do anything,

Toking the first point, T think
thet the Ministry heve made their
5 ettitude quite - |
?L.rent. On the secondqpoiht?pl

eel thot their honds are only
tied by the “raq tepe” surround-
ing their necident
| which would probably
Bridge were |

“laisser-faire”

places such as,
by-passed.

Heving stated m i

 state Y supposition
of the officia] ottitude, Ic?tpn:e set
out the conditions o -

under which . an

number of people are living in }

the village,

The High Street is part of the ||
‘rt 3

tndon—Dover A2 ro'iad, (v’fh'l'gg

| 8til] corries s high percentage

J 1 treffic, which, 1|

might add, passes through the ||

of Continenta

restricted ares a

hazards,

f road safety |-

i ig S ; ]
excess statutory 30“1:?:.1]:.11{&1]’.\1’2:
only does ‘speed
but they are
the width of the r

6ins. wide in plac
ts winding mtufe%i as fze!l‘ as_

sponsibility to improve it. -
oy A N

—

Ishopie ] n . T .

wena | Six Motorists Fined
| six motorists were fined - for
;geedlng through Bridge on May
n

radar trap.

(41 m.ph),

] ;n.p.h.),j?. 46 K&

crossing the High Street, in pealk’
times particulerly, is something
of an adventure which can be
dengerous if undertaken by the
very young and the elderly, not
to mention women with prams.
In due course this danger will
increase because the population
is not static. New housing
estates will house more young
families, as well as the elderly,

consideration. !

The L ondon-Continental
traffic has of late started to con-
stitute motor car transporters,
in addition to lorries, buses,
coaches, etc. In certain parts of
the road mentioned above it is
difficult, owing to the camber
of the road, for 8ft.-wide
“double-deck’ buses to pass,
end for a main trunk road this
is an absurd situation.

Although wvou may have seen
the Ministry's “carnage” list of
villages on the trunk roads in
Kent, I feel that Bridge's posi-
tion on that list does not reflect

Are eight deaths and 49 in-
juries in five years not ‘a
sufficient toll for a piece of road
300 yards long? Or does it have
to be that more lives have to be
ruined or completely destroyed
for the sake of official compla-
cency ? ) :
I feel that every responsible
person, irrespective of political
convietion, who knows the truth
of the situation, should assist
the Campaign by writing to the
Ministry representing the situa-
tion in the strongest possible
terms., It can be #£dded that
denth is 25 distasteful to us as it
is to them, and their physical
remoteness from the situation in
no wav diminishes their re-

5, by St. Augustine’s magis- | those go b
trates at Canterbury on Wed- || vided §vlth transport. There re-| = 5

well find himsel
a child. May we
fore that occurs?

esday. The court was told that
they were caught in a Folice
s

-| _They were: Denis Moat, of 23
l Shipman Avenue, Canterbury (43
m.p.h.), £5: Arnold G. Fairbeard,
| of 2 Selling Cottages, Adisham
|| (42 m.p.h.), £4; Andrew R. And- |stretches where the road winds,
|jerson, of 119 Marshall Road,
.| Rainham _ £5;
, | Leonard Hutchinson, of 47 Pel-
| |ham ~Road, Gravesend (41 |bend near Bridge has a false
. {m.p.h.), £5: Michael J. Bottom- |camber. ° : §
‘|ley, of 109 St. Andrew Road, | Even an experienced driver,
Coulsden, Surrey (43 m.p.h.), £5; |unfamiliar with that stretch,
and David A. Morgan, of 34 [can be caught out—and might
1 Nursery Road, Meopham (44

who do, of course, need special |/

the true gravity of the situation. !

'no reason, therefore, why specia
facilities could not be grovidedi-
for Bishopsbourne children, if|
thought necessary. A rather|
larger bus is all that is needed.
~As it is, all children going to|-
secondq.ry schools and some of |-
ng to Bridge are pro-

‘main a group aged from five to
11 who do not qualify. In the
not-too-distant past, all these
children would have gone to
school in Bishopsbourne itself.
Now they have to walk along a
road with two dangerous

the low banks are still high
enough to hide a small. chﬁd
from a driver's view and the

Continued in next column.

| It thus becomes apparent that |

Gl
=8
|
@

WALK TO SCHOOL

|| To the Editor,— {

Is it not typical that the Rev. |
L. F. Geddes, Rector of Bishops- |
bourne, has to' take up cudgels
on behalf of the children forced
to go along dangerous sections
of road on foot to Bridge
School? Authority appears to
care so little about rosd safety
that one despairs.

