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S T A G E VIII.

Buckland.—St. Rbadagund’s A’qu.—W’al:{f;ﬂ’af'e.—f'ffeﬂ
Langdon Abbey.——Ewell.—Barbam Downs, and Watling-
Street .- Broome, - Denbill.w- Netherfole,m—-Barhan ,—
Zleden,—Higham.— Bifbop/bourn.— Bridge.—Patrick/bourn
=~ Bifrons.—Bekefbourn, to Canterbury.

FTER leaving Dover, in our road to Canterbury, the

firft place we arrive at is the little viliage of Buckland
which has a fmall church, but it contains nothing remark-
able.* About a mile and a half to the left of this village
are the remains of Bradfole, or St. Rhadagund’s abbey. It
was founded by Hugh, its firt abbot, and filled with monks
of the Premonftratenfian order, which religious fociety was
inflituted by St. Norbert, about the year 111g. Lambard
fays, at the fuppreflion it was valued at g8l. a year.

About five miles and a half to the right is the village of
Walderfhare. The church is fmall, but contains fome
good monuments of the ancient family of Monins, who
were lords of the manor, In a feparate chancel, built by
fir Robert Furnefe, bart is a noble Monument of fir Ro-
bert’s father, well executed in marble. In this parifh is an
elegant and pleafant feat of the earl of Guildford. The
houfe, which is a fine ftructure, fitvated within a noble
park, and furrounded with fpacious gardens, was built by
fir Henry Furnefe. In the park is erefted an high belvi-
dere, which commands a beautiful and moft extenfive view
of the country, Oppofite to lord Guildford’s feat are the
remains of Welt Langdon abbey, which was founded by
fir William de Auberville, knt. in the reign of Richard L.
for monks of the Premonfiratenfian order, and dedicated to

* A new bridge, to the great convenience of paffengers has lately bean
Bailt over the river which crofies the road at this place.

St, Mary
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St. Mary and St. Thomas the Martyr, of Canterbary, It
was fupprefled in the reign of Henry the Eighth,

Between the fixty-eighth and fixty-ninth ftones on the
road is the fmall village of Ewell. This place is remark-
able for having been the refidence of the Knight's Tem-
plars, who had a grand manfion here, which probably was
fitaated about half amile to theright, where now is a place
calied the Temple. Proceeding towards Canterbury, and
pafling the fixty-third (lone, we enter Barham down, which
extends in length about four miles, On the leftis a beau-
tiful vale, which contains feveral pleafant villages and gen-
tlemen’s feats ; the view to the tight is not quite o open
from the road, buton afcending the eminence, the profpect
are equally diverfified and more extenfive. On this down
is the {cite of an ancient camp, with three ditchies round it,
which fome conjettuie to be the work of Julius Cefar, on
his fecond expedition to this ifland. Dr, Stukely, in his
dtinerarium Curiofum, fays, ¢* To Dover from Canterbury
the Watling-ftreet is (ill the common way ; it is left eutire
over Baram.Down, with a high ridge, firait pointing to
Canterbury cathedral tower ; as foon asit enters the Down
it traverfes a groap of Celtic barrows, then leaves a fmall
camp of Cewflar’s; further on it has been inclofed through
two fields*, and levelled with ploughing ; then it pafles by
a fingle barrow, wherecon food the mill, which is now re-
moved higher up ; then it afcends the hill to a hedge cor-
ner where are three barrows, a great one between two little
vnes, all enclefed with a double fquare entreschment of nao
great bullk; I fancy them Roman, becaufe parallel to, and
clofe by, the Roman road ; the great barrow has a cavity at
top, and an entrance ealtward ; whether cafually, or with

Several other confideratl: enclofures have been made fince Dr. Stukely
publithed his Itinerarium Curiof.m,

defign,




St

s ot A et

1
|
!
o
¥
'%

[ 334 ]

defign, T know not*., At Lydden the YWatling.flreet falls
into that noble valley of Dover, made of two huge ridges of
chalk, which divide themfelves into leficr vallies dropping
into the great one at regunlar diftances, as the little leaves
of plants meet at the main flem ; this va'ley when virwed
from the end, locks like a land{cape on feenes, leflening,
according to perfpelive, to Dover, between the two plari,
and the fea at the end enclofed between them. The firect
flides along the northern declivity, c'roﬂ'ce the rivulet which

wanders through the m d(t of the vallev at Buckland, fo to
Biggin-gate, whereis i's termioation, ‘u; the fide of the old
port, having now run from Chefler abeut 250 miles.
Many barrows are on the fidws of thoefe hi'ls.”

On a part of thefe cowns called Breech, feveral human
flkeletons were difcovered in 1758, lvying near the road fide;
one of which bad round the neck a firing of beads of va-
ricus forms and fizes, from the bignels of a pigeon’s egg
to that of a pea; by the fide lay three inflruments of war,
a kind of fcymetar, a dagger and a fpear; feven others
lay in good order, about a }'ard apart, and two feet under
ground, butwithout any thing te difting aifh them.

About the year 1212 kmg John encamyped on Barham-
Down with an army of 6o,000 men, to oppofe the French,
+ho threatened him with an invafion. Simon Montford,
Ya-l of Leicefler, alfo drew up a large army here in the
reign of Henry IlI. many other fcenes of war and peace
have pafled, too numerous to particularife. In 1760, when
an invafion was expefted from our natural enemies the
French, here was an encampment of {fcven reglments of

* Some of thefs barrows were opened a few years fince by that learned .

ard ingenious antiquarian the late Rev. Bryan Fauffet, of Heppington,
when feveral valuable relicks of antiquity were found, fome of which were
of pure golds

foot,
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foot, under the command of his grace the late duke of
Marlboroogh.

