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Sir L.M. Thom, m. TD. .P'
9, Hawks Lane,
Canterbury, Kent.

Deayt Sy,

Thank you for your letter of the 29th. July
acknowledging receipt of the aide-memoire to the Minister.

It is gratifying to note that you studied
the document with interest. The answer to the question in the second
paragraph of your letter is: two. The other rather shaky signatures
are those of elderly people, of which there is a number who are
frightened by the traffic through Bridge.

Yours faithfully,
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NO PLANS TO EXTEND
THE NEW MOTORWAY

Protest Marchers Out
Again At Bridge

COMPLETING THE M.2 MOTORWAY, which extends almost as far as Canterbury and then
-, comes to an abrupt halt in a roundabout at Brenley Corner, is likely to be a long, drawn out
Ptocess. Mr. Ernest Marples, the Minister of Transport, has dashed the hopes of the A.z2 Group —
8¢t up recently to campaign for improved safety measures along the narrow, congested trunk road.
= It had hoped that there was a scheme in the offing to bring the motorway through to the port
- at QOVEI, but Mr, Marples says “I have no such plans.” Hundreds of thousands of moforists travel
_at high speed along the motorway and, unsuspectingly, are channelled off into the narrow A2 to
; — = |Canterbury and Dover. : , -
1 “But the Minister says the A2 beyond Brenley Corner will b
*“ progressively improved as a trunk road as priorities and funds$
pC_I'mit.” —

The A2 Group is not letting
things rest there, however. On
Sunday there was a protest march
at Bridge and leaflets and cards
appealing for support have been
delivered to every resident along
the road.

e

Traffic Stopped

. The marchers, who-held up traffic
for over a mile, propelled a bowler-
hatted figure’in a bed representing a R e
sleeping Mr, Marples. ’ S

A'leading organiser, Mr. John Pur- |
chese, of High Street, Bridge, said
this week that members invited
everyone living along the read, from
its junction with the M2 to Dover, |
to add weight vo the Group’s efforts
to get some action. |

BEvery day, he said, there were a
raultitude of accidents, or near acei-
dents and pedestrians narrowly
escape death or serious injury. I

The narrow streets of small com-
munities such as Bridge, Lydden
and Temple Ewell—where, in some
| | places there are no pavements—
i'were totally inadequate for heayy
!| trafic, he said,

In fact, he added, the A2 was
never meant to cope with speeding
lorries, huge transporters and other
heavy vehicles. ' Official accident
statistics didn't reveal half the
story, he said, and it was time some-
thing was done,
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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT . i . =
St. Christopher House, Southwark Stréet, Loxpon S.Ef. | ¢ -
Telex: 21352 Telegrams: Transminry, London ! AN
Ihkphnw:ku%ﬂbo7ggg,gu. A

o

Our reference: _ HGP 14/1,2/068

Your reference: n. July, 196&, ut

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of the 13th July,
offering to reserve space in your pamphlet for a -
Ministry statement on the sybject of the A.2
trunk road. x>

However, I do not think this would serve any . ke
useful purpose at the present time, since we have : !
nothing to add to our previous statements on this ' ' el
matter. | EEE

As you zre already aware the A.2 will be
progressively improved beyond Brenley Corner as
priorities and funds permit. And, as we have
informed you in previous correspondence, a by-pass
of Bridge will form part of this general improvement.

Yours faithfully,

LA

R. A, Pesrson

John Purchese, Esq.,
The A.2 Group,
"Rosebank",

High Street,

Bridge,

Nr. Canterbury,
Kent.

,,,,,

This paper is suitable for Dyeline Photocopying




4’ "l ‘ ™~ : ’,t’ 27
i : . A1 w

# danger on the A2 road from Brenley Corner to
wover are to be distributed to every house along the
w2-mile etreteh from the end of the M2 motorway to

Dover, e T e

& This is the reply of the A2 | GuewsmhRer, W) iAbe
Group. ‘to Transport Minister
Marples® statement to the Com-
mons that he has no plans to
extend the motorway.