The Ministry of Trensport has
failed to , answer nezarly 100
letters that were sent by Bridge
residents at Eostertime, al-
though the receipt of these
letters was eacknowledged by
card, It has to be assumed that
these gentlemen are busily en-
gaged in attending to their
Minister's latest folly—the re-)
laxation of restrictions as to size
of commercizl vehicles, so that
bigger and better juggernauts
can roar through the 18th’
Century lanes of Kent.

The County Council and the
Rural District Council are at
least discussing the road prob-
lem of A2, but one scans the
local newspapers in vain for
‘|eomment from our Member of
Parliament. Shortly, a deputa-
| tion from Bridge will be deliver-
ing an aide-memoire to the
Minister of Tronsport, through
"|tha offices of Sir Leslie Thomas,

M.P. :

- JOHN PURCHESE. |
.IRosebank, TR
\ Bl'iliarh Street,; o vl anuad: A
ridge, A P
1 K L] b'?'_“ L Ny o 4 '::o;- - )&f

.

their children we

no such fantastic sug
been put forward by
tion Authorities,
is irrelevant.

The Rectory,
Bishopsbourn K&

=t °
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¢ THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN 3

‘Organiser: John P&rchese, "Rosebank", High Street, Bridge. (Bridge 485).
Campaign Secretary: Brian A. Lewis, 1 Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge.

&

Dear Supporter,

The first Campaign traffic census was carried out on Saturday 18th April
and Sunday 19th April, 1964. This was a dull wet weekend, ruling out
excessive holiday traffic., The results were as follows:-

NORTH ~ To Canterbury. SOUTE - To Dover. %

HI Private Comm. Heavy Comm. Private Comm. . Heavy Comm. e
3=-4p.m. 304 29 =17 306 34 7 6387 S
4=5p.m, 255 28 8 261 2/ 23 19T A
5-6p.m. 257 25 7 312 32 /A 637 T
6=~7p.m. 227 20 4 203 22 3 486 U
7-8p.m. 75 22 4 190 18 7 416°TR
8-9p.m. 96 Ak 5 120 16 ] 2ETRST
9-10p. m. 93 7 4 112 3 6 Py

10-11p.m. 84 9 i 94 6 2 196 Y
11-12p.m. 87 6 1 84 8 - 126
12~-la.m. 60 Hi2) - 60 /A - 136
1-2a.m. 15 - - 24 = - AE" S
2-3a.m. 6 2 - 18 = - 26 U
3-42.m. 4 - = 5 - - 9« =N
J=5a.m, 1 = = 7 - £ g D
5-6a.m. LSRR | Sia 2 7 2 - S 2l
6-7a.m, 18 3 i 13 G 3 AT
7-8a.m. 32 10 2 44, 1 7 106
8-%a.m, 40 18 1 62 21 2 14/
9-10a.m, 90 11 5 101 12 4 22
10-1la.m. 135 9 5 190 15 4 358
11-12a.m. 148 3 3 218 20 8 410
12-1p.m. 155 20 3 223 17 1 419
1-2p.m. 176 13 3 165 10 3 370
2-3p.m. 273 21 5 301 28 3 631
3=4p.m, 307 20 5 305 17 5 659
L=5p.m. 361 30 8 255 24, 4 632
5-6D. M. 330 R4 6 206 26 4 596
6-7p.m. 332 X 5 182 13 3 572
7-8p.m. 315 30 4 189 25 5 568
8-9p.m. 238 14 2 169 L 1 428

The first 24 hour period saw a total of 6,645 vehicles, from 9:0 p.m. to
9.0 p.m. however the figures are 7, 074. We would remind our supporters that
the Ministry of Transport figures quoted for 1961 were 6,700 per day at ‘peak
periods. There is a significant increase to ke seen.




CROUP X

THE (A2

M.O.FINE: HoE-1s42 ves Organiser: John Purchese, Campaign Sec.: Brian A, Lewis, E ;
'Eq ‘Rosebank’, High Street, 1, Weston Villas, High Street, .

gk 13.7.1964 ;;% Bridge. Tel. Bridge 485. Bridge. Tel. Bridge 254.
=
The Secretary, W 3
The Ministry of Transport, Lk

Southwark Street, London, S.E.l

= for circulation tos= G. Davis, BEsqe., L. Durrant, Esq., F. Samuel, Esq.,
R. Pearson, Esq., R.L. Pearce, Esq., & G.D. Hewett, BEsq. of the Div. .
Road Engineer's Dept., ref: RDL/34/6771. —