In the valley on the left is Broome, the fine feat of fir
Henry Oxenden, bart. On the right is Denhill, the feat of
Hardinge Stracey, efq.which commands a moft delightful
view of the adjacent country, Near this tood Necherfole-
houfe, the ancient manfion of John Winchefter, efq. which
was pulled down 1n 1788, by the owner of the adjoining
feat of Denbill.  John Netherfole, efq. proprietor of this
ellate in the reign of Henry VIII, was {o great a favourite,
that he was indulged to wear a cap in the King’s prefence,

To the left of the Down is the village of Barham, which
gives name to this delightful fpot, The church has in it
fume monuments of the Diggs family, whorelided at Diggs-
court in this parifh, now the feat ¢f Charles Dering, efy,
On the oppofite fide of the Down 1s lleden, the feat of
Thomas Watkinfon Payler, efq. and about two miles farther
towards Canterbury is Higham, the new feat of James
Hallet, ¢fq. On this part of the Down, Canterbury horfe
races are annva'ly exhibited. The courfe, t1il within thefe
few years, extended two miles in length, butis now much
improved and made round, by which the fport 15 greatly ina=
creafed, as the horfes pafs in view twice in each four mile
heat. An handfome building was compleated in1774 for the
teception of the numerousand genteel company which fre-
quent thofe races, and underneath are cenveniznt cffices,
On the left is Bourne Place, late the feat of Sir Horatio
Mann, but now of Johu Harrifon, efq. 1n the midit of a pad-
dock, with a beautiful trout {ircam running at an agreeable
diftance from the front of the houfe. Since the game of
cricket has been patronifed by feveral of our nobility and
gentry, in this paddock many grand matches have been de-
cided, between the greatell heroes of the Bar this age, or
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perhaps any other, ever produced. The parifh of Bifhop{-
bourn, in which this feat {tands, was fo called becaule 1t was
given by king Kenulph, at the requeft of archbifhop
Atheland, to the priory of Chrift-Church, 1In the church
are feveral good monuments, particularly that of the Rev,
and lzarned Mr, Richard Hooker, aathor of the Ecclefialli-
cal Polity, who was reCtor of this parifth ; and in the feat of
Bourne-place, is a molt curious painted window executed
from Hollard.

From the weft end of the Down we delcend into the vil-
lage of Bridge. 'This p'ace took its name from a bridge
over a branch of the Stour® which runs through it. Itrifes
from a fpring in the parith of Bifhopfbourn, and is {ome
times almoft dry ; at other times a flood comes down from
{prings about Llham, with great rapidity, till interrupted
by what the neighbours call {fwallows, where it finks into
the earth till that is faturated, then rufhes on again to the
next interruption of the fame kind, fo that a ftranger might
be amazed at walking near this river's fide and down the
fiream till he has loft it, and ficds the channel dry. Near a
mile to the right is the fmall village of Patrickibourn ; for-
merly it had the name of Cheney, and was the refidence of
the noble family of Cheney, before they removed to Shur-
land in the ifle of Shepey. The church is a building of
confiderable antiquity ; over the fouth door is a- curious
Szxon arch, carved with a variety of figures. In this parifh
ficod the ancient and very pleafant feat called Bifrons, the
refidence of the Rev, Edward Taylor. <¢ It was built,”

% This bridge being decayed and otherwife inconvenient for carriages, a
new and more commodious one has been built by fubfeription, for which
the public are much indebted to the affiduity of the Rev. Mr. Taylor, a
alfo for his great attention to the improvements on the road up Bridge hiua
befo.e the repairs under the late turnpike acts

- fays
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fays Dr. Harris, ¢ by Robert Bargrave, efq. or one would
rather think by his lady, if one may judge by this mctto
which was placed uponit :
Diruta edificat uxor bona, «dificata diruit mala.
The old houfe was pulled down in Feb. 1775, and is now

rebuilt on a modern and more commodious conftruétion.
Near this village 1s that of Bekelbourn, which anciently

belonged to the cinque port of Haﬂ'ings, and enjoyed the

fame privileges. Henry de"Beke held certain lands in this
parith by grand f{ergeantry, to find one fhip each time
Henry IIl. pafled thefea. Philipot fays, the branch of the
Stour was navigable to this place in the reign of Edward
III. There was a chantry in the church, founded in 1314,
by one James of Bourne, the revenues of which were tranf-
lated to Cokyn’s hofpital in Canterbury, in 1362. The
archbithops of Canterbury had here a fmall but elegant pa.
lace, of which the gate-way ftill remains, Near Belef
bourn is the new eretted feat of Ifaac Bough, elq. who
bought the eftate of Sir Philip Hales, bart. and pulled
down Howletts, the ancient refidence of the Hales family.

From Bridge to the city of Canterbury we meet with
nothing remarkable till we come to St, Laurence, the feat
of the late colonel John Graham, near which, on the left,
lies the high road to Romney marfh. 'T'his feat is between
the g0th and g57th mile-ftone. |

We have now brought our traveller to the end of our in-
tended route ; and if we have given him that entertainment
which might be expected from this litile volume, we fhall
be happy on a future occafion to accompany him to fome
cther partof the county of Kent, a county ftill fruitful in
various events, and which has ever made {o diftinguifthed and
principal a part of our Englifh hiftory,

Gg INDEX

fir
o i R R A

A
1
i
]
i
|

P U Ve o— - .




iterbury.

(W)
N

St Laurence §:
:

ZLnd

oz o

.
Tar 7 4
. donar
LAY 2%
S N

»
I lolanan

7 Graham Esg;

* ,if,ra.'ﬂ;z//zz
<y

WA

mickfbourne

‘.}?:w“v'f ;f{/&i G)‘i\&%’*ﬁflﬂ o, ‘7"}4}
] /

st (hwis NMdaan.