“ He 'said that beyond Bren-
ey’ Gorner the A2 will-be pro-
gressively improved as a trunk
-road ias -priorities and funds
permt’: -

“The M2 is linked to the A2
by a_ high-level roundabout at
Brepley,” between Fayersham
and Canterbury.

Thousands of cars pour off
the  motorway on to the mar-
oW, congested A2, heading for
the channel ports of Dover and
Tolkestone.

SAFETY
. Né__a.r Deaths

The A2 Group are campaign-
ingfgor safety measures along
thel:vhole stretch of 'the road
{voft the motorway junction at
Brénley to Dover,

Mr; " Brian Yewis and Mr.
- John ‘Purchase, both of Bridge,
negs: Canterbury, said: “We
are appesaling for support from
a1l those living along the A2
whoi know how dangerous the
road ‘now is and who wish to
do gomething about it.

“In  addition to recorded

crashes - there are dozens of
near-aceidents every week—
pars  scraping  others, pedes-
trinna narcowly avoiding death
su0 unwieldy car transporters
“¢xd other huge vehicles brush-
‘Gz’ the narrow pavements in
“the villages.”
... The A2 Group's Interests
include the villages of Bough-
ton, Harbledon Bridge, Lydden,
Temple Ewell and Kearsney.
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Houge of Commons,
London, SN




From the Minister
ST. CHRISTOPHER HOUSE
SOUTHWARK STREET
LONDON S.E.1

c~ 15’Novembe?, 1962.
/

You will recall your letter of 10th October enclosing
correspondence from your constituent, Mr. J. Purchese of
"Hosebénk", High Street, Bridge, and the petition concerning
the proposed by-pass of Bridge.

I am fully aware that improvements in road conditions at
Bridge are very desirable, and I have much sympathy with
those who think that something further should be done soon

to improve matters there, especially in summer. If Bridge

were one of only a few cases in the country to be considered

I could, of course, help more quickly than I can

promise to do. I know you will appreciate that

many really pressing schemes demanding attention

forced to work to a system of priorities. Only

can I be sure that the money made avail to me by

iament for rozd works is put to the very best effect

country's interest as a whole. e could only be

out of dits proper place in the guei t the expense of t1

and even more necessary scheme elsewhere, The priori rive

to a particular s¢heme must, in the end be a matter of gme

and that responsibility rests with me. I must say then, but
P R i L moamd Pid dha il Adnoe af oo
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am interested in the

MEANS DANGER ! EEoAy .

ie fully informed.
* 1964 is General Election Year. For the Electorate’s would b willing'
benefit this leaflet details each Party’s official proposals

ke an active interest.

for Bridge High Street road safety. Conservative, et ke i ]

Liberal and Labour statements appear overleaf.

ick as required, complete

1d address, and post back

PUBLISHED BY JOHN PURCHESE. ROSEBANKE HIGH ST. BRIDGE

: The narrow, winding main

: ° street, part of the A2 trunk
i ﬁooht road, is used by Dover-bound
. l aO'e S eps up traffic. It has become heavier
b 3 b recently because drivers have

been using the M2 route}

{or sater High Street |uime ™ S

In its cirenlar, headed Bridge
Means Danger! tha gronp sets onk
the thres local political partiea®

WHAT price do you put on life? Ti}!lt is the ‘questiun on an envelope being cir- | ¥/ oo e published by 37-
culated by a group of people at Bridge, near Canterbury. vear-old Mr. John Purchese, who

i sonine for a bv-pass i - ast spe restrictions lives at Rosebank, in Bri =y
The group is campaigning for a b)-_pflb:, at Bridge, or at least speed restrictions or R T Doy mmlg;'igﬁei n} 21‘ ,
other measures to make the High-st. safer. 3 Fa b; La “by-pass. for solt)l;edtime. e
e 3 . ing considered at the moment, but fan ever-growing ban of helpers.,
KEWTan EXRRESS -4 04 they cannot go ahead until the . They haye seen too oftenl:;hg in-
Government reaches a _decision Juries and deaths resulting from
about the Chagnel Tunnel. vehicles speedigg through the wil-|
Mr. George Cobbett, prospective [lags. Cars swoop down one hill
Tabour Parliamentary candidate {into Bridge and accelerate to climb
for Canterbury, says the situation the hill on the other side, i
is bound to become mare dangeroas The campaign secrstary ia 20-
fhecanse of the increasing traffic, '¥ear-old Hrian Lewis, who lasg|
He says that until a by-pass ja ¥ear organised a protest march
eventually built more must be done through the village,
to make the village safer. Conservative view is given hy Sipe
Mr. J. H. Stewart, chairman of leslie 'Thomas. M.P. for Canter-
the local-Liberals, says thew would ‘hﬂ!_'.r. He says two achet‘;lps are ba-
press for the highest priority to ba -~ e et
given to the project. 1




THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

REF; HGP-14-42-068

Organiser: JOHN PURCHESE, Campaign Scc.: BR1AN A, Lewis,
= 3,2.1964 ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge, 1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge, I
Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485 Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 254 L

The Minister of Transport, k-
St. Christopher House, : ?
Southwark Street, T
London, S.E.l |

Dear Mr. Marples,
I apologise for writing directly to you, =
but I feel that the body of this letter will explain my action. I
should add at once that I do not propose to write directly to you
again, and that I sincerely hope that you will have a sight of this 1t

b You, Sir, are aware of the road situation
in Bridge. Sir Leslie Thomas, lember of Parliament for the Canterbury ; g
Division, has been in correspondence with you on the subject several ‘ '\
times. You may not be awre of the following. I enclose pamphlets I ‘
which I believe indicate the extent to which a very large body of F
people is disatisfied with the road conditions in Bridge High Street. :
Although three different political bodies are represented in the f
leaflet, they unanimously condemn the danger in the village. This

collective opinion should disenchant your Hinistry th% the thought

that this campaign lacks weight of public opinion. u

Over a period now of two years I have Y
written to your ¥inistry on the subject, and have collected the views :
of five of your officials - who answer my letters in random order.

In 1963 I wrote four letters - scarcely an arduous number to which %o
reply — but have not yet had the pleasure of an answer 10 my letter
dated 28.12.1963. (I enclose a copy in case the original is mislaid).
I wonder, Sir, if you could indicate to your offigials that a calendar
month should be a sufficient period of gestation for a reply, and that
the answer should relate to my letter. ;

If I may, I will end my letter with the

paragraph with which I end all correspodence to your Ministry. It is

more to the point now than when it was first coined two years ago.
I shall quite understand if comment is

delayed until due consideration has been given the pointgs raised, but 3
I would like to point out that events have a way of outsitripping
preparedness. Yours faithfully,

Enc.: Leaflets & Copy of
letter dated 28.12.'63.




MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
St. Christopher House, Southwark Street, LONDON SE.]
Telegrams: Transminry London Telex
Telephone: WATerloo 7999, ext. 2400,

Our reference: HGP 14/42/068

Your reference:

|| FPebruary, 1964.

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 3rd February about the traffic conditions on
trunk road A.2 at Bridge.

Now that a firm decision has been made on the form that the cross-Channel link
will take, _ We can now re-examine the planning of the road patterm required in
east Kent, Any plans which are made must include provisions for by-passes, in
one form or another, of villages and towns on A,2 where the highway is unsuitable
for the needs of present and future traffic, We have always appreciated that
traffic must be taken away from the centre of Bridge, but until the deeision on
the Channel Tunnel was made we were unable even to consider whether this should be
achieved by means of a small by-pass or by building a completely new road, It
now appears probable that the solution will be a by-pass, but I must point out that
considerable work will have to be done in investigating future traffic volumes and
engineering problems before this can be confirmed.

I am unable to say when this improvement will take place, as you will appreciate

that all schemes must be compared one with another in arriving at a logical and fair
order of priority for allocation of the funds available,

I am sorry that no reply was sent to your letter of 28th December, but in
view of the fact that you said you would "quite understand if comment is delayed
until due consideration has been given to the points raised" we deferred replying
in the hope that you could be given more definite information than was then
available.

Yours faithfully,

[ . el

L k.