Gentlemen,

You may be somewhat puzzled by the Bridge By-Pass
Campaign blossoming in new colours, but the fact is that we were told
by a County Councillor, Mr. A.J. Ross, at our meeting in Bridge to
which you were invited, that we should broaden our scope and tackle
the A2 from Brenley Cormer to Dover. This we are now doing, and to
launch the affair along we are holding a protest march through Bridge
on Sunday July 26th. 1964, At the same time, 2,000 leaflets are
being distributed to every house on A2 from the junction of M2/A2 to
the outgjirts of Dover. Sir Leslie Thomas, M.P. for Canterbury, and
Sir John Arbuthnot, K.P. for Dover, have both been informed of these o
moves; and Sir Leslie Thomas may shortly have a document for your

Hiuister to ses. We are, of course, very sad that you have not - *
replied to any of the letters sent you by a great many people at
Eastertime, albeit you did acknowledge the letters by card; since a
number were from people who felt that you were doing all you could in -
matter of loecal road safety, and they have rather indicated since | L
that possibly the Campaign was correct in saying that the Ministry

were hardly overactive in the matter. -

At a2ll events, our reason for writing is to
ask if you have any statement you would like communicated to the
readers of our leaflets, or the supporteérs of our march. We will
gladly give you free space for your comments. I, myself, will quite
understand if comment is delayed until due consideration has been
given the points raised, but I would peoint ou% that events have a way
of outstripping preparedness. :

Yours faithfully,

. John!Purchese. I )%




THE A2 GROUP

l ELOTINNCR I o ’ﬂi Organiser: John Purchese, Campaign Sec.: Brian A. Lewis,
f ‘Rosebank’, High Street, 1, Weston Villas, High Street,
T ol 13.7.1964 Bridge. Tel. Bridge 485. Bridge. Tel. Bridge 254.

Sir John Arbuthnot, MBE, MP.,
House of Commons,
I.Iondon, S.W.l

Dear Sir,

The Bridge By-Pass Campaign has been in existence

for two years, to bring some measure of safety to the High Street
through the village through pressure on the Ministry of Transport.
At a public meeting held in Bridge at Easter, it was suggested that
we should enlarge our organisation to include the whole of the A2
from Brenley Corner to Dover. The suggestion came from Mr. A.J.
Ross, County Councillor for the district.

To launch the larger group - called "The A2
Group" we are sending out leaflets for delivery to every house on
A2 from Brenley Corner to the outskirts of Dover and are having a
second march through the village of Bridge at the same time.

Since the outskirts of Dover now become part
of the road in which we are interested we would like to ask you, as
Member for this distriet, if you have any comments at this stage on
the project. We know that you view the A2 situation in Dover as
potentially dangerous, with the increase in traffic that has already
taken place, and with the threat of further increase - especially of
heavy goods vehicles - we feel sure that you would wish that the
Ministry would act in the matter.

FORM REG. 16.

’fgnqn_-nnli.llkanfurther information, or would

ign Secretary, or myself;

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
ST. CHRISTOPHER HOUSE,

Our reference.ﬂ..(:.ﬁ....u.}..fua."lnh_lbg ‘ somw‘“f" STREET, < 2
o LONDON, S.E.1. :
Your reference nm...l.‘s.‘:!._lsq_.,_ Jobd B -

The Secretary acknowledges receipt of your letter

dated.... 134~ ‘juj A (i with enclosure(s), which is

receiving attention.

M720108 888
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Sk THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN |

|
{ i o] Organiser: JouN PuRcHESE, Campaign Sec.: BR1AN A, Lewis, i
|

" pate. . 13.7.1964 ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge, 1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge, . JL_
: Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 48¢ Canterbury, Kent, Bridge 254 |
L 4
Sir .M. Thomas, NBE, TD, NP., | %
House of Commons, =
mm' S.W.l =
|
Dear Sir,

At the suggestion of Councillor A.J. Ross we are
now enlarging the Scope of the Bridge By-Pass Campaign to cover the
whole of A2 from Brenley Corner to Dover, and are changing the name
of the organisation to "The A2 Group". -

To launch this venture we are arranging for -
leaflets and cards to be delivered to every house on A2 from the e
¥2 junction to the outskirts of Dover, and have naturally written
%o Sir John Arbuthnot, Member for the Dover Division, explaining |
what we are doing. To get the matter going in Bridge, we are due g
to hold another march on July 26th, at which an aide~-memoire to |
the Minister will be signed &y as many supporters as we may
conveniently have on the march. This document we propose to pass ‘ iy
to you, as our Member of Parliament, for onward transmission to -
the Minister with whatever comments you may feel the situation

demands. This move, we feel sure, will help you in your
contact with the Ministry on the subject ~ and we look forward to
hearing of any success you have in your negotistions.

Thanking you for your interest, L .
Yours faithfully,

e

John |Purchese. -




From: 8Sir Leslie Thomas, MBE, TD, MF.

FHouge of Commons,

ZLondon, 5.08.1

15th July 1964

Nea. S

Thank you for your letter advising me of the
change of name of the organisation. I think it is
a very good idea and you are much more likely to get
something done if you approach the probtlem of the A,2
as a whole from Brenley Corner to Dover.

I have already béen in touch with the Ministry
from this particular point of view and will continue

to press them.
7%(0‘“"“"%
prm—

ale (D

John Purchese, &sq.,
Rosebank,

High Street,

Bridge.
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i ~ From: Sir John Arbuthnot, Bt., M.B.E., T.D., M.P. Lot |
T %' ﬁ\\ ‘1 Y.
| B E o Bouge of Conmons,
- |
N London, H.WWU.1 [
L wK
15th July 1964 B o Y
Thank you for your letter of 13th July about £ 2
the Bridge By-pass Campaign. As you will apore- .
ciste, this is not in my Constituency, but rather I =%

in that of Sir Leslie Thomss.

Naturally I am interested in the improvement o !
of the A.2., road in so far as it affects my | 2 $
Constituency, and I do keep in close touch with
the Ministry sbout it. If Mr. Thomas is taking -
any sction, no doubt he will let me know. b

Rosebank,
High Street,
Bridge,
Kent.

G
J. Purchese, Esq., U/h /QJLMﬁ““FQ ' ' T
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13.7.1964

R.D. Lemon, Esq.,

Chief Constable of Kent,
P.0. Boxm 11'

Police Headquarters,
Sutton Road, Maidstone.

104/50/48.

Dear 8ir,

The Bridge By-Pass Campaign mentioned to Sgt. Reid
of Bridge that it would like to have a march through the village on July
26th. 1964, and in consequence a most helpful Inspector from Aylesham
called to see me last Saturday. He explained that he undsrstood that
the Campaign wished to march through the village, and then proceed to
Canterbury, Hawk Lane, to hand in a document.

I was able to give rather more detail, saying that
the intention was to march through the village from the lay-by at the
northern end to the Church, and then return. The body of the procession
was then %o break up, and a small group of 8 continue down to Canterbury.
Apart from the usual set of banners we intended having no vehicles taking
part, but were indduding a bed (and dummy ocecupant) representing the
Ministry of Transport asleep to the dangers at Bridge.

Your Inspector then left to obtain a firm decision
concerning this modification, and was kind enough ‘to return later to say
that 1t was regretted that the small group continuation to Canterbury

dould not-be allowed. All this is quite clear, and I would like to say at

- once how very helpful the Police have been in all matters concerning the

Campaign. All that I wish to ask now is: can the small group
8. embuss on a wvehicle in the lay-by and proceed by road to Hawk Lane ? or
b. not travel under any circumstances to hand in the letter %o Sir Leslie

]
homas . offige; It is merely that I want to be quite clear as to
what is ‘disallowed. Naturally, we shall instantly obey whatever you
suggest, as this has always been a group seeking to remedy what it sees
as a bad situation by demooratic means, and this does not allow any form
of oivil disobediance. f
{

Yours faithfully,
‘\': g ~\-€_.':.'A-~..-4\-(
John {Purchese.

L S e e
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Purches deplores
imtude_-'e' ﬁﬂ_g: 'oﬂt;"‘ to

' h dangerous course of -the

A2 through Bridge. )
Your anonymous correspon-

dent, A. N, Other, also complains

of the same hlg'h t

gests that action should

grespective of politica
on.

In a democratic society such

1 conviq-

as our own, “authority is, of|
course, ourselves, and we are all |
responsible, through our elected |

representatives, for “authority.”

Unfortunately, .
only have the opportunity of
electing our representatives or
“ guthority” from one of the
three major political parties.
Thus, I am afraid that . the
reasons for the present traflic
problems in Bridge and the
answers to them are political
ones.