0.T. REF; HGP-14-42-068

THE BRIDGE BY-PASS CAMPAIGN

Organiser: JoHN PuRCHESE, Campaign Sec.: BRIAN A, Lewis,
ATE. 15.2,1964 ‘Rosebank’, High Street, Bridge, 1, Weston Villas, High Street, Bridge
Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 485 Canterbury, Kent. Bridge 254

The Secretary,
The Ninistry of Transport,
Southwark Street, London, S.E.l

- for circulation to:- G. Davis, Esq., L. Durrant, Esq., F. Samuel, Esq.,
R. Pearson, Esq., R.L. Pearce, Esq., and G.D. Hewett, Esq. of the Divisional
Road Engineer's Dept., ref: RDL/34/6T71.

Gentlemen,

I have to thank kr. Re L. Pearce of the Ministry
Group for his acknowledgment of my letters dated 28.12.1963 and 3.2.1964.
It was gratifying to learn that since a firm decision had been made on the
form that the cross-Channel link would take you could now re-examine the
planning of the road pattern required in east Kent. Foolishly, I had
imagined that this process might have been already contemplted.

This correspondence is of the greatest interest
locally, so I am sure you will not be averse to my condensing Mre R.L.
Pearce's letter down to the following statement:-

"The Ministry envisages no definite plans for Bridge, but it can be
forecast confidently = as far as known to Mr. Pearce - that it would seem
probable that the long term solution might be a by-pass. Although
promises will be made periodically that the matter is under review, no
attempt can be made in the immediate future to minimise the dangers of
the High Street, since the accident pattern caused by future traffic volumes
and engineering problems hasm to be conscientiously investigated before any
decision can be confirmed - subject, of course, to a logical and fair order
of priority for the allocation of available funds."

Unless you might wish to alter the odd word or two I shall assume that this
is the Minister's answer to my personal letter to him, and will publish

on March 1st. It was satisfying to learn that the delay in
replying to my letter dated 28.12.1963 was caused by due consideration being
given the points raised. I shall wait hopefully for the Group's comments
on the points raised in this letter, but I would like to point out that
events have a way of outstripping Ministerial preparedness, as you may

learn blicly this summer.
vyl ’ Yours faithfully,

———

John|\Purchese.

——— e Y



- What is Sir Leslie Thomas—
| Canterbury’s Conservative M.P.
—doing about the Bridge traffic
‘problem? The answer is patently
clear, says Mr. Ted. Moss, the
Canterbury constituency Liberal
candidate—'"" nothing."”
. Speaking to Herne Bay
(Liberals on Saturday, he an-
swered criticisms of his “angry
young man" speech which had
been made at the East Kent and
Canterbury Conservative' Club
dinner by Sir Leslie Thomas and
Mr. John Baker White.
~“How dare I interfere in this
previously impregnable Tory
stronghold? How . dare 1 be
angry at the conditions in which
our old people are forced to live?
How dare I be indignant about
the appalling housing conditions
that' exist, and that to obtain a
new house for many ' young
couples is just impossible?
“How dare I endeavour to]
serve my country and challenge
{the complacency of the Con-
servative Party, which has for
far too long represented the
people of this constituency?
“That I should hardly dare to
interfere in this Conservative
running of things I learn from
the speakers at the annual
dinner of the East Kent and
Canterbury Conservative Club,”
he said. » 3
7 “Yet surely the people of
Bridge, for instance, need some-
one to interfere in the running of
their affairs. So far, nothing, ab-
solutely nothing, has been-or is
being done to relieve their
appalling traffic problem.

FaasxiSd GaieTa Al 2, et

Patently Clear :
“The Ministry of; Transport
takes months to answer a single
letter on the subject. What is our
Member of Parliament doing
about sthe problem of Bridge?

| The answer is patently clear—
| nothing.

“I never read of Canterbury’s
elected representative Taising his
voice in the House of Commons.
Does our Member ever speak in
the Commons? If not, why not?
I'certainly should make Canter-
bury's presence felt if the people
of Canterbury so desired my
election.

“QOur Member tells
since becoming an MiP¢ he has
been able to travel- the world
gaining experience. Experience
at what, and for what? Dare I
mention that ‘his duty might
have been better served staying
here and attending the needs of
his constituents? ]

“I had no wish to engage in

rsonalities when I first came
Rf:re, but it appears that I have
no option in the matter. To
categorieally state, as our Mem-
ber does, that Britain is at the
top of the league table of
nations, surely questions his
suitability" *to represent some
60,000 adult people. If Eﬂtaln is
top, with US.A. and USSR,
way behind, why did 912:scient-
ists and engineers léave this

/['eountry for the U.S.A. alone last
|year? "And why is‘this mass

exodus now reaching alarming

>
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the above heading, Mr.
, the. -leerﬂ‘ﬁ’fmndf-
date, - wrote in last  week's
‘Kentish Cazétte,” the sub-
heading being "“M.P. Doing
Nothing.” I should like to sug-
gest to. Mr. Moss that before
wmg s::_ntglar f"lma.rtit:lea‘ he
8 d asc n t the facts
corréct,

are .
_The truth is that Sir Leslie
Thomas, .M.P.,, has been most
helpful in assisting the inhabi-
tants of Bridge in their en-
deavours to alleviete the traffic
froblems.jn thig village. Having
ived in Bridge for 12 years, I
am more aware of the problem
than Mr. Moss. : ¥

! I also know that as miuch as
agearago,a.gtheraﬂto!a
petition started bv Mr-7. Pur-

chese and wholeheartedly sup-|

&rted by Bridge people, Sir
i lie Thomas went to a great
| deal of trouble to bring it to the
| notice of Mr. Marples.” In con-
sequence, we had » most sympa-
thetic letter from the latter in
which he made it-clear that he
could do nothing definite until
the" decision concerning the
Channel tunnel was seftled. He
would then ain give serious
consideration to the matter.

As recently as r few weeks

article to a pamphlet, printed b
Mr. Purchese, in which he con’z
firmed his support to any scheme

that he would continue to press
for the extension of the M2 to

| Dover, to be started as socon as

possible. \ :

I hope the above has corrected
the absolutely untrue impression
given by Mr. Moss that our M.P.
is doing nothing—the reverse is
the truth—he is splendid in the
way he works unstintingly for
his constituents.

GRACE DOVE.

(Member Bridge Conservative

Committee and Women's
Advisory Committee.)

REROSd GRdFcd IR G

ago Sir Leslie contributed an|

which would ‘help solve the!
traffic problem of Bridge, saying

_Reamish Gazetre  b.ow Hue.

- e
BRIDGE TRAFF
PROBLEM |
To the Ediinr. s ‘ e
Your correspond _ Grz
Dove, accuses me of being
aware otf ﬁt'rg fa:its relating to
Bridge c dis . Nothi
cous be further from the tru
The facts are that. sin
commencement of the
By-pass Campaign in Ja
1962, some 24 .letters. INvo!
over 4,000 words, have been
ceived by the organisers of
campaign as follows: 5, = 1._
Ministry of : it — LR
letters (with four different signa- |
tures, indicating that no one in- |
dividual “is. responsible
Bridge).
Ministry _of Transport—Dit
sional Road Engineer—five lette
Member of Parliament — Ci
terbury—three letters. S e
Member of Parliament’s secre-|.
tary—three letters. ‘__
Letter from Ministég of Trans-

Lk

|

port to Member of Parliament— |
one letter. . .

Letter from Ministry of a; |
port answering Member of Par!
ment’s question for Bridge—
accident statistics—one letter.

All that the above .
dence has resulted in is:

(i)ﬁThe ascert%h:ment :
the five years betweem Julj
1958, and June 30, 1963 20, a
dents involving five fatal and |
other injuries were reported .
Bridge. ! 24
(ii) The laying of some
kerbstones in sever
through the village.

In the words of the Chi
stable of Kent “ .. .ith
satisfactory solution can
provision of a by-pass.™ -

As the traffic  still roars
creasingly throu ; n

18

matier af act. that. 4000 word
matter o )
and 200 kerbstones ap&rt. nmg: I
has been done, nothing is being |