Bridge’s elected authority in |’
the question of trunk roads is ||

the Member of Parliament, and
the citizens of Bridge must
surely esk themselves if their
member has pursued the matter

with a sufficient sense of respon- ||
sibility and .urgency. If ' they |

consider that their M.P. has not
done his duty in safeguarding
their vital interests, then they
must either bring pressure to
bear upon their M.P., to force

him to so do: or, they must |
seek to have that member re-|

- placed. ik .
The fact is that the motor in-
dustry has been encouraged to

expand violently over the past |

10 years without any Govern-
mental consideration being given
to the accommodstion of its
products. Faster and ‘bigger
cars and lorries have been pro-
duced in ever-increasing guanti-

ties with little comparative in- |
crease in roads and road safety [

measures.

That Bridge is only one 1
symptom of a tragic national ill- |:

ness does not detract from the
fact that Bridge's problem must
be dealt with immediately.
Nationally we must implement
the Crowther and Buchanan pro-
posals and segregate pedestrians
and traffic as a matter of great

urgency. The alternative is rapidly ||

increasing slaughter on the
roads and complete chaos in ou
cities. i
i TED MOSS 1
(Prospective Liberal Parlia-
mentary Candidate, Canter-
bury Division). -

Apple Tree Cottage,
Petham. &7 b

. but 'sug- |-
be taken |

we generally |
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{No M2 eﬁfenéion
to Dover

The Minister of Transport, asked
about extending the M2 to Canter-

“I have no such plans.” In a
written Commons answer Mr.|
Marples said: “Beyond Brenley
Corner the A2 will be progressively

improved as ‘a ftrunk road as
priorities and funds permit.”
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Bulletin No. '5. : . 20th Julj', 1764.

THE  BRIDGE _BY_PASS CAMPAIGH

ge 485).

Organisers John Purchese, "Rosebank", High Streect, Bri?gs. (Brl?ge
- 4 1 T 1Te o >
Campalgn Scc.: Brian A. Lewis, 1 Weston Villas, High Strect, Bridge.

Dear Supporter,

You will recall that Councillor A. J. Ross said at the public me
held in Bridge at Eastertime, that the Campaign would carry more weig
it concerned itself with the A2 from Brenley Corner to Dover. It s
first sight an odd way to campaign for road safety in Bridgze, but on
.reflection we realise the wisdom in the advice and have made arrancements
accordingly to seek for support over a much wider area - althouzh our first
concern is Bridge.

A very large distribution of leaflets and cards will be taking p
soon, with eyvery house on A2 from the Motorway to Dover receiving cooi
Ihe Member of Parliament for Dover, as well as our own Member, has be
notified of these moves, and we hope to let you know what response there has
been in our next bulletin.

In the meantime, to remind the Ministry of Transport that there is a
problem at Bridge, we are organising a small march through the village for
Sunday, 26th July, at 3 p.m., meeting at the lay-by. This march will be

4]

quicker than the one at Baster since there will be no wvshicles. We would
ask all our supporters, specially those who have indicated their willingness
to take part in such activities, to turn out for an hour on Sunday, 26th July.
Pclice permission has been given for the march, and we have indicated that
there will be no more this year.

one "gimmick", We would repeat our comments made just before the Easter
march, that "gimmicks" are unfortunately necessary if the press and television
are to notice and report these marches; and it is the reporting of the marches
that strengthens our hand in discussions with the Ministry.

It is worth mentioning that there will be only banners on this march, and

We have requested answers from the Ministry for those pecple who wrote to
them at Baster and who have heard nothing since. We do appreciate all the
help, specially financially, for the Campaign; and we would be very pleased to
hear from any supporters who have queries.

Thank you very much for your belp; please help if you can by attending
the march on Sunday, 26th July.

Yours faithfully,

Brian A. Lewis & John
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1E Minister of Transport, Mr. Ernest Marples,

on Friday dealt a body blow to those who were
hoping for the lessening of danger to life and limb
on the A2 between Brenley Corner and Dover.

A ol WA -0

Asked about extending the
M2 to Canterbury and then
Dover, Mr. Marples, in a writ-
ten Parliamentary reply, said
“I have no such plans.

“Beyond Brenley Corner the
A2 will be progressively im-
proved as a trunk road as
priorities and funds permit.”
; The M2 is linked to the
A2 by a high-level round-
about at -Brenley. .

- CONGESTED

Thousands of cars pour off
the motorway on to the nar-
row and congested A2, head-
ing for the Channel ports of
Dover and Folkestone.

day With a plan to leave leaf-
lets and cards at EVERY

house along the road from
the M2 to Dover. <
They announced another |
protest march through Bridge, 1
near Canterbury, on Sunday |
at 3 pm. U i

John ~Purchese, both of'
Bridge, told the KENT!

: GER “We are ap-|
‘pealing for support from all |
those living along the A2
who know how dangerous
the road now is and who
wish to do somethingrabouti
it. : 7

Mr. Brian Lewis and Mr. '

The A2 Group, whe are| “you know how, apart from |
campaigning for safety mea- | officia] statistics, there: are;
sures along its whole stretch|dozens  of _ near-accidents’
from the motorway junction every week — cars overtaking

|| to Dover, hit back on Mon-|that scrape others, cars ‘that

hit the one in front, pedes-
— |trians narrowly avoiding
death because of speeding
lorries, and unwieldy car tran-
sporters and other ' huge
vehicles brushing. the narrow
pavements in the villages,”
they said. - ; !
YILLAGES . ' ir
Mr. Purchese, one of the'
organisers of the A2 Group |
(which embraces the villages '
of - Boughton, Harbledown, |-
Bridge, Lydden, Temple -Ewell,
and Kearnsey) has first-hand
knowledge of what “can’ hap-
pen on the “road of death”, |
Last year he sent the Mini- |
stry of Transport two photo- |
graphs. One showed the Arch-
bishop _of Canterbury (Dr,
Michael Ramsey) crossing the
High Street, Bridge, for the
||induction of a new vicar, -

The vicar led the way, and
two policemen attended to
.| see the Primate safely across,

The second photograph was
of a wall knocked down in
the High Street by a lorry.
The driver chose to hit the |
‘|wall “rather than the village |
‘| constable’s wife and child who

{

]

S

e

| were walking along the pave- |
‘a foot or two away.” |

b
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Bridge By=-Pass Campaign : The A2 Group

T
LAWPATEN

DEAR READER,

The Bridge By-Pass Campaign was formed two years ago
to bring to the notice of the Ministry of Transport the
dangerous situation at Bridge on the A2, where the traffic
had been building up for years and where the opening of M2
could mean traffic chaos. For the past year the Campaign
has been publicly pressing the Ministry to take action in the
matter, taking its own traffic census to show the increase in
traffic, and suggesting ways of preventing accidents.

At a public meeting held in April this year, a County
Councillor advised the Campaign to spread its activities to
the whole of A2, from Brenley Corner to Dover—and this
is what we are now doing.

The Bridge By-Pass Campaign is now called “The A2
Group”, and we are appealing for support from all those
living along the A2, who know how dangerous the road now
1s.and who wish to do something about it. You know, how
apart from official statistics, there are dozens of near-accidents
every week; cars overtaking that scrape others, cars that hit
the one in front, pedestrians narrowly avoiding death because
of speeding lorries, and unwieldy car transporters and other
huge vehicles brushing the narrow pavements in the villages.

Yours faithfully,

BRIAN A. LEWIS, JOHN PURCHESE

PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE, ROSEBANK HIGH ST. BRIDGE.
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8ir L.M. Thomas, NBE, TD, NP.,

House of Commons,
London, S.W.l

Dear Sir, ‘

A number of your constituents have this day
signed an aide-memoire to the Minister of Transport, the Right Hon.
Ernest Narples, MP., reminding him of the decrease in road safety
through the village of Bridge. , :

The A2 Group would be most grateful if you
would act on behalf of the village in your Division, by forwarding
this document through the appropriate channels to the Minister.
Possibly at the same time, you would wish to point out to the

Minister that the A2 Group now views the whole of A2 from Brenley

Corner to Dover as most dangerous, and in view of the Minister's
recent statement that he proposes to do nothing towards relieveing
the situation also add that the Group sees no justification in hid
optimistic inaction. They feel he is asleep to the needs of the
situation. : ;

Yours faithfully,
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IHE (A2] GROUP

M.O.T. REF: HGP-13-42 068 Organiser : John Purchese, Campaign Scc.: Brian A, Lewis, !

‘Rosebank’, High Street, 1, Weston Villas, High Street,
DATE: 26 .7.1964 i Bridge. Tel. Bridge 48¢. Bridge. Tel. Bridge 254. a
Hiii —
The Right Honourable Ernest Marples, M.P.,

The Ministry of Transport, ' , ¥
Southwark Street, London, S.E.l e ;
Dear Sir, : 1
Those appending their signatures to this letter wish 'T

“ to remind you of the decreasing road safety at the village of Bridge -
on A2 caused by the increase in traffic due to the opening of M2, and i
by the increase in heavy goods vehicles through a High Street suitable
only for 19th. century light horse traffic.

) We urge you to examine this problem afresh, and ACT §
S/f Yours faithfully,
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For action write to:-

M. P, for Canterbury: Sir L. M, Thomas, MBE, TD, MP,

House of Commons, London, S.W.1

M. P. for Dover: Sir John Arbuthnot, MBE, mP,

Or:  The Secretary, The Ministry of Transport,

Quote M. of T. ref: HGP [14 /42 [068

House of Commons, London, S.W.1

Southwark Street, London, S.E.1

PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE. ROSEBANK HICH ST. BRIDGE.

|
|
|§
I

[ TBAILY MAL A7 - ja b

Asleep i

Mr. Marples arrived in New- |

| ark last night to open the hy- |

pass and -went to bed early in

| “his ‘hotel.

Earlier he had been criticised
for “ sleeping  over another by-
pass. - Protest marchers at
Bridge, near Canterbury, who
are demanding a by-pass for
their village, carried banners |
saying : |

“ The Minister of Transport
is asleep to our needs.”

And they pushed a bed with a

. dummy Mr. Marples in it.

In Southern England thous- |
ands of motorists enjoyed the |
hottest weekend this year. .

what you like
t English villages,
re not hasty., Not

Places that
ichanged much in
f”iuries don’t fly off
~fle for nothing.

‘makes the Strange
f Bridge all the

t1s a village of 700
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#4'A2. Going through
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%'1s in places all of
%Zle. And the traffic
ops day or night.

Ajeekend, however, it

villagers
agitators ?

{and John Purchese,
nd technieian, father
Jbildren.

March

R. LEWIS began

thinking about Bridge

and its traffic a couple

of years ago ' when he was
hit by a passing ear.

“Not knocked down. you

understand,” he says. “Just

nudged. It nappex_ls here all

the time.™

Not everyone is so lucky.
Bridge has had eight killed,
49 injured, in five years.
~ John Purchese came into
it because he had five
children who had to run the

for an

answer
marched w |th _banners.
Traffic was halted. And older
villagers wanted to know why
they hadn't been invited.

“Then we put “a letter
through every village door,

with a card for a reply saying

if they would help. All these
did,” said Mr. Lewis, flipping
through a thick card index.

Grumble

T has not been all easy.

The man in the 500-

year-old - White Horse
inn spoke with the volce of
villagers everywhere when
he said: “People not been
here five minutes, trying to
change things. .. .”

In fact, Mr. Lewis has
lived in Bridge all his life,
but since he is only 20 that
makes him a newcomer by
village standards. And Mr.
Purchese has been there
only four years, and before
then he lived all of three
miles away. . . .

A by-pass would cost at
least £1 million, and
(though the Ministry is too
polite to point this out) a
million* would probably buy
up Bridge entirely.

But Bridge is determined to
keep up a steady drip, drip,
drip which they hooe will
wear the stony Ministry
down.
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It was an odd day too for

some of the holiday-makers,
ANGRY villagers at Bridge,

Kent, held up two miles of

- cars on the A2 Dover ro
They marched through the |

narrow main street

banners

A bowl l'].ll‘.
owler-. ted figur
, trux;dled




: Sir Leslie Thomas, MBE, TD, MP,

Bouse of Commons,
Iﬂnhﬂno 60@.1

-

29th July 1964

Thank you for your letter of 26th July
on behalf of the A2 Group. I have forwarded
this to the Minister of Transport.

I have studied the signatures with
interest and should be grateful if you could
let me know how many of those who have appended
signatures are school children.

L/M /0 s ety
/
Z\h‘-—i (ETeS

John Purchese, Esqg.,
Rosebank,

High Street,

Bridge.

-

e UEOR SEVISEES o
! : :

~—




T AT
Bridge Traffic
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~ Problem

| Minister Seeks
 Improvement

The Minister of Transport
(Mr. Ernest Marples) is con-
sidering what he can do to im-
prove the main Canterbury-
|Dover road through Bridge
|before he tackles the whole
|Broblem of the A2, Bridge-
|

lean Rural District Council
| were told on Wednesday.

| . The Road and Home Safety
|{Committee reported that Can-
|[terbury’s M.P., Sir Leslie
|Thomas, had asked a question
{lin Parliament as to when the
A2 was likely to be improved
|and when Bridge was likely to
be by-passed.

. The Minister had replied that
lhe could not say when the
/|schemes on the length of the A.2
||concerned could be found a
{{place in the road programme
| gut, in the meantime, he was
considering ‘what other
|measures could be taken to im-

prove conditions through the
||village of Bridge.

[ 0 = : z T

The Council agreed to thank
8ir Leslie—and to ask him to en-
quire of the Minister what
“other meagsures” he had
mind. y g

The Clerk (Mr. I. F. Soilleux)
sald that a suggestion that a
pedestrian crossing near Wes-
tern Avenue, Bridge, should be
reinstated was being considered
by the County ouncil and
Bridge Parish Council had
decided to finstall trunk road
Class “ A" lighting through the
main street.

The Council also agreed to a
proposal by Clir. H. . Price
that Kent County Council be
asked to consider providing
double white lines between the
Red Lion and the junction with
the road to Bourne Park.

WoanlCisds GruAel (7. 'bng

containing a figure suggesting a sleeping Minister of Transport, residents of

in |

est days of the summer they suc-
ceeded In holding up traffic
speeding towards a Continental
holiday.

About 35 took part in the de-
monstration, designed as an
“aide-memoire” to the Minister
of Transport; to jolt his memory
in case he has forgotten Bridge’s
claim for a by-pass.

And the Right Honourable
Minister was parodied in the pro-
cession. A bed was pushed along
the street. In it was a figure
sporting a black bowler and
rolled umbrella. A poster pro-
claimed, “The Minister is asleep
to our needs.”

As the procession made its
snail’s - pace way through the
narrow main street, queues of
cars stretched either side of the
village.

Said Mr. John Purchese: “We
have backed this up with a lefter
to the Minister. which we are

| s

- Bridge held on “aide-memoire” demonstration on Sunday.

A2 Group Planned

The villagers of Bridge were [ asking Sir
| on the march again on
On one of the hottest and busi-

Leslie Thomas to de-

Sunday. | liver on our behalf”

The demonstration was a cur-
tain raiser to the next step for-
ward in the village's fight to re-
move traffic hazards on the A2 |

Steady Pressure s

At a public meeting
village a few months ago, Clir. A,
J. Ross suggested they would .do |
better fo get the whole“of the
A2 from Brenley Corner to Dover |
interested in improvements. :

And this is what Bridge is
now doing. It is forthing the “A2
Group,” designed ta keep up a
steady pressure on the Ministry
of Transport for the*extension of |
the M2. ]

Next weekend over 2,000 leaf-
lets and forms go out to every-
body who faces on to the A2 be-
iween Brenley Corner and Dover.
It asks them if they "are inter-
ested In pressing fof improve-
ments and if they are ready fto
take part in demonstrations and
lobbying.

Says the letter from Mr. Pur-
chese: “In the long run the life
you save by your actions may be
Yyour own.” i




PIPE-SMOKING JOHN PURCHESE, one of the organisers of the A2 Group,
leads the protest march along the race-track A2-at Bridge,__ !

Keanke ptmtanges 21-7- ot

Bridge Protest Marchers

beved Exprim
T
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BED HOLDS UP TRAFFIC ‘ [ UNDREDS Bt

nada.
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were held up on

the London-Dover A2
road near Cauu_;{iiury
on Sunday afternoon pres
by a BED. e 0

It was pulled on a trolley
along Bridge High Street by |
members of the A2 ,G’I‘Q!flp.
who are campai g “for
safety measures ﬁongs 20
miles of the trunk road be-
tween Brenley Ceorner and
Daver. "-'.“ g

In the bed was & recum-
bent dummy represénting
the Minister of Transport,
Mr. Ernest Marples. A notice
board read “The M.OT. is
asleep - to our needs.,™

One of the demands of
the A2 Group has been the -
extension of the M2 to by- -
pass Canterbury and Bridge.
Last week, Mr. Marples re- =
jected the idea in a written
parliamentary reply. =

Mr. John Purchese, one
of the organisers of the A2
Group, told a KENT MES-.
SENGER.  reporter ' after
Sunday’s protest mareh
with the bed. “It was most *
successful. There were 50
cars at a time held up ab !
each end of Bridee,

Letter to M.P.

“Now I am going to the
Conservative headquarters -
in Canterbury to deliver a
letter addressed tothe M.P.,
Sir Leslie Thomas.™ f

COMPLETE WITH UMBRELLA AND BOWLER, a dummy representing Both before and after the
Mr. Marples s pulled in its bed through Bridge High Street, near Canter- march on Sunday cars and =
: o bury, on Sunday. ~ lorries poured through =
St : Bridge—and through all the
other villages on the A2—in }
an endless stream, o

y- Records taken by the A2 |
Group in reeent  months |
have shown that more than
6,000 vehicles pass through
narrow Bridge High Street
In a 24-hour period at week-
ends. -

Most: of them have come,.
from or are ‘heading for,
the Medway Motorway,

o T S
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